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J ail ‘torture’: 43 officers accused 


POLICE FILES on 43 prison of- 
ficers accused of brutality and 
torture have been sent to the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
after the biggest criminal in- 
vestigation at a British prison. 

The allegations include 
claims that inmates at Worm- 
wood Scrubs in west London 
were beaten, burnt with ciga- 
rettes, forced to eat paper and 
subjected to obscene abuse 
about members of their families. 

Claims of pre-planned beat- 
ings, racism and other assaults 
have been made by around 80 
prisoners and former inmates. 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 


Most of the original com- 
plaints were by black prisoners. 
One said he was forced to eat 
a “Black is Beautiful" poster 
that was taken from his walL 
Many white prisoners have 
also now come forward claim- 
ing they were brutally treated. 

A Metropolitan Police in- 
vestigation team has passed 43 
separate files to the CPS, each 
detailing evidmce against an in- 
dividual prison officer The in- 
vestigation, which has so far 


considered the allegations of 46 
victims, is ongoing. 

As well as possible charges 
of actual or grievous bodily 
harm, crown prosecutors can 
consider charges of torture, 
which exist under the Criminal 
Justice Act 1988, in respect of 
premeditated acts of violence 
by those in official positions. 

The CPS is expected to 
announce its decisions within 
two weeks. 

The Prison Service has sus- 
pended 15 officers on full pay, 
including a junior governor: 
The remaining 28 are contin- 


uing to work or have left the 
service. 

Last night, the Prison Offi- 
cers’ Association claimed that 
some of the allegations, which 
cover the last six years, were 
the result of “bandwagon jump- 
ing”, following initial allega- 
tions of brutality by five 
prisoners over a year ago. 

Tbm Robson, a member of 
the PQA's national executive 
committee, said: “We are not 
above the law and we do need 
to be questioned about our 
actions butit is turning into an 
open season on prison officers.” 



Wormwood Scrubs 


The investigation into the al- 
legations of brutality at Worm- 
wood Scrubs has grown and 
grown. The Prison Service ini- 
tially commissioned its own in- 


ternal inquiry; headed by Peter 
Atherton. Bis findings were 
passed to the police, who had 
already started an investigation. 

A Metropolitan Police major 
inquiry team probed allega- 
tions relating to the period Jan- 
uary 1997 to May 1998, which 
covered most of the complaints. 

A spokesman said last night: 
“Although the bulk of this in- 
vestigation has been complet- 
ed, inquiries will continue in 
some aspects.” 

A separate police team, 
based at Hammersmith, west 
London, was set up to investi- 


gate further claims relating to 
alleged incidents from the last 
nine months and earlier com- 
plaints dating back to Novem- 
ber 1992. These may result in 
files on more prison officers 
beingsenttotheCPS. 

Several of the prisoners who 
have made allegations claim 
to have since been subjected 
to intimidation designed to get 
them to withdraw their com- 
plaints. 

The Prison Service apolo- 
gised to one prisoner - who al- 
leges he was severely beaten in 
the segregation unit at Worm- 


wood Scrubs - after staff at his 
new prison, Long Lartin in 
Worcestershire, took papers 
from his cell which detailed his 
allegations. 

The Prison Service de- 
scribed it as “an unfortunate 
error on the part of the search- 
ing officers”. 

Last December, a prisoner 
who was faring charges of es- 
caping from a prison bus in 1996, 
told Woolwich Crown Court in 
London that he had escaped in 
order to avoid a beating on ar- 
rival at Wormwood Scrubs. 

Decaying prison, page 4 
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we failed to 
protect the 
killed tourists 
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THE PRESIDENT of Uganda 
yesterday promised to hunt 
down the Hutu rebels who mur- 
dered four Britons and four 
other Western tourists. He also 
admitted that his government 
had not done enough to protect 
the victims. 

At a press conference in 
Kampala, the Ugandan capital 
Yoweri Museveni apologised 
for the deaths and said his 
men were tracking the killers. 
“If we catch them we shall kill 
them,” he said. 

“The authorities should have 
had the foresight to take pre- 
cautions in Bwindl which is 
dose to the Congo border," the 
President admitted. 

“We therefore regret this 
mistake. On the one hand it is 
the criminality of the rebels, but 
on the other hand there was 
also laxity on our own people in 
respect to guarding these won- 
derful visitors of ours." 

His comments came as offi- 


By Lucy Hannan 
in Kampala, 

ANDREW BUNCOMBE 
and Kim Sengupta 





dais were last night preparing 
to fiy home the bodies of the 
four Britons who were mur- 
dered by Hutu rebels in Bwin- 
di National Park in the early 
hours of Monday. 

The Foreign Office yesterday 
confirmed the identities of the 
Britons killed as Martin Friend, 
from Kent, Mark Lindgren, 23, 
from Hertfordshire, Steven 
Roberts, 27, from Edinburgh, 
and Joanne Cotton, from Essex. 

Gary Tappenden and Fiona 
Moriey, both from Kent, and 
Mark Avis, 27, who lived in 
New Zealand, were among the 
survivors. They were still in 
Kampala. 

The two dead Americans 
were named as Rob Hauteei; 48, 
and his wife, Susan MiDeq 42. Tbe 
New Zealand victims were idea- 





An Australian survivor of the gorilla-park attack recovering at the British High rnmmissinn In Kampala; l^ft, ^ wttrkffr with the My of yt tonrist frilled at BwindiAP 


tified as Rhonda Avis, 27, of 
Au cklan d, and Michell e Strath- 
ern, 26, of Timaru. Mrs Avis was 
reportedly travelling with her 
husband Mark, who has joint 
British and New Zealand na- 
tionality and survived foe attack. 

The family of Mr Tappenden 
revealed their son bad been 
with Mr Friend when the gun- 
men attacked. 

The bodies will be flown 


back to Britain either later 
today or tomorrow. The sur- 
vivors are also due to return to 
Britain today. 

The Fbreign Office said post- 
mortem examinations had 
been carried out by the Ugan- 
dan authorities. Results were 
not yet known. 

A team of FBI agents yes- 
terday flew into Kampala from 
Nairobi, Kenya, where it had 


been investigating last au- 
tumn’s bomb attack on the US 
embassy- 

At the invitation of the Ugan- 
dan government the agents 
have started interviewing sur- 
vivors of the kidnapping for 
possible dues. 

The military adviser at the 
British High Commission in 
Kampala yesterday visited the 
camp site where the attacks 


took place. Survivors say the 
rebels burnt alive one of the 
Ugandan guards. 

The Hutu rebels selected 
English-speaking tourists to 
take revenge on Britain and the 
US. They blamed them for sup- 
porting the Tutsis m the Rwan- 
dan 1994 genocide when 800,000 
Tutsis were massacred. 
Massacre aftermath, page 3 
Jan Morris, Review page 5 


Blunkett to seize control Of Physicists tied 
‘f ailing ’ Hackney schools up in knots 


n 


THE GOVERNMENT is to seize 
control of one of Britain’s worst 
education authorities after in- 
spectors found it was still fail- 
ing pupils. 

Ministers are set to take we 
unprecedented step of staging 
a direct takeover of Hackney 
council’s education department 

f und handing its functions to a 
team of external consultants. 

David Blunkett the Secretary 
of State for Education, is likely 
to invite private firms mid neigh- 
bouring councils to bid for the 
management of the troubled 
north-east London authority. 

Teaching unions will object 
to what they see as the UK’s 
first “privatisation” of state ed- 
ucation, but Whitehall sources 
say the radical initiative will 
prove the Government's policy 


BY Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 
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of “zero tolerance” of foihire in 
schools. 

The move will follow the 
publication later this month of 
what is understood to be a 
highly critical report by in- 
spectors from the Office for 


Standards in Education into 
the local education authority’s 
running of its 73 schools. 

Hackney claims its schools 
have improved since Ofsted 
was first sent in last year and 
a government “help squad” ar- 
rived. But the latest inspection 
shows that the authority is still 
way below standard. 

Ministers believe the coun- 
cil's progress has been for too 
stow an dare determined to take 
action to “rescue" the bor- 
ough’s 73,000 pupils. 

They are also furious that 
Hackney has persisted with its 


structure which means it is the 
only council in the country 
whose education director is not 
among the most senior officers. 

Chris Woodhead, Ofsted’s 


chief inspector; win recefte the 
latest report on 16 March and 
Mr Blunkett is likely to an- 
nounce plans fora takeover the 
same day or soon after He will 
reveal on 1 April the list of ap- 
proved contractors. 

Hackney's GCSE results are 
among the worst in the UK, 
with just 265 per cent of its 
pupils achieving five or. more : 
A to C grades. 

The council which has been 
dogged by political in-fighting 
and has no party in control 
points to new figures showing 
it has the most improved key 
stage two test results for ll- 
year-olds, and the fact that one 
of its schools is now a “beacon 
school". “WeVe done every- 
thing that was asked of us,” a 
council source said. 


IT TOOK mere than a century for 
the guardians of male sartorial 
elegance to arrive at four dis- 
tinct ways of tying a knot in a 
neck-tie. It took two Cambridge 
physicists a couple of months to 
come up with six more. 

Not since the iflSOs when the 
Duke ofWmdsor introduced the 
knot named after him has Sav- 
ile Row been so spoilt for choice 
in the neck-tie department 
A scientific approach to the 
problems of wrapping a man’s 
most useless item of clothing 
around his neck has found that 
there are 85 ways of tyinga knot 
in it - but only 10 are aqy good 
The six new knots arenotyet 
named and the inventors, 
Thomas Fink and Yong Mao of 
the Cavendish Laboratory in 
Cambridge, are unsure if they 


by Steve Connor 
S cience Editor 


can claim patent rights. They 
employed the analytical tech- 
niques they bad developed as 
theoretical physicists to decon- 
struct the. rules of tie-making 
into a set of mathematical for- 
mulae, described in the journal 
Nature. 

The new knots range in sim- 
plicity from a knot made of four 
movements to a 1 0-move night- 
mare. Dr Fink, 27, a New York- 
er; was yesterday wearing one 
of his own creations, a “seven 
ova: two”- about half as wide as 
the full Windsor knot “Tying a 
knot is like a random walk with 
your hands. You're making a se- 
quence of movements from one 
region to another." he said. 
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‘News at Ten bongs its last. Which will make 
Trevor’s final “and finally” unbearably poignant’ 


BRIAN V1NER AT THE PASSING OF ‘NEWS AT TEN' 


■MARK STEEL 

ON THECHARM OF 
A SOUTH COAST 
BLUE RINSE 

■PLUS MUSIC 
& SCIENCE 
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Robinson 
did not 
register 
shares 


GEOFFREY ROBINSON, the for- 
mer paymaster-general who 
received his third official rebuke 
in a year yesterday for foiling 
to register financial interests, 
held a further undeclared 
shareholding in a property 
investment company, The 
Independent can reveaL 

The revelation is bound to 
spark a further official com- 
plaint from the Conservatives 
which could end Mr Robin- 
son's Parliamentary career. 
Questions wiD also be asked 
about whether Mr Robinson, 
who became paymaster-gen- 
eral in May 1997, should have 
put the shares in a blind trust 
under ministerial rules. 

The Committee on Stan- 
dards and Privileges said yes- 
terday that Mr Robinson had 
broken the rules by failing to 
register two directorships. 

In its report, it delivered an 
unprecedented warning that 
one more breach would be “a 
serious matter". Possible sanc- 
tions indude suspension from 
the House or a demand for a 
second apology. Mr Robinson 
was forced to make a statement 
to MPs last November after 
other undeclared directorships 
came to light 

The MPs said they were 
“surprised" that the former 
minister had not reviewed his 
entry after earlier complaints. 
There have already been 
rumours that Mr Robinson 
might be planning to leave pol- 
itics, and further humiliation 
could prove the final blow. 

Research by the Channel 4 
programme, Mark Thomas 
Comedy Product found that in 
April 1997 Mr Robinson became 
a shareholder in the JCT Prop- 
erty Company, which owned 


By Fran Abrams 
AND ANDREW MULLINS 

property and unit trusts worth 
more than £800,000. 

Company House records 
show he and his step-mother. 
Pauline Robinson, jointly held 
one third of the shares in the 
company- listed as “Geoffrey 
Robinson and Pauline Robinson 
- PW Robinson Settlement". 

Mr Robinson ceased to hold 
the shares on 3 November; 
1997, three months after the 
post-election deadline for MPs 
to register their holdings. Noth- 
ing in the company’s accounts 
suggest that the former minis- 
ter received any payment How- 
ever; Commons rules show that 
any beneficial interest in shares 
greater than l per cent of a 
company or worth more than 
£25,000 should be registered. 

Yesterday the committee 
upheld complaints by two Tory 
MPs, David Heathcoat-Amory 
and Geoffrey Clifton-Brown, 
which followed earlier reports 
in The Independent It found Mr 
Robinson should have regis- 
tered directorships of Roll Cen- 
ter Inc, a US engineering firm, 
and RJ Engineering, a small hi- 
tech company in the Midlands. 

The committee imposed no 
penalty but hinted it would not 
be so lenient again. u Vfe would 
regard it as a serious matter if 
further instances of non-regis- 
tration on Mr Robinson’s part 
were subsequently to come to 
tight as a result of a complaint," 
the committee said. Last year 
Mr Robinson was criticised by 
the committee for foiling to 
disclose his interest in the D2m 
Orion Trust, based in Jersey. 

Last night Mr Robinson 
declined to comment 
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Some of the 1,200-strong congregation at the service of thanksgiving held yesterday for Lord Soper looking 
central London. The Methodist preacher and Labour peer died in December of a chest infection, aged 95 


at his bust in Westminster Abbey, 
David Rose 


Economy is buoyant, says Brown 


GORDON BROWN will paint an 
optimistic picture of Britain’s 
economic proajects in hisBudr._ 
get next week, insisting -the 
country is an course to avoid a 
recession. 

Senior ministers said yes- 
terday’s decision by the Bank 
of England to hold interest 
rates at 53 per cent vindicated 
tiie Chancellor's confidence. 
The Bank's monetary policy 
committee (MPO, which had 
previously cut rates for five 
months running, had been 
briefed on Mr Brown's Budget 
arithmetic. 

Ministers said last night that 
there was growing optimism 
that the downturn would be 
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short-lived. “Three months ago, 
we didn’t know whether we 
would have a hard or soft land- 
ing" a government source said 
“We now know it will be soft” 

Howeveg many analysts be- 
lieve the Chancellor wiD still be 
forced to scale down his fore- 
cast last November that the 
economy will grow between 
1 per cent and 15 per cent this 
year Mr Brown is expected to 
reaffirm his targets for bring- 
ing down public borrowing. 

The MFC’s decision disap- 
pointed business leaders and 
the trade unions, who had 
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FORECAST 

Gmnl afwtl mc There will be a few sunny spells, the best across east and 
south-east England, but most parts are again at risk from sharp showers. There will 
be particularly heavy downpours, perhaps accompanied by a rumble of thunder. 
Longer spells of ram are bkeiy across the n orthern hair or England and Wales and it 
will be rattier windy along the west coast. The showers will become prolonged 
across Northern Ireland arid Scotland, turning to sleet and snow over the moun- 
tains with a cold northerly wind setzsig in. 

London. SE * Cent S England, E Anglia. Midlands: Sun and showers with 
rhunder. A light to moderate west to south-west wind. Max temp 8-1 DC {46-SOF)- 
CharmeJ H. SW ftigtand; Occasional sunny breaks with blustery showers, possibly 

with thunder. A fresh to strong nordi-wnreny wind. Max temp 7-9C 145-48F). 

Cent N«lW England, Wales. Lake Dbt, Hie of Man: Limited bright spelts. 
Frequent heavy: thundery showers and longer spdh of rain. Turning wintry on the 
mountains. A strong north westerly wind. Max temp 5-8C (4T-46F). 

E A NE England: Limited bright spells and some showers, the showers heavy at 
times and cossbty thundery A tight and variable wind. Max temp S-8C (41-46F) 

NE. SE ft SW Scotland, E din b u r g h, Glasgow, AbordoM, N Mo* Mostly 
cloudy and duU with outbreaks of heavy rain, turning to sleet or snow over the Mils 
and mowicans. A fresn north to norOHMstedy wind. Max temp 4-7C [39-45F). 

NW S co t bud . W Isles: Windy and cold with sunshine and showers, the showers 
tumm^mcreasmgly wintry. A strong to gale force northerly wind. Max temp 4-6C 

N mtMd: A few sunny spells but windy with frequent heavy ana possibly thun- 
dery showers A Strong north-westerly wind. Max temp 5-8C(*i-46l=). 


OUTLOOK 

There will be little change tomorrow with a bnsk wind In tne west and most 
areas seeing some more showers. The best or any sunny spells will be in the 
smidL There may be some longer sunny spells an Saturday but It will be breezy 
with j continued threat of showers, these Increasingly wintry In the north. 
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hoped for a further cut in in- 
terest rates to help exporters 
struggling because of -‘the' 
strong pound. Ifesterdty ster- 
ling reached a new high against 
the single European currency 
following the Bank's an- 
nouncement 

Building societies and banks 

left mnrtga^ rates imrhang pri 

but the MFC decision brought 
some relief for savers, who had 
been hit by the sharp foil in 
rates in recent months. 

Thny Blair sought to allay the 
fears of Labour MPs about the 
downturn when he addressed 
their weekly meeting yesterday 
saying the Government was 
“steering a course of stability in 


LIGHTING UP 


Mtet 6.05pm to 7.05am 

Blrmtagbam 5.51pm to 6.46am 

Bristol 5.55pm to 6.48am 

Glasgow 5.57pm to 6.59am 

London 5.45pm to 6.38am 

Manchester 5.52pm to 6.49am 

Htunurt* 5.47pm to 6.48am 


HIGH TIDES 

AM WT PM HT 
n uno m o n t h 8.34 T33 834 133 

Cork 6.55 4.4 7.09 4.3 

P x mn p oct 7.07 5.4 7.24 5 2 

Dower 12.06 6.7 1224 6.5 

Dm Loogbaire 12.34 4.0 12J50 4 2 

Atfnoatb 6.38 5.2 6.55 5.0 

Greenock 1.59 3.2 1.49 3.6 

Harwich 12.57 3.9 1.18 3.9 

H oly h ead 11.39 5.7 11.58 5.4 

Hon (Albert Dk) 7.38 8.5 7.45 8a 

Magi Lynn 7.39 6.6 7.62 63 

Ldth 3.51 5.5 4.13 5.5 

L iver poo l 1221 9.3 12.37 9.5 

MlVord Haeon 7.33 7.0 7.50 6£ 

Newquay 634 7.0 6.41 6.8 

Pordaod 8J9 2.0 8.41 1.8 

POrxsmooth 1220 4.6 1230 4.5 

POM 9-23 5.0 9.40 4.8 

S c ar boro ug h 5.24 5.6 5.33 58 

vnek • 12.30 3.4 12.42 3.6 

Height meovovd In metres 
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Today's readings 


S England 
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C England 
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Last Chart 
March 10 
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WEATHERLINE 

For the laiest forecasts dial 0891 5009 
followed by the two tfgra for you sea. 
Source: The Mn. Order. Cals charged at 
50p per min (Inc VAT) 



difficult economic circum- 
stances”. 

~~ In the ConafibtisCMr Bfoiri* 
clashed with the Tbry leaden 
William Hague, who accused 
tiie Government of bringing in 
“stealth taxes” amounting to . 
£40bn since the general elec- 
tion, “contrary to specific elec- 
tion promises and contrary to 
every statement to this House”. 

The Prime Minister replied 
that the Government had cut 
corporation tax and masted the 
overall tax burden would me by 
less than under the plans of the 
previous Conservative admin- 
istration. 

The City expects the MPC 
wm return to cutting rates after 


YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 

e Gravesend I2C (54F) 
(day): Altnaharra 2C (36F) 
: Eskdatemuir 18.0mm 


this month’s pause. The Bank 
is confident that the economy 
iyirrgood shapetoWeafher the 
downturn. 

Kate Barker; chief econom- 
ic adviser at the Confederation 
of British Industry, said rates 
would have to come down an- 
other half-point if the MPC was 
to avoid undershooting the 
Government’s 1L5 per cent in- 
flation target 

Roger Lyons, general sec- 
retary of the MSF union, said 
“The MPC is gambling with 
thousands of quality jobs in 
the manufacturing sector This 
is a bitter pill for manufactur- 
ing to swallow.” 

Strong pound, page 16 


CRIMINAL CHARGES againsta 
personal friend of the former 
'Tory cabinet minister Jona- 
than Aitken are expected to be 

dropped at the Old Bailey today 
Said Ayas- godfather to one 
of Aitkerfs children- was joint 
ty charged with Aitken of 
plotting to pervert tiie course 
of justice during an unsuc- 
cessful libel action against The 
Guardian newspaper and 
Granada Television in 1997. 

Aitken has always denied 
the charge, but last month ad- 
mitted perjury during his High . 
Court action. His civil action in 
June 1997 centred on the alle- 
gation by the newspaper and 
tiie television company that he 
had stayed at the Ritz Hotel in 
Paris in 1993 at the expense of 
prominent Saudi Arabian 
friends while serving as min- 
ister for defence procurement 
He also pleaded guilty to in- ■ 
tending alone to pervert the 

course (rfpuWic justice by draft- 
ing a witness statement for his 
daughter Victoria which he 
knew was false, and submitting 
it to the High Court 
Aitken, 56, of Westminster; 
London, had denied charges al- 
leging conspiracy to pervert the 

course of justice and doing acts 
tending and intending to per- 
vert the course of public justice. 

The Recorder of London, 
Michael Hyam, accepted the: 
pleas and remanded Aitken for 
sentence until June, after Mr 
Ayas was due to stand trial ‘ 
Mr Ayas, 56, a former busi- 
ness associate of Mr Aitken, was 
also charged with doing acts 

tending and intending In pervert 
the course of public justice be- 
tween 1995 and 1997. Hehadde- - 
nied both charges. A spokesman 
for the Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice last night confirmed they 
had derided not to proceed with 
the charges against Mr Ayas. 

Aitken has said he is prepar- 
ing himsetf fora jad term when 
he is sentenced. He is the first 
former cabinet minister this 
century to be convicted of a 
serious crime. 
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24 boor* to 6pm (GMT) Tuesday: 
laformadan by PA WeadwCentre 


RAIN OR 


Shine 


MOZAMBIQUE appealed for 
international aid yesterday to 
help the country recover frum 
flooding that has left 200JKK) 
people homeless, killed 15, 
and caused huge crop losses. 

The government said that 
122^00 acres of maize, rice and 
other crops have been de- 
stroyed by the flooding. Weeks 

of almost continuous rainfall 
had caused rivers to surge 
over their banks, mostly in 
southern and central areas of 
the former Rartuguese colony. 
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bvkxmSengupta 
and Lucy Hannan 
in Kampala 

^HEY WERE sifting th r o ugh 
the remains of the camps in the 
Bwindi National Park yesterday 
amid the scattered belongings 
of tourists, burnt- out Land 
Rovers and the shot-up guard 
posts. 

Up in the hills, Ugandan and 
Rwandan troops were carrying 
out their searchssmd-destroyop- 
erations against the Hutu 
rebels who killed the eight 
Western holidaymakers, while 
an FBI team flew into Kampala 
to begin their investigation. 
Scotland Yard officers could 
join them in the next few days. 
The foreign Office in London 
said a decision will be made 
today. 

/. Yesterday, in reaction to the 
•^rape, mutilation and murder of 
-the tourists and the shock and 
outrage. President Ybweri Mu- 
seveni said those responsible 
would be captured and killed. 
Some have already died, 
tracked across the border to the 
Virunga National Part: in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
where they had set up camp 
and were shot as they tried to 
scatter. 

Lieutenant Charles Kakaire, 
leading one of the patrols, said: 
"They are in the Congo; we are 
going after them - we will get 
them.” 

In Kampala, Ugandan and 
US investigators began inter- 
viewing survivors. Some had 
witnessed horrific deaths, in- 
cluding the burning alive of a 
granger in the camp. Many were 
"said to be more traumatised 
than after their return to Kam- 
pala as the horror of whathap- 
pened began to sink in. 

Forensic experts are ex- 
pected be go to the Bwindi 
park today. The bodies of the 
dead, four men and four 









The Bwindi camp at the border of Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo, devastated in the attack by Rwandan Hutus where eight Western tourists died AP 


women, were identified yes- 
terday by a tour guide from Aca- 
cia Expeditions- ExaminatiftrM: 
revealing how they died had 
been done, although details 
were not immediately released. 

As the victims' families 
mourned, there was relief 
among relatives erf (hose who 
survived. Among them was the 
family of Gary Tappenden, 
whose girlfriend, Barren Collie, 


said: “I am going to give him a 
big kiss and a cuddle and not let 
him get away again.” 

The British gover nment has 
asked for clarification of reports 
that the Ugandan tourist board 
received a letter two weeks 
ago in which Hutu rebels 
threatened to kOl British and 
US tourists. Iforeign Office min- 
ister Tony Lloyd said: “That’s 
the question we have asked 


President Museveni to look 
into. If there were some truth 
in that it would be a matter of 
enormous importance” Hie 
Ugandan tourist board denied 
the claims. 

The military adviser at- 
tached to t!% British High Com- 
mission made a two-hour 
journey to the Bwindi park and 
discovered a scene of terrible 
violence. 


The Ugandan community 
warden, John Wagaba, was tied 
up and burned alive and some 
of his colleagues had been dis- 
abled by gunfire and then 
hacked to death. Damage to 
property had been selective. All 
the tourist vehicles had been 
set on fire, but the Ugandan 
ones had been spared. 

The killings may have been 
frenzied but the attack pre- 


ceding them was well-planned 
and executed in a tSffipiilt ter- 
rain of steep valleys and dense 
jungle. The Hutu militiamen 
crossed the border in the 
evening and gathered on the 
high ground around the Bwin- 
di_ In a masking manoeuvre, 
one group peeled off to attack 
the village ofButogota to draw 
away units of the Ugandan 
anzQr in the area while others 


moved to the three safari 
camps. 

They converged on the 
camp s, set within a few hun- 
dred yards of each other; just 
before 7am and attacked the 
guard posts, mannpri by half- 
asleep rangers, with Kalash- 
nikovs and grenades. While 
one group killed the guards, the 
others looted the cabins and 
tents and raced each other to 


get to the highest tent, a hon- 
eymoon suite, where a couple 
were staying, and dragged 
them out as they clung to each 
other. Rob Haubnec 48, and 
Susan Miller. 42, were the only 
Americans killed. 

Some of (he tourists escaped 
into the bush and made their 
way to a nearby village. Others, 
like the French deputy ambas- 
sador, Anne Peltier; was freed 
with a note from the guerrillas 
saying they were acting out of 

anger at British and American 
support for the Rwandan gov- 
ernment Sixteen others were 
frogmarched off with the 
British and American nationals 
being shoved and beaten and 
forced to walk barefoot 

An American, Linda Adams, 
managed to escape after pre- 
tending she had an asthma at- 
tack, and another tourist was 
also allowed to go. 

Around midday three men, 
a Briton, an American and a 
New Zealander, were killed 
with machetes. Five others 
were killed later and one of the 
women appeared to have been 
raped before being killed 

The remaining six tourists 
were abandoned at the border 
with a note given to the Amer- 
ican tour operator Mark Ross 
saying their aim was to desta- 
bilise the Ugandan govern- 
ment, which knows foil well that 
the damage to the tourist in- 
dustry and the economic un- 
certainty of the violence on its 
borders wall help to create such 
destabilisation. Thus President 
Museveni’s pledge of a prompt 
and robust response to the 
rebels. 

An American diplomat in 
Kampala said: “ This is a game 
of pretty high stakes but the 
awful thin g is that these inno- 
cent people were destroyed 
when all they wanted to do 
mind their own business and 
enjoy a holiday.” 


The survivors 


the Victims 


‘I cried, thinking I’m finished’ 


Adventurers who died for 
their love of the wild 
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TWO OF the Western tourists 
who managed to escape the 
butchery inflicted on their cam- 
M panions have spoken of their 
miraculous survival. 

Danja Walthers, 26, from 
Zurich, said she had actually 
begged the kidnappers to let 
her stay with the British and 
American tourists rather than 
the French-speakers in the 
group. It was the English speak- 
ers on whom the kidnappers 
were to inflict their horrors. 

She said she and a friend 
were dragged from under a 
| table where they had hidden 
and were forced to assemble 
. with the others. "We were 
forced to walk barefoot I was 
the second person in line; in 
front of me was a woman tfho 
- was a tour guide,” she said. 

“I suddenly heard the rebels 
speaking French. One of them 

.wanted to take my friend’s 
glasses and I pleaded, in 
* French, ‘Oh please give those 
back, she can’t see very well’. 

“He answered in a hard 


By Lucy Hannan 
in Kampala 

and Andrew Buncombe 


voice, ‘Shut up, keep moving, 
keep sflent’. I thought, that’s it 
We walked towards the forest 
“We were standing in a row 
and they said: ‘Nationality, na- 
tionality*. There were British, 
Australian, American. French 
-we were mixed. I was the only 
Swiss person and I was stand- 
ing in the back row.” 

The rebels wanted to place 
Ms Walthers with the French 
group because she had been 
speaking French. T said ‘No, I 
want to be with my friends, not 
with the French’. 

-By that time, I thought I was 
going to be killed. I thought Td 

rather die with my friend than 

with strangers.” 

Ms Walthers said she lost all 
sense of reality “I was thinking, 
Trn in a film’. 1 thought it was 
a dream; I thought well just go 
a little way to the forest" 

At this stage, some people - 



Aliwe; Linda Adams, an American; and Gary Tappenden 



who were later killed - fell be- 
hind. “I thought they were OK 
At tins stage. I didn’t realise 
they were separating us, I 
didn’t realise what had hap- 
pened. I didn’t think people 
could kill people.” 

Just a few minutes before 
the rebels abandoned the 
group. She felt someone grab at 
her hair. 

“I started to cry thinking Tm 
finished, Tm finished with my 


life, I have one foot in the sky 1 .” 

Gary Tappenden, aged 28, 
from Bromley, Kent, had also 
been dragged from his tent by 
rebels who then stole his be- 
longings and forced him bare- 
foot into the forest 

He was aware that he had 
become separated from his 
travelling companion, Martin 
Friend He was never to see his 
friend again. 

yesterday, Mr Tappenden’s 


parents said their son had tele- 
phoned them as soon as he had 
returned to Kampala. 

His mother Peari Tappen- 
den, said: “It was just awfol, ab- 
solutely horrific. We were 
pacing up and down. I just 
didn’t know what to do with my- 
self- The hours of waiting were 
absolute agony. 

“He came on the telephone 
and asked us if we had heard 
what had been going on. I was 
very emotional shocked, es- 
pecially after thinking what he 
had been through. 

“Gary told us he had feared 
for his life and said he really 
thought he was going to die. 
Gary is still very tearful and 
shaken up. He has not really 
told us about anything he has 
been through. . 

“He hasn’t said anything 
about being tortured. But in 
that first call to us, he said that 
be did not expect to come out 
of it alive. He just said it was 
horrendous. He is very, very 
lucky to be alive.” 


By Andrew Buncombe 


ON SUNDAY night, just hours 
before he was hacked to death, 
Mark Lindgren rang his par- 
ents and told his father; John, 
how he was looking forward to 
a game of golf on his return. 

His mother was in the 
kitchen of their home in St Al- 
bans, Hertfordshire, too busy to 
speak. She is now distraught 
she had not taken that last op- 
portunity to speak to her son. 

Kerry Pollard, their con- 
stituency MR saict “The fami- 
ly are absolutely devastated, 
hardly able to come to terms 
with the loss of their only son. 
They are trying to hold them- 
selves together and just wait- 
ing for news on when the body 
can come back.” 

As officials last night pre- 
pared to repatriate the body of 
Mr lindgren, 23. tributes were 
paid to the other Britons killed. 

Friends of Steven Roberts, 
27, said he bad always wanted 
to see the world Last October 



Steven Roberts bad always 
wanted to see the world 


he left the electrical store he 
had helped set up in order to ful- 
fil bis ambitions. 

His former boss, John Sadd, 
executive director at Miller 
Brothers in Edinburgh, said 
Mr Roberts had first travelled 
to Australia to visit his parents 
and then moved on. 

“He also spoke about going 
on safari - I know that was 
something he wanted to do," be 


said. “He was very likeable, 
very enthusiastic and had a 
wide circle of friends and we are 
all very saddened by what has 
happened.” 

A family friend, Mark 
Williams, 27, the fianed of Mr 
Roberts’ sister Leanne, said: 
“Steven was a fonfownggiywho 
was there on an adventure hol- 
iday He knew tiie rids involved" 

Martin Friend, 24, had been 
in Africa for two weeks and was 
travelling with Gary Tappen- 
den. Both had wanted to see the 
rare mountain gorillas before 
travelling to South Africa. 

Yesterday Mr Friend's par- 
ents, Pauline and Ronald, were 
too upset to talkabout what had 
happened to their son. At the 
family home in Orpington, 
Kent, two police officers 
blocked the gate. 

One said “The father is very 
religious and just wants to be 
left alone. He wants to grieve 
with friends of the family. He is 
very upset and does not want 
to discuss anything yet” 


Mortgages to shout about? 


Nationwide has done it again! We have just won the prestigious Best National 
Lender award from "What Mortgage" magazine for the third consecutive year, 
and the Best Overall Lender award from "Your Mortgage" magazine for the 
second year running. 
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! MORTGAGE 



BEST NATIONAL LENDER 


BEST 

OVERALL 


The real winners are our members.^ It’s because were a building society and not 
a bank that we don t have to pay dividends to shareholders. Instead we pass the 
benefits back to our members in the form of great mortgage value and excellent 
service. We think that’s something to shout about, don’t you? 
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It's your choice - you decide 



It pays to decide. 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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Wormwood Scrubs: Inmates allege brutality and racism in a regime which horrified the chief inspector of prisons Ijlt ^ */ ^ 
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ANDRYZ JAKUBCZYK alleged 
he was beaten, stripped and left 
in agony with internal injuries 
after an attack hv prison officer* 
at Wormwood Scrubs. 

He said he was pinned to the 


— -nr 

his legs behind his back and 

beat him. 

After the alleged assault Mr 

J akubczy k claimed he was 
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The physically imposing facade of Wormwood Scrubs prison hides ‘out-of-date attitudes which have no place in the modem world,’ according to Sir David Ramsbotham 


Peter Macdiarmid 


Flagship jail ‘dead in the water’ 


when PEOPLE think of prisons 
they tend to think of the gate- 
house at Wormwood Scrubs. 
Architecturally stunning and 
physically imposing, it is the 
defining image of the Prison 
Service. 

But this proud facade hides 
a decaying jail whose failure to 
incorporate modern working 
methods has left it out of step 
with other prisons in England 
and Wales. 

In his latest repeat on the jail 
the Chief Inspector of Prisons, 
Sir David Ramsbotham. said; 
"Wormwood Scrubs is often 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


referred to as the ‘flagship’ of 
the Prison Service. It could be 
said the ship is now dead in the 
water and has been overtaken 
by other ships in the line.” 

Sir David, who said he was 
‘‘surprised and horrified” by 
what he discovered, went on: 
‘The out-of-date attitudes that 
we found have no place in the 
modem world.” 

It was in such an atmos- 
phere, prisoners allege, that 
they were subjected to 


systematic beatings, racism, 
burning with cigarettes and 
having photographs of loved 
ones ripped up during a 
six-year period of intimidation 
by staff. 

During his inspection, Sir 
David heard allegations of the 
“illegal use of force”. In his re- 
port ofMarch 1997, he said: “We 
found nothing to support this 
during the inspection but we 
are left with the question why 
such a strong rumour shouldbe 
passed around.” 

More detailed allegations of 
brutality at the Scrubs, in west 


London, were made to the 
Prison Reform 'Dust and Lon- 
don solicitors Hickman and 
Rose, who forwarded them to 
Sir David. 

The outcome was a Prison 
Service inquiry which has given 
way to the largest c riminal in- 
vestigation ever seen atajail in 
this country. 

One prisoner alleges he was 
told: “This is not Highpoint 
[prison], well brat you up down 
here, because we don’t care.” 

He said officers were “al- 
ways very careful not to leave 
marks” and beat him in the 


bade, the sides or the bade of 
the head. Many of the allega- 
tions detail attacks said to have 
been carried out in the prison's 
segregation unit, known as “the 
block”. As the investigation has 
grown, nearly 80 prisoners and 
former inmates have come for- 
ward to make allegations. 

Another inmate claimed: 
“One erf the officers stamped cm 
my head and I blacked out ... 
When the officers who had 
taken me to the block saw that 
blood was coming out of my 
right ear they then took me to 
the hospital.” 


With nearly 1,400 inmates, 
Wbnnwood Scrubs is one of the 
largest prisons in Europe. It 
was the scene of rioting in 
1979, which led to a long 
period of strained relations 
between prisoners and 
staff 

The Prison Officers’ Asso- 
ciation has been fully co-op- 
erative with the police inquiry, 
although the allegations have 
been received with outrage 
by officers at Wormwood 
Scrubs. 

Last April, when the crimi- 
nal investigation beganat the 


j ail , more than 100 officers 
failed to turn up for work after 
reporting in side. 

Richard TDt, the director- 
general of the Prison Service, 
ordered in 80 governor grade 
and other managerial staff to 
help run the jail and said: “We 
must assume that this is a 
protest action.” 

Since the allegations sur- 
faced, several of the complain- 
ing prisoners say they have 
bran subjected to further in- 
timidation designed to per- 
suade them not to co-operate 
with the inquiry. ... 


a strip cell in a body-belt He 
says officers left him unat- 
tended for two hours, despite h« 
i nternal and external injuries. 

The alleged attack is said to 
have taken place in the prison's 
notorious segregation unit in 
March 1993. 

Last May, Mr Jakubczyk, 

from Dudley Midlands, ac- 

cepted an out-of-court settle-" 
ment of £7,000 from the Prise® 
Service, shortly before his case, 
was due to be heard at 
Southend County Court 
Daniel Machovei; of solici- 
tors Hickman and Rose in Lon- 
don, believes the case is similar 
to many others he has been 
asked to handle, and says it 
should form part of the Metro- 
politan Police investigation into 
alleged brutality at the prison. 

Many of the prisoners who - 
(Haim to have been victimised - 
at the London jafl are black. 

One, Mr N, claims be was_ 
forced to take down a poster of 
Martin Luther King, which he 
had pinned to his cell wall 
He said: “I noticed that offi- 
cers usually beat up blade in-, 
mates and they beat me up . 
when I was alone or with a 
black inmate. 1 ' 

Mr N alleged he was as- 
saulted several times every 
day he was in the prison’s seg- 
regation unit. One officer al-*. 
Iegedly said to him: “We’D hang 
you and make it look like an ac- 
cident or mate it look as if you . 
done it yourself 
He also said senior staff 
showed him no sympathy “AD 
in all over a year I complained 
to about five different gervernors 
both in person and in writing. I 
never received a response,” he 
said. 


TRACKER 


PEP 


High performance. 


Christians learn to Air rap 
recruit children logged 


Low charges. 



When you take out a Scottish Widows UK Tracker PEP, you’ll be 
investing in the fund which has outperformed over 92% " of all 
1,436 unit trusts since launch in November 1996. 


The fund - the Scottish Widows UK Index Trust - tracks the 


Financial Times Stock Exchange 100 Index, which currently 
includes companies like BP, Marks & Spencer and BT. And 
our Trust charges are low - in fact, you won’t find a lower-cost 


umt trust 


Our UK Tracker PEP is an easv wav to invest in the 


UK stockmarket. 


And remember, after 5 April 1999 you won’t be able 
to invest money into a PEP. Shouldn’t you find out 
more todav? 


A DIPLOMA to teach people 
how to evangelise children, 
thought to be the first in Eu- 
rope, is to be launched today. 

One- and two-year courses, 
which will be validated by 
Sheffield University will equip 
adults to become children's 
missionaries. They wfll go out 
into schools, children's chibs, 
youth groups and motfaer-and- 
toddler groups to spread the 
Christian message. 

Places on the courses, or- 
ganised by the Scripture Union 
and the Methodist Qiff College, 
wfll be open to “all those who 
are committed to chil dren and 
the gospd ... the main criteria 
are the conviction to reach 
children for Christ and disciple 
them in their faith”. 

Humanists said yesterday 
that it was wrong to evangelise 
children who should be left to 
mate up their own minds about 
religion. 

But Gethin Russell- Jones, 

pHiff rriaH mwwianagpr fiirtte 

Scripture Union, said: “We 
would say to those who object 
to the idea of evangelising chfl- 


BY JUDITH JUDD 
Education Editor 


dren that every child has a 
right to hear about the Christ- 
ian faith, however young they 
are. It is right and proper that 
children should be able to mate 
a choice about whether they be- 
lieve or don’t believe. 

“The course will look at the 
legal implications of working 
with children, psychology, bow 
to safeguard them from abuse 
and how to prevent them being 
screwed up.” 

Mr Russell-Jones said that 
people who went on the course, 
which starts in September; 
would be trained to deal with 
children as young as five. “Ebr 
the first time we are providing 
an academic basis for the work 
of our children’s evangelists.” 

People of all ages will be wel- 
come but most are expected to 
be in their mid-20s. 

The -Scripture Union said 
yesterday that it might even- 
tually attract up to 50 people a 
yean The 130-year-old Christian 
charily already has more than 


20 children’s evangelists at 
work throughout the country. 
Students will be go on place- 
ments with them. They will 
also receive instruction in the- 
ology (the place of children in 
God’s kingdom), how to devel- 
op children’s spiritual aware- 


by Philip Thornton 

’fransport Correspondent 


children and bow to spread 
the gospel to them. 

Robert Ashby, director of 
the British H umanis t Associa- 
tion, said: “We are absolutely 
opposed to this on h uman 

rights grounds. Children should 
be left to choose rather than 
having religion promoted to 
them, particularly the Christian 
religion in a multi-faith society: 

■“The irony is that if we set up 
a course for adults to show chil- 
dren than God doesn’t exist we 
&ould be accused afblaspbezzy” 

E^es will be £4,995, including 
cost of placements and board 
for the one-year, full-time 
course, and £2,650 for the part- 
time course. Cliff College, 
which is run by the Methodist 
Church, runs a BA in Biblical 
and Evangelistic Ministry. 


BRITISH AIRLINES have been 
told to report every incident 
involving disruptive or dan- 
gerous passengers as part of 
government moves to elimi- 
nate “air rage". 

From next month airlines 
must give details of incidents to 
the Civil Aviation AuflMJrily This 
will include information on 
whether alcohol was a facta; 
and if a smokin g ban was «m 
issue A spokesman said it would 
take about sax months before the 
CAA would be able to offer an 
analysis of tiie causes of air rage. 

Captain Mike Vivian, CAA 
head of Sight operations, said: 
“We... need to be able to study 
the data to help provide a long- 
term solution.” 

Airlines in Britain have re- 
ported a 400 per cent increase 
in attacks over the past three 
years. In January the pflat o fa 
Boeing 767 heading for the 
Caribbean diverted to the US 
after a fight broke out; 12 peo- 
ple were taken off the aircraft. 
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Motoring Assistance 
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Dusty, 
soul of 
•British 

pop, dies 


DUSTY SPRINGFIELD died at 
her home in Henley-on-T ham es 
on Tuesday night after a long 
battle with cancer 

The 59-year-old singer 
whose trademark blonde tee- 
hive and ‘panda’' eye make-up 
inspired a generation oE ni Od- 
ettes, was diagnosed with can- 
cer after finding a lump in her 
breast in 1994. Surgery chem- 
otherapy and radiotherapy 
failed to cure the cancer and 
she moved to her present home 
late last year to find peace and 
solitude before she died. 

Springfield, whose real 
name was Mary O’Brien, was 
born in north London in 1939. 
She was awarded the OBE in 
the New Year’s honours list and 
received it in a private cere- 
mony at the Royal Marsden 
Hospital in London four weeks 
ago. Tributes to the anger were 
led by the Queen who was said 
by Buckingham Palace to be 
”saddened n by the singer’s 
death so shortly after she 
received her OBE. 

Sir Elton John, who was 
given the news of her death 
while touring America said; *T 
thought that Dusty was the 
best white British female 
singer to come along at the 
time. To me. she was as good 
a singer as Aretha F ranklin. ” 

Contemporaries from the 
1960s also joined the tributes; 
“She was an incredible artist,** 
Cilia Black said from her home 
yesterday. “I'm very sad and 
deeply shocked." 

A spokeswoman for Lulu, 
who was a friend of Dusty 
Springfield for 30years said: *1 
have just spoken to Luhi, and 
she just said that she is obvi- 
ously veiy sad, butat the same 
time relieved that Dusty is no 
longer suffering.*' 

Springfield got her start in 
pop with an all-girl group called 
the Lana Sisters before form- 


By Paul McCann 

ing The Springfields, a folk 
group, with her brother They 
had hits in the UK and the Unit- 
ed States before she began her 
solo career in 1963. Her first hit 
was in 1964, with “1 Only Want 
to be With You”, a song, which 
like many of her hits was 
influenced by her passion for 
the Motown label’s soul music. 

She was an intensely private 
person and her trademark 
make-up and wig were part of 
a plan to preserve her 
anonymity and privacy After 
her successes in the Sixties, 
which included the songs “Son 
of a Preacher Man", ‘‘You Don’t 
Have to Say You Love Me” and 
“I Just Doirt Know What Tb Do 
With Myself", she went through 
a period of decline. 

She moved to the US in the 
early Seventies and after her 
album Cameo did not record a 
hit for many years. 

After a series of comebacks 
and a battle with drugs and 
alcohol she hit the charts in the 
Eighties with the Pet Shop 
Boys and the single “What 
Have I Done to Deserve This?" 
Her songs started to feature on 
film soundtracks and she be- 
came a figure of tragic adora- 
tion for the gay community. 

The Pet Shop Boys said yes- 
terday: “Dusty was the pop 
icon of her generation and 
brought pleasure to milli ons of 
music lovers around the world. 
She will be sadly missed." 

Her appearances on the in- 
fluential pop programme 
Ready Steady Go have se- 
cured her place in the culture 
of the early Sixties. For a gen- 
eration, the Profumo scandal 
and bank holiday dashes be- 
tween mods and rockers are &H 
replayed in their memories’ to 
the background of a Dusty 
Springfield song. 
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Dusty Springfield was a star for nearly four decades. Yesterday Sir Elton John said she was ‘as good a singer as Aretha Franklin* Redjems, Hutton, Pictorial Press. MSI 

The finest female voice we ever had 


IN ONE OF those strange, pre- 
monitory coincidences that 
occur from time to time. I had 
been thinking about Dusty 
Springfield - specifically. The 
Springfields' 1962 hit Island Of 
Dreams - just a few hours be- 
fore learning of her death. Why 
I wondered had nobody (to 
my knowledge) ever recorded 
a cover version of this beauti- 
ful, fragile song, so full of hope 
and yearning, yet so vulnera- 
ble? 

The answer of course, ap- 
plies equally to virtually the en- 
tire output of Dusty’s solo 
careen for only the most fool- 
hardy or huhristic of singers 
would dare place themselves in 
direct comparison with the 
finest female pop voice this 


By Andy Gill 

country ever produced. Ttue, 
Elvis may have taken on You 
Don't Have 2b Say You Love 
Me, and The Byrds successfully 
re-worked Goin’Back , but you 
could search long and hard for 
. covers of hits like / Only Want 
lb Be With You, Losing \bu and 
1 Just Dorft Know What To Do 
WOh Myself, and even if you did 
manage to fad one, it’s odds on 
you wouldn't be able to recall 
what it sounded like, so com- 
pletely did Dusty inhabit those 
songs. 

She was bora Mary Isabel 
Catherine Bernadette O'Brien 
in 1939, and raised among Lon- 
don’ s Irish community based in 
West Hampstead. A brief stint 


as one of the three Lana Sisters 
was succeeded by a more suc- 
cessful liaison harmonising 
with her brother Tbm in his folk 
group The Springfields, who 
scored a few hits in the pre-Bea- 
tles early 1960s, and provided 
her with a catchier stage name. 

Dusty shrewdly opted for a 
solo career; quickly becoming 
one of the preeminent icons of 
the era. Her formidably back- 
combed blonde bob and heav- 
ily mascara'd “panda eyes” set 
Dusty apart from the more 
waiflike run of 1960s pop 
chanteuses. Dusty was an 
unashamed glamourpuss. 

None of her peers, however; 
could quite match Dusty's 
poise and command of her ma- 
terial 


Many of her songs dealt with 
an almost masochistic degree 
of female vulnerability, yet 
Dusty seemed somehow in 
command, strong and powerful 
despite the emotional tribula- 
tions. It’s there at its most com- 
pelling in Dusty's underrated 
1964 hit Losing You. a breath- 
taking performance which 
builds with operatic grace from 
its subdued, reflective opening 
to a cathartic climax which 
leaves her emotionally drained 
but cleansed of regret as the 
song concludes, itfs dear that 
once the eyes are dry she win 
prevail. 

By the time Dusty’s bisexu- 
ality became common knowl- 
edge in the mid-1970s, she was 
already an icon for geys who ad- 


mired her glamour, her dra- 
matic musical style, and her 
spirit of survival. She was the 
perfect pop diva, a role model 
for drag queens and dr ama 
queens alike, though the ru- 
mours didn't help a career 
lulled into inactivity by bore- 
dom: there was a gap of almost 
20 years between top ten ap- 
pearances, untilher 1987 come- 
back collaboration with Die 
Pet Shop Boys, What Have I 
DoneTbDeserve This?. The ac- 
companying Reputation album 
and its country-oriented fol- 
Iow-up A Very Fine Love were 
reasonably well-received,, but 
neither really did Dusty’s abil- 
ities full justice. 

Apart from the tranche of 
1960s hits, her peak achieve- 


ment is undoubtedly the Dusty 
In Memphis album she record- 
ed in 1968 with Atlantic's noted 
soul production team of Tom 
Dowd, Jerry Wexler and Arif 
Mardin, from which came the 
hit single Son Of A Preacher 
Man. Unlike her previous 
arrangers who tended to lay on 
the melodrama with a trowel, 
they played instead to Dusty’s 
vocal strengths, letting her 
voice rest easily among the 
more restrained Memphis soul 
settings. Although the album 
was a flop on both sides of the 
Atlantic at the time, it remains 
probably the finest pop record 
ever made by a British female 
singer an indelible testament 
to her immense talent 

Obituary, Review, page 6 
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You really can be confident in 
FRENCH, SPANISH 
GERMAN or ITALIAN 
in 3V 2 weeks. 


You (jet a much wanner response when you 
travel and command more respect In business, 
ii you speak another language. It also helps 
greatly with school progress. 

But many people are put oil learning a language 
because they fear it takes too long, will be too 
difficult or bluntly, will be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 
writing. The common complaint is “I can read a 
brt of French -but I can’t speak it" 

Accelerated Learning is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
team the way you learned English - through a 
unique combination of seeing, hearing and 
doing. 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN 


Physical Learning. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video and repeating the phrases you 
see on super tides, you team key vocabulary 
quickly and easily. Watching and imitating is how 
you started to speak as a child. 

Auditory Learning. You listen to a series of 
realistic and intriguing radio plays on 1 12 
cassettes. You become absorbed in the story 
and motivated to hear what’s next The plays 
coverall the important situations you II meet and 

• k you absorb vocabulary easily in a natural way. 

* There are parts you can practise in the car and 

even a part where the story is repeated to music, 
a technique that involves the left brain (words s 
logic) and the right brain (music and creativity}. 
The words become as easy to remember as a 
song. 

Visual Learning. In your course the foreign 
language has the English text immediately 
alongside. It helps you absorb the words . 
naturally and easily. Then key phrasKareviwIly i 
and memorably illustrated through J 

Maps'. When you recall the images, you recall | 
the words. ; 





Total Inyotvemeirt. There are dozens of games 


language in natural and enjoyable ways. One, the 
Name Game, unlocks the meaning of thousands 
of words from the very first day. 

It's the unique multi-media combination that 
engages your whole brain and gets you 
speaking confidently in such a short time. And 
fluent communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


@ We Invite you to order with 
this reassurance. We will not 
process your cheque or credit 
card for at least 15 days after 
e dispatch your course. K you 
are not completely satisfied that this is the 
fastest and most enjoyable* way to team a 
language, simply return the programme and you 
will have paid nothing. Thafs how sure we are. 


THE METHOD WORKS 


Education Hen says, “It’s racfically different - 
there are so many features about it that 
recommeral ft to the learner." The Bantam 
Institute ot Haw Zealand says, “Accelerated 
Learning is the new competitive weapon.” 

IHensa says, ‘IfS revolutionary.” The Daily Mail 
reported that “Children using Accelerated Learning 
are racing ahead.' "The results are spectacular.'’ 

BBC and [TV news recently reported on a school 
where Jai fime more students using Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marks compared with 
those using conventional courses. 

Australian TV news reported “Astanfehing 
fluency.” "They did two years work in three 
months.* 

Hundreds of companies for whom proficiency is 
vital use Accelerated Laming for language and 
general training - such as Air UK, Boeing, Boots, 
Esso, IBM, Kodak, IC1, Rover, Glaxo, Sony, Tesco, 
Nestle, Uoyds Bank etc. 


FLUENCY COMES QUICKLY 


Can you realty speak well in 3v* weeks? Yes, 
the record so far was 31 hours of study to pass 
the Institute of Linguists Preliminary Certificate. 
Think what you could achieve in a month! 

Order today on FREEPHONE (0800) 50 20 20 
(24 hours) or use the coupon below. 
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FREE 


I&i 1 Spanish* □ Italian □ 


BONUS 



mttdntDd^swidwewl 
send you: 

•The Secrets of Learning a 
Laiaage-anatiuaok 
gade book. 


1 1 enctesemy preferred method riisynstf (wWchwflbe 
■ prooKsaf orfy after (decide lo keep my course) 

1 r — i _ _ - 


Total £l DUO OR O An indof ctepOSA Of £38L50 foaeweef by 


A 


.The Physical Learning 
Video - that Irranerses 


A total bonus value affiffl! 


KccsHCj 0 MM lKSIW 


| uesb bum usf. 

1 1 enclose my cheow tor E.-— 
I Visa/Access card 

| CARO MO: - I , ■ 

| MiMsMs. 

| Address 


. onfeWtmy 
vdate — f — 


The accelerated learning method 


* &SWH1 LENHS was ID. 33 tyKWY R4. ■ 
e-Ptffc .rim^3daari°ico.Ta> __ — 




AYIES8URY.BQCKS. HP22 4BR & 

3s/" v=g «a»KojsKr*fcBy. q 
s ? yw PmstatmaaeMBus s 



"Yet another explosive system from Quantex" 

Absolute Power has just been redefined - Absolutely? 
Who else can match this incredible quality and price? 

The blisteringly fast Intel* Pentium* III Processor is combined with the brilliant TNT Graphics card and 
Detonator drivers to produce such a powerful system that graphics seem to explode into life. Quantex has just 
re-written the book on computer power. 

M45D : £999+VAT £1 ,1 73.83 INC vat 


■ Intel 8 Pentium 8 III Processor 450MHz 

■ Intel SE440ZX AGPset 

■ 3rd Generation DVD 

■ 1 28Mbyte Ultra Fast Memory 

■ 15" Digital Colour Monitor 

■ Nvidia RIVA TNT 128-bit 16MB Graphics Card 

■ Soundblaster AudioPCI Sound Card 

■ Non- Integrated Graphics or Sound 

■ Mains Powered Speakers 

■ Microsoft Windows 98, Corel Office Suite 8 

■ 10.2 Gbyte Ultra ATA Hard Disk Drive 

■ Year 2000 and 9999 Compliant 

■ Lifetime Technical Support 24 Hours Per Day... 

EVERYDAY! 

M50D : As above but with a 500MHz processor 
and 1 7" Monitor £1,1 99+VAT 

System shown contains upgraded speakers & monitor 



|TNT Graphics 
f 3 ^®en DVD ! 
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0 % Finance option 

56k Modem FREE to V 1 ,000 callers 


Call for special options:- 


Special Bonus Pack, Monitors, Warranties 
and Super Fast BT Highway Conversions, 
Express Delivery 


9999 and Year 2000 Compliant 

Our systems are hardware compliant using four digit codes to record 
the year. For example, the Year 2000 will be recorded on the internal 
dock as 2000 and not 00. 


POWERED BY INTEL... 

...DELIVERED BY QUANTEX 

1 h Why choose Quantex? 

B ■ We have designed a revolutionary new product designed to allow fester 3-D processing and 

nwi if better quality audio. But it doesn’t just stop there. With Intel* Pentium 1 ' III processors at the 
M JaJl B heart of our system it takes multimedia to new levels of realism and provides the power for the 

Good Choice? next generation of Internet and state-of-the-art 3D processing. 


vAvw.highv/ay.bt.com To Order: 01438 224444 Fax: 01438 224224 
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Mixed wards 
to be phased 
out in 3 years 


MIXED-SEX wards will be elim- 
inated from the NHS within 
three years, Frank Dobson, the 
Health Secretary pledged yes- 
terday. Announcing an extra 
next year to provide sep- 
arate facilities for men and 
women, he said 95 per cent of 
, health authorities would have 
no mixed-sex accommodation 

by 2002. 

“When this Govemmentwas 
elected I gave a pledge that, as 
part of our concern to ensure 
quality, we would work towards 
the elimination of mixed-sex ac- 
commodation, and that is ex- 
actly what Z am doing.” 

The money is part of the 
£ 1.1 bn for NHS capital projects 
announced in November which 
was divided among health au- 
thorities yesterday. The biggest 
allocation, of £l 4_2m, was for a 
new obstetrics development in 
S heffiel d. 

The NHS Confederation, 
which represents health au- 
thorities, said that by next 


By Jeremy Laorance 
Health Editor 

month two-thirds of trusts 
would have complied with gov- 
ernment objectives aimed at 
phasing out mixed-sex wards. 

Tim Jones, policy director 
said: “This money is welcome 
„ [but] the only problem may 
be that ending mixed-sex 
wards win result in lower oc- 
cupancy rates and may mean 
that more beds are needed.” 

A National Consumer Coun- 
cil survey last year showed 
that sharing wards with theop- 
posite sex was fee biggest com- 
plaint ampn g p gtfante 

More than two-thirds of 
women and 40 per cent of men 
objected to the practice, which 
started in the 1970s. 

Patients’ groups welcomed 
the announcement but warned 
that a “massive political will” 
was needed to ensure the 
money was spent on ending the 
indignity of mixed-sex wards. 



A trail biker enjoying rough terrain in Snowdonia National Park in north-west Wales. Altho 
the National Park Authority, local youths often go out under cover of poor light to avoid detc 


riding off-road is forbidden try the rules of 
ion Steve Peake 


Sawoniuk 
‘ignored 
pleas for 
mercy’ 

By Andrew Buncombe 

A CHILDHOOD acquaintance 
of Anthony Sawoniuk, the fe-tf 
fcf>dant in Britain’s first wai^ 
crimes trial, yesterday claimed 
he saw him force a family to- 
wards sf m dhflis where just 
days before 2,900 Jews had 
been murdered in Belarus. 

- Iran Baglay, 71, told the Old 
Bailey that after the Nazis mas- 
sacred th ousand s of Jews on 
the festival of Yom Kippur in 
1942, he watched as Mr Sawo- - 
niuk ignored a cobbler who 
was pleading fra* his life: Mr 
Ba glay said the group was 
walking in the direction of the 
gamrihflis He never saw the 

family a gain. 

Mr Sawoniuk, from south 
London, is accused of murder- 
ing up to 20 Jews while serving 
as a police officer in Do- 
macbevo in Nazi-occupied Be- ' i . 
Iarus between 1941-1944. He t. 
denies all the charges. 

The trial continues. 
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ONLY TWO PEOPLE KNOW THE TRUTH 
NOW ONE OF THEM SPEAKS OUT. 

MONICA: 

THE INTERVIEW 




in Ulster 
moved to 
Easter 


The: DEADLINE for a make-or- 
break n egotiating session on 
df»-cn mmi«Kinnmg an d agree- 
ment on a new administration 
fra- Northern Ireland has 
effectively been pushed back 
until the last week in March, 
according to a range of sources 
jp Belfast:^.- .. 

Sources across the political ' 
sperirumJiKficated yesterday 
that they Befierfred 1 the real 
deadline for agreement is 2 
April which, as Good Friday will 
cany a powerfid symbolic force 
for getting the Good Friday 
agreement of last year up and 
running. The Government 
meanwhile responded to a 
recent upsurge in loyalist vio- 
lence in Northern Ireland by 
banning two small but danger- 
ous Protestant paramilitary 
groups, the Red Hand Defend- 
ers and the Orange Vtfunteers. 

The groups, which emerged 
late last year; are said to be 
made up of dissident loyalists 
who have left larger organisa- 
tions which are now observing 
ceasefires. The Red Hand 
Defenders have claimed two 
lives, one a Catholic man shot 
atrandom in north Belfast and 
the' other an RUC officer who 
was struck in the face by a blast 
braxd> during a protest against 
the banning ofaloyafist parade. 

The authorities simultane- 
ously recognised the ceasefire 
declared by a republican 
organisation, the Irish National 
Liberation Army, in August of 
last yean This means that its 
two dozen prisoners are eligi- 
ble to apply for early release 
under the terms of the Good 
Friday agreement 

On the political front the 
expectation is that an intense 
last-minute negotiation will go 


By David McKittrick 
Ireland Correspondent 

down to the wire of the 2 April 
deadline. This represents an 
extension from the date of 10 
March, which until recently 
was regarded as the target for 
agreement In the meantime a 
flurry of meetings has been tak- 
tngpiaee involving Mo Mowlam, 
the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland and most of 
the province’s parties. 

Many of the major players . 
are to travel to Washington for - 
St Patrick’s Day celebrations, 
when President Bill Clinton is 
expected to make it dear he wiB 
continue to take an active 
interest in Northern Ireland. 

There is still no sign of either 
Sinn Fbm or the Ulster Union- 
ist party budging from their 
positions on de-commission- 
ing. The republicans maintain 
there is no chance of any de- 
commissioning before an 
administration is formed, while 
tiie Unionist party insists on 
“product” in advance. 

There is interest in some 
quarters in the idea, floated by 
Seamus Mahon of the SDLR 
that republicans could join the 
administration on the condition 
that de-commissioning will take 
place over the following year, g' 

With no sign of either repub- ' 
lican or loyalist flexibility some 
variation of this idea, centring 
on . the notion of a timetable, 
appears in logic to offer a basis 
for compromise. 

At the moment, however, 
neither side appears to be in the 
business of seeking such a 
compromise, which means that 
a successful outcome depends 
on the last-minute talks pro- 
ducing mutual movement 


. ... 


In Brief 

Mffions to get new phone numbers 

PLANS TO change millions of phone numbers to meet 
increased demand will go ahead in summer; the regulator, 
Oftel, said. Six areas will be affected, incl uding London, 
where 0171 and 0181 will change to 0207 and 0208. It will 
be the capital’s third revamp in 10 years. 

Scientists talk to the animals 

SCIENTISTS HAVE followed in Dr Dolittie’s footsteps by 
talking to animals in their own language. By broadcasting 
d ude s and grunts to poultry and pigs, researchers at the 
University of Prince Edward LslancLCanada, were able to 
encourage young animals to feed and grow faker. 

£55^)00 for scarred crash victim 

an ASIAN car accident victim who claimed his injuries 
have reduced his chances erf an arranged marriage was 
yesterday awarded £55,000 in an out-of-court settlement 
Mamun Hussain Khan, 20, a student from Walsall West 
Midlands, suffered serious leg injuries in the crash in 1996. 

Lawrence landscape saved 

ALANDSCAPE in D H Lawrence’s novel, The Rainbow, 
was yesterday saved from mining development a High 
Court judge overturned a decision by Environment 
Secretary John Prescott allowing RJB Mining (UK) Ltd 
to extract coal at Shortwood Farm, Cossali, Notts. 
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Firms ‘suppressed 
safer cigarettes’ 


HOME NEWS/7 


BY Jeremy Laurance 
H ealth Editor 

Scores OF inveptioos for safer 
cigarettes have been patented 
by tobacco companies but 

never used because of industry 
fears that they would dama ge 
demand for the conventional 
product, anti-smo king chari- 
ties claimed yesterday. 

Ideas that might have saved 
thousands of lives range from 
unproved filters to cut the 
quantity of noxious chemicals 
reaching the lungs, to the 
addition of catalysts to ^hsngf * 
the chemical composition of the 
smoke. They have all been ex- 
plored over the past 25 years. 

The inventions have never 
reached the shops because 
selling a “safer” cigarette 
created the legal and market- 
J( tog problem of admitting that 
' • existing cigarettes were unsafe, 
the Imperial Cancer Research 
Fluid (ICRF) and Action on 
Smoking and Health CASH) 
said in a joint report. 

The claims were dismissed 
by the tobacco industry yester- 
day. A spokesmansaid the fact 
that an idea was patented didn’t 
mean it would work to practice, 
or be acceptable to consumers. 

Investigations by the chari- 
ties have uncovered 57 patents 
lodged with the US patent office 
since the early Seventies and 
over 100 more submitted to its 
UK equivalent They indude 
designs for elaborate devices 
such as tiie “rigarettepipe with 
purifier” which incorporates a 


Liggett and Meyers, US, 
1972: Chemical filter 
containing a mixed-metal 
carbonate; reduces 
hydrogen cyanide. 

Philip Morris, US, 1981: 
New smoking material 
formed by heating carbo- 
hydrate and mixing it with a 
tobacco slurry; produces 
less tar and nicotine. 
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porcelain holder- 


fioke channel 


cigarette - 


Up of dgareue 
inserted into pipe - 


-headng etement 


The heated smokes drawn through the 
chaqnef surrounded by the collar into die 
smoker's mouth. The device would need a 
battery which b not shown, it would be 
cumbersome, expensive anct feaue smokers 
with die problem oT disposing of four 
Inches of hoc porcelain. 


products cause premature 
death for half of all long-term 
smokers, so even a small im- 
provement could save thou- 
sands of lives." He said the 
emphasis on ‘‘low-tar” ciga- 
rettes was misleading because 
evidence showed that smokers 
compensated by puffing harder 
and covering up air holes in the 
filters with their fingers, 

CEve Bates, director erf ASH, 
said the companies should be 
required by the European 
Union to disclose all the haz- 
ardous constituents of tobacco 
smoke and then reduce them. 




Armani 


catalytic afterburner to ensure 
that incompletely burnt hydro- 
carbons are burnt more com- 
pletely, reducing the tar levels. 

The dgarettepipe would 
have needed a powerful suck to 
draw air through it, creating 
what is known to the trade as 
a “hernia effect”, and would 
have left smokers with four 
indies of hot porcelain and 
metal to dispose o& making it 
impractical as well as expen- 
sive. However other; simpler, 
innovations such as the addition 
of catalysts to the tobacco itself 
which work in the same way as 
catalytic converters in cars to 
absorb carbon monoxide and ni- 
trous oxides, could have cut the 
incidence of disease caused by 

smoking, which dawns 120,000 

lives a year to the UK 

Confidential tobacco indus- 
try documents released during 


litigation in the US reveal the 
companies 1 reluctance to in- 
troduce these measures. An in- 
ternal memo written in 1986 by 
Patrick Sheehy, the chief ex- 
ecutive of British American 
Tobacco, said: “In attempting 
to develop a ‘safe’ cigarette you 
are, by implication, to danger 
of being interpreted as ac- 
cepting the current product is 
unsafe and this is not a position 
that I think we should take.” 

Dr Martin Jarvis, of the 
ICRF health behaviour unit, 
said smoke contained 4,000 
chemicals, in addition to the 
nicotine that smokers want, 
which form the sticky residue 
in the lungs known as tan “The 
cigarette is like a dirty syringe 
for taking nicotine,” he said. 
“What we now know is that the 
tobacco companies could have 
made it less dirty. The current 


warned there was no such 
thing as a safe cigarette. Dr 
Angela Hilton, of the British 
Thoracic Society, said: “Al- 
though we welcome any steps 
to make cigarettes deanex; the 
only way to reduce smoktog- 
reJated illness and death is to 
increase the numbers of people 
stopping smoking for good.” 

John Carlisle, a spokesman 
for the Tbbacoo Manufacturers 
Association, said the industry 
had worked with governments 
over the past 20 years to make 
cigarettes safer and some 
innovations had been accepted 
while others had not "Patents 
are lodged day to and day out 
but the fact that they are there 
doesn’t mean that they work; 
are proven or will meet con- 
sumer desires. We will carry 
our research to produce ciga- 
rettes that are satisfactory for 
our customers and meet the re- 
quirements of government.” 


Life-Saving Patents 


Fabrique De Ikbac 
Rennies, Switzerland, 
1986: Use of micro- 
organisms to improve 
tobacco; the micro- 
organisms consume nitrates 
and ammonium compounds 
in the tobacco, converting 
them to amino acids and 
proteins which are less 
harmful. 


Japan Tobacco Inc, 1987: 

Cigarette incorporating fire 
retardant in its skin; 
reduces the delivery of tar. 
No company; 1988: Filter 
made from the fruiting 
body of a fungus. 
Bacidiomycetes: absorbs 
car, nicotine and other 
harmful particulates 
making the tobacco smoke 


taste iight and mild. The 
Filter is contained in a 
separate cigarette holder. 
Rothmans, Benson and 
Hedges, Canada, 1996: 
Flavour reset technique; 
ensures that as the 
cigarette is smoked, flavour 
Is maintained at a lower tar 
level, reducing tar delivered 
to the lungs. 



Classic Armani designs, such as these suits with their easy tailoring and soft and 
fluid lines, were unveiled on the catwalk in Milan yesterday Luca Bnmo/AP 


By Susannah frankel 


THE All-powerful Giorgio 
Armani showed his main 
fine collection and the jewel 
in his crown in Milan yes- 
terday. Italy’s king of mini - 
matigrn and the man who 
dressed the Eighties con- 
tinues to stick to what he 
does best- design classically. 
And he is wise to do so. This 
year; for the second time 
r unning , his is the most prof- 
itable company to all of Italy. 
Only a fool would argue with 

that. 

Neither does Armani 
seem to bother with passing 
trends. It is arguably just this 
more classic - and often 
more kind - view of "what 
women, and men, want to 
wear that made him so suc- 
cessful to the first place. 

Earlier this week, for his 
Emporio line, Armani stuck 
to neutrals once again - not 
the sludgy hues that have 
dominated other collections 
so fan but rathe - less noxious 
shades. For his main line 
show, Armani, unlike other 
designers, rarely bothers 
with big-name models or 
with a spectacular setting. 
Instead, the audience is ex- 
pected to concentrate on the 
clothes which are shown to 
his understated, if grand 
showroom. For daywear, 
easy tailoring - and trouser 
suits to particular - are the 
order of the day. These are 
soft-shouldered and fluid - 
the easiest thing to the world 
to wean For evening wear; 
there were acres ctf ink-black 
velvet; as well as signature 
beaded gowns, camisoles 
and skirts: long, not so long, 
narrow or fulL There are 
few designers to the world 
who rival him where these 
are concerned. Hopeful 
Oscar nominees are <foubt- 
less joining the star-spangled 
queue already. 


BRITISH GAS GUARANT€€S A DROP 
IN ELECTRICITY PRICES UNTIL 
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MC Betty puts Hansard chart-toppers on House playlist 



THE ROLE of Speaker in the House 
could be likened to that of a (fisc jock- 
ey, adjusting the mood of the gath- 
ering by a careful variation of style 
and tempo -now a slow number to 
cool things down, now one that is 
certain to get the waflftowersjurup- 
ing There fa a playlist of course, foe 
Order Paper detailing those MPs 
whose questions have been drawn, 
and dictating the sequence in which 
they win be called. But MC Betty stQl 
has considerable leeway to extend 
the discussion of a topic or to move 

on to a fresh one and, like any speak- 
er who wants to stay sane, she has 
a prejudice in favour of the more en- 
tertaining MPs, the Hansard chart- 


toppers who can pretty much guar- 
antee an airing on any given subject. 

Yesterday she employed her pre- 
rogative in a rath<^ striking way call- 
ing Tam DatyeH to ask a question 
early in Prime Munster’s Ques- 
tions, despite toe fact that Ms name 
wasntontheOrderPaper; a TheH<>- 
nourable Gentleman was fortunate 
to catch my eye,” she said archly 
latex; when he raised another Point 
of Order about Iraq, "V&y fortunate, 
given that be wasn't in his usual seat 
and was almost invisible behind a 
ruck ofLabour colleagues. Perhaps 
Ms Boothrqyd is getting a little 
bored, or perhaps she amply agrees 
with Martin Bell, who was cm the 


playlist, and who used his moment 
to ask the Prime Minister whether 
he would encourage "more freedom 
for back-benchers” so that Parlia- 
ment could be something more 
than a rubber stamp assembly. 

Mr Blair cheerMJy pointed out 
that Party discipline was a relative- 
ly simple matter for Mr Bell, since 
his party’s Chid Whip, Leader and 
Awkward Squad all inhabit the same 
white suit But then he got serious; 
no paying lip-service to the hon- 
ourable traditions of parliamentary 
scrutiny, no pious words about the 
importance of vigorous debate, just 
a flat assertion of power “I happen 
to befieve we are entitled as a Gov- 


The sketch 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


eminent to put through our pro- 
gramme.” If Labour backbenchers 
had felt insurrection thrill in their 
veins at Mr BelTs remarks (and there 


were excitable moos from both sides 
of the House) then Mr Blair’s steely 
reply will have sedated them back 
into biddable dormancy. 

The Prime Minister's commit- 
ment to party discipline isn't incon- 
sistent; of course; with thecheerfid 
encouragement of independence in 
Mr Hague’s backbenchers. He was 
positively chummy after Ian Taykn; 
a prominent Europhfle Tbry, had 
asked a question about space pro- 
gramme investment, noting mis- 
chievously that they could discuss 
which of their colleagues they would 
most lite to put into ‘Tveafeel- 

ing we might just agree on that," 
grinned Mr Blair as his front bench 


stabbed their fingers gteefoflyinMr 

Hague’s dirertion. The Uxy lea “f^ s 


the fax only went out the following 

uMnim-ihlir snlashed with a fonr 


re-entxy. , 

But perhaps Mr Hague was ai- 

ready on some other planet During 

Points of Order; just after the Prime 
Minister had left. James Pace re- 
vealed that Mr Blair had overshot 
when replying to a recent question 

about whether European inspectors 

had been invited to inspect British 

abattoirs. Taking da evens bet, the 

prime Minister had assured the 
House, in slightly flustered tones, 

that the invitation had already been 

issued. But after dibgent detective 

wort. Mr Race had established that 


oropt. lu Mm"-’ "- — 

Mr Hague wasn’t aware of this 
pertinent little embarrassment-if 
so, Mr Pace deserves to be ttebed 
off by the whips for hogging his 
scoop. But if he was told, I think he 
seriously missed a trick. If I was 
preparing to bandy statistics with 
Mr Blaiti as Mr Hague was with an 
rises and fudged hns. 


assaun on rax ouu iuugw uws- . 

pital waiting lists, I would have 
thought it more than a little handy 
to be able to demonstrate that the 
Prime Minister’s confident asser- 


tions can i - 

correspond to reality. 


Blair denies 


claims of tax 


by stealth 


WILLIAM HAGUE accused the 
Prime Minister of imposing 
stealth taxes on business yes- 
terday. dismissing Tbny Blair's 
pledge that taxes had been re- 
duced as “complete and utter 
rubbish”. 

The Tory leader used the last 
question time before the Bud- 
get next Tuesday, to argue that 
Labour had increased taxes 
on business by £Sbn-a-yean 

During noisy exchanges, Mr 
Blair rebutted Mr Hague's 
claims, stressing that the tax 
burden would rise by less than 
the level the Tbries predicted in 
their last Budget 

“The CBI has welcomed our 
reform of tax and if you are 
talking about the reform of tax 
credits, of course that will yield 
from the next couple of years 
onwards a £4bn tax cut for busi- 
ness. I assume it is your policy 
to reverse that polity now.” 

While it was true that the 
overall tax take was to increase 
between 1997 and 2002, the 
Government had public spend- 
ing under control, he added. 

Mr Hague said that while Mr 
Blair claimed business taxes 


by Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 


had gone down, a “fact” that 
they bad gone up. 

The main elements of the 
stealth tax were the introduction 
of a quarterly payment system 
for corporation tax, abolition of 
dividend tax credits, increased 
road fuel duties, increases in 
stamp duty and the windfall tax 
on the privatised utilities. 

“Before we start debate on 
this year’s Budget, is it not time 
that we started to tell the truth 
about last year’s,” Mr Hague 
said. 

Replying, Mr Blair pointed to 
measures sudi as the Working 
Families Tax Credit, CWd Care 
Benefit and a cut in National In- 
surance which would leave 
many families better oft 
The Prime Minister warned 
Mr Hague he was in danger of 
acting like a hypocrite if he at- 
tacked rises in petrol duty. It 
wastlfo Conservatives who in- 
troduced the “petrol duty fuel 
escatetor”, he sahfrN ** > 

He said: “Let me read what 


the former Chancellor of the Ex- 
diequec Kenneth Clarte,- if it’s 
not out of order to quote him to 
Conservatives any more -said 
when he put in the escalator: 

“He said: ‘Any critic of the 
Tory Government’s tax plans 
who also claims to support the 
international agreement to 
curb carbon dioxide emissions 
will be sailing dangerously near 
to hypocrisy'.” 

■ The row over the “real scan- 
dal” behind waiting list figures 
intensified during question 
time when Mr Hague claimed 
that the number of people writ- 
ing to get on an official hospi- 
tal waiting list had doubled in 
the last two years. He claimed 
there were now nearly half a 
million people writing fix' hos- 
pital appointments. 

But Mr Blair replied waiting 
lists were being brought down 
after years of increases and the 
latest figures showed more 
outpatients were being treated. 

Frank Dobson, the Health 
Seaefarxsridearfie ^ t biK ^ee fe - 
that the number of people wait 



by 14^00 in January. 


More oomph 


Loyalists rebel over plan 
to cut disabled benefits 


m 




Take the Compaq Deskpro EP 6450+ with 
the powerful new Intel' Pentium' III processor. 


LOYALIST LABOUR MPs re- 
belled yesterday over the Gov- 
ernment's controversial {dans 
to cut benefit pEQunents to same 
disabled people. 

In the first public revolt over 
the Welfare Reform Bill, 11 
Labour MPs tabled a Com- 
mons motion d eman ding a U- 
tum over its proposal to reduce 
incapacity benefit payments 
for disabled people who also 
have private pensions. 

Although the first £50 a week 
of a pension will not be means- 
tested, disabled people receiv- 
ing more than that will lose 50p 
of every £1 they are paid in in- 
capacity benefit 

The Disability Benefits Con- 
sortium said yesterday it was 
“dismayed” that means-testing 
was beinglntroduced fora ben- 
efit to which people had con- 


WELFARE 

By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 


tributed through their Nation- 
al Insurance payments. 

The group warned that dis- 
abled people who had made 
provision for their own retire- 
ment “are likely to feel deeply 
betrayed when they discover 
that they are to be penalised for 
doing this”. 

The Commons motion, 
tabled by Jim Cunningham, 
Labour MP for Coventry South, 
welcomed the Government’s 
welfare reform programme but 
“noted” the concerns among 
pressure groups about the 
effects on the “genuinety dis- 
abled.” 

It called on ministers to 
bring in “ a more generous set 


Add the Compaq S700 17" colour monitor. 


of arrangements for those re- 
cipients of incapacity benefit 
who draw upon occupational 
pensions”. 

The protest will be taken se- 
riously by the Government be- 
cause the 11 rebels are not 
among the “usual left-wing sus- 
pects" who have criticised the 
welfare reforms. 

It raises the prospect of sub- 
stantial rebellion during the 
Bill’s passage through Parlia- 
ment which could force Alistair 
Darting, the Secretary of State 
fir Social Security to think again. 

Mr Darling argues that the 
number of disabled people with 
private pensions has increased 
sharply in recent years. But the 
rebels insist this trend was al- 
ready taken into account when 
the previous Conservative gov- 
ernment replaced invalidity 




she 


•flawd for N ew l ^^ i el feBia^ Bridge in London yesterday before sending it off wife 

more than 100 others - one for each MP serving the Thames Water region - in a race to mark the dean-up of the river NeviUe Elder 
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benefit with the present less 
generous schema 

As well as tabling amend- 
ments to the cuts in incapaci- 
ty benefit foe rebels hope towin 
changes to government plans 
to restrict widows’ benefits. 

Iain Duncan Smith, the Tbry 
spokesman on social security 
said: “The Government is 
wrong to penalise people who 
have made provision for their 
own retirement. Pensioners 
need to be aware that ministers 
cannot be trusted.'’ 

Mr Darting believes reform is 
needed because invalidity ben- 
efit has become a form of eariy- 
retiranent ButfoeDisaliBtyM- 
fiancesaidyesterday^Tfedoriot- 
think there fa any thing wrong in ' 
principle with people taking^ 
early reti rement on medical or 
disability grounds.” -j; 
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Attach a special price tag of just £1195, 
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Oil ‘accident’ 

IT WAS certainly not “by 
purpose” that the oil 
pipeline which runs from 
the Iraqi field of Kirkuk to 
the south Turkish port of 
Ceyhan was damaged by 
an air strike, Tony Blair 
insiste d . 


Tories bet on 
Patti Boulaye 
for black vote 
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Bragg’s hope 

LORD BRAGG, foe 
broadcaster; urged the 
BBC to concentrate on 
providing high quality 
programmes for a 
growing army of listeners 


and viewers. 


Lawrence case 
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POLICE HAVE set up a 24- 
hour incident room at 
Eltham Police station, 
south east London, to 
protect informants whose 
identity was exposed in 
the Stephen Lawrence 
report. Home Secretary 
Jack Straw disclosed. 


PATTI boulaye, the actress 
and singer, fa to stand as a 
Conservative candidate in the 
Greater London Assembly 
elections next May. 

Ms Boulaye will announce 
today her candidacy for the 
new 25-seat authority. 

She first found fame on TVs 
New Faces talent programme 
in the 1970s, and was a star of 
West End musicals such as 
Hair; Jesus Christ Superstar 
and Carmen Jones, 

Her selection by the Tbries 
is seen as a calculated attempt 
to wmexuriri black votes in the 
contest 

Neartya quarter of London- 
ers are from ethnic minorities 
and all three a tom political 
parties are keen to be seen to 
as representative of the capi- 
tal’s cosmopolitan make -up. 

Ms Boulaye said- “I am very 
much looking forward to stand- 
ing and I believe deeply that I 


LONDON ASSEMBLY 

By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 


have a mission to not only 

serve foe interests of all people, 
but also to bring as many of toe 
black and ethnic minority com- 
munity to Conservative views." 

Richard Ottaway, Shadow 
Minister for London, said that 
he was “delighted” that Ms 
Boulaye had decided to stand. 

“I believe she can make an 
important contribution to Lon- 
don’s political life, particularly 
as a voice for the ethnic com- 
munity” he said. 

“Rithermore, London is a 
centre for the arts and Patti’s 
professional career as a per-* 
former means that she has a 

great deal to contribute in one 
of London’s most important 
roles. This can only be good 

news for Londoners and makes 

her an ideal candidate.” 


£20m Nl ‘profit’ 

THE GOVERNMENT had 
taken £20m from pension . 
savers to profit from its 
incompetence over the 
National Insurance 
computer fiasco, shadow 
social security secretary 
lain Duncan Smith said. 
While delays In Nl rebate 
payments had netted the 
Treasury £58m profit, the 
compensation it had 
agreed to pay was £3 8m, 
he said. 
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Rural policies 

FRANCIS MAUDE, the 
shadow chancellor; likened 
the opponents of the single 
currency to the gathering 
of Interests which came 
together in the 
Countryside Alliance to 
fight the Government’s 
rural policies, only on an 
even greater scale. 
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IN AN HISTORIC legal dedsion, 
an Indian Ocean islander yes- 
terday won the right to bring a 
High Court case against the 
Government for expe lling him 
and hundreds of others from 
their homes to make way for a 

US military base. 

Louis Bancoult won leave to 
begin a legal fight to return to 
his homeland in the Chagos 
I s la nds, which make up the 
British Indian Ocean Territory, 
A which was emptied of its in- 
'w habitants to allow for the build- 
ing of the giant Diego Garda air 
base 32 years ago. 

At the time of the clearance^ 
1,400 people lived on the islands; 
arouiKl 3,000 exiles and their de- 
scendants now live on Mauri- 
tius, 1,200 miles from home. 

The case has become an 
international cause c&6bre, 
with human rights campaigners 

daimm g itwasa shamrfiii iflft- 
tie-known, episode in recent 
British history The might of the 
British and American govern- 
ments had been used to crush 
the rights of the islanders as UK 
citizens, they say. What hap- 
pened has resulted in five gen- 
erations being sent into etfle, 
often in poverty, it is claimed. 

The island of Diego Garcia, 
4 in the meantime, leased to die 
US for 50 years, has been built 
up into a major strategic base, 
which was used in the bomb- 
ings oHraq during the Gulf Wan 

Mr Bancoult had received 
legal aid to bring his case. The 
British Government argued 
that the High Court , had no 
jurisdiction over the matter 
and that it should go before a 
British In dian Ocean Territory 
colonial court But Mr Justice 
Scott Baker; granting Mr Ban- 
coult and fellow islanders leave 
to seek a judicial review, dis- 
missed die Government’s 
arguments and ruled; “lam sat- 
isfied the applicant has at the 
very least an arguable caseon 
jurisdiction. In my judgment foe 


Prescott goes 
diving to save 
the Maldives 


JOKES ABOUT Peter Mandel- 
son are out John Prescott, 
who once compared the former 
Cabinet minister to a crab, win 
be avoiding any mention of the 
crustaceans when he drops in 
on the undersea world of the 
Maldives. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
• announced yesterday he is 
planning to dive on the teeming 
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Prescott; Highlighting 
threat of global warming 

coral seabed in the Indian 
Ocean islands on the final leg 

of a trip to India to highlight the 
threat to one of the world’s most 
beautiful holiday locations. If 

global warming is not checked 

by measures agreed at the 
earth summits, the Maldives 
could be lost 

As he announced the trip 
yesterday. Mr Prescott was 
asked what he was going to do 
to stop the islands being sub- 
,qb merged. He said he was not 
' planning to act like Ring 
Canute, but the getting the 
agreement of the developed 
world to meet its world cli- 
mate targets on pollution is one 
way of holding back the waters. 


ByCoun Brown 
C hief Political Correspondent 

The Maldives is the fifth 
country to ratify the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol, whidt he helped to ne- 
gotiate in 1997 setting a 
legally-binding global target of 
5 per cent cuts in greenhouse 
gases by 2012. 

The warm waters of the Mal- 
dives will present no fears for 
Mr Prescott, who, in Opposition, 
trained as a diver as part of a 
campaign he led for safety on 
North Sea o3 rigs, and met the 
late Jacques Cousteau, the 
French underwater explorer. 
He even swam two miles along 
the cold and murky River 
Thames from Chelsea Bridge to 
Westminster to present a peti- 
tion to Downing Street in a wet 
suit, when Lady Thatcher was 
in office, in a protest about 
dumping at sea. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
Sew to India last night, where 
he will spend a week on an of- 
ficial visit, carrying a pledge of 
£50,000 to help save tigers from 
the threat of extinction. The aid 
brings the total cash donated by 
Britain to protect dwindling 
tiger numbers there to £200,000. 

The Deputy Prime Minister; 
who is to be given a special 
award by Chester Zoo for his 

conservation work for tigers, 
told a London news confer- 
ence that the trip was a 
"chance to listen and learn” 
from India about its commit- 
ment to meeting its targets on 

climate change. 

Mr Prescott is to meet 
India's premier A B Vajpayee 
and mate a keynote speech at 
the Millennium Tiger Confer- 
ence in Delhi on Friday. 

The former merchant sea- 
man is planning an interoa- 
tiVwit initiative, after talks with 
A1 Gore, the American vice 
president, to protect the seas. 

Leading article. 
Review page 3 
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Banished 

islanders 
win right 
of appeal 


HOME NEWS/9 


BTKMSENGUFTft 

case requires careful consid- 
eration, of a difficult area of con- 
stitutional law.” 

Mr Bancoult, the chairman 
of the Chagos Refugee Group, 
was not in London yesterday 
Tracked down to his home in 
Port Louis, Mauritius and told 
Ihe news by The Independent, 
he said: “This is wonderful, 
fantastic. We are very happy to 
hear what hgd happened, but 
we are also very surprised.* 
His femity found themselves 
banished from their home on 
the island of Peros Banhos, 
part of the Chagos archipelago 
of which Diego Garda is the 
principal island, in 1967. They 
had travelled to Mauritius 
because his sister needed med- 
ical treatment, and then dis- 
covered thqy were not allowed 
to return. 

Mfr Bancoult. a 35-year-old 
electrician, said: “ I am lucky, 

I have got a job and I can feed 
my wife and children. But a lot 
of others are living in poverty. 
There are a lot of people who 
have problems, there are peo- 
ple who have committed sui- 
cide. The terrible part is just to 
be thrown out of our homes like 
that It is difficult to describe 
how nmch we miss it, especially 
the older people. 

“We are citizens of the UK 
I have given my son the Eng- 
lish name of Oliva; But I must 
admit we feel a bit betrayed. I 
hope to to go to London very 
soon and perhaps Robin Cock 
will see me.” 

The Foreign Secretary has 
been accused of “evading the 
issue” when the question of 
Diego Garcia was raised by his 
Mauritian counterpart in Sep- 
tember 1997. The Government 
insists that adequate financial 
compensation had been paid to 
tire islanders ini 972 and 1982 
and the vast majority have 
renounced their right to return. 



The island of Diego Garcia, in the Indian Ocean, whose inhabftantsw^re removed in the SbS^tomatew^foraSi^afr^forBriS 
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Workers win 


legal right to 


48-hour week 


in the first legal test of the new 
tew on working time, the High 
Court yesterday approved a 
short cut to employment rights 
which could benefit milli ons of 
workers. Mr Justice Gage de- 
cided that employees Save the 
right to take an employer to 
court if they are being forced to 
work more than 48 hours a 
week, rather than wait for offi- 
cial organisations to take the 
initiative. 

The Health and Safety Ex- 
ecutive, which will police the law 
in factories, and local authori- 
ties -which wifl do the same for 
offices - have both indicated 
that they would enforce the 
regulations with a “light touch". 

But afteryesterday’s ruling 
against RJB Mining at the High 
Court in London, many staff will 
be able to get injunctions to pre- 
vent employers making them 
work more than 48 hours, av- 
eraged over 17 weeks. 

The case was brought by five 
members of the pit supervisors’ 
union Nacods, who were grant- 
ed a declaration allowing them 
to refuse to work until their 
hours averaged out at 48. 

The ruling means that 
unions have more power to de- 


By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 


mand higher rates for working 
over the limit RJB Mining 
claimed this was the union’s 
motive in bringing the actkjn. 
The company was granted 
leave to take the case to the 
Court of Appeal 

Martin Harvey, for the pit- 
men, said the judgment 
it clear that employees had the 
right not to wort: more than 48 
hours a week unless they want- 
ed to. In cases where busi- 
nesses breached injunctions, 
staff would be able to go to an 
employment tribunal and claim 
compensation, he said. 

Management at RJB Mining 
argued that the European 
Union's Working Time Direc- 
tive, which was incorporated 
into British law last October; 
created no obligations or rights 
and was not to be read as part 
of a contract of employment. 
The enrn pa^yftteft rfainwd that 

the regulations could not be 
made the subject of dvil pro- 
ceedings to the onfinaiy courts. 

The five colliery supervisors 
work to or around 'Ybrkshire 
where 353 of their ooDeagues out 


of 400 have followed the advice 

flf ftwriminn and refinwi fn si gn 

an opt-out from the regulations. 
They have continued working 
“under protest” despite their 
claim of excess hours. 

Management representa- 
tives told the judge that as soon 
as it became dear employees 
were refusing to sign opt-outs, 
RJB took actios to ensure that 
the 48-hour limit would be in- 
troduced at the earliest oppor- 
tunity. It was therefore a very 
short-term problem which 
would disappear within weeks, 
butwiudiRJBfearedwouldbe- 
come an acute problem if the su- 
pervisors won their case. 

The judge rejected RJB’s ar- 
gument that the rules could 
be enforced through criminal 
proceedings bro ught against an 
emplo yer by the Health and 
Safety Executive. He saidit was 
an issue of contractual obligation 
which could therefore be con- 
sidered by the dvil courts. 

The Institute of Directors 
said to a statement that the rul- 
ing had confirmed its fears 
that the d ire ctive would “impair 
the ability of employers to run 
their companies to the most 
productive and flexible way”. 






Turning 
your wall 
into a 
speaker 


BY CHARLES ARTHUR 
Technology Editor 


I Jon Vizor with 1cm thick speakers. They produce sound which appears to come from everywhere Ibm Craig 


IT BEGAN with a British sci- 
entists quest to understand 
why modern military aircraft 
have noisier cockpits. The an- 
swer wiMns that from this 
weekend, you can replaeeyour 
bulky speakers with a wafer- 
thin pairwhich can be hung on 
thewalL 

But that’s only the start, 
according to Jon Vizor, 
marketing director of NXT a 
British audio company. 

“Think how many speakers 
there are to your home - the 
dock radio, TV set, transistor 
radio. We wifi be able to provide 
. speakers for all of those.” , 

The sound, too, amazes first- 
. time listeners: it appears to 
come from everywhere. 

The technology based on 
the solution of a complex 

mathematical prnhtem, means 
that you can make any solid 
surfed, from a credit card to a 
cinema screen, into a 
loudspeaker. 

The answer to the question 
of why lie cockpits of modem 
aircraft are so noisy is that the 
canopy acts like a loudspeaker. 
By applying that finding - 
which requires the solution to 

' a isvm plg* matlwmatiml eqim- 

tion including eight at so vari- 
ables -to rigid surfaces, Henry 
Azhna and Neil Harris, two 

British iwa tti smaririans, dis- 
covered the new way to make 
a loudspeaker 
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Car buyers pay for 
dealers’ dirty tricks 


CAR DEALERS are giving mis- ' 
leading advice to British con- 
sumers to deter them from 
going to the Continent to buy a 
cheaper car; a consumers’ or- 
ganisation claimed today. 

The Consumers' Associa- 
tion said buyers were befog told. 


By Philip Thornton 
T ransport Correspondent 




It contacted dealers across 
the UK asking bow to import 
cars from Europe, where. they 
are up to 60 per cent cheapen 
Posing as a consumer; re- 
searchers asked about import- 
ing a Mazda, a Mitsubishi and 
a Subaru from Holland or Bel- 
gium. It said they were given 
“misleading and plainly wrong 
information”. 

In a repeat in Which? mag- 
azine, published today, the as- 
sociation said tricks used by 
dealers, included claims that: 
■ The customer would have 
trouble getting any work done 
on the car or getting boid of 
spare parts, even though deal- 
ers are obliged to honour war- 


ranties across the European 
Union; . . 

■ The car could fail its three- 
year MOT test because cars 
bought outside the UK had 

differe nt emissanns s tandar ds, 

although all cars sold, in the 
EU must meet the same stan : 
dards; 1 

■ It was impossible to buy a 
right-hand drive car in either 
Holland or Belgium - a blatant 
untruth; 

■ Any warranty wort: would 
have to be paid for up-front and 
the money claimed back from 
the European dealer - some- 
thing that would be to breach 
of EU regulations. 

The association said sever- 
al dealers had tried to confuse 
its researchers by talking about 
the different rules that govern 
“gray imports” - cars originat- 
ing outside the EU. 

The association said it had 
sent a dossier of evidence to the 
European Commission, which 
oversees the rules covering 


Blair devotee to quit 
parliament for family 


By Paul Waugh 


Political Correspondent 




PHILIPS 


of Parliament is to stand down 


at the next general election in 
order to spend more time with 
her two young children. 

Judith Church, the MP for 
Dagenham, announced her de- 
cision yesterday citing “per- 
sonal femity reasons". 

Ms Church, a former trade- 
vmkm official, made her repu- 
tation as a keen moderniser 
when she sat (mthe party’s rul- 
ing National Executive Com- 
mittee from 1992 to 1994. :••• 
She was elected in a by- 



Church: Keen moderniser 


election in 1994 and caused 
anger among her former em- 
ployers, the Manufacturing Sci- 
ence Finance trade union, 
when she gave enthusiastic 


DIGfTAL MOBILE PHONE 


INCLUDES 70 MINUTES OF FREE CALLS 


Quango not corrupt 


dealers. “It's bad enough that 
UK car buyers have either to 
pay over the odds, or go to the 
trouble of importing a car. But 
it adds insult to iqjuiy when car 
dealers so dearly mislead car 
buyers about their rights,” said 
Helen Parker; editor of Which?. 
“Car buyers could make con- 
siderable savings by buying 
abroad but car dealers are try- 
ing to put them off.” 

The Retail Motor Industry 
Federation said many manu- 
facturers had set up consumer 
helplines. Chris McGowan, 
chief executive, said: “I am 
genuinely fatpn aback at these 
answers which sound like they 
thought they were being asked 
about grey imports. We have 
worked hard to mate sure that 
consumers know where they 
can go to bqy a car" 

Mitsubishi attacked the re- 
port as “misleading”. Stephen 
Dixon, managing director of 
Mitsubishi Motors to the UK, 
said the association should 
concentrate on the selling 
practices of dealers to the grey 
import market 


backing to Tony Blair's New 
Labour project 
The MP was recently at- 
tacked for her poor attendance 
record to the House of Com- 
mons, but her supporters have 
pointed out that her absence 
was due to illness. 

Ms Church's marriage broke 
up just before the last general 
election and friends say that she 
has found it difficult to cope as 
a single mother 

“It has been a great privilege 
to represent the people of Da- 
genham to Westminster and I 
have enjoyed this task. My 
wort as an MP will continue 
unt3 &e next election." she said 

yesterday. 
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THE quango that awards 
radio licences was cleared of 
corruption yesterday after al- 
legations were made last year 
about how an East Anglian 
station won its licence. 

But the ftodio Authority, 
which called in auditors after 
accusations were made by a 
former director on BBCZ’s 
Newsnight about the award of 
Vibe FWs licence to 1997, is still 
awaiting the outcome of a sep- 
arate police investigation into 
a senior member of its staff. 

Janet Lee, the authority’s 
programming and advertising 


BY Paul McCann 
Media Editor 


director, is on police bail 
pending an investigation into 
whether a radio station paidfor 
stane flights she took overseas. 

Grant Thornton, the auditors, 
investigated the separate mat 
ter of accusations about the 
award of a licence to Vibe FM 
amid allegations that an au- 
thority meeting awarded the li- 
cence after a previous meeting 
had awarded H; to arivai bidden 

The report revested that the 
authority’s chairman. Sir Peter 


Gibbtogs, had a shareholding to 
the winning radio group, but that 
this shareholdings was known to 
the authority and had been 
placed in a charitable trust 

The auditors have recom- 
mended that the authority tight- 
en up some gflts procedures for 
awarding licences. 

The Radio Authority plans to 
write to the BBC asking ft to 
broadcastaretoaction of what it 
described as a “biased and un- 
balanced" news story. The BBC 
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the auditors' report before 
respomfingtoit 
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Scottish wild 
man sought 


W/ffr , 

Paul .TnKncnn Sc : — - 
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Hair test can 
gauge risk of 
breast cancer 


A police manhunt was 
launched yesterday for an elu- 
sive backwoodsman who has 
spent the past20 years living 
a solitary- existence in the wild, 
avoiding all human contact ex- 
cept to raid homes for food and 
clothing. 

Robert Smdaiz; who foiled to 
appear in court yesterday for a 
string of petty thefts around 
Scotland, has earned a reputa- 
tion as a modern-day Davy 
Crockett The SX-year^old bad 
been due to appear at Stirling 
Sheriff Court for sentencing 
for 14 offences he admitted in 
October 1998, when he was re- 
manded in custody. A warrant 
was issued for his arrest 
At his last appearance, three 
weeks ago, Sinclair was or- 
dered to live with a friend in 
Falkirk. Without a fixed ad- 
dress, the court would have had 
no alternative but to send him 
back to jail But after a brief con- 
versation with the friend, Freda 


by Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 

Angus, he declared: "That's me 
away then,” and disappeared 
John Mclnnes, for the de- 
fence. said Sinclair had not 
been in touch. “I had expected 
him to be dressed an in fors and 
to have come crashing through 
the court window on a rope to 
surprise us. Unfortunately, be 
didn’t" he said. 

Sinclair was well known 
throughout central Scotland 
for building small, temporary 
homes in woods. He shunned 
company and drew no state 
benefits. Instead, as he admit- 
ted, he stole food, including 
salmon, fruit and potatoes; 
cushions, sleeping bags and 
even a radio to furnish his shel- 
ters; plus razors and a mirror 
Police were baffled initially 
by the thefts from remote hous- 
es. unoccupied caravans and 
form buildings spread across a 


wide area. Even when officers 
worked out who the sneak thief 
was, Sinclair used his outdoor 
survival skills to evade capture. 
Mounted police from Strath- 
clyde staged patrols and even 
a helicopter was called in for the 

hunt Sinclair was caught only 
after a keen-eyed former in 
Baifron, west Stirlingshire, no- 
ticed footprints from training 
shoes in the mud. He knew all 
the form workers wore boots 
and later found the man's den 
in nearby woods. 

Now die search for Sinclair 
has begun all over again, with 
Central Police under added 
pressure because of media in- 
terest the affair has generated 
- a likely factor in the shy 
man’s non-appearance, ac- 
cording to Mr Mclnnes. 

A force spokeswoman re- 
fused to say how many officers 
were in pursuit This time, at 
least the officers know who 
they are looking for. 


a SINGLE pubic hair could soon 
be used to tell doctors whether 
a woman is likely to develop 
breast cancer; according to sci- 
entists who have developed a 
potential test for the disease. 

Researchers found that the 
pubic hair of women either at 
risk of breast cancer, or suf- 
fering from the disease, had a 
distinctive “signature” when 
viewed with a device for mea- 
suring the diffraction patterns 
ofX-r^ys. 

'Hie onset of breast cancer 
seems to result in the distortion 
of the protein molecules with- 
in hair shafts, a distortion that 
can be measured by the device, 
according to a team led by 
Veronica James of the Univer- 
"sity of New South "Whies in 
Sydney. “These changes are 
seen in all samples of scalp and 
pubic hair taken from women 
diagnosed with breast cancer;" 
g^he researchers report in the 
^journal Nature. “Because our 
results are so consistent, we 
propose that such hair analysis 
may be used as a simple, non- 
invasive screening method for 
breast cancer." 

Scalp hair that had been 
permed proved less reliable 
than pubic hair, probably 
because the treatment bad 
damaged the shaft mimicking 


By Steve Connor 
Science Editor 

the effect of having breast can- 
cer Hair from women who had 
inherited a genetic mutation 
which puts them at risk of 
breast cancer produced the 
same X-ray pattern as women 
with the disease. 

“We believe that this pattern 
arises from a variation in the 
structure of the ceU membrane 
as the hair is formed in the fol- 
licle,” the researchers say. 

“It is posable that this may 
lead to a simple and reliable 
screening method for breast 
cancer using a single pubic 
hair,” Dr James said. 

Gordon McVIe, director-gen- 
eral of tiie Cancer Research 
Campaign, said the derice used 
by the Australian team - known 
as a synchrotron radiation 
source - is too sophisticated 
and rare to be used in cancer 
screening. There is only one in 
Britain. 

However, he added, the 
research shows thereapossi- 
bte biochemical basis for a sim- 
ple test “What is intriguing 
about this research is why 
there should be a difference in 
hair. The next step is to find the 
biochemical basis for the dif- 
ference,” Professor McVIe said. 
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Business Starter Pack 
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If you're thinking of going into business tor yourse 
you’ll fmd our Starter Pack invaluable. 

It includes a business planner with prout and cashfl 
forecasts, on both disk and psper. Tnere $ a free co 
of the Essential Guide for Smali Businesses too. 

When you're ready to start up, you'll get discounter 
banking for three years. 

And you'!! also get the feeling there's one bank ta 
committed to the success cf your business. 

For your FREE pack call 

0800 056 0056 

(ref IN IMF). 



With the news 
moving from 10pm 
you'ii be able to 
enjoy feature 
length dramas 
without the 
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German killer faces 
gas chamber in US 


'mm 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 
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A whale expert examining the body of a 40-ton animal, believed to be from the North Atian tic, on France’s Nonnand^reist yesterday AFP 


A GERMAN national, Walter 
LaGrand, was due to make the 
final stage of his long journey 
to the gas chamber in Arizona 
yesterday, after a prolonged 
and painful process that saw his 
chances of survival rise and 
then collapse. 

LaGrand, 37, was born in 
Germany, and the German au- 
thorities contended that in- 
ternational rules on his access 
to the consul had been broken. 
The convicted murderer was 
the subject of an appeal from 
the German Foreign Minister; 
Joschka Fischer; a state 
clemency panel and the World 
Court His brotheq Kari, was ex- 
ecuted last week. The two were 
found guilty of stabbing a bank 
manager to death in 1982 dur- 
ing an abortive bank robbery. 

The German government 
had complained that it was un- 
aware until 1992 that the two 
were German nationals: they 
were bom there, though they 



LaGrand: Appeal for 
clemency was rejected 


came to the US when very 
young. But the German em- 
bassy said yesterday that Ari- 
zona's governor; Jane Hull, 
believed the execution was in 
the interests of the victims. 

•‘Because of domestic polit- 
ical reasons the state of Arizona 
has a different view of the legal 
situation than the German gov- 
ernment" the German am- 
bassador, Jurgen Chrobog. 
said. The death penalty is “very 
popular" in Arizona, he said. 


The World Court in The 
Hague asked the United States 
to delay the execution while it 
considered a German com- 
plaint but US feelings about the 
World Court are at best am- 
biguous and at worst dismissive. 
The case had stirred deep feel- 
ings in Germany, which has no 
death penalty. The Arizona 
State board of executive 
clemency asked for a 60-day 
stay of execution while the case 
was considered, but to no avail 
Executions in the US are 
often the subject of controversy 
in Europe where the Americans’ 
swift recourse to the electric 
chair, lethal injection or gas 
chamber is seen as inhumane. 
LaGrand was to be executed in 
the gas chamber although the 
state has switched to lethal in- 
jection, because he was con- 
victed before the method was 
changed. Both he and his broth- 
er chose the gas chamber hop- 
ing that it might help their 
appeal based on die US consti- 
tution’s prohibition of cruel and 
unusual punishment. 


Serbs get 


ready for 


«i 


war with 


the West 


YUGOSLAV ARMY forces are 
digging in positions along Koso- 
vo's southern border with 
Macedonia and forcing thou- 
sands of Albanian villagers to 
flee, apparently in preparation 
to confhmt Nato troops should 
they try to march north. 

The Serbs oppose Western 
plans fira Nato-ted force to po- 
lice a potential peace agree- 
ment in Kosovo between the 
government and ethnic Alban- 
ian rebels from the Kosovo 
liberation Army (KLA) 

Shell casings from 30mm 
anti-aircraft camion marked a 
spot along the main road to 
Pristina, from where troops fired 
mi the village d Gajre. Further 
along the road, soldiers sat in 
new bunkers. On the hills near- 
by hundreds rf men, women and 
children are living in the open, 
sleeping undo - plastic stretched 
over wooden frames. 

The movement of tanks, 
anti-aircraft guns and artillery 
pieces around the border town 
of Djeneral Jankovic and at- 
tacks on mountain villages 
have prompted the KLA to 
move its own soldiers into the 
area. Belgrade had earlier 
agreed to station only three 
army companies in Kosovo. 
Now there are 20 in the area, ac- 
cording to informed sources. 

Shaban Gupi, an Albanian of- 
ficial in general Jankovic, said 
the region had been peaceful 
until 21 February, when police 
shot dead a prominent local Al- 
banian and his son. 

A Western monitor in Koso- 
vo agreed that the Yugoslav 
army appeared to be ta k i ng 
action to prevent Nato forces in 
Macedonia from entering Koso- 
vo. Another monitor said: “They 


ByEmmaDaiy 
in Djeneral Jankovic 


know Nato is building up in 
Macedonia and they have to 
tain* military measures.” 

At least 2,000 people took 
shelter in Djeneral Jankovic 
this week fearing attacks by the 
army, while 1,200 more moved 
out to Macedonia. Yesterday, 
United Nations officials found 
another group of 20Q Kosovars 
who had been camping in the 
open air for five nights. 

According to the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
more than 5,000 people have left 
the border area since Saturday. 

The village of Goran ee, 
perched on a high plain near 
the border crossing, has a nor- 
mal population of just under a 
thousand. Yesterday four men 
were to be seen on the dusty 
main street with flocks of 
sheep, dogs, roosters and wan- 
dering cows. 

Uniformed men wearing 
masks entered Gorance three 
days ago, searching houses 
and intimidating the inhabi- 
tants, according to Lusqjani 
Haki, 76. who was one of the few 
to stay behind. The sound of 
shooting nearby convinced al- 
most everyone to leave. 

“We never had troubles be- 
fore," Mr Haki said. His neigh- 
bours fled to Macedonia, less 
than two miles away. “It's very 
risky because the border is 
mined but nobody thought of 
that when they left, they just 
wanted to go." 

The Yugoslav authorities, 
however, are accusing the 
KLA and journalists of “simu- 
lating" a h umani tarian disaster 
in tiie region. 


Holocaust trial 
opens in Croatia 


THE FIRST Holocaust-era war 
crimes trial opens in Croatia 
# today. Dinfeo Sakic. a former 
commander of Jasenovac con- 
centration camp, is charged 

over the deaths of at least 2,000 

i l «rfwminsHnn PPK- 


BY ADAM LEBOR 
in Zagreb 


Leaders of the 2300-strong 

Jewish community in Zagreb say 

the trial has historical impor- 
tance for Croatia. Croatian lead- 
ers. who dedared independence 
from Yugoslavia in 1991, haw 
been accused of drawing inspi- 
ration from the Fascist regime 
of the Forties. 

“Sakic is the last living com- 
mander of a concentration 

camp in Europe. You c^not 

compare him with Adolf Eich- 

mannltheGennan Nazi hanged 

in Jerusalem in 1962 fortunes 


m Jerusalem m “rrr 

against the Jewish people], but 
what that trial meant in Israel 
fnrCroa- 


wnat mat 

the Sakic trial means for Croa- 
tia." Slavfeo Goldstein, a Jewish 
community leaden said. 


According to the Ency- 
clopaedia of the Holocaust, 
600,000 people were killed at 
Jasenovac, mostly Serbs but 
also Jews, gypsies and other op- 
ponents of the regime. Croatian 
historians put the figure at 
around 35,000. 

Croatian officials launched a 
c riminal investigation into Sakic. 
76, after he gave an interview 
last April to Argentine television 
in which he reportedly ac- 

knowiedgedbemgaaxnmaDder 

at Jasenovac. “This is the trial 
of one man ... but through the 
trial the truth about Jasenovac. 
the Holocaust and the genocide 
against Serbs and gypsies wfli 
be re-established," Mr Gold- 
stein said. 

jsatrip is unlikely to be in 

court for the opening of the trial 

as he was taken ill on Tuesday 

night and taken to hospital 
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That's why at the AA we aim to be more thao jnst^a 

breakdown service. Some recovery services charged- 
less. This could compromise the standard and range of 
their equipment. At the AA we invest your money in the 
latest technology. A!! in ait, the AA is more likely to get to 
you and get you back on the road, quicker than anyone else. 
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The Lewinsky industry: Former intern tells of ‘sensuous’ President as she embarks on an international PR blitz 


‘I almost killed myself in a hoteP 


WHEN THEIR affair was hot, she 
called him “Handsome". When 
it coded, he was “the big creep." 
In a television interview aired 
yesterday, Monica Lewinsky 
says President Bill Clinton was 
simply “100 per cent politician”. 

“I felt like a piece of trash. I 
felt dirty and I felt used and I 
was disappointed," the former 
White House trainee says in an 
ABC television interview with 
Barbara Walters. 

In a separate interview with 
Channel 4 's Jon Snow, whose 
conversation with Ms Lewinsky 
airs in Britain tonight, Ms 
Lewinsky says she briefly con- 
sidered taking her own life 
when prosecutors first chal- 
lenged her about her affair 
with the President. 

The interviews were given to 
promote the book, Monica’s 
Story. The book, by Andrew 
Morton, the biographer of 
Diana, Princess of Wales, is due 
out in Britain tomorrow. 

In the Snow interview, Ms 
Lewinsky admits that such was 
her distress and confusion on 


By David Usborne 
in New York 


the day she was first grilled by 
prosecutors tom the office of 
Kenneth Starr, that suicide 
seemed a good solution. She 
tells Snow of the encounter last 
January in a Washing ton hoteL 

“I remember looking out the 
window and thinking, ‘well, I 
can't begin to fathom what is 
going to unfold here and I cant 
begin to think ofhow this is going 
to hurt the President, hurt ray 
ferafly'. And I thought, well, 
maybe if I'm not here, it wont 
happen’,” she says. 

The excerpts released by 
Channel 4 and ABC TV both 
show a young woman clearly 
exhausted by the trauma of the 
last 13 months and still suffer- 
ing from conflicting feelings 
about Mr Clinton. 

Recalling with Ms Walters 
the day last August when the 
President admitted to the affair, 
both in testimony to Mr Starr's 
grand jury and to the nation on 
network television, Ms Lewin- 


sky says she felt then like “a 
piece of trash”. Asked if she 
concluded that she had been 
"servicing” Mr Clinton all that 
time, she answers that that 
was "the impression he gave”. 

Ms Lewinsky describes the 
President as "a very sensual 
man” who may be unable to 
hold back his sexual impulses. 
“I think he struggles with his 
sensuality because I don't think 
he thinks it's OK.” she tells Ms 
Walters. "I think he holds him- 
self back. And then he can’t” 

There was speculation yes- 
terday that Ms Lewinsky may 
face fresh trouble from Mr 
Starr because of some of her 
statements. Last month, the 
special prosecutor, who has 
granted her immunity from 
prosecution, agreed to the tele- 
vision interviews on the condi- 
tion Ms Lewinsky did not 
discuss the conduct of his office. 

While Ms Lewinsky appar- 
ently steers clear of Mr Starr 
with Ms waiters, she may have 
been less cautious with Jon 
Snow. In Monica’s Story, she is 


thought to go into considerable 
detail about her experiences 
with Mr Starr and Ids associ- 
ates. The book cranes out in the 
US today. 

About being forced to testify 
over and over about the rela- 
tionship, Ms Lewinsky told Mr 
Snow: “This has been a humil- 
iating violating, frightening 
experience ... my innermost 
thoughts - intimate, private 
moments between two people 

- being discussed by others all 
over world. It’s disgusting”. 

Yesterday, a White House 
spokesman dismissed as “fic- 
tion" claims that Mossad, the 
Israeli intelligence agency bad 
blackmailed the President after 
an agent intercepted his pas- 
sion-filled telephone chats with 
Ms Lewinsky. The allegations 
come in a book to be published 
in Britain next week. 

According to Gordon Tho- 
mas, author of Gideon's Spies 

- die Secret History qfMossad, 
the Israeli agent recorded 30 
hours of compromising con- 
versations between the couple. 






Barbara Walters, left, with Monica Lewinksy who told the ABC TV interviewer she had felt used 


ADVERTISEMENT 


HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY’S FINANCIAL FUTURE 




family get by 


without you? 


I t's the question that no 
parent wants to ask them- 
selves. Yet it is probably 
the single most important 
question you should be ask- 
ing - how would your family 
cope financially if anything 
happened to you or your 
partner? 

Bereavement in itself is 
hard to cope with, so the last 
thing you'd want your family 
to experience at such a diffi- 
cult time is financial hardship. 
After all, bills will still need to 
be paid. School expenses will 
stlD need to be met. Holidays. 
Christinas and birthday- 
presents will still need to 
be bought. 


than you spend on your daily 
newspaper. 

Of course, you could rely 
on state benefit - which in the 
current tax year is £83.55 a 
week for a widow and two 
children. Hardly sufficient 
when you consider that it 
could cost over S300 a week 
to pay someone to do all the 
jobs a parent at home does - 
childcare, cleaning, cooking 
and so on*. 


or you choose to increase the 
level of cover). 


CHOOSE THE OPTIONS 
THAT SUIT YOU 



HOW MUCH COVER DO 
YOU NEED? 


THE PRACTICAL 
ANSWER 


The easiest and most afford- 
able way to help protect 
your family’s future is with 
term assurance - a type of life 
assurance that covers you for 
the period of your choice. 
Legal & General's Family 
Protection Plan is just such a 
policy, it pays out the lump 
sum you select at the start of 
the term should you die 
whilst covered. What's more, 
one or both parents can be 
covered and you choose 
exactly how long you want 
cover to last - until your chil- 
dren grow up and become 
independent, for example. 
And, as the table opposite 
shows, policies can be 
arranged from as little as 
55 a month - that’s less 


Research shows that, on 
average, it costs £90,000 over 
IS years to bring up your 
children*. So as a guide, 
the Life Insurance Market 
Research Association esti- 
mates you should aim for 
life cover of around 15 times 
your household income to 
provide financial security 
if one partner were to die. 
The table opposite gives you 
an idea of the cost of various 
levels of cover. And i! your 
circumstances change (if 
you have another child, for 
example), it's easy to alter 
the amount of cover you 
have. 

Naturally, the older you 
get, the more expensive life 
assurance becomes. So it's 
well worth taking out cover 
as soon as you can. Especially 
as your Family Protection 
Plan premiums are guaran- 
teed never to rise over the 
entire term (unless the 
Indexation option is selected 


Another great advantage of 
Legal & General's plan is its 
flexibility. For example you 
can choose from a range of 
optional extras for even 
greater peace of mind: 

Critical Illness Cover- the sum 
assured is paid on diagnosis 
of a pre-defined serious 
illness, such as a heart attack 
or stroke. 

Terminal Illness Cover- the 
sum assured is paid on 
diagnosis of a pre-defined 
terminal illness where your 
life expectancy is less than 
12 months, but no later 
than IS months before the 
policy expires. 

Waiver of premium - Your 
premiums are paid if you 
can't work due to ill-health. 

Indexation - Allows you to 
maintain the value of your 
sum insured by increasing 
it. along with your premiums, 
in line with inflation. 

(Further details available on 
request.) 

For further details of the 
Family Protection Plan, and 
an instant quotation, call 
Legal & General today on 
0500 33 66 66 . They may even 
be able to cover you instant- 
ly over the phone. 


The easiest way fora breadwinner to protect dependants is with 
term assurance 


THE BENEFITS 
AT A GLANCE 


i Life assurance available for as little as £5 a month 
You choose the amount of cover and the term 
required 

Premiums guaranteed not to rise (unless the 
Indexation option is selected or you choose to 
increase the level of cover) 

Joint cover available for extra protection 
Yon can increase your cover at any time, subject 
to limits 

FREE kid’s umbrella when your application is 
accepted and first premium paid 
Legal & General is one of the UK's leading 
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Zippergate 
tour will 
make her 
millions 


FIRST THE scandal now the 
pay <firt In so for as anyone can 

be said to have gained from 
having their sexual peccadil- 
loes paraded before the world, 
Monica Lewinsky is emerging 
as the dearest beneficiary of 
Zippergate. 

To the £Lm which the British 
publisher Michael O’Mara paid 
her for the worldwide book 
rights to her story, she can 
now add £750,000, earned from 
Channel 4’s sale of tonight’s 
Dispatches programme to 
more than 30 countries. 

Channel 4 has not done badly 
out erf it, either: ‘'Monica: The In- 
terview” has so far earned the 
network morq than £700,000. 
The author Andrew Morton, al- 
ready a millionaire from his bi- 
ography of the late Diana, 
Princess of Wales, was handed 
a reported advance of £600,000 
for his authorised biography. 
And spying the potential of the 
slot (remember that blue 
dress?), the stain-remover soap 
Vanish has booked a slot in one 
of the ad breaks. 

Fbr those choosing to sling 
their baggage aboard Ms 
Lewinsky’s wagon during the 
next few weeks, it promises to 
be a lucrative ride - starting 
with Jon Snow's interview 
tonight, continuing tomorrow 
with the British launch of Mr 
Morton’s Monica's Story and 
carrying on over the next fort- 
night as Ms Lewinsky and her 
entourage embark on a book- 
signing tour of Britain. 

Although C hann el 4 paid 
£400,000 to Ms Lewinsky, to- 
night’s programme works out 
to be good value indeed. Chan- 
nel 4 gets 25 per cent of the 
money made from selling the 


BY RHYS WILLIAMS 

and Paul McCann 


programme internationally - 
some £350,000. Ms Lewinsky’s 
final share will be some £lm. 

The channel is also charging 
a premium for ads during the 
interview - around £ 20,000 for 
a 30-second slot double the nor- 
mal rate - which should bring 
in another £350,000. Of course, 
the figure pales beside the 
$800,000 demanded by ABC for 
a single 30- second slot during 
last ni^ifs US broadcast of the 
Barbara Waiters interview. 

Michael O'Hara paid Ms 
Lewinsky film far the worldwide 
book rights, secured last No- 
vember amid a marked reluc- 
tance on the part of American 
publishing houses to touch the 
story. The £16.99 book will have 
a print run of 100,000 in the UK 
(a normal hardback print run is 
around 5,000, while only 50,000 
copies cSDiana: Her Trite Story 
were produced initially); 450,000 
copies of Monica’s Story will be 
run off for a now apparently 
receptive US market 

Mr OTVfara will break into 
profit with worldwide transla- 
tion rights, which so far run to 
10 countries. He sold the US 
rights to St Martin’s Press for 
$600,000. 

Another likely beneficiary 
of Ms Lewinsky’s notoriety is 
the UK version of the women's 
m ag a z in e, Marie Claire. It win 
feature the former White 
House intern on the covet; pho- 
tographed by Patrick Demarch- 
eliec, who created the famous 
Diana front cover for Vogue in 
1991. The magazine did not 
pay a penny to secure Ms 
Lewinsky's involvement 


Publicity Makers 



Jon Snow, interviewer 
Much-admired news 
anchor known for his ties. 

His background in hard 
news did not make him 
the most obvious choice as 
an interviewer of the 
President’s ex-mistress 

Michael Jackson, chief 
executive of Channel 4 

Eyebrows were raised 
when he paid £400,000 
for interview rights. He 
will be pleased wirh the 
mpression the programme 
has left on his bottom line 

iAiij 
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Andrew Morton, anchor 
of biography 

Made a million from Diana: 
Her True Story and its post- 
humous update. His name 
on Monica’s Story gives it a 
stamp of professionalism 

Michael O'Mara, 

Hib fisher of biography 

fhe maverick, south 

London publisher who has 
succeeded where US 
publishing houses were 
reluctant or afraid to go 
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FOREIGN NEWS/15 


World’s worst dump gets £3m from UK for clean-up ~ 


THE FOREIGN Secretary 
Robin Cook, promised £Sm ti> 
wards an ecological clean up 
after he saw yesterday the dire 
state of the Arctic port of Mur- 
mansk, once the pride of the So- 
viet navy but now said to be the 
world’s biggest nuclear dump- 
ing ground. 

Mr Cook, wearinga hard hat 

.and surrounded by officials 


By Helen Womack 

in Moscow 


with Geiger counters, spent 
the day at Atomflot, the plant 
that stores and processes liq- 
uid waste from Russia's atom- 
ic icebreakers as well as the 
rotting submarines of the 
Northern Fleet 
Environmentalists say there 


are some 300 discarded reactor 
cores, or 20 per cent of the 
world’s total, on the Kola Penin- 
sula and warn that leaks into 
the sea could affect Norway and 
Britain. 

The Foreign Secretary said 
Britain would give money for 
new storage casks to hold the 
waste safely until it could be re- 
processed. “Britain by itself 


cannot solve the problem,” he 
said “I hope what we do in Mur- 
mansk is something of a cata- 
lyst for the release of more 
resources.” 

Norway and the European 
Union have already granted 
$i00m (£54. im) but tens of bil- 
lions are said to be required for 
a thorough dean up, which 
could take 40 years. 


“Part of the problem,” said 
Mr Cook, “is the lack of open- 
ness and the feet that we're get- 
ting dose to what they [the 
Russians] see as the heart of 
their defence sector.” 

British officials said the For- 
eign Secretaiy would tactfully 
take up the case of Alexander 
Nikitin, a former Soviet naval 
captain now facing treason 


charges for having blown the 
whistle on pollution to a Noi> 
wegian environmental organi- 
sation. 

From Murmansk, Mr Cods 
flew to Moscow, where he will 
meet the Russian Fbreign Min- 
ister; Igor Ivanov. The US Sec- 
retaiy of State, Madeleine 
Albright, had a rough ride on 
her recent visit to Russia, when 


relations between Moscow and 
Washington were frostier than 
at any time since the Cold War. 
Because of its involvement in 
the bombing of Iraq, Britain 
may also feel the chill. “But we 
hope we can agree to differ on 
some things, if we and the Rus- 
sians are still friends,” said a 
British official. On Yugoslavia, 
where the West and Russia 


also fail to see eye to eye, Mr. 
Cook will try to persuade Mr 
Ivanov that Russia should take 
part in any Nato-led peace- 
keeping operation in Kosovo. 

At the end of the week, Mr. 
Cook will have bis first meeting 
with Yevgeny Primakoy the 
Prime Minister, and the man 
who really runs Russia, at 
Sochi on the Black Sea 
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THOUSANDS OF Indonesian 
troops continued to land in the 
Spice Islands yesterday as Is- 
lamic leaders threatened a holy 
war against Chris tians en gage 
in a brutal conflict with Muslim 
neighbours on the island of 
Ambon. 

“Right now we call for a 
jihad [holy war], since more and 
more Muslims are being shot 
down,” said Eggy Sudjana, 
chairman of the Indonesian 
Tirade Union of M uslims Broth- 
erhood in Jakarta. Ftidli Zon, of 
the Islamic Star Crescent parly 
urged Muslims to travel to 
Ambon, where 200 people have 
been murdered in six weeks of 
religious conflict. “The police 
and military are on [the Chris- 
tians’] side.” Mr Fadli said. 
“It’s only when you’re ready for 
war that there is peace.” 

Two thousand students 
demonstrated .outside the De- 
fence and Security Ministry in 
Jakarta, chanting “Jihad” and 
“God is great” and accusing 
military commanders of failing 
to defend Muslims. 

“Stop killing and destroying 
Muslims in Ambon,” read their 
banners, as well as “Said us 
now to Ambon" and “We are 
ready to ffie as martyrs". What 
began as an obscure conflict in 
a faraway comer of the archi- 
pelago. 2,400 miles from the 
capital, has turned into a huge 
embarrassment for the In- 


Bv Richard Lloyd pa&ky 
in Ambon, Indonesia 


donesian President, BJ Habi- 
bie, as police and soldiers have 
proved themselves incapable of 
bringing an to the killing 

In Ambon, many troops, in- 
cluding marines and members 
of the elite Kostrad strategic 
command, tfisemharkeri in the 
main harbour. Some 1,400 have 
arrived since Tuesday, but 
there are fights, fires and ex- 
plosion 5 every day. 

The funeral of Marfan Si- 
tanola. a Christian university 
lecturer, murdered and muti- 
lated by unknown assailants on 
Tuesday, took place without 
any violence yesterday, but the 
centre of the town of Ambon 
was closed off in the afternoon 
after a Christian was stabbed 
near the church where he was 
sheltering: 

Women and children fled 
from the streets to their homes, 
roads were dosed and police 
and soldiers sealed off the Mus- 
lim neighbourhood from where 
the attackers had allegedly 
come. Fbr an hour the streets, - 
- many of them lined with 
burnt- out houses, schools, cin- 
emas and hotels - were de- 
serted. The silence was 
punctuated by occasional pops 
and booms, apparently from 
home-made guns and bombs. 

The commander of the In- 


donesian armed forces. General 
Wiranto, reiterated that his 
policy would be to shoot rioters 
on sight, though he denied this 
means shooting to kxlL “I have 
ordered them to take harsh ac- 
tion against anyone, re gardless 
of ethnic and religious back- 
ground. I ordered the troops to 
shoot at their feet so as to 
paralyse them, but not to kflL" 

Members of both religious 
co mmuni ties insisted the 
armed forces were prejudiced 
against them. 

On Monday, at least three 
Muslims died, allegedly after 
being shot by Christian police- 
men. 

Christians at the Resurrec- 
tion Community Centre 
cheered when television news 
carried reports of General 
Wiranto’s other announcement 
- the sacking of the island’s po- 
lice chief. Colonel Karyono 
Sumodinoto. 

The Antara news agency re- 
ported that General Wiranto 
may be summoned by the In- 
donesian parliament and taken 
to task for the military's failure 
to restore order in Ambon. 
“This incident is no longer a 
trivial matter” an MR Aisyah 
Aminy, told the agency. “This 
slaying of residents has be- 
come a protracted problem, 
giving the impression that the 
security apparatus is incapable 
of handling the matter." 



Islamic students protesting in Jakarta yesterday over the killing of Muslims In Ambon 


Reuters 


Taliban 

outlaw 

leather 

jackets 


by Peter popham 


THEY have banned television, 
video cassette recorders, cam- 
eras, chess, homing pigeons, 
fighting partridges, short 
beards and long hair (for 
men). They have outlawed 
brown paper bags (in case 
they were manufactured from 
pages from the Koran), white 
socks for women, and all musi- 
cal instruments except the 
tambourine. 

But the Afghan Taliban 
militia induced new depths of 
gloom and bafflement among 
their beleaguered subjects 
this week when they sought to 
bully the young men of Kabul 
into discarding their leather 
jackets. In northern and cen- 
tral districts of Kabul yester- 
day they stopped young men 
wearing leather jackets, tore 
them off and slashed them 
with knives before throwing 
them into the street They 
warned that leather coats 
were prohibited by Islam. 

The initiative sent prices of 
leather jackets in the Afghan 
capital’s markets t umbling 
from 1.6 million A fghanis (£23) 
to 1.2 million Afghanis. 

A despondent Afghan in 
Kabul lamented: “They will be 
ordering us to throw away our 
shoes next” 

Leather jackets are per- 
ceived as a powerful symbol of 
Westernisation. Perhaps the 
young Taliban, whose notion of 
chic consists of layers of flow- 
ing cotton, simply felt intimi- 
dated by the city's youth, and 
took steps to put it right 
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Eritrea struggles to get on 
track but flies high in war 


A WHISTLING blade steam en- 
gine and a string of canopied 
rail carriages chug out of 
Ginda station, daiming a 
place, without shame, at the 
turn of the millennium. Ren- 
ovated, refurbished and mov- 
ing at a maximum speed of 50 
kilometres an hour, this is 
Eritrea's most ambitious con- 
temporary transportation pro- 
ject - the reactivation of an 
engine system built by Italian 
Alpine troops in 1897. It has 
taken four years to relay the 
tracks as far as Ginda, 50 kilo- 
metres from Masawa port, 
and will take more to get as far 
as the capital Asmara. 

It epitomises the philosophy 
of self-reliance in Africa’s 
newest state in the Horn of 
Africa, where what is used is 
what is at hand. When Evelyn 
Waugh wrote fondly of the 
train in Scoop, he said pas- 
sengers used to get off to pick 
blackberries in the mountains 
approaching Asmara, then 
jump back on. 

TTiis is a project that the 
Eritrean President, Issaias 
Afewerki has personally nur- 
tured - jumping on for an in- 
augural ride this month - 
turning down an offer from 
Saudi Arabia to pay good 
money for the “scrap metal”, 
and instead mobilising veter- 
an octogenarian mechanics 
to reactivate history. 

Considered mad at first - or 
at least eccentric - it really is 
working, and. donors now 
agree, shows remarkably good 
economic sense for a pom* 
developing country. 

But hold on, apply the 
brakes ... Isn't this, too, the 
country’ that has just spent 
more than an estimated$l20m 
t£75m> on the latest MiG fight- 
er jets. in order to have the ca- 
pability of bombing the capital 
of neighbouring Ethiopia. Is 
this not also the country where 
some 30 Russian mechanics 
drink vodka and collectgirism 
the bars on the airport roao. 
The Russians are here to ser- 
vice - and probably fly-***! 
nology that is so sophisticated 
and deadly that even the most 
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Eritrea has revived its rail system, built by Italian troops 
in 1897, by retrieving old stock and track 


skflful Eritrean pilot finds him- 
self behind the times. It is 
where the expanding airport 
facilities in Asmara manag e to 
accommodate foreign military 
cargo planes, including, last 
week, the massive Iranian- 
flagged Illusion -whose secret 
load was unlikely to be spare 
parts for the steam engine 
from Masawa. 

The cost of war also extends 
to making your neighbours’ en- 
emies your friends. Somalia’s 
fighting factions have, already 
- according to regional 
weapons experts - received 
more arms from the two sides 
over the last few months than 
from anywhere else over the 
last few years. 

Preoccupation with the 
war with Ethiopia - briefly a 
friendly neighbour which fa- 
cilitated Eritrean indepen- 
dence in 1993 but in the 
larger picture, historically 
seen here as the repressive 
empire state which, under 


Emperor Haile Selassie, an- 
nexed the tiny Italian colony 
in a sell-out deal - has made 
a huge impact ona country of 
only 3.5 million people. 

The steam train has come 
to a halt “We are waiting for 
the go-ahead to lay the rails to 
Asmara ,” says Ybhannes As- 
melash, deputy station man- 
ager at Ginda. 

He appears convinced that 
nothing, not even a high-tech 
wai; can stand m the way of the 
locomotives. 

One setback is the loss of 
Ethiopian labour When the 
conflict started last May many 
Ethiopians left. They had a 
special role in the railway 
project in tracing the millions 
of pieces of railway track 
that went missing when, in 
1974, Eritrea started its war of 
independence against Eth- 
iopia’s notorious Soviet-sup- 
ported Mengistu Haile 
Mariam. 

Some270kms of railway dis- 


appeared, ripped up by 
Ethiopian soldiers to reinforce 
the trenches* and bunkers. 
Hundreds of former fighters 
have been mobilised over the 
last few years to find the old 
shelters and retrieve the 
precious metaL 

Now, the Ethiopians have 
retaken the bit of land that Er- 
itrea claimed as its own - to 
great fanfare in Addis Ababa 
- but there is no official cease- 
fire. The tension over colonial 
borders, and access to the 
Red Sea, will continue. Er- 
itrean television runs emotive 
scenes from the days of Em- 
peror Haile Selassie, of 
Mengistu Haile Mariam 
screaming and parading in 
Revolutionary Square, and, it 
seems, can comfortably ex- 
tend the footage to include 
today’s Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi - once considered a 
friend. 

It was not difficult for hun- 
dreds of thousands of former 
fighters to slip back into old 
roles abandoned only eight 
years ago. 

Mobile hospitals and tea 
canteens were skflfuDy set up 
in the network of trenches, 
which run like rabtut warrens 
along the gullies and ridges of 
the unforgiving mountainous 
terrain. 

“It’s all a bit too Napoleon- 
ic for me” said one aid work- 
er, watching pictures on 
satellite television of a shell- 
shotted, Eritrean soldier vom- 
iting in the trendies, hair grey 
\rith dust from an exploded 
sheD, clutching a Kalashnikov 
rifle and staring wildly at the 
camera. 

It is a conflict where the 
past is as important as the pre- 
sent, and is unlikely to be 
solved by today’s diplomats 
pleading peace, development 
and democracy. 

Ancient languages will be 
redeployed,- and military 
solutions - which worked 
well enough before - will 
punctuate a regional dia- 
logue, while the dollars, sadly, 
flow abroad. 

Lucy Hannan 
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Monsanto In merger rumours 

SHAKES IN Monsanto jumped 6 per eeit in early New "fork 
trade yesterday inflowing reports that the US 
pharmaceutical giant was in merger talks with its rival 
DuPont A deal would create the world’s biggest seller of 
agriculture products, with annual sales of more than $6bn. It 
wniilri nlcn rinmingto flip market fig genetically modified 

crops, which the UK’s market-leader Zeneca, this week 

predicted could grow from $33hn today to $700bn by 2020. By 

then, Zeneca forecast, DuPont would dominate tlie market 
with annua! sales of $500bn, followed by Monsanto On $100bn. 


Buffett warns of market danger 

WABREN BUFFETT (left), 
the legendary investor, has 
warned that the US stock 
market has moved into a 
“dangerous” period where 
share prices could drop 
sharply. Mr Buffett, whose 
investment decisions are 
followed by legions of small 
investors worldwide, said: 
“After a while the very act 
of stocks going up starts 
drawing in other people 
who get ousted about the font that their neighbour 
made some money. That’s when you get into the 
dangerous periods”. In a rare interview with ABC 
News, the US billionaire said be could not tell precisely 
when the stock market bubble would burst 



Disney may buHd in Hong Kong 

THE BONG KONG government is talking to Walt Disney 
about building a theme park in the city, it was confirmed 
yesterday, a move which could help drag the economy out 
of recession. Donald 'fljang, Hong Kong’s financial 
secretary, who announced details of the Disney talks in his 
annual budget speech, said a decision would be made by 
the aid of June. Ending months of speculation about the 
project, MrTsang said: “I am fully aware of and indeed 
share the public’s excitement at the prospect of seeing 
Mickey and his friends in Hong Kong." 
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Goldman Sachs gives the 


go-ahead for $25bn float 
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Gavyn Davies, chief international John Thornton, chief operating Peter Sutherland, chairman of Simon Robertson, president of 
economist officer Goldman Sachs International Goldman Sachs Inte rn a tion a l 


Jon Corzine, senior partner and 
co-chairman 


by Andrew Garfield 

W rmnfi.nl Fjfltor 


GOLDMAN SACHS, the Wall 
Street investment bank, said 
yesterday that it is to make a re- 
newed attempt to float the busi- 
ness in May. 

However; the changed mar- 
ket conditions and foe more 
mixed outlook for investment 
firms, means the firm is likely 
to be valued at around $20-25bn 
- rou ghly a third below the 
levels anticipated when the 
partners first voted to ditch 
their p ar tn er ship status last 
June. 

The decision to go ahead 
with the initial public offering 
(IPO) will be formally ratified 
by the firm's partners at a 
meeting cm Monday with a view 
to completing the sale of 10-15 
per cent of foe business to in- 
vestors. 

loaders say the partners 
are determined not to repeat 

the fiasfo last autumn when foe 

IPO was pulled at foe last 
minute in foe wake of foe stock 
market collapse. They have 
structured foe deal so that it 
can stingo ahead even if share 
values fell. 

The revival of Goldman's 
plan for an IPO follows a strong 
rebound in financial markets 
after the turmoil which led the 
firm to withdraw its original 
flotation plan last October 

The prospectus, which is 
expected to be filed with the US 
Securities and Exchanges 
Commission before the end of 
this month, wifl at least partially 
lift the veil of secrecy con- 
coning the personal fortunes 
of foe firm's 345 partners - foe 
charmed circle of senior em- 
ployees and ex-employees who 
own foe majority of the 130- 
year-ald firm. 


■ 220 partners are each worth an 
average of $45 milli on 

■ 16,500 employees - including the 
tea ladies - will be given shares 


■ Shareholders will be locked in for 
up to five years 

■ Float will go ahead even if the 
stock market takes a tumble 


In the UK, these include 
Gavyn Davies, foe firm’s chief 

m torn»firi»ifll twintimig t^ a rlnsp 

personal friend ami former ad- 
viser to the Chancellor Gordon 
Brown, the former head of foe 
Wirid Hade Organisation Rjter 
Sutherland, and Simon Robert- 
son, foe former head of Klein- 
wort Benson. 

The float win give the 220 
working partners paper worth 
$45m on average, aMmngh fix- 
some of the more senior part- 
ners the effective values of their 
personal holdings wd be mare 
than 5100m apiece. 

In a statement following a 
meeting of the firm’s manage- 
ment committee yesterday foe 
co-chairmen Jon Corzine and 
Henry “Hank” Paulson said: 


“We have recommended that 
foe fins become a public com- 
pany to secure permanent cap- 
ital to grow, to share ownership 
among our employees and to 
permit us to use pubfiefy trad- 
ed securities to finance strate- 
gic acq uisitions that we may 
elect to make in (he future.” 

The most immedia te benefi- 
ciaries of the IPO wfll be the 
firm’s 16£00 staff who wfll be of 
flared stock fbr foe first time. 

The last major Wall Street 
firm to go public was Morgan 
Stanley which came to the mar- 
ket in 1986. 

The majority off foe equity to 
be sold w31 be new shares. Both 
Ihe partners and the employees 
wfll be locked in fix - three to five 
years. However; there are two 


outside shareholders Sumito- 
mo, foe Japanese bank, and the 
Kamehameha Activities Asso- 
ciation, an educational trust 
founded by the Hawaiian royal 
family who between them own 
around 20 per cent of the firm 

and who have been asked to sen 
part, of Hie sha reholding 

The proceeds of around $2bn 
wfflte used mamtyto re c api t alise 
foe firm. The 125 Kmitori part- 
ners, mostly former employees, 
wiD receive both cash and shares 
while the 220 working partners 
wDl receive just shares. 

Goldman’s financial results 
for the first quarter of 1999, due 
out in a fortnight's time, are like- 
ly to confirm the strong rebound 
in the firm’s fortunes since the 
end of last year 


Insiders say the firm wfil an- 
nounce earnings before tax and 
partners* remuneration but be- 

fore provisions have readied a 
new record of $L16bn, topping 
foe Slbn notched up in foe sec- 
ond quarter last year 

The cancellation of the IPO 
was a huge embarrassment to 
the firm. It sparked months of 
internecine strife which result- 
ed in Jon Corzine, the senior 
partner who was one of foe 

strongest advocates of the need 
for the firm to go public, being 
sidelined in favour of his two 
most vociferous opponents John 
Thornton, previously head of the 
Asian business and John Thain, 
the firm’s chief financial officer 
The two were formally made . 
duel operating officers and have ‘ 


HOW A HAWAIIAN TRUST SAVED THE BANK 


THE LARGEST outside share- 
holder in "Wall Street’s most Or 
1 us trio us banking firm is an 
obscure trust set up by a de- 
scendant of the Hawaiian royal 
family to provide schooling for 
the islands’ people. 

The trust, named in Gold- 
man’s abortive fifing last au- 
tumn as the Kamahamaha 
Activities Association, ac- 
quired its 11 per cent Gold- 
man’s stake - now worth $2bn 
- after ploughing $500m into 
the firm when it ran into trou- 
ble in 1992. 

It was founded in 1884 by 


Princess Bernice PauaH Bish- 
op, the last direct descendant 
of Haiwaii's royal Kamehame- 
ha fine, as an educational trust 

In the 1980s with its assets 
now worth billions of dollars, 
the trust was diversifying 
madty. It sold its land holdings 
and started investing in other 

things 

It is now said to have more 
than $iObn of assets and in- 
vestments in everything from 
golf dubs to savings-and-loans 
- foe American equivalent of 
mortgage banks. 

In 1992 when Goldman’s 


hit disaster; the trust came to 
its aid. Goldmans, which was 
a big player on the bond mar- 
kets, was badly caught when 
the US Federal Reserve, 
America's central bank, un- 
expectedly raised interest 
rates sending bond markets 
reeling. 

The firm sustained heavy 
losses and had to raise fresh 
capital in a hurry Unwilling to 
go to the capital markets 
which would have forced foe 
firm to reveal to competitors 
precisely how bad things 
were, Goldman’s cast around 


for a sympathetic partner 
from outside Wall Street 
whose discretion would be 
assured. 

The trust willingly came to 
its rescue paying $250m for a 
stake, followed by another 
$25Gm two years later; emerg- 
ing with an 11 per cent stake. 

The experience was a 
deeply humiliating one for 
Goldmans’ partners and was 
crucial in convincing Jon : 
Corrine that the firm had to go : 
public, and do so from a posi- ' 
tion of strength. 

—Andrew Garfield 


effectively taken over foe 
running of foe firm. 

Insiders say that following the 
squabbling that marred foe firm . 
last year the firm is now unit- 
ed behind the new leadership. 
“The trouble was that before 
that the IPO was seen witiun foe 
firm as an end in itself,” one in- 
sider said yesterday “Now it is 
seen as an integral part of the 
future strategic plans fbr the 
firm." 

The key difference in the 
way the IPO is structured this 
time is that limited partners wfll 
no longer be guaranteed a min- 
imum value for their share- 
holdings. The fact foe outside 
partners woe given his guar- 
antee and refused to have it re- 
voked when share prices 
tumbled last autumn was one of 
foe key reasons why the float 
had to be pulled. 

Goldman partners say the 
purpose of coming to the mar- 
ket is not primarily to raise 
cash at this stage. The firm 
wants to be on an equal footing 
wifopublk^y-quoted rivals such 
as Merrill Lynch and Morgan 
Stanley which are able to read- 
ily access the equily markets for 

capital 

Hie firm also hopes that by 
offering afi employees equity in 
the firm it will be able to break 
down foe us and them barrier 
between employees and part- 
ners. However; many analysts 
believe that Goldman's part- 
ners are Blpreparedforwhat fife 
as a publicly-quoted company 
will be like. 

As well as losing some of the 
mystique that has given Gold- 
man's a unique position in in- 
vestment banking; foe firm and 
its senior executives will find 
their affairs exposed publidy 
and subject to scrutiny by an- 
alysts and foe financial press. 


PFI head to quit as 
scheme is reworked 


Pound rises as rates held 


THE HEAD of the Gove rn me n t ' s 
Private Finance Initiative is set 
to quit this summer as part of an 
overhaul of the way the scheme 
is run within Whitehall, writes 
Michael Harrison. 

Adrian Montague, who is in 
charge of foe Treasuiy’s PFI 
Taskforce, had been canvassed 
about staying cm for a further 
yean But he is thought to have 
decided to leave when his two- 
year contract expires in August 
His departure would leave a 
questionmark hanging over the 
future erf the entire taskforce. Its 
other 10 members, all drawn 
from private industry and fi- 
nance, are also on two-year con- 
tracts which end this summer 
A wide-ranging review of the 
PFI conducted by the chairman 
of Pearl Group, Sir Malcolm 


Bates, is due to be delivered to 
the Chancellor before next 
week’s Budget 

Mr Bates, who carried out the 
first review of the PFI shortly 
after Labour came to powen has 
been asked to examine bow well 
the PFI has performed, the ex- 
tent to which it is fuDy bedded 
down and what new institution- 
al arrangements should be 
macte when the taskforce reach- 
es the end of its term. 

Since Labour took office, a 
further £4bn worth of public 
projects have been financed 
through the PFI, bringing the 
total value amount of private 
capital raised to £llbn. The aim 
is to get a further £3bn worth of 
projects financed through the 
PFI in each of the next three 
years. 


THE BANK of England's deci- 
sion to leave interest rates un- 
changed at 5.5 per cent 
yesterday left industry disap- 
pointed as the pound climbed 
to a new high against foe euro. 

Employers' organisations 
and unions renewed their calls 
for further rate cuts. Kate 
Barker; chief economist at the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry, said: “Exporters are 
struggling with a stubbornly 
strong pound.” 

Ian Peters, deputy director 
general of foe British Cham- 
bers of Commerce, described 
the Bank’s inaction as a “bitter 
pill for manufacturers*. 

Earlier in the day the MSF 
union demonstrated outside 
the Bank with a giant aspirin. 
Eddie George, the Bank’s Gov- 
ernor; had been criticised for 
saying earlier in the week that 


BY DIANE COYLE 

and Lea Paterson 


a painkiller was all he could 
offer businesses struggling 
with foe strong pound. 

The pound jumped after yes- 


er record high against the euro. 
It dosed at a new record of 
67.48p, off earlier highs of67.19p. 

On foe stock market, the 
FTSE gave up all its earlier 
gams Mowing foe Bank’s de- 
cision, ending the day down 13 
points at 6,048.3. 

Privately some of foe busi- 
ness tabby groups admitted that 
it was not surprising foe Bank 
had left rates unchanged after 
five cuts in foe preceding five 

mnrrth^ smflp nththpRawtgrfj ngt 
a few days away. The Monetary 
Policy Committee was briefed 
this week on the outlines of foe 


Budget by Treasury officials. 

Most City analysts said rates 
were likely to fall again later in 
foe spring. Ken Wattret at 
Paribas said: ‘‘We do not see 
this as the end of foe easing 
cycle, more a pause for breath.” 

Major mortgage providers 
such as Halifax left rates un- 
changed following yesterday’s 
Bank of England decision. 

Recent figures have sug- 
gested that although the UK 
economy remains weak, it is no 
longer slowing rapidly. 

Yesterday, the CBI repeated 
signs of optimism on the high 
street in its monfoty distributive 
trades survey. Sales volumes 
were flat in February, accord- 
ing to the CBI, and are expect- 
ed to rise in March. 

AlastairEperan, chai rman nf 
the CBFs distributive trades 
panel said: "Retailers appear 


to be a little more confident 
about short-term business 
prospects compared with the 
record foils in optimism seen in 
the second half of 1998.” 

The Chartered Institute of 
Purchasing and Supply said 
activity in the service sector 
had fallen for the fourth month 
running in February bat the 
pace of decline was less rapid. 
Its activity index dubbed to 48.4 
from 48.2 in January. The 
amount of new h nsaness alsn fen 
less than the previous month. 

Peter Thomson, CEPS di- 
rector general said: “The UK 
sendee sector is entering 
calmer waters.” 

Neither survey is consid- 
ered by economists to have a 
strong record of fracking offi- 
cial data, bift foe slightty more 
upbeat message yesterday tied 
in with other recent news. 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


NEW YORK 


SHARES ended slightly lower amid 
a muted reaction to foe Bank of 
England’s decision to leave interest 
rates unchanged. The move bad 
been widely predicted and foe 
FTSE-100 only lost 13 points to 
close at 6048J3. The blue-chip index 
was in positive territory for most of 
the day but was hit by a bout erf late 
selling prompted by Wall Street’s 
shaky start The smaller indices 
fared better with the FTSE-250 
ending 9.6 higher at 528R9 and foe 
Small Cap rising 62 to 2282J. 

Market Report, page 21 


STOCKS were mixed, and bonds 
fell amid concerns of a rise in 
US interest rates and a slow- 
down in corporate earnings. By 
early afternoon, the Dow Jones 
was off its lows, trading up 1L68 
points at 9309.29. The Nasdaq 
Composite Index was 4.69 points 
higher at 2263,72. 

The International Monetary 
Fond said It would rerise up esti- 
mates of US growth in its next 
set of forecasts, underlining 
fears that the economy is grow- 
ing too East. 


| ft [TOKYO 


HONG KONG 


STOCKS more than recouped Taes- 
day’s losses, with investors cheated 
hy the trength of foe dollar and a 
slide in Japanese interest rates. 
The yen fell to more than 121 per 
dollar after the Bank of Japan 
added 400 MEon yen ($322bn) to its 
banking system, pushing the 
overnight loan rate between banks 
to 0.02 per cent The Nikkei 225 
index dosed up 249.30 points, or 
1.79 per oent, at 14,170.36, with talk 
of restructuring at sane of Japarf s 
biggest companies - such as Nissan 
- he lping switimqn t. 


NEWS of gover nm ent plans to sell 

off part of its large stock portfolio 

hit Hong Kong shares, which gave 
upeariy gains to close only mar- 
gjnaJDy higher 

The Hang Seng ended up 8L82 
points at 9,922.40, after Donald 
Tsang, the finan ci al secretary 
said in his budget speech that the 
government would cot bade its 
substantial stock headings, other 

parts of tiie budget received a 

better reception ft-om analysts, 
who were reassured by relatively 
upbeat economic forecasts. 


FRANKFURT 


SHARES fell almost 3 per cent amid 
uncertainties over domestic tax re- 
form. The Xetra Dax index closed 
down 129.32 points at 4,668^2, with 
recent threats by German compa- 
nies to relocate elsewhere in 
protest at proposed tax reform 
weighing on sentiment 
FtearsofaUS interest rate rise 
also continued to depress shares, ■ 
as did concerns over Germany's 
economic health. Afore information 
on European interest rates come 
today, after the European Central 
Bank’s rate-setting meeting. 
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Getting it right second time around 


IF AT first you don’t succeed .. 
Goldman Sachs is returning for a 
second ^abat stock market flotation 
l^s than five months after its first 
attempt went belly-up. The speed 
with which the American investment 
bank has been able to dust off its 

plans m part reflects the ranarkabfe 

recovery in equity markets which 
has occurred since then - not to 
mention the bank’s own profits, 
which are said to have soared to a 
record $UL6bn in the first quarter 
But as those who are involved in 

the IPO are keen to stress, this is 

not about trying to hit the top of the 
-market If there’s a stock market 
correction similar to the one that 

sank the float last time round, so be 

it The float will still go ahead any- 
way Only Armageddon will derail 
-it this time round. 

So what’s changed? Most Gold- 
man Sachs partners have become 
united in their belief that the way 
forward for the firm is through a 
pubfic flotation - Chat if they remain 
a partnership they’ll eventually be- 
come uncompetitive. Never mind 
the way it will enrich working and 
retired partners, flotation brings 
four base advantages. 

The first is that it solidifies the 
capital structure and makes it im- 



Outlook 

mune to the process of erosion that 
occurs in a partnership; Second, it 
allows the firm to cascade owner- 
ship rights through all employees, 
rather than, confining them to anar- 
row group of partners. This brings 
a third, related advantage. It allows 
Goldman to pay its staff in shares. 

Most American anrf European 
investment banks pay some pro- 
portion of staff remuneration in 
shares. If this path is blocked, as it 
is at Goldman Sachs, then the 
money has to be made up in other 
ways - mainly cash. In a high-earn- 
ing people business like invest- 
ment banking, this in turn can 
make the cost base uncompetitive. 
Fourth, and possibly most impor- 


tant, Goldman reckons it needs a 
currency with which to compete in 
the acquisition market 

All these rationales were true 
first time round, of course, but 
many partners appeared less con- 
vinced of them then. As a conse- 
quence they needed to be assured 
of the value of the float with the 
promise of real money - that their 
shareholdings would be worth a cer- 
tain minimum amount as a result 
of the IPO. As the market plunged, 
it became impossible to deliver on 
those promises. 

Goldman does not intend to re- 
peat these mistakes. This time 
round, there will be no such guar- 
antees. Partners are being asked to 
accept dial the shares will be worth 
whatever the market values them 
at This may seem a somewhat ar- 
cane difference, but it is none the 
less an important one, because it in- 
dicates that the firm is much more 
wholeheartedly behind the idea of 
a float than it was when the first at- 
tempt was made. 

Even so, this is a big leap for 
Goldman Sachs, as indeed it is for 
equity markets. It’s been a boom 
year for deals, so fee income ac- 
counts fora big Chunk of earnings 
right now. None the less, profit 


from proprietary trading stm dom- 
inates. It will be interesting to see 
what ordinaiy investors make of the 
flotation of what is, in effect, the 
world’s largest hedge fund. 

Wainhomes 

ANOTHER DAY and another small- 
cap company turns its back on the 

stock market Bill Ainscough is 
taking Wainhomes private with the 
help of Royal Bank of Scotland, leav- 
ing behind the now familiar trail of 
complaints about short-tennism, 
illiquid stocks and inability to raise 
capital 

In M r Hrtaxavpr 

there is a kicker, and a big one at 
that As part erf the buyKnit deal, his 
share of the company will rise from 
23 per cent to 71 per cent because 
of the way BoS is loading the busi- 
ness up with debt 

After sen/icing that debt- nowa- 
days a much cheaper business be- 
cause of the fall in long-term' 
interest rates - Mr Ainscough will 
be left with a £5m share of profits 
each year; assuming the company 
keeps up its present level of earn- . 
ings. In these days offull disclosure 
and corporate correctness, that is 


the kind of take-home pay he could 
only have dreamt of had Whin- 
homes kept its public quote. 

Given that life as a quoted com- 
pany brought with it all the tiresome 
obligations of a fisting and none of 
the advantages - which are princi- 
pally access to capital - the choice 
must have been an easy one. 

The example of Wainhomes 
highlights a wider trend Smaller 
companies are starting to leave the 
market in their droves. Some of the 
blame for this phenomenon Ees with 
the big investment institutions, 
who have turned against smaller 
companies like Wainhomes, which 
in turn makes their shares under- 
perform, which in turn deters 
people from buying than. 

A vicious circle roles which is 
preventing the small companies of 
today becoming the big ones of to- 
morrow and it is a serious problem. 
In a report published today, Brian 
Basham and Craig Pickering of 
Equity Development suggest a so- 
lution - provide individual investors 
with the same tax breaks as the big 
institutions. 

Since small investors buy shares 
in small co mpanies , this would kill 
two birds with one stone. Shares in 
these companies would become 


more liquid, making it easier to raise 
capital, while the investors them- 
selves would be helped to build up 
a pension pot ready for retirement 

Gordon Brown has hinted that 
next week’s Budget will contain a 
sprinkling of measures to boost en- 
terprise. But this may be a tax break 
too far for the Chancellor: 

Psion doubts 

THE FAST LANE of the information 
superhighway is an uncomfortable 
place, as David Potter of Psion is 
finding out Whereas palmtop com- 
puters were once just glorified 
electronic organisers, the advent of 
new mobile phone technology ca- 
pable of carrying data at high 
speeds means they are about to 
change out of all recognition. 

Eventually they might even take 
over from the personal computer as 
the main way in which people access 
the Internet, send and receive e- 
mail, and buy goods online. These 
devices will take all kinds of forms, 
from mini-laptop computers to in- 
telligent wrist watches. And they’ll 
be in the shops from this Christmas. 

David Potter; Psion's chairman, 
addressed these changes last sum- 


mer when he injected EPOC - the 
operating system software devel- 
oped by Psion - into a joint venture 
with the world’s three largest mo- 
bile phone manufacturers. The 
question he faces now is what to do 
with the rest of the business. 

Larger, more aggressive manu- 
facturers are muscling in on his 
markets, and it is doubtful that 
Psion can remain in the vanguard 
of conventional palm computers 
for much longer Mr Potter yester- 
day attempted to shift the empha- 
sis by talking about solutions rather 
than just boxes. 

The details are still vague, but 
over the next year Paon is aiming 
to form a series of alliances to offer 
e-mail and e-commerce solutions. It 
is also Ukefy to concentrate on sell- 
ing more handsets to businesses as 
part of a computing package. 

All this makes sense. The ques- 
tion is whether Psion can move out 
of its traditional business while re- 
taining a distinctive edge over larg- 
er rivals. Mr Potter has so Ear 
successfully managed to steer 
Psion through these rapidly chang- 
ing markets. The youthful David 
Levin, who has just taken over 
from Mr Potter as chief executive, 
will have his work cut out produc- 
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In Brief 


LaAroke warns 
of lower margins 

LADBROKE, the hotels and 
gaming group, has warned of 
lower than expected marg ins 
at its UK betting chain, 
though overall trading is 
satisfactory, the company 
said. Ladbroke blamed poor 
weather at sporting events 
for the downturn at its 
bookmakers. 

Ladbroke reported 
underlying full-year profits 
up 22 per cent at £276.9m. 
This was in line with 
indications given when it 
unveiled a £1.2bn agreed bid 
for Stakis last month. 
Ladbroke posted its offer 
document yesterday. 

Mirror move 

Trinity, the regional 
newspaper publisher, took 
another step towards 
launching a formal bid for . . 
Mirror Groiip when it asked 
the Department of Tra^arut 
Industry to refer its interest 
in the national newspaper 
group to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. The 
move is likely to trigger an 
MMC inquiry which could 
last approximately three 
months. Regional 
Independent Media, a rival 
bidder, is likely to follow 
Trinity’s example in the next 
few days. 

Digital link-up 

ONdigital, the digital 
broadcaster jointly owned by 
Carlton and Granada, linked 
up with SDN, the rival 
consortium, to provide pay- 
per-view sports and movies 
to ONdigital viewers. The 
service, to be launched later 
this year, will offer five 
channels of pay-per-view on 
the digital multiplex owned 
by SDN, which is jointly 
owned by media groups NTL, 
S4C and United News and 
Media. 



Marks & Spencer’s shares were hit yesterday by the gloomy statement 
supplier, William Baird, which said the retail chain still has too much si 

Baird warns more 
factories may closi 


t from its 
stock 


WILLIAM BAIRD, the Marks & 
Spencer clothing supplier 
which closed five of its M&S 
factories last year, warned of 
further closures yesterday as 
Marks & Spencer struggles to 
address its problems. 

Wiliam Baird supplies M&S 
with ladieswear, menswear 
and childrenswean and the re- 
tail giant accounts for 40 per 
cent of its output Even after 
last year’s closures it still has 
18 factories dedicated to M&S 
employing 6,000 people. 

But Baird's chief executive, 
David Suddens.reporting a 
slump in profits after two 
warnings last year, said a 
double whammy of falling 
orders from M&S and a 
squeeze on prices meant more 
closures were likely. “There 
are bound to be further re- 
ductions this year;'* he said. 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

He added: “Business at the 
moment is very tough and 
M&S still has too much stock 
in its pipeline. Orders from 
them are down by 10 per cent 
year-on-year.” 

William Baird is shifting 
more of its production to 
cheaper areas such as Sri 
Lanka and Turkey in an at- 
tempt to reduce costs as M&S 
tries to make its prices more 
competitive. 

The gloomy statement hit 
M&S shares, pushing them 
14.75p lower to 380.25p. Nick 
Bubb, retail analyst at SG Se- 
curities, said: “This seems to 
give strength to market ru- 
mours indicating that M&S 
may have experienced bad 
clothing sales in February 


which otherwise looks like a 
rather good month.” 

William Baird said it was 
committed to M&S but the re- 
lationship was likely to change. 
There is currently too much 
duplication on design, quality 
control, technology and logis- 
tics, it said. 

The comments came as 
wafiam Baird reported a 12 per 
cent slump in full-year operat- 
ing profits to £3lm. Profits in its 
M&S business fell from £lL2m 
to £6.9m and margins fell from 
5 per cent to 3.2 per cent 

Elsewhere, Dawson In- 
ternational, the Pringle 
sweater group, said it plans to 
seD off a number of its interests 
to concentrate on its cash- 
mere operations. The group re- 
ported a loss of £llm after 
£l3.8m of exceptional charges. 
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Chief executive gains £4.5m from buyout 


THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE of a 
housebuilding company is 
expected to boost his income to 

more than £4.5m a year by 
taking his company private and 
increasing his equity stake to 71 

per cent, writes Andrew Verity. 

Bill Ainscough, who cur- 
rently has a 23 per cent stake 


in Wainhomes, will benefit from 
an £88m buyout of the compa- 
ny backed by Uberioq an in- 
vestments division of the Royal 
Bank of Scotland. 

Analysts estimate that 'Wain- 
homes will pay a maximum of 
ram a year to service the debt 
used to finance the buyout 


leaving shareholders with earn- 
ings ofover £6m. 

Analysts said Mr Ainscough 
was making a virtue of the 
stockmarkefs undervaluation of 
housebuilding companies. 

“It’s a superb deal for Bill 
Ainscough and it reflects the 
market’s stupidity about house- 


builders’ prospects," said one. 

Harrock, the buyout vehicle, 
yesterday offered I40p a share 
to Wainhom es shareholders, a 
premium of 22 per cent to the 
company’s closing price on 
Tuesday. It already has accep- 
tances from 31 per cent of 
Wainhomes shareholders. 
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Schroders beats forecasts 
despite autumn turmoil 


SCHRODERS, the City invest- 
ment bank, yesterday re- 
affirmed its commitment to 
remaining independent as it 
shrugged off last autumn's tur- 
moil in financial markpfg to 

report profits head of expecta- 
tions last yean 

Pre-tax profits for 1998 fell to 
£169m from £177m in 1997 -the 
first profits decline at 
Schroders for five years - as a 
result of a near doubling of loan 
loss provisions for Asia to £43m. 

However; the profits were 
stiH ahead of City forecasts and 
Schroders’ shares rose 47p to 
I,3llp yesterday. Underlying 
profits were up by £6m to 
£275 m, reflecting the strong 
performance of Schroders’ cor- 
porate advisory business, which 
came second- only to Morgan 


BY ANDREW GARFIELD 
Financial Editor 

Stanley in the UK merger and 
acquisition tables last yean 
There were, however signs of 
pressure on the asset manage- 
ment side, where profits fell 
from £L54m to £1 47m last year 
The deputy chairman. Peter 
Sedgwick, said: “We are 
pleased that, despite the 
strength of the American com- 
petition. we can maintain OUT 
position as the leading British- 
based investment bank.” 

The total dividend for the 
year was also up by 8 per cent 
at l6-5p, reflecting the firm’s 
more upbeat outlook for the 
year ahead..; 

Schroders said that, haying 
taken action to tackle theprob- 


lems in Asia, and with more 
than 100 per cent of non-per- 
forming loans nowprovisioned, 
further bad debt provisions 
were unlikety this year. 

Win Bischoff, the chairman, 
said the business was well 
placed to take advantage of 
opportunities arising from cor- 
porate restructuring in Eu- 
rope, although he admitted the 
finn had some way to go to 
break the stranglehold of the 
Americans over transatlantic 
mega-mergers. 

“We have never found our 
size to be any impediment," he 
said. “We have a good, bal- 
anced business. It has allowed 
us to take fcerrihle market con- 
ditions in our stride.” 

Tie added: “Independence 
has> to be earrit and you earn 


that by providing a return both 
for those within the finn and for 
shareholders. 

“1998 was not an easy yean 
Among our competitors, only 
Morgan Stanley and Lehman 
have done better There is a raft 
who have done a whole lot 
worse than that" 

Late last year the firm re- 
organised the asset manage- 
ment business, appointing 
Nicola Rawlston to manage 
the operation on a day-to-day 
basis. This followed several 
highly publicised defections by 
UK pension funds to passive or 
index-tracking firms last year 
David Salisbury, head of in- 
vestment management, said 
the firm believed thatits com- 
mitment to active management 
would be vindicated. 
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The European countries 
living with the wrong (rates 


IT HAS been quite funny hasn’t 
it? Just about all the currency 
forecasters predicted that the 
euro would be a strong curren- 
International funds would 
want euro exposure, the Euro- 
pean econony was entering an 
upswing, and the new European 
Central Bank would be deter- 
mined to win its spurs. 

When experts agree, they 
are usually wrong. With hind- 
sight their near-unanimity was 
a dasse sen signal CThe experts 
were pretty bearish about ster- 
ling, too, and look where that got 
them.) The combination of what 
may turn out to be a recession 
in both Germany and Italy and 
the sniping by the French and 
Gentian finance ministers at the 
central bank has driven the 
currency lower almost every 
day It has now lost about 7 per 
cent of its value since the 
fcunch. Maybe those intema- 
monal funds do want exposure 
m the new currency, but they 
don’t mind waiting for the price 
to come down a bit further 

Funny, yes, but does it really 
matter? Here the answer is 
mostly no. Take a look at the 
graph on the left, which looks at 
the trade-weighted value of the 
euro from the beginning of the 
year together with the perfor- 
mance of the various con- 
stituent currencies over the 
previous three years. As you can 
see, the fall in the euro over the 
last two months has realty just 
been continuing a trend estab- 



Hamish 

McRae 


Bshed last autumn Even if the 
euro were to fell by another io 
per cent it would still be well 
within the margins of the last 
three years, and it r emain*; 20 
per cent above its 1990 value. 

That said, there are two risks. 
The first is that the pace at 

which the euro has been falling 

could become destabilising. If 
the movement were to get out 
of control the ECB might find 
itself having to make its next 
movement of rates up instead of 
down. That would send a polit- 
ical shockwave through Europe 
at what would, in economic 
terms, be a particularly unfor- 
tunate time. 

The second is that, while a 
weaker euro at the margin helps 
European exports, it would also 
tend to widen the current ac- 
count imbalance between 
Euroland and the US. That gap 
is at die limits of the acceptable 
- acceptable, that is, to the 
Americans - and risks stirring 
up much more serious trade 


In the fourth 
quarter of last year 
Euroland growth 
stopped, but this 
disturbing fact 
conceals large 
national variations 

friction than the current banana 
wan 

Those risks aside, a slightly 
weaker euro should not be 
major concern. But if the ex- 
ternal tensions between Euro- 
land and the rest of the world 
look manageable, the tensions 

within Eu mlanri Irv i k alarm mg 

Ybu can see two sorts of ten- 
sion in the other two graphs. In 
the middle, while the euro 
zone's overall consumer price 

inflating has h a^faHmg in n gat . 

isfectory way, (here is a growing 
divergence between France and 
Germany on the one hand and 
Italy on the other 

In France and Germany 
there is effe c tiv ely no inflatinn 
At a producer price level the 
fnflatinn numbers have gone 
negative; companies are expe- 
riencing deflation, not inflation. 
At a consumer level prices 
going up by a half a per cent or 
less are probabtymore than off- 
set fay quality improvements. 
But in Italy there clearly is still 


some inflation: indeed over the 
last 18 months there has been 
no decline, unlike its two big 
neighbours. 

A different sort of tensio n is 
evident in the graph on the* 
right In the fourth quarter of last 
year Euroland growth stopped. 
But this disturbing fact con- 
ceals large national variations. 
The German economy con- 
tracted at an annual rate of L8 
per cent, but France carried on 

with solid grnwfli t ffonfi mringtiiat. 

is was the fastest-growing of the 
large European economies last 
year. Ws don’t yet have figures 
for Italy and Spain but the JP 
Morgan forecasts in the graph 
suggest that, while the Spanish 
economy cantered on in fine 
style, Italy, like Germany, may 
have gone backwards. 

You see the problem. The un- 
balanced growth within Europe 
is not, as seemed likely six 
months ago, between a stagnant 
core and a fizzy periphery or be- 
tween slow-growing large coun- 
tries and fast-growing small 
ones. The core is experiencing 
very different conditions, with 
two of the big four growing well 
and two contracting. The prob- 
lem is not just fading an inter- 
est rate that suits Ireland and 
the Netherlands, but also suits 
Germany and France. It is 
worse. The core is spiff. 

There is no way of fine-tun- 
ing this. Given time, maybe the 
monetary authorities could de- 
vise administrative schemes 


Trade-weighted exchange rate oF the Euro* Harmonized consumer price Inflation 
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jor a bit more easily available in 
she stagnant economies and a 
pit more expensive or a bit 
jbarder to find in the booming 
Jones. This wouM not be easy and 
‘the only intellectual justification 
[would be prudential concerns; 
ifor example, the argument that 
borrowing for home purchase in 
Ireland should be curbed be- 
jeause the property boom there 
fwas in danger at some stage of 
Igoing into reverse, 
j It might be possible to adjust 
structural policies to try to in- 
( crease or curb demand. But 
\ such an approach would take 
jtime. Meanwhile, European 
/countries have to live with the 
/wrong interest rates. In the 
case of Germany; you can even 
aggue that the Finance Minister 
Oskar Lafontaine, may be right 
- maybe the country should 1 
have cheaper money - even if 
his attempted bullying of the 
ECB to cut rates is likely to be 
i counter-productive. 

This is still very earty days for 
the euro. AH the experience of 

financial market s wr mlH rantion 

us more drawing overly firm 
conclusions from a few weeks 
trading. The forego azt-hangas, 

Ukn all nthar finanmat 

are dedicated followers of fash- 
ion. The feet that the current 
fashion seems to be slightly dif- 
ferent from the one we were told 
I in the brochure to expect should 
I not trouble us. Nevertheless 
I the currency is on trial and the 
trial is thig is the Euroland 
economy flexible enough to cope 
with a “one-size-fits-alT mone- 
tary policy? 

Which, in the weeks ahead, the 
GDP numbers, not the curren- 
u cy ones. There is a serious dan- 
ger that large parts of Europe 
| could be struck by the Japanese 
i disease because they, hke Japan, 

1 have had to cope with an inap- 
| propriate monetary policy. 

■_ One final thou ght- two big 
, countries in Euroland have less 
1 appropriate interest rates than 
! the UK - or at least that is the 
I evident view of the Bank of 
England's Monetary Policy 
Committee. 



Chancellor Gerhard Schroder could be faced with another U-turn j 

Schroder to review tax 
after business revolt 


Reuters 


FACED BY an unprecedented 
business revolt. Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroder yesterday 
sought to placate Germany's 
leading industrialists by 
promising to review his gov- 
ernment’s tax reforms. 

A controversial new tax law, 
which insurance companies 
say will cost them up to 
DMl3bn (£4.6bn) over the next 
three years, is nevertheless 
set to go before the Bundestag 
today for its final vote. At an 
emergency meeting at the 
Chancellery, all Mr Schrftder 
could offer the heads of Ger- 
many’s biggest insurance com- 
panies was a sympathetic ear 

He said the government 
would examine the new tax 
law before the end of the year 
to see if corrections might be 
needed.. Mr Schroder’s gov- 


BYlMRE KARACS 

in Berlin 

eminent has made so many U- 
turas in its short period of 
office, that another one just to 
please the insurance lobby 
would barely be noticed. 

The pressure, meanwhile, 
is increasing. After threatening 
to take their business to an- 
other country, insurance com- 
panies warned yesterday that 
they would stop biying gov- 
ernment bonds. According to 
Germany’s insurance federa- 
tion, several companies already 
intend to do this to punish the 
government for damaging their 
business. 

“Individual companies have 
told us internally that they will 
not buy German bonds any- 
more." said Siegfried Brock- 


mann, spokesman for the fed- 
eration. MrBrockmann named 
no names, but it is assumed that 
Allianz, Europe’s largest in- 
surance company, is entertain- 
ing such thoughts. Allianz has 
been in the forefront of what 
German media have described 
as “extra-parliamentary” op- 
position to the government’s 
economic policies. 

It was the chairman of 
Allianz, Henning Schulte- 
Noelle, who led yesterday's 
deputation to the Chancellor - 
supported by the heads of 22 of 
Germany’s biggest companies 
- who had also penned a letter 
of complaint to Mr Schroder. 

Mr Schulte-Noelle's argues 
in today's issue of Die Zeit that 
the cost of the tax reforms to 
the insurance industry is “com- 
pletely unacceptable”. 


Psion aims for expansion 


PSION, the handheld computer 
ra mpany has bnmtihpfl a strato- 
gic review which is likely to see 
it launch a series of acquisitions, 
strategic partnerships and dis- 
posals as it attempts to adjust 
to the rapidly evolving market 
for mobile computers, writes 
Peter Thai Larsen. 

David Pottei; Psion's chair- 
man, said the company was 


hoping to use its strong brand 
name to cash in on the market 
for wireless data services -the 
ability to access online services 
over mobile phone networks. 

This means Psion is Hkety to 
widen its scope beyond the dis- 
tinctive pocket computers that 
have been its mainstay. “Our 
fundamental interest is not in 
boxes but in end solutions," 


said David Pottei; Psion's chair- 
man, adding that it was likely to 
form partnerships with existing 
services companies, as well as 
making acquisitions. 

ftfr>n also hinted that Dacam, 
the subsidiary making plug-in 
modems for laptop PCs which 
has been hit by a switch towards 
built-in modems, might be sold. 
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Save up to 50% on four holiday 


TO BOOK 

YOUR DISCOUNTED 
HOLIDAY GALL 

0990 423423 



f | ^he Independent/Independent 
I on Sunday have teamed up 
JL with Travelworld Direct to 
provide readers with massive 
discounts on a range of holidays. You 
can save up to 50 per cent off the 
brochure prices on a fabulous 
selection of summer and winter 
holidays, tours, cruises and short 
breaks from a wide range of 
brochures that will be featured today 
and throughout the week. 


HOW TO BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY 


To take advantage of this offer you need to choose 
your holiday from any of the brochures featured 
Sou should then call the Travelworld Direct 
reservation line on 0990 425423. All holidays must 
be confirmed between Saturday 27th February and 
Sunday 14th March and you wtil be required to pay 
a deposit which will be deducted from your final 
invoice. The balance of your payment is due lO weeks 
before vour departure. For bookings made mthm 
10 weeks of departure, payment in fulUess the dis- 
count is required at the time of booking. You can 
Se a Switch or Delta debit card, or credit card Cred- 
iKard payments will incur a 1.5% handling charge. 



If you appreciate majestic mountains, breathtaking lakes 
and fjords, historical highlights, cultural delights, find foot 
and wine, may we introduce the new 'Experience The 
T.akes and Mountains' programme from Airtours. There's 
so much more choice including self drive holidays, twin 
centres, activities, costa cruises and so many destinations 
to choose from including Andorra, Austria, Italy, Madeira 
Majorca, Norway, Switzerland and USA. 


cadogaisT holidays U>ffJ 

A MEMBER OF THE BLAND GROUP ESTABLISHED 1810 S 

A collection of top quality hotels and self catering 
’options throughout the mediterranean and North 
Africa. Including short breaks, departures from 
regional airports, tailor made paclmges, fly cruise, sin 
gle savers and great reductions for children. 


10%^ 

OFF, 


Cresta Worldwide offer tailor made holidays from the Far 
East to the Caribbean inclu ding multi-centres all inclu- 
sive holidays, tours and saferis. There's a wide choice of 
destinations to choose from including Ear East, Indian 
Ocean, Africa & Middle East. Caribbean and Bermuda 
and USA and Hawaii This discount is applicable on. any 
holiday booked from the Cresta Worldwide 99 brochure. 


Bridge z® 


Travel Service 

Choose any city break from the Bridge Travel City break 
brochure and we will discount your holiday by 15v . 
Whether you arc celebrating a special occasion or jusi 
want io get away from it alL Bridge Travel Service nave a 
city break to suit eveiy tasie. You could be enjoying a Gui- 
neas in Dublin, or riding a gondola in Venice; eating sword 
fish in Lisbon or shopping Mary's exploring a live volcano 
near Reykjavik or watching the opera in Vienna; sampling 
Amsterdam's famous steamy side or savering the art trea- 
sures of Florence the choice is almost limit less. 


sunwoj 


10%^ 

OFF. 


Sun 


15% 

OFF 


Choosing to take a holiday in the tropics is easy - wc 
cant think of anybody who doesn’t dream of lingering 
long over a rum punch on those powder white palm 
fringed beaches. With Sunworld you get an enormous 
choice - not just of tropical destinations and resorts, 
but of where to stay, of what to do and see, and how 
to make the most of your money. 


Save 15% off any holiday with Virgin Sun. Choose from 
a wide range of destinations. 

* TWo Centre Holidays 

* Virgin All Inclusive holidays 

* Virgin Villas and Completely Different holidays 

* No flight supplements to pay from both Gatwick and 
Manchester 


HOW TO RECEIVE YOUR DISCOUNT 


To qualify for the appropriate discount Vou must submit 
four numbered tokens from either The It dependent or The 
Independent on Sunday , with the booking validation 
form below. A total of nine tokens will be printed between 
Saturday 27th February and Sunday 7th IjVlarda 1999. Your 
tokens and booking validation form ipust arrive with 
Travelworld Direct by Sunday 14th I March 1999. If 
Travelworld Direct do not receive your tokens, you will 
be sent a revised invoice for the full price of your 
holiday. Tickets and travel documents; will normally be 
supplied 7 to 10 days before departure. Please see the full 
terms and conditions for this offer tlkat appear at the 
bottom of this page. I 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


APPLICATION FORM (include u tokens) 



[ \ Booking Ref. no.: 

Send to: The Independent Promotion, 
Riverside House, Aspley Marina, Wakefield 
Road, Huddersfield, HP1 3AF 



onh r con- & m nifitinns of booking appty 3_ Th^ booking unless stated otherwise. 4.A han - I to withdraw any discount offer without no- Should you cancel your holiday the appKc- 1L This promotion has been organised by 

J. Offer appbvs to newbooHnjgs and i4th offers featured cannot be combined with any dling charge of applies to payments by i tjce.6.Notavaflable in Republic of Ireland, able discount becomes invalid 9- Applicants Tfcavelworid Direct, part ofTheTravriworid 

firmed between 27tn F«jruao »» offierpromotionalofer available at time of crecfitcaids.'Ilavdwoikireservetheright 7. AD holidays are subject to availability. 8. must be over 18 10. No photocopied tokens. Group, ABTAA7462 ■ 

March 99. 2. Participating tour 
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MARKS & SPENCER had a 
day to forget, as rumours of 
poor trading and whispers of 
a dividend cut encouraged a 
wave of selling. 

As most other FTSE 100 
stocks kept their cool in the 
face of the expected no change 
in rates, Britain’s premium re- 
tailer struggled, ending 14.75p 
lower at 380.25p. A deluge of 
bad news did the damage 

First on the block was the 
announcement that WSfiam 
Baird, M&S’s biggest suppli- 
er; had suffered a dip in prof- 
its in 1998 and was forecasting 
a tough first hall 


Market 

Report 



Francesco 

Guerrera 


ffl 


spanoug concern about M&S 
clothes sales. Panicky dealers 
talked of “negative double- 
digit'’ like-for-Iike sales at the 
start of the all-important 
spring season. 

One or two brokers added 
to Marks & Sparks' misery by 
reawakening the spectre of a 
dividend cut with the final re- 
sults, due out in June. On 
current forecasts of a I4.4p 
cfivt the payout will only be 
covered one time and the 



NIGEL WRAY, the property 
and sports tycoon, is about 
to embark on an unusual 
venture. Yesterday he 
disclosed an 13.4 per cent 
in Frank Usher; a long- 
suffering maker of evening 
dresses. Usher, which 
closed up 7p to lL5p, is 
considering appointing the 
entrepreneur to the board. 
Mr Wray who owns the 
rugby team Saracens and 
made its fortune in the 
property world with 
Trocadero, is not a clothes 
expert However; he has an 
eye for undervalued 
companies. 


outdid its lugger brother once 
again, posting a 9.6 rise to 
5,286.9. The Small Cap was 
also resilient finishin g g.2 
ahead at 2^82J5. 

The undercard’s bid spec- 
ulation centred on British 
Borneo. The oil exploration 
group, which last year bought 
rival Hardy, drilled an 8.3 per 
cent increase to 105p in heavy 
volume. 

The rumour is that a US 
predator is m ullin g a hostile 
bid of up to 18Gp a share to ex- 
ploit Borneo’s depressed 
price. The stock readied 522p 
a couple of years ago and has 
since been hammered by the 
foiling oil price. 

Talks of a merger with rival 
Lasmo also did the rounds as 
dealers reported aggressive 
buying from three big brokers. 
Merril Lynch, who reiterated 
its “buy” advice, was said to be 


Cazenove. Britannic spoiled 
the insurers’ party with a 97p 
plunge to 1065p after a set of 
mediocre results. 

Powergen, figures today, 
rose an electrifying 24p to 
78 7p amid vague talk that it 
might buy a second regional 
electricity company. 

FfeDow utility Energjs, a 
FTSfc 100 candidate, powered 
12 Op ahead to L580p after an- 
nouncing a Northern Ireland 
telecom jomt venture with the 
local electricity group Vvridi- 
an, up 24^p to 733p. 

Hays, the services group, 
benefited from some switching 
out of rival Rentokil, which on 
Tuesday foiled to meet its 
earnings target Predictably, 
Hays rose 2L75p to 626.5p 
and Rentokil lost 2.75p to 
39&25p. Rail track was de- 
railed by profit-taking, losing 
75p to lr-455p. 

FYx)d retaBers went sour as 
the threat of a price war looms 
large. Tesco was first in the 
checkout queue with a 5J>p 
foil to l63p. Sainsbury of- 
floaded lip to 353p while Safe- 
way dropped 7.75p to 256p as 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 







Square Mile is starting to fret 
Balance sheet worries were 
compounded when Moody’s, 
the ratings agency, down- 
graded foe retailer’s debt 
HSBC put tiie seal on a 
truly awful session by repeat- 
ing its “reduce” advice. Hie 
stock, which topped 600p in 
April, has lost over 9 percent 
in the last three days as the 
market view got powder and 
gloomier. 

If the trend continues, the 
title of a recent analysts’ note 
on the new management's re- 
structuring efforts, “It’s going 
to be pairful", could be in- 
scribed on M&S’ Baker Street 
headquarters. 

The FTSE 100 had a rela- 
tively painless day finishing 13 
lower at 6.04JL3. Hie blue chip 
index shrugged off the Bank 
of England's decision to keep 
rates on bold and remained in 
positive territory for most of 
the day, thanks to a robust 
opening on Wall Street 
However; when the Dow 
turned negative, the FTSE 
100 followed suit ending with 
a small deficit Hie FTSE 250 


share price, pence 



PPL THERAPEUTICS, the 
company that cloned Dolly 
the Sheep, is near to 
clinchin g a key deal for 
one of its major drugs. 

The shares soared 9p to 
107 Jp yesterday amid talk 
that PPL has found a US 
partner for its cystic 
fibrosis drag. The partner; 
believed to be a large 
pharmaceutical company, 
will shoulder a large 
chunk of the drag’s 
clinical trials, reducing 
PPL’s development costs. 
The company recently 
published encouraging 
results for the drug. 


among them. 

Borneo pipped GKN as the 
best riser in the top 350 com- 
panies. The aerospace engi- 
neer took off witha 62£p jump 
to 9l0p. Analysts were im- 
pressed by the better-than-ex- 
pected results and confident 
outlook for this yean 

GEC, up 29 to 565p, re- 
mained in demand as tbe mar- 
ket awaits the next 
acquisition, following this 
week’s purchase of foe US 
telecom group Rellec. 

The insurers were having 
a love-in with the analysts. 
Royal & Sun, results today 
soared I7.75p to 551p as ABN 
Amro suggested a switch out 
ofNorwich Union, down 025p 
to 451-5p. CGU, up 27.5p to 
955J>p, was also on ABN's 
wish list Legal & General, up 
25p to 7745p, got the nod from 


CSFB advised to sell Morri- 
son, foe Northern chain, shed 
7 Jp to 296.5p. 

The stores’ black day was 
completed by Arcadia, down 
18p to 2i3p. The broker KLein- 
wort Benson put a “sale" sign 
on the Burton offshoot and re- 
duced its forecasts. Merrill 
Lynch also hovered with talk 
of aim line of shares on offer 

Wales City, the property 
group, climbed 65p to 72ip.Ils 
major building City Rrint in the 
Square Mile is near comple- 
tion and should add a further 
S0p to the share price. 

Torotrak, foe maker of a 
revolutionary gearbox, roared 
26.5p ahead to I30p after 
pledging to win 80 per cent of 
General Motors’ automatic 
tran smis sion orders. 

Bula Resources, foe oil 
group, was boosted by the ap- 
pointment of foe former Irish 
prime minister Albert 
Reynolds as chairman rising 
0J25p to l.25p. 
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INVESTMENT 


GKN ready to pounce 
with £lbn warchest 


Britannic 
shares fall 
8% as rate 
cuts bite 


GEN, foe automotive, defence 
and Industrial services group, 
yesterdaysaidithada£lbnwar- 
chest to spend on acquisitions as 
it beat market expectations with 
a 75 per cert leap in pre-tax prof- 
its to a record £707tn. 

Hie surge in profits drove 
GKN shares 7 per cent higher to 
91 Op -dose to thefr all-time high 
-ami was accompanied ty a 105 
percent increase in the dividend. 

The profits increase was 
largely due to the write-back of 
a£248mpwisicaitocoveralegal 
action by franchisees in the US 
which GKN ultimately won. But 
leaving aside this exceptional 
item, pre-tax profits still rose 14 
per cent to a record £462m, with 
foe services cfiviaon, Chep pal- 
lets and foe waste business 
Cleanaway, turning in foe 
strongest perfonnance. 

CK Chow, chief executive, 
said that GKN would use its fire- 
power to acquire businesses in 
three areas - powder metallur- 
gy. aerospace components and 
offbighw^vehidecompwients. 

However; he said GKN was 
under no pressure to follow the 
lead of the car manufacturers 
and seek a “mega-merger” with 
a rival components group be- 
cause it already had dominant 
market positions and strong en- 
gineering capability 

Organicgrowfo this year will 
come from wpansion of its au- 
tomotive driveline and Chep 


by Michael Harrison 
Business Editor 


GKN: AT A GLANCE 


BY ANDREW VERITY 


pallets business and foe West- 
land order book, which will rise 
from 29 heUcqpters this year to 
47 next 

Late last year GEN paid 
£3S0m for Interlake, a US sinter 
metals and aerospace group, 
Stren g thening its rinminflnf- po- 
sition m the marfe^ 
components for foe car and 
aaropace industries manufac- 
tured using powder metallurgy 
technology. 

Mr Chow said GKN expected 
to achieve ffiOOm sales in sinter 

mofe»lg fhi$ ye ai; rising tn 

within three years. 

GKN is forecasting a 2-3 per 
cent decline in European car 
production this yean But Mr 
Chow said the outlook for the US 
remained stable, adding that 
there were opportunities to ex- 
pand its sales, particularfy conr 
slant velocity joints, where GKN 
already has 37 per cent of foe 
world market 

He added that foe flotation of 
General Motors’ components 
arm Delphi would give GKN the 
opportunity to increase sopphes 
to the workTs largest car maker 
Fbrd is planning a similar move 
with its components arm, Vis- 
teon. 

Mr Chow forecast more con- 
soHdatinn in the fighting vriiMns 

industry following foe merger of 


Market value: £6.481x1, share price 910p (+62. 5p) 
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its Warrior division with Alvis 
and said the £3bn “battlefield 
taxi” programme in which GKN 
is foe lead partner could provide 
tiie focus for further restruc- 
turing But he played down the 
prospects of GKN doing a deal 
with the tank division ofVIckers. 

Operating profits from GRITs 
automotive division rose 19 per 
cent to £246m while profits ftom 
aerospace rose £5m to £104m. 
But foe star performer was in- 
dustrial services where profits 


increased by 31 per cent to 
£U8m. Chep has 16 per cent of 
the market for pallets in Europe 
and foe US - put at 560 million 
pallets - and is ex panding into 
the Fhr East, the Nordic coun- 
tries, and BraziL 

Analysts upgraded their 1999 
forecasts on foe back of foe re- 
sults. Daniel Bevan of Credit Ly- 
onnaise is forecasting profits of 
£528m putting the shares on a 
forward earnings multiple oQ8, 
stiH cheap against foe market 


Thistle profits rise cheers investors 


THISTLE HO TELS, foe four 
star hotels group that was 
the subject of a £1.5 bn abort- 
ed bid from Nomura last year, 
provided its shar eholders with 
a boost yesterday with a 
trading update showing a 
modest increase in revenue 
growth. 

The update came as This- 
tle reported a 9 per cent in- 
crease in full-year profits to 
£86.6m and a £92.4m return of 
funds to shareholders, which 
will be paid as a I7p special 
dividend in April. 

The return of funds to 
shareholders was expected 
following an initial £92.6m 
tranche last yeai; but foe trad- 
ing update covering the eight 
weeks since the New Year 
was better than forecasts after 


by Nigel Cope 
Associate City Editor 


a difficult fourth quarter last 
year 

Ian Burk®, the chief execu- 
tive of Thistle, said: It’s early 
days but I think there is a bit 
more confidence around than 
there was last November.” 

The news will please 
Thistle shareholders who saw 
a sharp rise in Thistle shares 
evaporate last year after 
Nomura backed away from a 
bid. 

Brieriey Investments, 
which controls a 46 per cent 
stake, now says it is commit- 
ted to staying on board al- 
though for how long remains 
to be seen in this consolidat- 
ing sector. 



Ian Burke: There’s a bit 
more confidence around* 


Revenue per room was 
down by an estimated 2 to 3 
per cent in the final quarter 
of last year but in foe last 
eight weeks that has turned 


around to a s imilar level in- 
crease. 

Management is concen- 
trating on improving its exist- 
ing portfolio of 60 hotels in the 
four-star category. Thirty were 
sold last year and another 10 
under foe Mount Charlotte 
name are under review. 

Dresdner Klein wort Ben- 
son believes that hotel share 
prices are already discounting 
a tough year and that consol- 
idation - led by the Ladbroke- 
StaMs tie-up - could lead to a 
sector re-rating. 

On current year forecasts of 
£84m foe shares - down 4.5p 
to 136 Jp yesterday - trade on 
a forward multiple of 11. It is 
too early to be overly bullish, 
analysts say, but the shares 
look a decent hold. 


SHARES IN Britannic Assur- 
ance. the door-to-door life in- 
surer; fell 8 per cent yesterday 
when it revealed the value of its 
core business had been dam- 
aged by last year's plunge in 
long-term interest rates. 

The value to shareholders of 
the life and pensions business 
tumbled 7 per cent to £407m as 
Britannic was forced by the in- 
terest rate fall to re-assess foe 
finances of the business. 

The entire life insurance sec- 
tor has been hit hard by the fall 
in long-term interest rates last 
year from 63 to A5 per cent, the 
lowest rate since 1966. 

Britannic was also hit by a se- 
ries of one-off costs including a 
further £l50m to cover the sec- 
ond phase of the pension mis- 
selling review. Hie company has 
now set aside £3 00m to com- 
pensate mis-selling victims. 

In spite of a 15 percent jump 
in new business, the City was 
taken aback by further one-off 
costs, including spending on 
modernising computer systems. 

Analysts are increasingly con- 
cerned about the value of share- 
holders’ funds within foe 
companies. As long-term inter- 
est rates faU and finaix^ are re- 
viewed, funds have diminished. 

Finances have also been af- 
fected by the fort that people are 
living longer than actuaries ex- 
pected when policies were issued 

Charles Landa, of SG Secu- 
rities, said: “Everyone has been 
caught out by the life insurance 
results, especially the impact of 
lower rates on the [underlying! 
value of foe business.'’ 

In spite of the rate fall, Bri- 
tannic is financially stronger 
than most of its rivals. Brian 
Shaw, chief executive, said mar- 
ket pressures could force rivals 
to consider selling “Britannia is 
strongly capitalised In this low- 
rate environment, there will be 
opportunities as others who are 
weaker came under pressure." 

In December Britannic was 
beaten fay AMR foe Australian 
insurer; in the race to buy NPL 

Yesterday’s fell in share price 
means foe company is trading 
at a 17 per cent premium to net 
asset value- compared to a 50 
per cent premium for competi- 
tors such as Legal & General 
With the bad news already in tbe 
price, SG recommends a buy. 
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MARY FRANCIS has had a 
glittering career, moving 
effortlessly from All Souls 
College, Oxford, to the Treasury 
to Number Tien to Bucking- 
ham Palace. Now she has 
readied a new pinnacle - foe 
Association of British Insurers 
(ABI). 

The Queen's deputy private 
secretary is to replace Mark 
Boleat as director general of 
the ABI when he departs in 
June. 

Simultaneously, yesterday 
Mr Boleat announced he was 
joining Abbey National’s life 
division as a non-executive di- 
rector 

Tm having tentative dis- 
cussions about one or two other 
non-executive positions, and I 
want to do some public policy 
consulting" he says. 

Tve been at foe ABI for six 
years and before that the Build- 
ing Societies Association for 
seven. It’s time to do something 
(Efferent” 


BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 



Mr Boleat who once aspired 
to be a Tory MI* will feel at 
home with Abbey National's 
chairman, Lord Togendhat, 
who was Member of Parlia- 
ment for tbe City of London and 
Westminster in the late 1960s. 

As for Ms Francis, the in- 
surance industry may be less 
than impressed with her Trea- 
sury background The insurers 
usually regard foe interfering 
Whitehall Sir Humphreys as 
“foe enemy”. 

Mr Boleat disagrees; “I think 
it filer appointment) will be 
very warmly received. After 
all, she had a two-year sec- 
ondment with Hill Sam uel, she 
spent two years in Washington 
and she was a special adviser 
to John Mqjor. She also had a 
managemen t role at Bucking- 
ham Palace." 


Poisoned chalice 


THESE MUST be anxious times 
for Hanna Gronltiewicz-Waltz, 
president of the Polish central 
bank The “Group of 20 phis 1", 
a paffflfa of continental financial 
and economic journalists, Has 
just named her “European 
Banker of the Year 1998”. 

They cite her success in hold- 
ing foe zloty steady throughout 

the turmoil in the financial mar- 
kets and in helping to ensure that 

Poland’s banking system sur- 
vived the collapse of the rouble 
feiriy unscathed 

Nice of them to say so. But Ms 
GronMewicz-Waltz may be less 
than charmed and hoping foe 
award has not turned into one 
of those kiss-ofdeath “young 
businessmen of theyear” prizes. 


She will probably remember 
that two men won foe 1997 ac- 
colade on foe strength of a 
mega-merger 

One was Mathis Cabi- 
aDavetta of UBS, forced to quit 
after big losses in foe third 
quarter of last year 

The other was Marcel 
Ospel, who stayed behind to 
dean up the mess. 

Tbe question now for foe Pol- 
ish central banker is whether 
she should turn up in Frankfurt 
to collect her prize or sit safe- 
ly at home. 


Serco chairman 


Pedalling law 


SILVERBECK KYMER is a law 
firm that specialises in insur- 
ance and personal injury 
claims. It is foe main sponsor 
of the UK’s largest bicyde race, 
the 38th Silverbeck Rymer 
Eddie Soens Memorial Handi- 
cap this Saturday. 

More than 120 cyclists will 
complete 30 laps of foe Ain tree 
Racecourse in Liverpool. And, 
of course, if any of them have 
a tumble they will have expert 
legal advice on hand 


GEORGE GRAY, 61, is retiring 
as chairman of Serco, foe outfit 
that owns the franchise to the 
Docklands Light Railway after 
35 years with the company. 

Serco has recently teamed up 
with Guy Hands of Nomura to 
bid fora slice of foe London Un- 
derground. Serco was formed by 
a management buyout in 1987 
from RCA, foe US recording 
giant, when the latter was taken 
over by General Electric. The 
new firm was valued at £25m 
when it floated in 1988 against 
its market value today rf£900m. 

Richard White takes Mr 
Gray's place as executive chair- 
man while finance director 
Kevin Beeston steps into Mr 
White’s shoes as chief executive. 

When asked how Mr Gray 
would be spending his retire- 
ment, Mr Beeston said: “He’s a 
non-executive director of Misys, 
the IT company. He’s also got 
grandchildren so I'm sure he'll 
find things to fin his day.” 


E^maiL j.wiUcock(aindepen- 
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132.94 

133.02 

132.80 

3174.00 


3Mth Stating 

Mar-98 

9432 

94.70 

94.51 

72279.00 

171455.00 

Jun99 

94.69 

94.90 

94.66 

89649.00 

192301.00 

3 Mth Euribor 

Mar-99 

96.89 

96.91 

96.89 

3 153A 00 

157080.00 


Apr-99 

96.94 

96.95 

96.94 

5.00 

6458.00 


Jtm-99 

96.94 

96.97 

96J3 

60619.00 

141627.00 

3Mdi Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.71 



._ 

_. 

3 Mth Euroiudss Mar- 99 

98.55 

98.61 

98.54 

14084.00 

67158.00 


Apr-99 

98.45 

98.50 

98.41 

24749.00 

81789.00 

3 Mth Eure Ubor Mar-99 

96-89 

96.90 

96.89 

625.00 

118909.00 


Apr-99 

96.94 




107029.00 


Jun-99 

96.94 

96.95 

96J5 

71.00 

107029.00 

FTSE 100 

Mar-99 

6043.00 

6122X0 

6034.00 

28348.00 

160875.00 


LIFFE FTSE 

JOO INDEX OPTION 



SetdBnentFtfcE 6048.30 






M*r 



Apr 

May 

Jun 

Series Call kraUtf Put ImpUdl 

call Put 

can 

Put Call Put 

5950 72 

26 228 27 

157 310 

239 

381 302 426 

6000 54 

26 262 

24 

139 339 

217 

409 -I 

-1 

6050 42 

25 300 27 

117 368 

195 

436 258 480 

6100 29 

24 340 27 

97 400 

172 

463 -1 

-1 


ENERGY AT 5:30PM 


Brent Crude(S/banel)Gw <sH(S/iwine) WT1 CrudefS/barrel} ProdudsfS/Bonne) 
IPE Last* CM VW PE Ouse Os Ifei NVM Last* Cfag Spot OF NW Eta; 

Apr 11.310.3618857 Mar 10030 375 9137 Mar ** - 

May 11.45039 9380 Apr 101.00 330 7729 Apr 
Jun 1132 0.36 4278 May 102.50 3.00 2974 May 

tm 


11.96 ™ Gasoline 95 11* 00 

12.93 0.43 Naphtha 101.00 

1103 0.41 Gasoil 103.50 

13.13 0.38 hid OH (3.55*157.00 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at 5:topm 


Index 

Agricultural 
Energy 
ind Metab 
Lives toe*. 


BASE CUTE 
1970-100 
1970-100 
1983=100 
1977=100 
1970=100 


Prec Metals 1973-100 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (S/tonne) 


CopperA 

Lead 

Nickel 

Tin 

Zinc 


Cash 

Chg 

3 month 

Chg 

UlEsode 

Chgx 

1151.5 

1152.5 

4.50 

1173 

1174 

4 

81 2900 

-150 

1007 

1012 

9.00 

1030 

1035 

8 

87520 

3*0 

1383 

1384 

12.50 

1409 

1410 

13 

694750 

-775 

517 

518 

2.50 

517.5 

518.5 

3 

107*50 

■275 

4910 

4920 

55.00 

4970 

4975 

50 

60394 

402 

5375 

5385 -40.00 

5315 

5320 

-30 

8970 

175 

1044 

1045 

•11.00 

1053 

1054 

-9.5 

310250 

-825 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pm flx/S per oz _ . pm fta/E per ox , 

dd chg s year's s cna 

_ in nn & cm 11 nA *isn fin -1 on , * 


Coins |5) 


Year's 

chg 


S.1S 


Pladmim 372.00-4,00-12.00 Platinum 230.00 -230 -2.75 Krog'rands 292.25 
Palladium 350.00 0.00115.50 Palladhim2TG.40 -0.40 74.30 Son 72.11 
Skier 5.35*0.14 -1.15 Silver 3.30-0.10 -0.64 Nobles 386.05 
Gold 28535-230-11.05 Maple Leaf 293 .25 -12.29 


AGRICULTURAL M SJopr.i 


Cocoa 

UFFE E/tonne 
Mar99 855.00 
May99 854.00 
JuJ99 874.00 
W: 2269 

White Sugar* 
UFFE SAtene 
May99 210.00 
Aug99 20230 
0<t99 197.50 
VBt 409 


Coffee 
UFFE S/tonne 
MV991 735.00 
May991 545.00 
Jut99 1535.00 
Ubl: 3528 

Freight 
UFFESIOttipt 
Mar99 945.00 
Apr99 970.00 
May99 935.00 
ltot 5 


Barley 

UFFE fiioreie 
Mar99 73.75 
May99 73.75 
Sep99 73.50 
Vbl: 

Wheat 
UFFE Eilome 
mar99 72.00 
MayS9 7435 
JUIS9 76.00 
Vbb 115 


Potatoes 
UFFE£/lwne 
Apr99 280.00 
May99 317.00 
Jun 99 327.00 
TW: 

Com' 

CBOT Cenr^DsM 
fto99 209.00 
May99 214.75 
Jot99 22135 
Mob 9262 


Soya Beans* 
CBOT &5k 
Apr99 460.00 
May99 488.50 
Jun99 477.50 
UoL 7171 

ige Potatoes 

ATA SOU kg 
Mjjr99 29.60 
May99 32.00 
Jul99 32.40 
VU: 96 


OTHER SPOTS ats: 3 opm 


5 /' 


r 
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MS 


wwn 
li mix 


LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 


Apr UveCatde 

(CME) SrtOkto 

67.65 

Mar Wince Mace 

(SAF) Sr 100 mi 



134.04 

1.55 

1.17 

215-26 

-37.73 

Mar PoriBefles 

(CME) 5740k lb 

40 30 

Aug Rubber 

(TCMJV/SKkg 

8280 


16025 

-1.05 

-0.62 

231.23 

-27.24 

May Orange Juice 

|CTN|5/15Kb 

81.70 

May Cotton 

[CTN) 5/S0h b 

60.40 


4562 

1.29 

2.92 

85.86 

■46.87 

i Dec MIL 

(C5Q $<50h b 


Mar Crude Palm 

(KLQ SOI5m 

1695.00 

> 

126.17 

0.00 

aoo 

160.79 

-25.25 

May Oats 

|CBT)S/5kbsti 

104.50 

May Soya On 

(CBT) V60HC 

10.45 


161.40 

382.03 

•0.60 

-0.95 

-0.37 

■0.25 

191.03 

463.54 

-15.51 

-1738 

May Rax 

(WCEJ5/20B1 

283.70 

Jul Woollen 

(TCM) S/S0»g 1165.00 

) 


- t 
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SPORT 


Motor racing: Heat on McLaren’s Scottish driver as Formula One returns to the grid in Melbourne on Sunday 


Make or break time for Coulthard 


By Derick allsop 


FOUR MONTHS oa they are 
ready to resume hostilities, 
and it is as if nothing hap- 
pened save fora deep intake of 
breath. Fbrmula One acknowl- 
edges McLaren-Mercedes are 
out in front and that Ferrari are 
their only serious challengers. 

They could be wrong, but 
that is unlikely. They know 
their business and they have 
watched in trepidation, that dis- 
may. as McLaren redesigned 
and unleashed their new car. 

It looked even better than the 
1998 modeL which brought the 
team the constructors' cham- 
pionship and, in the hands of 
Mika Hakkinen, the drivers’ 
title too. 

Stable regulations - apart 
from a fourth groove on the 
front tyres - should mean a 
bunching of the competitors, 
and the scramble for places in 
the points may well be more 
frantic and engaging than last 
year. All the evidence in pre- 
season testing however sug- 
gests McLaren have retained 
their advantage, and that Fer- 
rari or, more specifically, 
Michael Schumacher should be 
a step ahead of the rest 

The sports promoters anx- 
iously await the opening round 
of the season. Sunday’s Aus- 
tralian Grand Prix at Mel- 
bourne. for confirmation that 
Schumacher at least will be ca- 
pable of pushing McLaren. 

Fbr all the German's less ac- 
ceptable traits, he has cajoled 
inferior equipment to the wire 
these past few championships 
and provided Formula One with 
an improbable spectacle to 
flaunt before its enormous 
audience. 

Hakkinen v Schumacher 
Part n has global box-office ap- 
peal but British consumers 
would doubtless welcome more 
prominent roles from their 
team-mates, David Coulthard 
and Eddie Irvine respectively. 

Since Northern Ireland’s 
Irvine is employed as a No 2 
and frankly does not rank in the 
same league as Schumacher it 
falls to the Scotsman, 
Coulthard, to bring a little va- 
riety to the show. 

Whether or not Coulthard 
has it in him to challenge far the 
championship has been one of 
the main dismission points in 
the build-up to the season. 

Last year he was, in football 
parlance, chasing the game 
from the moment he honoured 
an agreement with Hakkinen 
and slowed to allow the Finn 
through to win in Melbourne. 
By the midway stage of the sea- 
son he had conceded it was not 
to be his championship and 
committed his support to 
Hakkinen' s cause. 

Couilhard's critics contend 
he is simply not fast enough. His 
admirers emphasise his mis- 
fortune in the first half of last 
year when breakdowns sabo- 
taged some of his strongest 
races, and they remind us that 
he finished the 1995 season 
outpacing his team-mate at 
Williams. Damon Hill, who 
went on to become champion in 
199G. by which time Coulthard 
bad joined McLaren. 

That might, of course, say 
more about Hakkinen's talent 
than anything else, but it is fair 
to counter that Coulthard is no 
slouch. Those prepared to take 
an objective view suspect his 
failing so for has been a matter 
of application rather than abil- 
ity 

His compliance with the pre- 
race deal in Australia is dted as 
proof that he lacks the ruthless 
instincts of a true winner, a 


champion in the making. His 

reach - smile, good manners and 
pleasant demeanour are pre- 
sented as damning evidence. It 



Mika Hakkinen (left) and David Coulthard are determined to keep the drivers’ and constructors’ trophies in the McLaren camp 


is widely supposed he should be 
meaner, more arrogant, more 
aggressive, more selfish. 

Coulthard defends himself 
with a pragmatic: “I am what I 
am." And he adds: “Such talk is 
ridiculous.” 

He does acknowledge he 
has to be more consistent but 
figures that, since he is not yet 
28, he is still learning, still im- 
proving. He calculates that 
Hakkinen, two and a half years 
his senior, is unlikely to be 
quicker this season. 

There is also a school of 
thought that Hakkinen. hav- 
ing achieved the sport’s ulti- 
mate goal, may suffer some 
reaction; that he might be less 
motivated, less inclined to 
make that crucial but risky 
manoeuvre. 

The signs over the past few 

weeks indicate the contrary, 
that Hakkinen could be more 
formidable than ever; buoyed by 


self-confidence and fuelled by 
a new-found pride. He claimed 
the most significant pre-season 
prize, beating Schumacher by 
almost half a second in a test 
at Barcelona. 

Coulthard maintains he is 
under no additional pressure 
this season, but time is not on 
his side. Others, even those pre- 
pared to take the objective 
view, sense his patience may be 
misplaced. Unless he produces 
the genuine championship 
challenge he aspires to be 
could be seeking another team 
at the end of the season, and 
that most assuredly does 
amount to additional pressure. 

Over the course of the past 
couple of years McLaren have 
approached EQU and made of- 
fers to Schumacher and 
Jacques VUleneuve, a strange 
kind of endorsement of their 
faith in Coulthard He will ig- 
nore the warnings at his peril. 


HSU, beginning his second 
season with Jordan, ought to 
find himself embroiled in the 
fight expected to rage behind 
the main event. His victory in 
the Belgian Grand Prix, ahead 
of his then team-mate Ralf 
Schumacher, propelled the 
team to fourth place in last 
year’s constructors’ champi- 
onship. 

If they are to go one better 
they must overcome Ralf Schu- 
macher’s new team , W illiams , 
a tough but not impossible mis- 
stan. w illiams are using Re- 
nault customer engines for a 
final year before joining forces 
with BMW and have to ac- 
quaint themselves with not 
only the younger Schumacher 
but also with Alessandro Za- 
nardl the Italian returning to 
Formula One with two Champ 
Car titles on his CV 

Frank Williams has admitted 
the team’s tumble from the 


top of the pile last season was 
a “humiliating" experience and 
they will be pushed further 
down the order only with great 
difficulty. 

Benetton held third place in 

the early stages of last season 
but faded badly. They parted 
company with their team prin- 
cipal, David Richards, and fin- 
ished the year a timid fifth. This 
is a big championship for the 
team and their much vaunted 
young drivers, Giancario 
Fiachefla and Alexander Wurz. 

Stewart-Ibrd are another 
team required to improve their 
performance this season. To 
that end they have reorganised 
the team structure, brought in 
Johnny Herbert to partner 
Rubens Rarrichello, and de- 
veloped what should be a more 
competitive, car-engine pack- 
age. 

Jackie Stewart’s team will do 
well to top the “second division”. 


company that Formula One's 
newest entrants, British Amer- 
ican Racing, vow to leapfrog at 
the first attempt. 

A team that can sign the for- 
mer champion, Villeneuve, 
should not be taken lightly. 
However, more seasoned 
han ds at this game warn them 
the road ahead is more de- 
manding than they appear to 
have bargained for and they 
may learn a little humility the 
hard way. 

If nothing else, BAR have 
managed to stir a few emotions 
during the dark months of 
inactivity, and that global audi- 
ence will be hoping for more at 
tacks on their senses through 
the season proper. 

A stem defence of the title by 
Hakkinen seems inevitable, 
while Schumacher can be relied 
upon to demonstrate his genius. 
The onus is on Coulthard to pro- 
vide a new twist to the tale. 


Dennis defends McLaren’s strategy 


THE MCLAREN chief. Ron 
Dennis, has refused to rule out 
another arranged finish in Sun- 
day’s Australian Grand Prix 
here. 

McLaren caused uproar in 
the corresponding race last sea- 
son when team orders forced 
David Coulthard to allow his 
team-mate, Mika Hakkinen, to 
pass him two laps from home. 
It prompted calls for the sport's 
governing body to damp down 
to avoid similar situations aris- 
ing in the future. 

But Dennis insists team or- 
ders exist in every grand prix 
and the tactics vnll continue. 


By Russell Bennett 
in Melbourne 


“There is not a grand prix that 
we contest that doesn't take 
place under team orders,” Den- 
nis said. 

“It’s been the case since I 
took over at McLaren in the 
early 1980s and will continue to 
be the case. The competition is 
closer - but if we find our- 
selves with a perfect advantage 
then we would undoubtedly 
use that advantage to ensure 
we win the race. 

“What happened in Australia 
last year was difficult for a lot 


of people to understand. If you 
consider j-ourself part of a foot- 
ball team or an ice hockey 
team you can understand. 

“But they will be raring as 
hard against each other as they 
have been in past years and 
through all of last season." 

Dennis said that neither 
Scotland's Coulthard nor the 
Finn Hakkinen, the world 
c h a mp ion, would have an ad- 
vantage in the set-up of their 
respective cars this season. 

He said tile drivers would be 
treated as equals, but there 
were times where the team 
had to take precedence over the 


drivers, though those times 
were “few and far between." 
Coulthard echoed Dennis' re- 


the team aspect of Formula 
0n> even though McLaren's or- 
ders last year outraged motor 
sport enthusiasts who felt 
cheated by the arranged finish. 

“Wfe’re out there trying to de- 
velop the car tc^ether and work 
as closely as possible," he said. 
“That’s where I expect help 
from Mika and he expects help 
from me, in developing the 
car" 

Coulthard has scoffed at 
claims that he lacks the men- 


tal toughness to be crowned 
Formula One world champion. 
Coulthard insisted as he pre- 
pared for Sunday’s race that he 
was as committed as any of his 
rivals. 

“Just because I don't walk 
around the paddock talking 
like a boxen saying Tm going 
to knock you out*, does not 
mean my determination to suc- 
ceed is not there," he said. 

“Thee hare been champions 
in the past who people could 
have said had an arrogant-atti- 
tude while there were those who 
were easy-going. I do not think 
you should confuse the two.” 


Coulthard was responding to 
claims by Patrick Head, the 
technical director of his former 
Team Williams, that he needed 

to add an arrogant streak if he 
wanted to beat the likes of 
Michael Schumacher 
His former team-mate 
Damon Hill has also said 
Coulthard needed to be more 
sdfish if he wanted to challenge, 
for the title. But the27-year-okI 
is confident that he vriD mount 
a sustained bid this campaign 

fl ftar finishing thir d b ehin d his 

team-mate Hakkinen and 
Schumacher last year with 
one win. 


Starting grid for 1993 


they have beenbold In their determination to retain the titles, 
producing an all-new car when they mlghc jawop“d ^ a 
safer strategy. Hakkinen has proved himself, now couirnara is 
challenged to do the same. 


Michael Schumacher, Germany, 30 
GPs 118, vrins 33, championships 2. 

EdMe Indue, Northern Ireland, 33 

GPs 81. wins 0. championships 0. .. . 

Under ever more Intense pressure to deliver toe drivers 
crown. Schumacher, acknowledged as the world's best drtwr. 
has endured three seasons without winning the championdjto 
and cannot relish the prospect of another near ' mbs. Should w 
close, but the car may still not be as good as the McLaren. 


HifULUAMS 



Alessandro Zaaardl, Italy, 32 
GPs 25, wins 0, championships 0. 

Ralf Schumacher. Germany, 23 
GPs 33, wins 0, championships 0. 

The most successful championship competitors in Formula 
One slipped to third In the constructors standings last season 
and will be anxious to regroup this time. The all-new driver 
line-up has been described as a gamble but it could be one oF 
the most intriguing. 


JORDAN 


Damon Hill, Britain, 38 

GPs 99,'wrtns 22. championships 1 . 

Heba-HaraM Frentzen, Germany, 31 
GPs 81 , wins U championships 0. 

Recovered from a desperate- first half of last season to register 
their maiden grand pnx win and finish a best-ever fourth In the 
constructors championship. Hill was rejuvenated in the process 
and Is on the trail of more wins as the team aim for third 
place. 




h-.i tfr-i p 


BENETTON 



eVs*. V* 

it ?r-T r ? 


Giancario FWcWte, Italy, 26 
GPs 41, wins 0, championships 0. 
Alexander Warz, Aostrfd, 25 
GPs 19. wins 0, championships 0. 


Never really recovered from the loss of their only cham 
Michael Schumacher, at the end of 1995 and ups 


Jordan last season, they look for new direction from Rocco 
Benetton. Car said to be much improved, so their drivers will 
be required to fulfil some of their promise. 


SAUBER 


Jean AJesi, France, 34 

GPs 151. wins 1 . championships 0. 

Pedro Dhtlz, Brazil, 28 


GPs 66. wins 0. championships 0. 

Still looking for promotion From the “second division’ and no 
obvious prospects of doing so. 


ARROWS . .7 : 

Toranosuke Takagr, Japan, 25 
GPs 1 6, wins 0. championships 0. 
Pedro de la Rosa, Spain, 28 
GPs 0, wins 0. championships 0. 


Changes on and off the track and still uncertainties persist. 
Not the most auspicious preparation. 


STEWART 


Habeas Barrichelto, Brazil, 26 
GPs 97, wins 0, championships 0. 
Jobnnp_Herbart, Britain, 34 



Better prepared fbr this season than last and seeking to Justify 
Ford's continued faith. 


PROST i - . 

Ofhder Fanis, France, 32 
GPs 75, wins 1 . championships 0. 

Jama Train, Italy, 24 

GPs 29, wins 0. championships 0. 

.*?£ better after scoring one point last season - Peugeot 
and all France demand it. 


MINARDI 

Marc Jean, Spain, 24 
GPs 0. wins 0. championships 0. 
Laca Badoer, Italy, 28 


GPs 35. wins 0. championships 0. 

Traditional wooden spooaists still pursuing the dream. Reality 
could be hard going again. 


BfOTISH AMERICAN RACING 

Jacques VtUenemre, Canada, 27 

GPs 49. wins 1 1 . championships 1 . 

Ricardo Zonta , Brazil, 22 

GPs 0, wins 0, championships 0. 

Big money, big ambition, big names, big noise. The bigger they 
come ... k 


GRAND PRIX DATES 


illteitb _ 

11 April 
2 May 
16 May 

-30 May. ’ 

13 June 
; 27 Jumr- v 
.11 inly 
25 July 
i August 
15 August 

29 August 

12 September 
26 September 

"iVoebber 

31 October 


Australia . 
Brazil 

San Marino ; 

Monaco 

Spain;; 

Canaria 

■ France 
B ritain __ 
Austria-.^ 

Germany 
Hungary; 7 
Belgium 
Italy .;/' ■’ 
Europe 
-Malaysia ■ ■ : 
Japan 


; . - - r (Meibbumel ; 

(jnterlagos) 

. '.r.J , .PnrtJfai 
(Monte Carlo), 
; /(Bararfona).. 
(Montreal).. 

(Slverstone^" 

psmJ’ 

(Hockenhtiim) 

• :• ^Budapest); 

(Spa-Francorchamps) - 

-(Monzaj- 

(Nurburgring) / 

v fSejwagfv 
(Suzuka) 
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League ahead of union in most departments 


iTDOESN-r take customary atten- 



« 


’ OR \ ^99 



to remind us that a wider interest 
in rugby union is provided onlv bv 
international fixtures. 

Attendance at club matches 
smce the game's blind leap into pro- 
fessionalism makes a nonsense of 
the belief that there was a bigger au- 
dience out there. “Never was, never 
wm be," Cliff Morgan said recently. 

Bearing this in mind, some ques- 
tions could be put the other night 
to Maurice T inHcotr thn zTL 



Ken Jones 


oirector m super League (Europe! 
who is convinced that the 13-aside 
code in this country will be taking 
a big step forward when a new sea- 
son gets under way with tomorrow’s 


televised match between Wigan 
and Leeds. 

If Lindsay's op timism Ls not 
shared by everyone in rugby league 
it bubbles merrily along “T his sea- 
son is set to be the best ever;’' he 


said at a gathering of scribes, coach- 
es and players in Cheshire. “We're 
looking at record season ticket 

sales and we expect to break the one 
million attendance barrier." 

I have deliberatelyreframed from 
specifically setting out the future 
Lindsay imagines for Super League 
but rather let off a volley of his gun- 
fire in the hope that through the 
clearing smote you could picture it 
for yourselves: a thriving game ex- 
panded beyond its heartland and 
gaining more national recognition. 

Of course, nobody in their right 
mind supposes that even a boom- 
ing Super League could think about 
going up against football “It would 
be daft to even think about it,” the 
Salford coach and former Wigan 


hero said. “At Salford we live in the 
shadow of Manchester United and 
Manchester City. OldTraffordis sold 
out for every home match and even 
now City are in the Second Division 
they get crowds upwards of 25. 000." 

With nothing to fear in the north 
from rugby union (“In any case, al- 
most everywhere you look they ap- 
pear to be makinga mess of things,” 
somebody said in the early hours of 
yesterday). Super League must be 
wary of the challenge for an audi- 
ence coming from basketball and ice 
hockey. 

From a number of conversa- 
tions you could sense that not 
everyone connected with Super 
League is convinced that they are 
being led down the right road. “It’s 


always been the dream of rugby 
league to be recognised nationally 
for more than just the Challenge 
Cup final at Wembley but Fm not 
sure that we shouldn’t be concen- 
trating more on our traditional sup- 
port," I was told. 

A dewerman, Lindsay did not dis- 
miss the thought lightly. “I see it as 
a sound enough argument," he 
said, “but I'm convinced that Super 
League can grow. Time will tell but 
the signs are more than just 
encouraging” 

With the sponsorship of JJB, 
and Sky as its broadcasting partner; 
Super League has been able to 
provide the 14 chibs, including the 
newjy launched Gateshead Thunder; 
with about £900,000 for develop- 


ment Hardly Premier League 
financing but enough, many think, 
to ensure a more evenly balanced 
competition. 

Nowhere is regional pride so 
jealously upheld as around the M62 
corridor, so objections to the 
changes brought by Super League, 
including the wholesale adoption of 
absurd team titles, were inevitable. 
Some self-appointed defenders of 
the faith were so appalled by the 
marketing emphasis that anyone 
who held positive thoughts about 
Super League was branded a trai- 
tor to tradition. One thing for sure, 
however, is that rugby league, with 
its long history of professionalism, 
can teach rugby union clubs plen- 
ty about budgeting. 


By remarking on things in the 
company of people who know what 
they are talking about you can 
often get close to the truth and a 
good idea of the lines on which they 

are thinking 

This quite tricky manoeuvre paid 
off again on Tuesday bringing the 
impression that a number in rugby 
league are far from sure that the fu- 
ture will shape up to everyone’s sat- 
isfaction. 

However, the ongoing develop- 
ment of Super League should mate 
a fundamental difference between 
union and league fairly obvious. 
Super League is about clubs. In- 
ternational matches apart what is 
union left with? By the sound of 
things, trouble. 


Jackson 


SIX TO MAKE IT BIG IN JAPAN 


heads 


pursuit 


of gold 


British athletes aim to keep up good 
# work in World Indoor Championships 
in Maebashi. By Mike Rowbottom 
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LAST YEAR'S medal-rich 
performances by British 
athletes provided the domestic 
sport with all the right kinds of 
publicity after the trauma of the 
British Athletic federation’s 
financial collapse. 

This year and next, when the 
major championship s are all 
global, gold will take more dili- 
gent prospecting - a fact which 
Max Jones, performance di- 
rector of UK Athletics, knows 
only too well. 

His comments on the eve of 
the International Amateur Ath- 
letic Federation World Indoor 
Championships, which start in 
$ Maebashi, Japan, tomorrow 
are cautious. 

“The 1998 season was, for 
Great Britain, a year of su- 
perlatives, and it will be a dif- 
ficult act to follow" he said. 
“The team selected is a good 
balance between the experi- 
enced, established athlete and 
the inexperienced, emerging 
athlete. The Wbrld Indoor 
Championships cannot be used 
as a benchmark for the sport, 
but rather as a stepping-stone 
for individual athletes.” 

Even on that basis, howev- 
er. there are a number of 
British athletes ready to step 
forward with confidence at an 
event which has attracted a 
record entry of 717 competitors, 
representing 123 countries 
from five continents. 

The strongest hopes of gold 
medals for Britain reride in 
Colin Jackson, Ashia Hansen 
and Jamie Baulch in the 60m 
hurdles, triple jump and 400m 
respectively. 

Other than the Olympic title, 
the World Indoor Champi- 
onship is the only other major 
event Jackson has not won in 
a 14 -year international career 

Six years ago in Toronto, 
Jackson was deprived of victo- 
ry after his friend and tra in i n g 
partner Marie McKoy took ad- 
vantage of a flying start, which 
even he admitted had been 
blatant to add a world indoor 
title to the Olympic gold he had 
won the previous year. 

T\vo years ago in Paris. Jack- 
son was beaten on the dip by a 
2i-year-old Cuban hurdler, 


Anier Garcia, who will seek to 
defend his title this week. This 
time around, the 32-year-old 
Welshman is hoping that for- 
tune will be kinder to hhn. 

Hansen, who set the world 
indoor record of I5.l6m at last 
year's European Indoor Cham- 
pionships, has returned to 
something approaching that 
form this year after a season 
which was undermined by in- 
jury, • 

Baulch,- unbeaten in' four 
400m raees bh the indoor cir- 
cuit, has gained in experience 
since he was beaten into second 
place at the last World Indoor 
Championships. His season’s 
best of 45.60sec offers hope of 
victory in Japan, where Ms ri- 
vals include reigning champion 
Sunday Bada of Nigeria, who 
defeated Baulch two years ago, 
the rising Spanish talent David 
Canal, who ran 46.00sec virtu- 
ally by himself at the recent 
np t i omd championships, and 
Tbmas Czubak of Poland. 

There are also golden possi- 
bilities in the 400m relay event, 
where Baulch will be joined by 
a team that includes the high- 
ly talented but unpredictable 
Solomon Wariso and the former 
double European indoor cham- 
pion, Du’Aine Ladejo, now con- 
centrating mainly on the 
decathlon. Ladejo’s experience 
could also see him make an im- 
pact in the individual event 

At the 1997 World Indoor 

Championships in Paris, Britain 
came away with three silver 
medals; two years earlier in 
Barcelona the pickings were 
even thinn er - a silver and a 
bronze. But a talented team 
which, as Jones points out com- 
bines youth and experience, of- 
fers a dear prospect of a better 
return from this event than has 
been gained in recent years. 

Fbr three 21-year-old ath- 
letes - Ross Baihie, the 60m hur- 
dler who trains with Jackson, 
Eddie King, a convincing win- 
ner of the AAA indoor 1500m 
title, and S ham Anderson, who 
took the 200m title at the same 
event - Maebashi offers the 
c^portimityforabreakthrou^i. 

At the other end of the age 
scale John Regis - written off 
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ASHIA HANSEN 

Back to the kind of form which brought her the 
world Indoor triple jump record of 15.16 metres 
last 1 year after a summer season marred by injury. 
Her 1999 best of 14.81 puts her within range of 
that record, but opponents such as Sarka Kasparkoua 
of the Czech Republic will punish her for any in- 
consistency. 


COLIN JACKSON 

Other than the Olympics, this is the only title in a 
1 4-year international career he has yet to win. With 
confidence restored by two good years of com- 
petition which saw him win world sliver and 
European gold, the 32-year-old Welshman is ready 
to run close to his own 60m hurdles world record 
of 7.30sec. 


WILSON KIPKETER 

The naturalised Dane, who broke the 800m world 
record twice at the last World Indoor Championships 
and went on to lower Seb Coe's outdoor mark, 
caught malaria last year while in his native Kenya. 
Despite that, he ran 1 min 43.1 8sec for the distance 
on his return, although he later finished last in the 
Commonwealth Games final. How fit is he now? 
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HAILE GEBRSELASSIE 

The Ethiopian, who set his 15th world record in 
the 5.000m at Birmingham’s national indoor are- 
na last month, has his sights on number 1 6 in Mae- 
bashi - the 3,000m mark of 7min 24.90sec set by 
his Kenyan rival Daniel Komen in Budapest last Feb- 
ruary. Gebrselassie has already run the distance in 
7.26.80 this season in his indoor debut at Kartsmhe. 


EMMA GEORGE 


The blonde Australian raised her world pole vault 
record to 4.60m in Sydney last month, but she is 
competing in a relatively new event which is gen- 
erating widespread competition. At the last World 
Indoor Championships, she was beaten by Stacy 
Dragila of the United States. This time there Is an- 
other outstanding US challenger In Melissa Mueller. 


FRANKIE FREDERICKS 

The 32-year-old Namibian, who has won nine ma- 
jor outdoor sprinting medals including four Olympic 
silvers, has only entered the World Indoor Cham- 
pionships once before, taking silver in the 200m 
six years ago. He arrives with no indoor background, 
but recorded outdoor times of 9.94sec (100m) and 
1 9.92sec (200) in Australia last month. 


by many after two years of in- 
different form - is intent on 
showing that there is life in his 
legs yet The 32 -year-old, who 
earned a Commonwealth 
bronze at the end of last season, 
won last month’s Bupa grand 
prix 200m at Birmingham in 
20.50, a time which puts him in 
the medal frame. 

Regis will face another 32- 
year-old in Frankie Fredericks, 
the man who ran him into sec- 
ond place over 200m at the 
1993 outdoor World Champi- 
onships. 

The shorter sprint features 


Maurice Greene, who looted 
ready to improve upon the 
world record of 6.39sec he set 
in Madrid last year when he ran 
6.40 in the semi-finals of last 
weekend’s US indoor champi- 
onships. But the man from 
Kansas City slightly injured 
his hamstring in the process 
and could only manage second 
place in the final, clocking 
6.49sec to Tim Harden's 6.44. 

Jason Gardener; with a best 
of 652sec this season, will be 
hoping to get among the 
medals for Britain. 

While many athletes still re- 


gard indoor competition as little 
more than winter training, the 
potential rewards offered by 
this championship have at- 
tracted many well-known names 
apart from Greene and Freder- 
icks to Japan this weekend. 

Haile Gebrselassie, Gail Do- 
vers and Wilson Kipketer are 
among the Olympic or world 
champions scheduled to ap- 
pear at an event where winners 
stand to earn $50,000 (£31,000), 
with a further $50,000 on offer 
for a world record. Silver is 
worth $20,000, and bronze 
$ 10 , 000 . 


Janine Whitlock, who set her 
29th British pole vault record - 
4^9m - in the Bupa grand prix 
last month, needs to find 10 
more centimetres to be in with 
a realistic medal chance. 

Disappointingly; John May- 
ock, who elbowed aside the 
rhaiiongp of three Spaniards on 
their home territory to win last 
year’s European indoor 3,000m 
title, has had to withdraw from 
the championships because of 
injury 

Steve Smith, bade to top 
competition for the first time 
since seriously injuring his 


neck in a freak training accident 
last July, has done remarkably 
well to return to this level of 
competition so swiftly. 

Britain’s team captain, who 
feared in the aftermath of his 
accident that he might never 
walk again, will face a familiar 
opponent in Cuba’s Javier So- 
tomayoi; the world record hold- 
er; who is seeking his third 
world indoor title. 

Sotomayor's team-mate 
Ivan Pedro so has an even bet- 
ter record in this event - he will 
be seeking his fourth gold 
medaL 


Facilities upset winter athletes 


BRITISH HOPES in the 2002 
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake 
City will be irreversibly dam- 
aged unless swift action is taken 

to nurture promising athletes, 
a British Olympic Association 
report concluded yesterday. 

The BOA’S Athletes’ Com- 
mission Report which was 
compiled after last year's Win- 
ter Olympics in Japan, found 
that 65 per cent of British wn- 
, ter athletes were dissatisfied 

with the quality of training and 

competition facilities m i the 
UK. The report canvassed the 
experiences of 314 athletes, in- 
ducting the 35 who competed in 

Nagano. 

Among the report's other 


OLYMPIC GAMES 


By NICK HARRIS 


conclusions were that more 
should be done to address the 
issue of unbalanced Lottery 
funding to athletes, and that the 
athletes themselves should do 
more to lobby the Government 
over subsistence funding. 
Outlining the reports find- 
ings, Gavin Stewart, the chair- 
man of the Athletes’ 
Commission, said of the Nagano 
nam es. lf Fbra non-Alpine coun- 

ixy such as Great Britain to win 
a (bronze] medal in bobsleigh, 
and have four top eight places 
in curling and ice-skating was 


remarkable, and important 
lessons need to be learned.” He 
added, however; that athletes' 
concerns needed to be ad- 
dressed before Britain can ad- 
vance beyond Bruited successes. 

Sean Olsson, a member of 
the medal-winning bobsleigh 
team spoke at yesterday’s re- 
port launch erf the intense pres- 
sure athletes like himself are 
under in their quest for funding. 
“Wte went to Nagano on the un- 
derstanding that funding would 
only continue if we came bad: 
with a medal," he said. “It was 
aB or nothing," he added, not- 
ing that his team's Lottery 
funding for last year's Olympics 
was only confirmed a few 


months before the Games. 
“We’re constantly playing 
catch-up," Olsson said of 
British preparations compared 
to other countries. “Once we get 
a level playing field, that's when 
we can start competing with 
these guys” 

Nicky Gooch, a medal-win- 
ning speed skater in Lilleham- 
merin 1994 and a member of 
last year’s squad, said that un- 
less funding was provided now 
for more athletes -including a 
crop of promising teenagers at 
present training with the 
British squad - future 
prospects are limited. “It takes 
more than two years to make 
an Olympic athlete,” he said. 


Kiwis bat to Test safety 

NEW ZEALAND salvaged a draw tantiy occupied the crease for 

from the first Tbstagainst South over two hours yesterday. 

Africa in Auckland yesterday in South Africa 621-5 dec South Africa play a three-day 

a match that will be remem- New Zealand 352 & 244-3 match against a NZ Academy 

bered for high and low batting Match drawn XI starting on Saturday and 

records. Daryil Cullman's 275 then the second Test in 

not out, a record South African lock had Matthew Bell caught Christchurch on ll March. 
Test innings, and New Zealand for six, hooking to Allan Donald sovm 
tail-ender Geoff AQotfs world on the fine-leg boundary. But G t ^T e i llw; 

record 101 minutes without Matt Horne (60), Roger Twose [MjHome93j 
scoring were both indicative of (65) and Nathan Astle (69 not NEW 

the lifeless Eden Park pitch. out) kept South Africa at bay. « yagw-jgj-j go 

When foe match petered out Home was foe only batsman ( Cnlllnan b Klusener 65 

New Zealand were 244 for 3 in out between lunch and tea, — - ” 

their second innings, still 25 be- when a ball from spinner Raul EMm(i3b.2ib.2iK "slibjT.T.~ZL'!!!j2 

hind South Africa’s first innings Adams hit him on foe body and w? ms, 

score.of 621 for 5 declared. trickled on to the stumps. z Harts. *d i 

Starting foe final day’s play Along with his 93 in foe first bww feifc 

at 4 for 0, New Zealand had an innings, Horne completed a m^Sso., 9 ,' 1 ; 
early concern when Shaun Pol- good match double and impor- umpiiw d b comic and o j nape, (Ausv 


Britain 

signs 

French 

director 


TENNIS 


BY JOHN ROBERTS 


THE VOGUE for French coach- 
es extended to tennis yesterday 
when Patrice Hagelauer was 
appointed by the Lawn Tennis 
Association to “lead foe effort 
to turn talented young British 
players into world class pro- 
fessionals" in the wake of Tim 
Henman and Greg Rusedski 

Hagelauer, 51, guided Yan- 
nick Noah to the French Open 
title in 1983, the first home suc- 
cess since Marcel Bernard in 
1946, and was a major influence 
on France’s subsequent Davis 
Cup triumphs as head coach of 
foe French T ennis Federation. 

As the LTA’s first perfor- 
mance director; Hagelauer will 
work from an annual budget of 
£4J>m to raise the standard of 
players, male and female, in- 
cluding juniors, and will have 
the power to hire and fire. He 
will head the national training 
team, which already indudes 
Jeremy Bates, manager of 
men’s tonnfa, Keith Vtooldridge, 
manager of women's tennis, 
and Mark Cox, director erf the 
LEA/Rover junior initiative. 

John Crowther; the LTA's 
chief executive, described 
Hagelauer’s role as “free from 
bureaucracy, a track-suited job 
with foe players and coaches”. 

That suggests the French- 
man will be more than just an- 
other layer in the LTA's 
administration, although he 


will report on a daily basis to 
Richard Lewis, the LTA’s di- 
rector of tennis, who is part of 
a backing group, an “open 
forum” comprising members of 
the LTA's international and 
professional board, including 
Mike Harm, its chairma n; Billy 
Knight, the former player, 
coach and Davis Cup captain; 
Crowther; David Lloyd, foe 
Davis Cup captain; and Nick 
Brown, the Fed Cup captain. 

Hagelauer was asked if he 
was puzzled by Britain’s lack of 
success in spite of the prestige 
of Wimbledon and foe millions 
foe tournament raised for foe 
LTA to develop the game. 

“The actual situation is a 
good situation,” he said, cast- 
ing a glance from the All Eng- 
land Club's summer tea-room, 
where he was presented to the 
media. ‘'You have two guys in 
the top 10 and you have a good 
chance to win foe Davis Cup. 
Fifteen years ago in France we 
had Yannick Noah and Henri 
Leconte and very few players 
in the top 200. It starts with 
champions. You really have 
two great champions, and this 
wffl help the IffA to raise the ju- 
niors. You have some good kids 
coming That was not foe case 
a fewyearsago.lt is a good time 
for me to come here.” 

Sir Geoffrey Cass, the LTA 
president, said: “I hope that he’s 
going to bring some panache 
and Gallic flair to our players." 

The problem in British ten- 
nis is that not enough people 
play the game. There are, for 
example, only 18,000 regular 
players who have a national rat- 
ing, against 250,000 in France, 



Hagelauer: £4 -5m budget 
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24/RACING 


Swinburn is still 
fighting the scales 


the independent 

Thursday 4 March 1999 


THE UPSETTING story of Wal- 
ter Swinburn continued yes- 
terday when it was announced 
that one of Flat racing's pre- 
mier jockeys would miss the 
start cif the turf season later this 
month. This will be of little in- 
formation to the doubters. 
Many already consider that 
Swinburn is one of the sport’s 
extinguished 'talents, a man 
who could not cope with the ac- 
coutrements of the big time. 
But Wally soldiers on. 

Swinburn, at 37, has been a 
victim of the excesses that rac- 
ing, and all sports, provides to 
those who reach the top level 
He has been a fiooL especially 
with alcohol and he continues 
the tight to prove he can beat 
that beast and all the acolytes 
that have happily ranged be- 
hind it 

“Walter is still working to- 
wards a resumption of his rid- 
ing career and is engaged in a 
long-term programme with ex- 
perts and counsellors aimed at 
resohing the major problem of 
his weight," was the statement 
made on his behalf yesterday “It 


By Richard Edmondson 

is taking longer than expected 
and has not been easy. Howev- 
er, he is still very positive about 
returning to race riding and is 
dedicated to achieving that goal 
although it will not be in time for 
the start of the Flat season. 

“No target date has been 
fixed - and will not be fixed - 
until he and his advisors are 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Greycoat Boy 
(ifeunton 3.40) 

NB: Ardstown 
(Taunton 4.10) 

satisfied that he has achieved 
a riding weight that he can sus- 
tain for not only the rest of the 
1999 season but for a career 
that, hopefully, has many more 
seasons to run." 

There are many who will 
wish Swinburn welL He is not 
in essence a bad man. an ar- 
ticulate figure both in and out 
of the saddle. The jockey has 
possibly had too much as the 


Kates Charm 
off to Festival 


KATES CHARM thrived in the 
testing ground at Chepstow 
yesterday to win the Grade 
Two Prestige Novices' Hurdle 
and book her ticket to the Chel- 
tenham Festival. The mare led 
four out and stayed on strong- 
ly to beat the favourite Kings - 
mark by five lengths. Kates 
Charm is entered for the Coral 
Cup Handicap Hurdle, in which 
she was allotted 9st 71b but a Tib 
penalty for this win virtually as- 
sures her a place in the line-up. 
She was cut to 12-1 from 16-1 by 
Ladbrokes. 

Robert Alnec her trainer, 
said: “She will go for the Coral 
Cup as she's won nicely there. 
She's improving all the time and 
soft ground is no problem for 
hec but I’ll have mixed feelings 
if it’s soft at Cheltenham as that 
could rule out my other run- 
ners. Cool Dawn, who won last 
year's Gold Cup. and Aller 
Moor, as they both want it fast" 

Sparkling Cone was cut from 
20-1 to 12-1 by William Hill for 
the National Hunt Handicap 
Chase at the Festival after 
shouldering top weight to a 
lenglh-and-a-half victory over 
Major's Legacy in the Hunts- 
man's Handicap Chase. 

But Venetia Williams, his 
traineu is not sure the grey will 
be suited to Cheltenham, de- 
spite having only lOst 31b in the 
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son of a leading riders Walfy Sm; 
and as a figure who won the 
Derby aged just 19 on the great 
horse Sbergar 

This standing and position he 
may have abused, but there has 
been nothing dilettante about 
the way he has struggled to get 
back in the saddle. Money can 
surely have not been an impe- 
tus. He is now proving what sort 

of a man he is. 

There have been no half mea- 
sures with WR Swinburn. The 
reputation, that his mother 
would forward anyway, is of a 
character slick both in conver- 
sation and the saddle, one who 
never let the greatest tf days dis- 
turb his psyche. Swinbum's 
problems have been, in feet, 
notiiing to do with the track. He 
has always struggled to keep a 
Flat body's weight inside a 
spr eading frame and his cele- 
brations have never been good 
for him physically and socially. 

Swinburn has lived an unreal 
life and it may now be ganging 
up on him. He has berated 
some, this writer included, for 

suggesting his career is in dan- 


ger; and he may yet force a 
typewriter down our ample 
threats. 

Martin Pipe, too, has not 
had the most charming of press 
praise in his time, but that is not 
an aspect of the sport which dis- 
turbs him too greatly. He lives 
by results, not reporters. 

While the Fourth Estate is 
deeply interested in him, the 
handicapper is not far behind 
and when Pipe goes in to bat at 
the Cheltenham festival it is 
possible that he will be re- 
sponsible for the topweight in 
five of the seven handicaps. 

%t T^am Wellington has at- 
tracted rather generous odds, 
with Coral at Least, to go home 
and put their feces in a vat of 
dotted cream this yean It is only 
5-2 that Pipe wfll not land a sin- 
gle victory this yean which is 
Tom Thumb short considering 
he has recorded four successes 
in each of the last two Festivals. 

There are some good ones in 
there, the likes of Blowing 
Wind, Deano’s Beeno, Mqjadou 
and Unsinkahle Boxer; and it 
could be folly to bet against at 


Ludlow 


contest. She said: H I doubt he 
will go to the Festival He just 
has his on-days and his off-days 
like he did when pulled up at 
Newbury last time. However, if 
it buckets down with rain and 
it's very soft at the Festival, I 
might change my mind." 

The jockey Adrian Maguire 
will desert the trainer David 
Nicholson again on Saturday. 
He is due to ride Major Bell in 
the Grlmthorpe Handicap 
Chase at Doncaster, even 
though his former employer 
has Baronet engaged in the 
£20,000-added contest 

Maguire angered Nicholson 
by going to Musselburgh last 
Saturday rather than riding 
Fbrest Ivory at Haydock. Now 
he has chosen to stick with 
Major Bell on whom he won the 
Great Yorkshire Chase at Don- 
caster in January. 

“Adrian Maguire will ride 
him - I hare spoken to his 
agent and he said be will" said 
Major Bell’s trainer, Alistair 
Whillans. Nicholson said: “It’s 
down to Adrian -it's nothing to 
do with me.” 

■ Yesterday’s meeting at 
Wetherby was washed out-but 
prospects fora full programme 
of racing for the rest of the weeds 
are bright Officials are confi- 
dent racing will go ahead at 
Taunton and Ludlow today. 


4.89: (2m TJOvds honCCSp hunflal 

1. EXECUTIVE DECISION J Tlzzart 10-1 

2. Tlw French Fuiza _Mr N FahBy 100-1 

X Picks 1 Pteco R Johnson 10-11 lav 

Also ran: XU-30 Keros Fjta) (4th) 15-2 Dic- 
tum (6th). 8-i Lord RenheW (5th). 

B ran. 4.3.S2M (Winner eftesnn grSd- 
im by Classic Muck, out of BengaO. 
trined bv P N>etioBs a Shepton fJoEei lor 
E Go mar & M KryuioitiK Racing i Iota: 
E7J0. £2 70 £740 OF C469C CSF 
E2C36 

Placepot: £24650 On ad pot £25 CO 
Placa 8: C2JS3C Place S: £21570 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

Gong SijnOvti 

2 10:1. PRAIRIE WOLF (MFentcri 6 1.2. 
Rouga IM tw. X Guvtty 7-1. 12 ran. 2' . 
7 |M Be 8. NownurVoti Tala: Cr2 70. £iiC 
Clta £260 OF £2350 CSF' C16S1 NR 
Qsftj 

2.40: 1. RON'S PET iP FfCCimcrsi 7-1; 2. 
Dryad U-t. 3. Efite Hop# 6-* lav a ran. 
7. Z . (R Hannon East Everie-^hl TOM: 

woo: con: szn eiio dp ctzcc csf 

£7172 

3.10: 1. FLYING OFFICER iT SpraKOi 
Edens lav. 2. W e a tn t a n'i Weigh n-2 3. 
KoHon Symphony 20 1 6 ran. 5 2 r3ir 
Mark PraMClL Newmariwtj Tote: £170: 
Clio. £370 OF C330 CSF £739 
3.40: 1. WEET-A -MINUTE |A CuJwsi 53-2 . 
2. ThekryaoH 13-8 lav. 3. SuaHach M-: 7 
ran. Sh-W.4 (R HodnsheaCL Upiwr Lorx#- 
aoni Tote: CIGiO. £300. £130 OF' £1160 
CSF. £1696 

4.10- 1. SOUNDS UiCKV (C Overt 13 3 
2. Legal Venture 5-1. 3. Weetraln 6-i 12 
ran. UO-OO lav DoHy Day Dream (5th). S 
1'-. |N L4imodOR Wotvorfurnplori Tbttr: 
£730, £1 7D. £250 C210 OF: D130 CSF. 
£j395 Treost £20164. NR: Another Lever. 
4.45: 1. ABTAAL |P McCabei 7-1. 2. C- 
Hany 7-J. 3. Amington Girl 25-1 8 ran. 
Evens lav Truan Hero (4th) l*. v. (Mrs 
N Uacouley Melton Mawtvavl Tote: £U40: 
C30O £130 £7JQ OF- £1470. CSF £2050 
5.15: 1. LAW DANCER tbu Hxteit) 3-1. 
2. Jolb 7-2; 3. Nov Karl 0-1 9 ran, >4 Ov 

Colonel Cuav <5tni. 5, 3'- (T ma. 
Epsomi Tala: W40. £320 Cl 30 £260 DF- 
ElAHa CSF. £1725 Trtcaa CS372. Tnlec- 
(a C23S30 

Jackpot: Nat won. £5177763 cameo ter- 
ward to Ludlow today. 

Placepot: £3170 Quad pot: CifiSl 
Placa & £6036. Plate 5: £3633. 

■ The meeting at Wetherby was 
abandoned (course waterlogged). 


LUDLOW 4.00 


HYPERION 

2.00 Brilliant Star 4.00 Wilmotfs Fancy 

2.30 Native Charm 4.30 Mr Gollghtly 

3.00 Baraguey 5.00 Lyphstar 

3.30 Symbol Of Success 

GOING: Chase course - Good to Soft (Soft on bands); Hurtle cowse - Soft 

■ Right-hand course. Chase course has sharper bands than lutfle course. 

■ Coerce is NW of town Ott A4S LucSow station [Heratord-S»TOwstXirylne)2mADMlS- 
SKDN: Oub £14; ‘Cutersols DO (OAPs raosnia £2 refreshment voucher): Couse £& Accom- 
panied under-iSS free. CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 28-100 (26%). D Nicholson 234M (359%). K BaUey 
19-32 (232°«x T Forstor 15-85 (I7 S%)l N Henderson 0-30 (433%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 23-86 (287%). R Johnson 23- IM (202%), A Maguire 
75-79 (203%). R Dunwoody U-54 (259%). N Williamson 14-71 (197%) 

■ FAVOURITES: TO wins Iran 488 races (success rata 39,1%) 

BUNKERED FIRS T TIME: None 

| o fin I CORVEDALE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 
|*.UU] 2 m Penalty Value £2.626 

1 BM BIBLUANT STAR (NZ) (26) (CO) (T G K ConmjcSan) S ftodohaw 7 11 B — AOsttin 

2 MP0P6 BON LUCK (126) (M Ec*ig»e) BPieece? 11 2 Mr H ^hpran (7) 

3 CHARLE BKTWE (F480) (I R Brawn) I Bonn 9 11 2 — HrASrtMi 

4 OP DOUBLE RUSH (M) (The BamsbriMwshplTKeddy 711 2. — _.8 PomB 

5 00 GENERAL KH1D£Y (G94) (DJ Cara) D Cara 7 h 2 Dlashy 

6 3 MOSCOW MST (14) (Menfyr Man tvOKTS) B PaSng B H 2 WUmtoo 

7 Zr-SFR RACHB-S BOY (12) (J L Broun) J L Boon 6 71 2 JlStedhoknep) 

8 340565 WET AND SEE (F12) [Ed Waetmari Haulago & Songe) T TIM 5 11 2 GsiylyOM 

9 «=P3R WELSH HARVEST (26) (Bertehrs CaiponBrAd) D WSams 7 11 2 DGrUtMn 

0 FP-255 (EAD««GNOTE(IKA)(83)(nMLeadBS)MsaHKngW51)l1 daMW 

n 42i AMOROSO («q (The Barra* 8oy$ N Handareon « ID 9 MAFkzgsrald 

C DANZIG FUrS(l^ (Ms RaneeflMrngutKMisralBBatfi 4108 EHoafaand 

13 2550 SADDLES? ROE (17) ^ort Fbrm Raong] D Mdnbon 4 D a RJohnson 

14 44 TU(R2){QaganRacng)PB(Mn4103 JRKmnnagh 

-14 doctored - 

BETTING: 13-8 Amoroso, 7-2 BiUtnl Stu; 5-1 Moacon IH, B-l Laadtog Noto^tj-1 Saddsra' 

Roe, 204 IMS! Aad See. TiA 25-1 aiham 

S96 Pcfydamus 6 h 8 N V/jfamsoi 4-5 tw (K Baieyj 17 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

BriBonl Star. Wbn 16-nmer marien hurde over C&O (good 10 soft) in January by 2 
lengths, gong on a the last Never dangsraus in vary teesng condtraru nsdsme 
Bon Lutdc Has a leng&iy record of lade tfadwvemant war hunles 
Charile BlgMina: Modest Flat per farmer in B97. Has had one mi owr IxjtcIbs, laAed 
afl a Wbrwdr vrtien transd by Ian Compbel in March of that year 496-day lay-off 
Double Rush: Modest n7fwraierfarT«ry Wla ttO-1 to hM novice fwdes a Taunton 
(soft and good), wel beaten tost occasion and pulled upon second 
General KMmry: Retunwig from a long break after two runs n bumper* whan 14ft 
of 17 at Wtecamon and aghth at 12 at Chepstmi both on a sound surface 
Moscow Wat Fav maiden an Ftra. raced at arooid m 25-1 beaten 2£P/. lengths when 
thntofti to 20-lengih winner Autatornmadenhodte a Taunton {2m1t good) Should 
improve (he jumping need to) for Bias debut, but unproven on a soft svrtace 
RachoTt Boy: H3S been placed n pont^ but racert record (puled up and refussd 
on Last two st arts) loaves saraeswig to be desired 

Waal And See: SM a maiden rfter Q rans over futfesi Bataw best this season, and 
nas only 6fo swing lor 137-tangth beatoig by Brikant Star Im last tone 
Welsh Harvest Poor pant form, and none (at odds ranging from 50-i to 5)0-1) when 
taeng very soft tasks n five novice chases this season 
Loading Note: A doubtful runner today: accordng to ihe staUa. 

Amoroso: Sster to ShaTucatLooks to how some ot her broiherS quota (has earned 
head awkwardly last two starts) but foBovrad second to Now BW at Kenpton with 
length vnn from Goodwood Cavatar « Futoe si one, bow on soft ground 
Daredg Ryan Fa» 7tfomi at two years but showed title from mio 9n4f last toim 
SaddMra' Roa: bj^itly -raced maden ai Flat sometones headstrong and tosappomjing 
r 1998 Beaten neck on hutSng debut at Worcester and very sofftask thsd outoig, 
but has been very rasappontng inducing at 4-S) on hb otner tvn starts 
TUL Modest fn4f wtmer on RaL Fourth over hurtles on sound Sudan at Exeter and 
Plumptca 7-lengths fourth d 9te Tiflco A Turn at tatter eourea Has to improve 
VERDICT: Saddler's Roe would have a sand chance on Ns best form but there are 
major doubts about stfwher he wfi reproduce it and sewal of todayb rivals are capa- 
ble c f grvmg ram a fnght anyway Amorooo (also the subject of som e temperamental 
daufcfsi 15 oeany cneol diem but p e ta e noe afar MOSCOW MIST who showed pton- 
h,- d perese an ha aebut two weeks ago The others to ctroder seriously are C&O 
Vi me: BrtSant Star and Leading Naas, whose stable has been n good form 

o on TATTERSALLS (IRELAND) NOVICE CHASE (QuaHfier) 
fzil (CLASS D) £5^00 added mares 2m 4f Penalty V&lueE3^38 

1 ZfrZ NATIVE OWRM (34) |R3 M(3 Partner^ C Uortock 7 11 9 J A McCarthy 

: M-5F1 FORTYIWO DEE (75) rtruroh tornabenai LniKdl A Carnal 3 h 2_ W Minton 

3 3P-0K GLEVUU (14) (Us JKFrswf) N TwoforvOames 7 0 0 CUOMtyn 

4 .J--F23 LA SI9GANTPC (20) (3 H BucUa) R BucUerC 10 D BPowel 

5 4-005 NRLFORD WAV (13) iTrnohy N Q kM T G eorge 6 00. .. . - .OMcPhaap) 

£ 3FROL' TKSEH PA*fS (26) iS Us 3 R Htpe) P R Wfetfcar 3 0 10 - .- SWyme 

-edsdsred- 

BETTING: 4-5 NNiM Charm, 3-1 Tig« Paws. 6-1 La Brigantine, a-i Gtovtan. 12-1 Fonytm Dee. 
50-1 IMord Way 

S« Lady t *gh &w.“ j i: O N iVAamcn 13-8 law (T Raster) B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Native Charm: Qearty the torn pek after easy w at Piumpton. 4-tength defeat of 
R.ver Wye jx Warwick and 12 -length tea to exatmg prospect Wynyard Knight at 
Blaster Aao ihe best cfmese over hurtles, whan stayed 2m5( and acted on soft 
Fortytwo Deo: improved for i&-leng*h **m n fou firaaher nonces nantfeap chase at 
Utfoxeter (2m5L heavyi last tma but that was off a handicap mark of just 70 
Ctoram Has shown Hashes el Obity ever htnSes. best attar! over 3m cn good to 
Em-. No better than severfii n three runs this term Makes her chaang detail today 
Li Brigantine: Modes? wmner over hurdtei Raced In newse rfases, but a IS’/ j lo ngfli 
loss ic Rivm Wye igave t9ts) or Bangor tiustraees her -sMf task with Nature Charm 
ABHord IVse oeatan vr a bumper and two novice hurefles, showng sgns of abtty 
bu: nothing ra give her an oonous chance on if*a her chasmg dtfout 
Tlgar Paws: Unseatod late cm on both starts in nonce chases, whan had m tlird place 
■against soma tamy useful nvas at Lacester (2m7l soft) on fkti occasion 
VERDICT: These mares nowes chases are seldom too campetstna and the event 
shetid go to NATIVE CHARM who demonstrated that she was effective under these 
conations ever hudtes and nas shown herself to be at feast as good tn her last tine 
starts over fences La Brigantine may prove the chef threat although Gfevum and 
Tiger Paws have rasec a a sntiar (end of abfty 


Pridewood Fuggle (Richard Johnson) jumps the last on his way to ™nmgthe P^chereSellmgHa 
Hurdle at Chepstow yesterday He was bought in for 5,300 guineas at the post-race auction Jidumtieroerwj 


least one of them transporting 
Pipe back into the winners’ 
enclosure. Ybu probably can't 
wager against WaDy Swinburn 
getting there at some time ei- 
ther. Both may yet surprise us. 


■ Mick Fitzgerald was heavi- 
ly backed to be leading jockey 
at the Cheltenham Festival 
yesterday. His price to take 
the London Clubs Charity Tro- 
phy was cut from 14-1 to 7-1 by 


CoraL Fitzgerald has been 

booked for Call Equmame in the 

Queen Mother Champion 
Chase and also rides Triumph 
Hurdle favourite Katarino at 
Cheltenham. Coral also re- 


ported money for LorcanWyer 
and Adrian Maguire. 

LONDON CLUBS TROPHY Corot 
•forty McCoy. R-4 Norman WBwroon, 7-fl 
Mek Fitzgerald. Refiard Dirawoody 
Charts Swan. M.1 Paul CartlOiTy. Jef 
rand, M-i Ridwd Johnson, 20-1 Mfer 
Maguire. 33-1 others 


O nnl CLEE HILL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 
° ,w l 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £2^42 

1 -1Z16P SALES. PS) (D) (WatatB* Ftadno) Ita L Wvtiam 7 12 0 MrRRntofef(5) 

2 BARAGUET (FH) (F218) (Andy J 3rafi) C Eganm 5 11 2 ... J Osborne 

3 FFU34/ BROTHBI NBtO (NZ) (69Q) park Arilu] A HAba 7 It 2 QjyLewbp) 

4 4P BRUSHDE(62)(UiCaEdB)MssVWfe3in3 6it 2 N WBfcmaon 

5 CALLED TO THE BAR (B Ifeatoncre) P Rtoi 6 It 2 M GrfKfa (5) 

6 DOOWP BEGANr SPHTtACLE (128) (Lady Byfi) S BraolahM 9 11 2 _SWym 

7 P-5600 FHED TOGGLES (30) (B H H W Raraig Rartnemhp) C JoSoan 7 11 2 _0 AdtOwS (5J 

8 00405 UEADOWS BOY (B) (ftTtartl EOwadS) 3Pdng71t 2 WMartion 

9 5008 MONTES MAfflC (RZ) (B4) (J E Browij C Mm 6 It 2 JMogaa 

V MOON RNH (1^ (Ni* Suita) Ha K Mate 5 112 VStottuty 

It OOP SHAH (16) (Peter fetal) A Hobbs 6 ti 2 — TDBsnote 

12 4006 TOMMY TTCXLE(6B) (Cc*i M Flea) C M Price 7 n 2 J R Keranagh 

13 006F4S WEETCOAST (VQ (M TtoB) M TMe B 11 2 CLtowoDynB 

W CCP-40 BEIN53>AiCE(17)(LJAPflpps)MyPFbaJ810n 0McPlnB(5) 

B 50-5P BROWNSEAL(34) (HaPCartMtq HsM JCTK37 Sit ADafabta 

-15dectamf- 

BEmNtt 2-1 Bara£pu#y,MS»lBBL 5-1 Maodows Boy. IMBnmh&e, 9-1 Be In Space, 10-1 Wdst- 

a»sL25-l Moan Rhrar, 33-i otiwra 

096: Shrtoy VbtM* S O 4 S KMy p) ®-t (Ite V Wfems) 0 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Soiaal: Wan at 2mSV2m6f on very soft {found at Marltet Rassn and Fdksstons. very 
good second to Ktegsmaric at Fblrestone. Shaped Me a non-ctayer in a Wetherby 
handcap over 3mif 12 days before putting up poor effort n a competfltwe race ai 
Uttnatat The form pick, vrfth concfetnns right tar Nm hare if he b back to farm 
Baraguoy: Pnanch4md 5ya Fau- tones a wmer over rtodde ttetrauas an Flat in France 
for J Rouget New stable ta In good form. Vary much ora u note 
Brother Hera: ffenty to find on evidence fr om potato (triad to complete) and bunpere 
BnraMre; Promoing effort in a btarpar n November, but reportody brofce a Wood 
vessel when showing Wfe over hurtles (3rd fewutte ta 4-runer race) at Letcestor 
Collad TbTTia Ban 6yo ly Lejpl Bwana out of a lm2f wmer. Ftacecoirse debut 
Sogant Spect a cle: flya B^itty raced and with Htle form. No proroe last time 
Rad Fttggfes: No bettor than fifth ta 8 starts over hurdtas, shoving poor form 
Maadowe Boy Modett form ribmpets and two nprice tunfea. flfth of ■Biota Question 
hers (2n, good to aott). S'M rtss In trfo shcrid brtag about onprovwient 
Hants's Magic TflOO-giAnaa puchasa Modest form in two bumpers, which Iras not 
baai rep-oduoed In two starts et araind 2m7f on heavy gwnd rarer hurtfas 
Moon River Dtaappotatng on Hat for John Duilop after ta|ury Bourfit 8500 gwifeaa 
Shah: Aocorep&ihed nathng ta a bunpor and two nonce hurdles far David Nchoison 
Tommy TIcklK Fourth Of Vita East-graitod txrrper at Wtacantan in March 1S97. Did 
much less wM in two Other bumpers and was beaten long way on huTOHng debut 
We stcoast Lodg wel exposed as a pu m iu to ag mostly raong at around 2m. Bbteed 
and out of handfosp when wel beaten stepping up to 3m2f test time 
Ba in Space: Has had plenty of ratoenence and does not look good enau^i second 
over C&O (good lo fern) in May. BekwMomi efforts this term rarer shorter trips 
Brown Sort Fifth of » n a bumper here on debut In January ’098 but has done Ittle 
in tine runs (hw over hurln at aroitod 3m) staca 

VERDICT: The newcomer from Ranee; Baraguey, wxid not ham to be a star to 
win ttos; the marfeit should provide a bg due to tss abMy. Without him. SALEH, ta the 
obvious form safection, with Meadows Boy rated the dwigar h the expectation rt ski- 
ntficant rnprovement with today’s step up n tnp. 

o on I FORBRA GOLD CHALLENGE CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £8,000 added 3m Penalty Value £5^94 

1 -RRDE8 PSBTOLEY PLACE (20) fCI^ (A J Crasser) NTvostorvOawea 11 2C._CUe*>eflyn B 

2 vMPi SYMBOL OF SUCCSS (13) (D) (N 0 T Syndcata) D V»ams 8lin RJotnon 

3 31-3PF STANHOnE (72) (Uplands BtaadEkxA) S Shnwood 7 It 1 GBndsy 

4 10321 ROYAL BARGE (77) (D)ffLHai™^ PBwhi 9 tl 1 RDunraody 

-4 declared - 

BETTING: 8-4 Royal Baras, 74 Symbol Of Success, 4-1 Staranore. IM Pfmbertoy Place 
093 Prrtjettey Place O T1 1 C LleMlyn 25-1 (N TmGtan-Dawas) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

PMberioy Place: Has pboity of ebity but there are srarare quetaB *out recommendhg 
hm after retuaals on bah previous runs wer fences this term Hs last three outings 
(com p letions, but ail wel below hks best on form) have been over hurtles 
Symbol Of Success: May not have mprewad that rrwch to beat EJogy ana Hanahham 
7 iengths n mudeftng race el Sandown (3m. good to soft) last time On a 5b higher 
handicap here 

Staranore: Inconsistent 7ya arty 4fe higher than when warning at Stratford (2m5t) n 
May by 14 length! Poor effort penuttnuae start and was cantered when fafeig 3 out 
(In contention tor second) here on latest Acts on soft 

Royal Barge: Switched to chasing n ,*Jy and has wron ttiw rt sk starts snee. from 
3m to 3m3l on ^cund rangrrg from firm to soft. Should figure promnenny again 
VERDICT: P a r a goning the ungenuine Phnboriay Piece, the best treated at these 
weights is Stormont, but he o hardy a ratable sort htatseff and the most Bely win- 
ner b therefore either Symbol Of Success or ROYAL BARGE Preference a tor the 
letter, who won vi good style tram a decant Geld last time out he wodd also probably 
be bettor sutod by conditions it there was even mare rata. 

I a no I TOTE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £7,500 added 
L____J 2m 5f 110yds Penally Value £5,455 

1 -32H3 WH4IOTTS FANCY (7) (B^ (Ms JKPWhaa) Mss VWBans 7 V G. JfWWamson 

2 £02-2 RUSTY FEEL (10) (OJSKAes) WOW Turner 9 n h Power (7) 

3 2F21PP WOODSTOCK WANDStSt (63) (D] 03 Uora) P Bo«r. 7 a 7 WUmtoo 

4 3*600 ADVANCE EAST (17) (A J tWchngsl G PCftaara 7 D 7 OKcPhalfg 

5 1/2330 MH SNAGGLE (45) (C) iTt* rtrn Merchareai Staler Earle ® T) 2 J A McCarthy 

6 033£F4 FUMVFSHRSTpfl (DmGcUdJHJ Frees OO Johnson 

7 -20F06 GUNNER SB (110) (W Ephgai^ 0 Pr®ce 8 10 0 MrH Ephgran (7) 

8 DP-PS4 TW0UWD8 TO(PJKemedy)MTato7t]0-- CUawaDyn 

rnmum wagfc fOSL frue imScap wagtts. Ha Wreafira 9sr flJb. GtmnerSd 933fc Tin Lon* 

as/ 9b 

BETTMG: 18-11 WHmrtfa Fmcy, 114 Rutfy RmLS-I Advance East IM Woodstock Wanderer, 
EM Ftertve-S FkaL Ifr Sraggta, 25-1 Tteo Lords, 86-1 Gumar Sid 
1996 Itetem Mux 7 D 12 C Ltaeelyn 2-1 law (N ToEtavDara^ B ran 


FORM GUIDE 

wnmotfs Fancy: StoutiyJnod mare twice easy winner tamnor averts before harffA - 
fengtha third to Lord Noele n £10700 event when stepped tto to 2m« at Winconloi - 
last wadi, aB ai those races on a soft surface Leading contender agata twfey 
Rusty Reel: Off tsourn 14 months, good Wrogtfts second ct 7 to oddson Maser Pigri 
at FontweS (2m6l) tact week off this mark tor this oondttionaL Ac te on so ft 

w-n ce W rcana n Pm81 good to firm) In Oclcfcy by 3 tengHia 
lib fegher hate having been puBed up bath starts once. Acts on setft 
Advance Fre<?jantty placed but rarely a vwmer. an exception betiq Sgst merth s 
2>tengfh success « 7-njner selar at Plumphn (an4t, soft). Should stay thra tr*p 

Mr Snaggle: Ftasea ofl about tlb fegher over fences, placed al three starts ties term. 

Back to turtles (tar first time r over two years) when never- dangerous rtghtfi ot « 
at Doncaster (2m4f. good to soft) Iasi time out Below form so far on soft {pound 
FUMw’e Hrab Wton two selere ta AugtsL Mostly races at around 2m. first decent effort 
at arvM when fourth of tJ m Bangor (good to soft) last time Unproven on soft 
GremerSktTtfooutofthehanticap proper. Left with very stiff task even on his best 
form, and has produced that only very rarely n last two seascxis 
TWo Loreto: Banned for his ruvwig-on fifth ta seler at Bangor (3nl t good) n Nowrbec - 
Better at this trip and ran credKably vvtth stiff task on soft last time. Bra mnra pom 
are position f£4b out of handcap and tendency to break blood vessels 
VERDICT: A titfit hwitfeap. but ora ta which orty five of ttw eight nurare are n Ihs ' 
hovicap proper. Soft gromd may wel be agatast Mr Snaggle and Ftahrve's Ftotf, 
wrtta Woodstock Wanderer has been out of form.^ That leaves Wtimotfs Fancy. RUSTY 
REEL are! Advance East The first two at those are partsaJarly rteresting. as WimotlS 
Fancy is an the upgrade and the Ightiy-raced Rusty Reel a very vreR treated an his 
form tram early ta ©97-96 

\* ora l LUDLOW GOLD CUP HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £2,000 
added 3m Penalty Value £1 ,564 

1 FP338 CELTIC AfiBET (19) [D) (GJ Pom* lAsCHatdngeTl 127 Jlr D 5 Jons* ffl 

3 MF-3P TTC WHOLE HOG (148) (D) (GW BrecoeiGBracoe 0 127 . ...Ifr C Stockton (H) 

3 41DP- NOOFORU WONDHt (278) (C) (D) (D A WaJarn] R Bevii C G 4 . . — Ur R Bouts (7) 

4 3P3H3 CLOBHACKBf LAD (PIBMtJ) (L Ebcktonfl Ifcs L Blacktard Tl 12 0 .JlrSKktataaP) 

5 4-R304 DESERT CALM (2Q(RNfUer)DMcCDiiD 120 Hr D Udkeanan (7) 

6 -NIKI? EAU SO SLOE (2D) (F L Utithew^ F Msffwwsfl G 0 Mr A Batamn (7) 

7 2P6-P2 HIGHWAY FWE(P5)CT (Lady SBroctelLsCySBraote 11 tJ0_ Mas E Jamas (J)B 

B 2t3B3 MARCHUK! MARQUIS (14) (W)(RBmm)G BowiS CO UtrTGbBSyffl 

9 WW? MR GOUGHTXy (20) (D) (Ite B I Cobdsnl Ms J Heed 12 C 0 _ ... Mrs J Reed PJ 

D 343PP NATIVE RAMHLSt (171(0) (Mrs A ftlc^ Mrs A Pnce 9 12 0 Mr S Bfectasl (I) 

TI CP53P PANT LLW (7) (C) (D) (F L Uattaais) F Matw« t) 12 0 lUfDOMemplB 

-11 dectared- 

BETTING: 94 Celtic Abbcyi 3-1 Marching Uarqub, Mr GoBgMIy: 7-2 Nodform Wonder; 14-1 «9fr 
wayRve, 25-1 The Whola Hog, Ctobracken Lad, 33-1 others 
1996 Landenstmm 10 n 7 Mss C Thomas (7) 10-1 (R Mattfos) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Celtic Abbey: Smart perfomw In luitartandcap chaser but appears vastly bettir 
on a sound rather than soft swlaca Vifel beaten on soft going on reappearance 
The Whole Hog: Modest chasBr for Km Ba8ey sold 4000 guineas area poor latest 
effort Stiff task and probaUy best washed on first ran tor new stable 
Nodform Wonder Wtan by 22 lengths n hunter ctose here (2m4t good to softj Iasi 
Aprt. May be better over that eon ot dstance than ttss 3m. but has chance on form 
Ctobracken La± Fair form in this fyade n 1997. Trtrd In a point on recent return 
Desert Colne Does nc4 lock good enough, end rtsa the sub|ect of stsmtaa doubts 
Eau Go Sloe: Next d no chence on 1997 form and piried up on orty start staoe 
Highway Rvk Inconsistent hunter, effective under these cariboos but with some- 
thng lo find even on tvs best Second m a point star poor reappeonnee effort 
Marching Marquis; PTOmshg novice ftartri for Nod Oiance In -Bgaw. eirfith in the 
SutABance at Chettertaam Off with ryury ire y/, lengths third to Around The Horn 
n hotter chase at Sandown [2m4t good) test month. Wi be suited by 3m 
Mr Gofigtitiy: Wry ighay raced recently but sound chance on 1996 form end on ha 
4-fengths second ta Desnn D’Estravel at Bangor (2m4t good to soft) on rearm 
Native Rambler: Stiff ta* on tec best farm and has not been at hs beai recently 
Rent LDrc Now aged 13. and very hard to fancy 

VERDICT: The best horse In the field is ataios certainly Celtic Abbey, but the ground 
o again* him MARCHING MARQUIS and Mr GoHghtiy are easily Hie two most to* 
ly to tate advaitags. whh Ihe tanner preferred because he stl has potential, an nv 
{tiovsig IvaiJsr ta 1996/97 who shoped as if the step up to 3m today MxJd sufi ten 
very wel when ha returned to action wilfi a promising effort two weeks ago. 

5 QOI WEATHER BYS 'STARS OF TOMORROW 1 INTERMEDIATE 
— OPEN NH FLAT RACE (H) £1,750 added 2m £1^94 

1 t) FITS BABY (66) (Ms Ang» Ittaue) M Pipe S h n RJateOBO 

2 M ®£™ 0FFUBAH f 1 2) PEUrdateGbbs)MteTLudeiB^abs51i4 WMmW 

3 DSWNTOGHER YANK (Cai 0 Corral S Sherwood 5 11 4 DGMastor 

4 Q LYPHSTAR (B6) {A E Rost) D Gandofio 5 11 4 GBndtay 

5 OSOSHOT (Mrs Jwre Harferi) Mas V Warns 6 11 4 NtiMaueoo 

6 U m~\ Hfcfc (2S) peofer Lid) N TwmyDMas 5 IM MrABansR) 

7 4 PUZLBIAN (84) (p J Care) D Cara 6 it 4 DLeriiy 

fl SYUHJO ID J Egrea SuppftH LkS N TMKtorvOsroa 5 n 4_ CUewfira 

9 0 MAGGIE MAY (42) |U Eftagme) B Preecefi BG AfrHEphsraieP) 

U OS SRftRtqjNG LASS (1 04) (H A Bkrstrl N lyOta 5 1) 13 BPmraP 

h FLOOREX CARPET1IAN (Nge) Coubon-Etoiien^ A Cand 4 DO MrURodtit 

O 0 GRAM3 COMMAHCHE (7) (Percy J Hairt) W G M Timr 4 T) U JPowrP) 

O HAUT CStCY (FR) (C^V T A Raeter) T Focsfc 4 1) D UARhgdMd 

M FROSTY mjLE(M Deroan) A ktafabs 4 « a... GuyLwfeB 

- 14 doctored - 

BETTING: 94 Osostrat, 3-1 Wunfo, M We B*k 7-1 DHrlongtier Ynte. Pvttree. 11-1 Haul Cmtf. 
20-1 Lyphttn 25-1 otiiws 

»98 BoaitaUaBSti 4 C Lfanetyn 8-0 tav [N Tnsion-Dams] Q ran 
FORM VERDICT 

OSQSHOT looks a Bely sort oi pap ar and Is taken to make a winning dabut n e bump* 
vi nhriv. as rvor, the market wfii prowefe vataatee r4wg 


EjjHWSvWSeaSi rarer 23 
N VOam m L LSW» 3 safey T T *» 


Lingfield 

HYPERION 

2^0 Sharp Hint 2.50 Catullus 3^0 MELODY 
QUEEN (nap) 3-50 Mukarrab (nb} 420 Speedy 
Classic 4^0 Pacific Alliance 

GOING: Swnean 

STALLS: Instoe. except 5t tin (outade). 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lon pest up ta tin. espeoaBy for 61 

■ equitrack surface, teff-hand. sharp undulating course 

■ Course s S£ of town on B2023. Lingfield station (served by 
London. V<fCn3i ac^joig course. ADMISSION: One enctosum CKL 
CAR PARK: Oub C3. remainder free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAMERS: G L Moor* 9-H385 (0.7%), R Hannon 
49^79 n2S“»L M JoNfelon 4»S4 (E9%\ G Kateway 45.333 tGStH 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Ctarle 7B«17 J WMverfiBGG 

I216%L S Sandora 65-563 (Tt^L R Cochrane 57-354 (161%) 

■ FAVOURITES: W3-2220 (33.7M 

■ LONG DtSTANCE RUNNERS: KonZuefcy Bullet f!2CB and Hor- 
muz [4501 none been sent 270 mdes 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 

o on I CAMDEN ROAD MAIDEN STAKES 
l u i (CLASS D) £4300 added 5f 

1 04230- BIMAJ0UNn78)WGMTimei495 TSpn*e4 

S K356 SCURRILOUS (10) JL Hama 4 95 DeanUcKnMi2 

2 C3-KC SHARP HttfT [9)Df4drfc495 A UchoBs (5) 1 

4 40- DONT ASIC (135) DtAmySratiaBIl IOukW3 

5 D6K36 WSPWNT»=LVheeer386 SCancn(7)9B 


-5 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Sharp HtaL 3-1 Don't Ask. 7-2 Ubprirt, 4-1 ErtVttjOun, 8-1 
ScutTfloas 

FORM VERDICT 

Tha trr vrth AWtarm are Ktfe better Ban ptanrs and It looks wtrti 
sanemmBtiMA40UN.whoBrBBdaboirta9toratiwa«»n- 
or. on her Eoutiadf debut Horses that act a BngfiKn aa ahe does, 
usualy act here and her style of raeng Is wha is reoired for these 
ccrition s The other AW debutant Don't Ask, may be toe ora 
Me ms to beat 

O cn WAVELL MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS E) £3500 added Im 5f 

1 <F000« (WAITS ODYSSEY (190) PMUri 4 9 12 R Cochrane 3 

2 -63305 SANTARBE (2D) P Haring 4 S 7 — JQukni 

3 -05056 TAZKWA (7) R hgiam 4 9 7 AttrtlV 

A 44SKS CATULLUS {139) MH 38 5 UFcotonS 

5 03404 JANE ANN (13) A Jarvis 3 BO . . Marin Dwyer 4 

-5 (factored - 

BETTING: 11-16 MAa, W Jme Aim. B-1 Teddy*, 7-1 Statortoe. 18-1 
Omorfe Odyssey. 

FORM VERDICT 

A desperate event whrii CATULLUS mas st«ly wvi even toou^i 
he has no mv experience and s steppng up 6> ta clstenoe. Tfe8 
•rif-fautoar fo a vanning stayer wfl newr get a better dvn o 
wr aram and he stable has a good record won te«fpertamw» 

3 on | OUT AT THE WINTER DERBY 
HANDICAP (E) £4^50 added 3YO Im 

1 08421 MBJDDY QUEB4 (E) (CO) K Siriw 9 fl fiv) ... Jf Cafen (5) 9 

2 G5t KBfTUCXV BUUET (2Q M Jerttafan 9 2 RbRtirisk (6) 3 


3 WM3 INDIAN SWINGS (14) JEutiara 9 2 JTMfiS 

4 WOM AfME APPLE (116 (CD) D Nett* 8 6 A Nidiottt (5) 1 

5 05-44 SHADY DEAL (Ifl M Usher B 3 Nfcota Wttaiti (7) 4 

-5dactafM- 

BETTMG: 114 loctien SsringK3-1 Keatocky BnW.7-2 Milady Ctoaan, 
Shady Deal. 1 1-2 Airie Apple 

FORM VERDICT 

A tileky eontaet ta wfhtii a C03e cxuld be argued far each cf ttw 
contestants and tactics are Bely to be d tapartant^ Now fta he 
has fottad sorra tami KENTUCKY BULLET is toe type who could 
make qwte a Ext of progress and as he rare up with ihe pacei, he 
could have the race n*i» sut 

3 cn] ARENA LEISURE PLC HANDICAP 
1* JU I (CLASS C) £9,000 added 6 f 

1 34205- LEVSJH)(12T){D)(BF) UChamoi 5 Bit. Candy Harris 6 

2 460-13 SGAKH)(51) (CO] (BF) DOnprarfiSTJ . . . J Furring 1 

3 &£11 IfiiKARRABptfCD) DOratitian536|EeQ.. -AGu0nne4 

4 40050- MAGIC RAMBOW (145) (0) U Bel a 9 5 M Fenton 3 

5 -mO KRYSTAL MAX(SMCO)TMfaB9 2 L Carter 5 

9 «0- MDHBHTWOp87) ^ PIfe tri3 85 GCmr'S 

BETTMG: IMSoakad, 3-1 Mteunab.M LaveBed, KrytiM Mm 7-t Muic 
RtiDbOte MUMlDn 

FORM VERDICT 

ThereseentoDbernstopptaglflJXARRAB.whoaiSaifdayoe- 
fied a mak 4 (Sj higher tfnn riien starting Ms vwnng ren here bat* 
in Nowmbet Head* toe hard way too tarn toe anskfe dw and, 

off Ite eanwmarii. shoufooirftm hssrawmy cuerKryMBi Mas. 
CcndMonstsctey may not be deal to- Seated {needs on easy load 
when raong at 9 and ha had a break) whis toe ewer tm of wtKh 
Magic Rainbow is must nteresr^ lack Wspcnenca 


4 20 1 FAUCETSSPEmy CLASSIC CLASSIFIED 
^ STAKES (CLASS E) £3^00 added 7f 

1 SPEEDY CLASSIC (29) (CD) UHnntarvEk 099 _ J1Ctint2 

2 0500-1 STORM CAT (31) (D) KMOUfto 490 ACDtoatefY 

3 0560-5 KMNAJO (14) G L Moors 5 9 7 Cindylta* 3 . 

4 04MB LUSTER TRKXY (2) (CD) P Mtfri 4 9 7 HCodW*4 

-Adedared- 

ffiTTMQ: 1M1 Sam Cat 74 Speedy Ctote B-I IftrarTVidin 04 

KUn 

FORM VERDICT 

A competitive Btde heat despite the anal field. MOTH) TRICKY 
aasrew tan* «tha (me of year and nwy be able to weardx* 1 
Speedy Ctesaic and Storm Cal n the ctetag stages. 

[4 50| BLACKBERRY HANDICAP (CLASS 0) 
I—: 1 £5,250 added 3YO Im 2f 

1 5-t? HOflJUC (2^ (CD) M JcJlKton 9 7 fl R&PBffl* H 3 

" &■' Wf®Sm(21)(CD)Bhfc94 AEddeyffli 

3 B1S3- OOE6BE(75)(qATMiipby93 ,DB» Mcttow* 

4 5041 RACIHC AiXiANCE (16) (Q R Andrang B O 0 Crier 1 

- 4 declared - 

BETTING: 54 Kind Sfo 1 14 Homaz, 3-1 PBcMe Allianee, 6-1 DO Ei 

FORM VERDICT 

Wito atamnadouxsoverOo Ee Ba and Radflc AHonco. Blsbesi 
to cancaraam on me oltw pafr Ktod Sir oouki da rw more tiW 
wnwH l on fas reappearance, bte HORMUZ recaved a dg tare 

boast when bom Adhaam and Uaiody Queen vren wel here cn 

Satiaday and he cm drty lop weight 
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Rugpy Union. Bath outside-half among the casualties as Woodward brings back Perry, Grayson and Bracken 



YOU KNOW where you stand 
with dive Wbodward, which is 
more than can be said for one 
or two previous inhabitants of 
the England hot seat - or the 
England electric chair, as it 
£|ll quickly be renamed if the 
red roses wilt in the thunder- 
clap atmosphere ofLansdowne 
Itoad on Saturday Show fee na- 
tional coach an underachieving 
side and he will show those 
responsible the exit door; hence 
his decision to make three 
highfy significant changes to 
the spine of his team for this 
weekend’s hazardous Five 
Nations outing here. 

Matt Perry reclaims the full- 
back position from Nick Beal, 
Paul Grayson returns at out- 
side-half for Mike Catt and 
Kyran Bracken eases Matt 

Dawson OUt Of the scrum-half 
berth. In the light of England's 


culled for England’s Irish test 


By Chris Hewett 
in Dublin 


scrappy, stop-start and wholly 
unsatisfying Calcutta Cup vic- 
tay at Twickenham almost a 
fortnight ago, it was impossible 
to argue with Woodward on 
any count Both Beal and Daw- 
son were way below par against 
the Scots - the word “ponder- 
ous” sprang irresistibly to mind 
- while Catt appeared unable to 
decide whether he was chron- 
ically indecisive or simply 
unsure of himseli 
“1 thought they all deserved 
another run after the win over 

South Africa in December but 
I haven't come here to Ireland 
to mess about,” said Wood- 
ward yesterday as he explained 
his t hinkin g amid the baronial 
surroundings of Fitzpatrick 
Castle (not Sean Fitzpatrick, 


thank God) in KMiney. “We're 
not experimenting or faying 
people out; we're past that 
stage now. We’re here to win a 
rugby match, pure and simple, 
and this is the team that gives 
us the best chance of achieving 
that objective.” 

Perry’s recall, in particular 
gives the English defence 
increased strength and sub- 
stance. While the traditional 
Lansdowne Road aerial bom- 
bardment has fatally under- 
mined more than enough 
fledgling international careers 
down tbe years to justify its rep- 
utation as the “fell-back’s 
graveyard”, the quietly assured 
22-year-old from Bath has 
already experienced the worst 
this game can throw at him - a 
rampaging Jonah Lomu and a 
Cape Town monsoon - and 
- emerged with a smile on his 


face, “He's in on merit,” pro- 
nounced Wbodward, who may 
now be askin g himself why he 
dropped bis favourite No 15 in 
the first place. 

Lite the good lawyer he will 


ENGLAND TEAM 


twmeLwd, UosdMRtc Road, PuWta, 

Sunday): M Parry (Bath): D Rees {&*=). 
1 MDcInson (Newcastle), j Gascon 
(Bach), D I mr (Harlequins): P Grayson 
(Northampton), K Bracken (Saracens); J 
Uaovd (Harlequins]. R Cocker*. D Gn> 
rortti, US Johnson (afl Leicester). T Rod- 
bar (Northampton). R MB (Saracens). N 
B*fc (Leicester). L HnlTigOn (Wteps. capt). 
Replacements: HI Can (Bath), M Daw- 
■ son, N BmI (born Northampton) , M Cor- 
ry (Leicester). P G rew c ad e (Saracens). V 
Utegu (Bath). N McCarthy (Gloucester). 


one day become. Bracken con- 
structed an unanswerable case 
for his own inclusion; there is 
only ever one best scrum-half 
in Europe and if he happens to 
be English, it would be crimi- 
nally negligent as well as plain 


daft to leave him kicking his 
beds among the replacements. 
Grayson, however, is an 
intriguing choice, especially as 
Jonny Wilkinson’s nerveless 
goal-kicking appears to relieve 
the Northampton stand-off of 
his raison d’&re. “Jonny will 
continue as No I kicker after bis 
excellent performance against 
tbe Scots," confirmed the 
coach 

Although Woodward (fid not 
explicitly say so, he sees 
Grayson as the horse for this 
particular course and, by the 
same yardstick; considers it 
far safer to leave fee unpre- 
dictable Catt munching hay in 
the stable. “You need a con- 
troller when you playlreland- 
a general, a reader of the game 
- and Paul is all of those 
things,” he said “I have no 
doubt that this will be the hard- 


est test of our Five Nations 
campaign; you know all about 
it when you play at Lansdowne 
Road and I think we could have 
predicted at the start of the sea- 
son how Ireland will approach 
this weekend's match. We will 
need to be disciplined, in every 
sense of fee word. That is what 
Paul brings to the equation." 

As expected, the forward 
personnel remain more or less 
in place. Woodward has 
restricted himself to some mild 
tinkering, which will result in 
Richard Hill taking on a more 
traditional flanker's role and 
Lawrence Dallaglio calling 99 
percent of the shots from No 8. 

“I don't think some of our 
decision-making was all it 
might have been against Scot- 
land and if I'm going to take the 
responsibility for that aspect of 
our game, it’s best that I play 


in the optimum decision- 
maker’s position,” explained 
Dallaglio. “Mind you, we’re the 
same back-row unit, with the 
same ability to change our 
shape if the circumstances 
arise." 

The Irish were forced into a 
change yesterday when 
Jonathan Bell, fear inside cen- 
tre from Dungannon, failed to 
respond sufficiently rapidly to 
treatment on the “dead” leg he 
collected charing last weekend’s 
dub game against Old 
Belvedere. There will be no 
great celebrations in the Eng- 
land camp, however if Bell 
taddes like the proverbial ton 
of bricks, his replacement, Rob 
Henderson, does something 
very similar with added Kryp- 
tonite. And besides, the Wasps 
centre is currently boasting 
the most dazzling peroxide 


hair-do imaginable, so if he 
fails to cripple his opponents 
with his big hits, he hag every 
chance of blinding them 
instead. 

■ The Edinburgh Reivers 
scrum-half Iain Fauiey will win 
his first Thst cap for Scotland 
against Italy on Saturday after 
being promoted from the bench 
to replace the injured captain, 
Gary Armstrong. 

Tbe Newcastle Falcon, who 
led the side in the opening two 
Five Nations matches against 
Wales and England, is, however 
optimistic of being fit for the 
visit of Ireland to Murrayfieid 
on 20 March. In his absence, 
Bath's Eric Peters will captain 
Scotland far the first time on the 
occasion of his 28th cap. 

Scotland. France and 
England A squads. Digest 
page 27 


^Quinnell aims 


to keep his cool 
in heat of Paris 


Welsh lock seeking better self-discipline after tape 
reveals failings against Ireland. By David Llewellyn 


IF A CONTRITE Craig Q uinn p.il 

anything to go by then Wales 
ctre going to be on their party 
best behaviour when thqy make 
their first Five Nations' Cham- 
pionship appearance in the 
Stade de France on Saturday 
for what promises to be a shud- 
dering encounter against 
France, 

Their coach. Graham 
Henry, had pinpointed indisci- 
pline as the overriding factor 
behind their defeat at the 
hands of Ireland at Wembley 
last month and the Welsh 
training camp this week has 
featured a lot of drill as the 
players have had it hammered 
home just what thoughtless 
fists and feet can cost the 
whole team. 

Henry said yesterday: “We 
have looked at a video and 
^spoken to individuals and I 
think the reaction among the 
squad was one of surprise. We 
have talked about discipline 
and emphasised what it costs 
the team on the scoreboard and 
territorially." Tongue in cheek, 
he added: “I can assure every- 
one that there has been no 
punching in training this 
week.” 

One of those individuals spo- 
ken to by the former Auckland 
coach was Quinnell, the Rich- 
mond lock who picked up a yel- 
low card against the Irish. 
During a fiery first half at 
Wembley Quinnell was occa- 
sionally caught up in unneces- 
sary bouts of fisticuffs, which 
put his very presence on the 
pitch at risk. 

Quinnell, who is still only 23, 
'^jlaid yesterday: Tve been rep- 
1 rimanded by Graham Henry in 
training this week and rightly 
so. I went over the top in the 
first half against Ireland. My 
lack of self-discipline let the 
team down. Graham sat me 
down and showed me the tape 
so there was no dodging the 


cap on Saturday, is not having 
a happy time right now. He has 
never been a dirty player; hard 
but fair is a better way to look 
at the second-row prodigy al- 
though a white card for Rich- 
mond a g ainst Leicester last 
weekend would seem to indi- 
cate the opposite. 

In fact QumnelTs misde- 
meanours tend to get outsize 
treatment, which probably 
goes wife the territory when 
you are an outsize man fee 
stands around 6ft 6in and 
weighs in at 18 stone) wife out- 
size talent 

And there is no doubting 
QuinneU’s credentials. If his 
pedigree doesnotsbout out the 
obvious -he s the sen of the for- 
mer Wales and Lion No 8 and 
second row Derek Quinnell, 
the nephew of Barry John and 
brother of Scott -- thei listen to 
what Henry the grizzled New 
Zealander; has to say. 

“Craig has a major game on 
his hands against France," pro- 
nounced Heny “He would have 
been disappointed with his dis- 
cipline in the Ireland game, but 
he has fee potential to become 
a top quality international lock.’’ 

That is the aim of the 
Swansea-born Quinnell, who 
put his recent disciplinary 
blips down to something a lot 
less sinister “It was over ea- 
gerness,” he explained. “The 


issue. 

Quinnell. who wins his 10th 



Quinnell: *1 let team down’ 


physical side has always been 
an important part of my game, 
but it’s got to be channelled 
into big hits - legitimate tack- 
les - and making ground with 
the ball in hand. That’s my 
strength and that’s what Gra- 
ham Henry wants me to do. I 
am determined to do well for 
Wales.” 

That dete rminatio n Is borne 
out in fee remarkable recovery 
he has made from what looted 
like a serious injury just five 
weeks ago. Quinnell damaged 
tendons in a knee early in fee 
second half of Richmond's Al- 
lied Dunbar Pr emi ership 
mfltnh against Leicester in 
January. . 

The initial prognosis put 
Quinnell’s earliest possible re- 
turn at eight weeks, thus wiping 
out the bulk of Wales' Five Na- 
tions campaign as far as he was 
concerned. But the QuinneDs 
are made of sterner stuff and the 
former Welsh Schools shot-put- 
ter set about rescuing his sea- 
son and his knee in his own way. 

Quinnell explained: “Steve 
Black, the Wales fitness advis- 
er; thought I had a chance of a 
quicker recovery, so I booked 
into a Cardiff hotel for three 
weeks and started on a course 
of five hours of physiotherapy 
every day at a private hospital 
in Pentwjm on the outskirts of 
the city” 

It worked. He had to remain 
a frustrated spectator for 
Wales’ unsuccessful Five Na- 
tions opener against Scotland 
at Murrayfieid, but within four 
weeks of sustaining tbe injury 
Quhmen had recovered enough 
to make it into the Wales team 

for tfiat. I reland match. “Fm still 

well short of fiill fitness but Tm 
getting there,” he said. 

And considering his 
prospects at the outset of the 
Five Nations had looked so 
grim, it is perhaps not surpris- 
ing feat he did go over (he top 
at Wiembley. But that is the 
of the man 



A member of tbe British elite horse trials squad takes advantage of the indoor facilities at Stoneleigh yesterday 


Robert HaUam 


Slim chance of success pleases Stark 


A NEW slim-line Ian Stark, who 
has lost 21 pounds with the heb> 
of running; cabbage soup and 
Diet Coke, was one of 16 riders 
named yesterday for the Horse 
Trials World Class Perfor- 
mance squad. 

Tm nearly twice as old as 
some of the others, so I was de- 
termined to be fit” 45-year-old 
Stark said at Stoneleigh, where 
11 members of the squad were 


EQUESTRIANISM 


By Genevieve Murphy 
at Stoneleigh 


on a training course. Next 
month (“on April Fool’s Day”) 
he will take a fitness test, in- 
cluding so-called “skinfold 
thickness", assessment of leg 
anH arm strength, and 13 min- 
utes r unning on a t readmill 


The tests have been intro- 
duced to obtain money from the 
Lottery Sports Fluid Around 
£90,000 will be available for rid- 
ers' subsistence, though Stark 
(who travels to Atlanta today to 
give lessons) is not eligible be- 
cause he earns too much from 
teaching. Upkeep for his two 
childre n, both in feU-time edu- 
cation, cannot be included be- 
cause they are over 16. 


But Stark benefits from fee 
lottery as one of six British rid- 
ers having their expenses paid 
to next month's Lexington 
Three-Day Event in Kentucky, 
as are Kristina Gifford, Katie 
Parker; Owen Moore and Char- 
lotte Ridley. 

Mary King, who gave birth to 
a son last February is not on the 
world class list, but is likely to 
be added once back in compe- 


tition with her top horses. Star 
Appeal and King Solomon. 

David Robinson, the acting 
world class performance di- 
rector, expects in a few weeks 
to hand to a new director; who 
has been selected and whose 
name will be released shortly. 

HORSE TRIALS WORLD CLASS PER- 
FORMANCE SQUAD: C Bartfe. P Beck- 
ett. J Brakewell. K Dixon. A-M Evans. W 
Foot -Pitt. K afford. L Law. O Moore. K 
Barker. G Parsonage. P Phflltpps. C Rid- 
ley. I Stark. N Taylor. J Tullocti. 


GOING: Soft. 

■ Right-hand cousfc Run-m 

l ■ Course is S ol town on B3i7tt Tfcutrton etjrtJoani fan. 
nlDMISSION: Mwnbars CT : Paddock £8; Centre 0 # Course £5. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 
■LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 44-222 
cum .1 A ■ — 17.158 nOim P Ntclwlto 10-90 (TO*). 

■ LEADING JOCKETS-’ A P McCoy 

Nd 16-» pVM C Uaude , &-95 (CBM N Watemson 13-50 (22%V 

■ FAVOURITES: WM23 OaSW r^mra Pair 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Galloping Gun* £** Cowan* Soy 

Fencer** OuwtpW 


TAUNTON 


2.40 


PITMINSTER SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (G) £2,000 added 2m If 


3.40 


HYPERION 

2.10 Tain Ton 2.40 Blue Blazer 3.1 0 High In The 
Clouds 3.40 Greycoat Boy 4.10 Bells Wood 
4.40 Dovetto 5.10 High Low 


213446 ALMAM(S5}(CD)RHa)gea7HU. 
3-5U26 BLUE BLAZBl (S2) RRmtOTI 8- 


-APMcCty 
JFnwt 


P-U3U3 liaWHTS MUSIC (F4S) MMadgwfckT H 1 _J Gokkfflln (3) 
FOU55 1WSH SEA (USA) (14) (D) 6 Uemfcn fi K) 13 JUinEJJonBB 
ness BLAZE OfCUUCB) PBxbseoe WsaV Robert* (7) 


SHEPTON MALLET NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) 0,500 added 3m 110yds 

*-MP BUQWAT® BRAVE (78) P Nchoto 6 T1 3 JUzanl 

P43355 BHONHALLOW (8) Ms B WtertQ 8 fl 3 -JEByraeB 


4.40 


a 0 P<Q 0 P ROSI&B(« 2 ) (Q) SKngNSiDB . 


7 5QAP3 KEEN BID (B) Ms L RietaRfe B 1) 8 .. 


-Q F Ryan (3) 
-CMhUbB 


2W56 DERBA GLBI (AS) NTWtsnrvQMesS 71 3 . .C Maude 

21*33 GREYCOAT BOY (14) J King 7 113 AP McCoy 

00 JAMML(BS)Pltodfad5tI3 SBumwgh 


WOOD SARATOGA SACA (9) H Memas4 Ur J 0 kidOrt (7) 

9 OOOPO TUDOR TOWN p5) PPirty n D5 -MSharatt 

C 403653 GALLOPING GUNS (T3)(D)(HF) B Uttfllyn 7 1) 5 it Thorton B 

Ti P02P0 BALinCBSANN (MJDRrarWiDwteJ C4 -J leech 

X2 PtJ33 5W4®E(Rfi) Hltannera4t)1] N K*«attn (7) 

0 0-6P HEMURYPRMCSS(2l)BRMhsnG1>0 -DS*w 

-13dedared- 


2-4502 MASTER RASTUS (30) Mrs S Wfems 6 TI 3 AHepin 

7 PB32ZP NBMBYB0(14) MMudgeAS J1 3 J BaUtista (3) 

B 0 THE DSTARF SPT ( 20 ) M Sheppard 6 U 12 JJWdgerp) 

-fldecto c d- 

BETTIHG: 11-4 Greycoat Boy, 3-1 Naettr Hattie, 9-2 Dena Glen. 134 
Btedmaar Brave, 7-1 BrontmBow, Newby End, 5CH other* 


ROYAL BATH & WEST NOVICE H*CAP 
CHASE (F) £4/400 added 2m 110yds 
20955 SOLllUSCpS) (D) JKrg7fl t) A P McCoy 


41FF32 MISS PBOmOl (17) (Q) A 50*6115.. 


..R Widget £) 


2551V CADDY'S FffiST (B) (D) H Howe 7 11 1 £Snppia(3) 

PMSP CAWARRA BOY (T7) (D) E Jmee ft V 13 Uetaal Brnn B 
S]M4 GIVE AM) TAKE (31) R Ftat 6 tf 13 JFtoet 


■0031 P MGHTUWN CAKALER (14) (C) R Hd^jb&B V It J1 Thornton 
-U<42 DOVETTO (10) C J Price 10 DG~-. A Maguire 


tfhtam wefehr iftt Sue /anefeap iraigte SytpAiCe Sir Vto. Hgn&iiy 
Pdncsss aaOtb. 

B 6 TTWG: 4-1 Gttylng Outre, M Bk» Btazai; 11 -a Keen Bid. 7-1 Btaa 
Of Oeh, #-1 Ideti Sea, 9-1 Memory 1 * Millie. 10-1 AbHpi, EMyMtwm, 
12 -1i 


FORM VERDICT 

Wtth Nmrtzy End, holds MASTER RASTUS on ora Sne of 
krvn (through Cte Fledtemaus), appsrently hovirtg lost wiy, 
way boles dear far Masw Rasaa. He is Italy to to fafcwed home 
by Greycoat Boy. 


PP/P32 5PY DBSA (4>) A Neecontie HID 0 LAspei 

R3B2AJ FEVER PITCH (IQ RHodges9O0 PHoBey 

4O5P30 TH7EETOO(17)CJedflWi7®0 RBeiaaiy 

- 10 declared - 


Aftwaan wpgflt JOtt Hue ImScep weights: Spf Dessa Ost KBtfcwrPteft 
9S Tfe fee Tbo Sal Sh. 

BEHING: M Down, 7-2 Sol llusfc, 5-1 Mlaa PenryhB, M Spy Dena, 
Caddy's Rnfl, M Ughtoem Cavafler, 25-1 Cawne Boy, Ghre And Talta, 
33-1 


[A ml MrTFORD SLADE CHALLENGE TROPHY 
HUNTER CHASE (H) £4,000 added 3m 


FORM VERDICT 


2.10 


TAUNTON W NOVICE HUMHJE 
(CLASS D) £4,400 added 2 m 3 t 110 yda 

t »-64 TAIN TOT (42) N T«e*rvQw« 7 11 9 JSS 

i MO CACCTfl m C 5 " *■ • - G sunde CD 

3 CASA RNA (30) « 11 2 ■- — _RTTWfnWi 

4 66 DEAH DEAL (2*1 

5 M0F3 CURUFBNPOCHE[30)RFras. TI.- 'jl^onttn 

6 WCCW H AMM 6 V --- -- ^ 'a&mwgli 

7 8&3P LONGSrON£LAD(15)GE^W* < P2 DSMMr 

6 T5T44 SANOORAN (29) M HI&JI Z ■ 

« MSO* BONNET 5® ll-- -rryi’fl 

v H.BdacntfdlESEnMllBnP™ 010 ™ 3 “ 


Atrappy-tooHrig race in which several can be fended BLAZE OF 
OAK may be Vie answer slier a decent effort (under lodaytj rider) 
ton tone on te first nn ter » month* though Keen Bid in par- 
ticular hes io bo impasted against ten 


05052P SINGLE HAN (N2) (7) JTudntfM JBeeTBazeyp) 

2P4JR ARCHER (17) (CD) R L*«1s 1112 5 J*APrfce(7)B 

XWJ5 IflSTER HORATIO (17) (D) W Laals 9 12 5 — MrULaetap) 

&W5- CAB0ERVROSE(33^ (D) PSaihcomba J 1 120 

.Ut*WSouttKombe(7) 


FORM VERDICT 

Mat PBmyhfl has been h good form al season o«r fences and 
acbhaoftgnsundsocttbaccrMentVtaieciedttgowAlHow- 
euar. she has u jyve a bt of wight nwny to DOVETTO who has 
nai wd enough war fences to suggest ha i» i* io Yrtnmng races 
oH thh mark. Spy Deaaa is another to oonsfcler. 


3.10 


NATWEST CORPORATE NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 3m 


srr-w «mwni« J LttCh 

MSO* BONNET p»I « vuMk 5 V ft Jllntat 

a. SLAND CffTpWJ £“***£5 « n G Ibrnwy 

4 C MO«AGNEnE(M)MRBw>Y= XJ ....ADeirtd 

-lOdedarH-- 


1 31P23« MaiBlSFOflD (19) (P)N Gratae 8113 

2 02^22 HJOIWTHECUABS (42)HD»^7TJT1.— 
-mu PARADE RACSKBflPMuphy ant). 


5 tfiP- APPLE JOJW (P411) (D) AVINlhg fl 11 12inH P Gurefcy (5) 
S P3UT1 BHiS WOOD (P18) (D) A Dun tlfl 12 MrRWhte( 3 ) 

7 PPMQ CALLUEOTlzai (P12) (D) 3 ScAwi 13 H T2_Mr C Wewar (7) 

8 2UI&P JBLAD(i7)WH-Wn3Tn2 JUm V Roberta B) 

S TOH JUST BBI (P19) K CirtWigB ft ft C.JfleoJ Cuming* (7) 
fl 34421- LONESOME TRAVBJLER (PM1) (D) lAa M Hind fl ft fl 

ItoAHmdfT) 

11 06U9F PEARL DANTE (P1Z) (D) tts S 1/Una B H 12. 


5.10 


2284 SAINT JOSEPH (14) (0)6 YoungB flfl — 
5322 TROUBLE AHEAD (63) (W) K Baby B fl 10- 
-Sdederad- 


.HssSWnDg 
RWtaay 


BETTINa 11-8 tun ftjn. 

RlnpcdM, 14-1 sandorea, iM Bcnta, 2 M 

FORM VERDICT 
ap pea] Fiwn prii Vrei Tbn 


BETTMGkavena High In The Qorek, 9-4 Trouble Abead, 9*2 MBitaonl, 
14-1 SaM JbMpMS-l Parade Racer 


FORM VERDICT 


Thwbla Ahead should win races but he could mugEfa io contain 
HIGH IN THE CLOUDS who uuepreny good tutsar and enapos 
aa if 3m auiL hfcwewft the eelection ddrft janp Ihel wal last 
time and *■ ha« to Improve on ttat scare techy 


. Colonel RWabbeown (7) 

B Fffa-1 AROSIOWN (PIS) (D) R FKmpeSII 7 J HrTDenflMp) 

13 222F1- FUflNGHARUpZ78)(p)iIPapwar1h6ft7..ilrCHetti(7) 

H P3c^ LADY UR (Plff) (D) B’rtwig fltl 7. ™Mb* S Ybung (7) 

fl ffl-33 ULY THE LARK (17) (D) Ms Hlrrtifl 1in7 JSeeH Inring (7) 
-isdectaed- 

sniNQ: M Hying Marti 114 Loneecrae TantaeA MMer Hottlo, 6-t 
And«, Uy Tba Lett, 9-1 Aidsown. Bab Wood. 10 Juat Ban, 14 Others 

FORM VERDICT 

Archer w* bo popdar a fter ha r ecant Hetafcrd autareft Howar- 
ec He is moderate and MISTER HORATIO, who wxid probably 
t a we more afaity than any otlhe where, ran pmfeinjyh the Hete- 
taJ race after a year and a half off and can turn the tabta. 


BLACKDOWN HILLS H’CAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2,600 added 2m If 

63338 MGH LOW (USA) (IQ (B) I Jones ft ft fl dMogfardf?) 

6464 FALCON ROGE p») tasEL«ii5 ITS APMcCoy 

00-450 HT TO BUST (63) N Babbage 6 fl 5 RWtidey 


04PM KNOC3tAROO{43)DWW»8ft4 RBetany 

5flS» F0tta«QUBr(17)JTuckBfl4 HCO*r{5)B 

0P0 DANCING DSanSH(iqSMNbr 4fli CWebb 

-6dedared- 


BEmNC 7-4 Ugh Low, IVARettf’S awl, 7-2 Mean Rklsp, 4-1 Knodo- 
roo,21V1 Dandng Dervish, 25-1 Ftt To Buat 

FORM VERDICT 

ATOppy race, as al W nmn warawe* beaten last tha and 
thdr current tarn b open to queetlon, though In Fteteon Rldgob 
can ho may aouaiy nave ahown sane imprewaneni He ehoWd 
go wei but narrow p reftrenca la tar HIGH LOW, wno has aost 
eredenteto on lha beat of hie oariw fcren, Wbdng a win on he 
perUftnae start 


Hopes fading for 
America’s Cup bid 


HOPES OF a British entry in the 
America's Cup this year were 
fading last night as time ran out 
to build a boat and money failed 
to be transferred by a group of 
private underwriters, even 
though the syndicate head. Pro- 
fessor Andrew Graves, had said 
tbe cash was promised. 

Graves said there was still a 
slim hope, but acknowledged 
that the attempt to send the 
first British challenge to an 
America's Cup since 1986 may 
be wound up this weekend. He 
blamed the lack of a clear tele- 
vision contract as part of the 
reason for sponsors being un- 
willing to commit up to £2m ini- 
tially wife another £4m needed. 

Nor has he given the go- 
ahead for syndicate manager 
Angus Melrose to fly to Auck- 
land for a meeting of all fee 
challengers which starts next 
Monday. 

He denied reports that a 
team of boatbuflders had been 


SAILING 


By Stuart Alexander 
in Auckland 


flown from New Zealand to 
begin work in Weymouth. 

On the water, in the Road to 
fee America’s Cup regatta, 
Dawn Riley’s America TVue 
scored two wins yesterday to 
take fee lead over France and 
Italy in the round-robin for fee 
final place on Saturday against 
Team New Zealand. 

In a dawn finish, Italy’s Gio- 
vanni Soldini won the third leg 
of the Around Alone Race, com- 
pleting fee almost 7,000 miles 
from Auckland to Punta del 
Este, Uruguay, in 25 days, nine 
hours and 55 minutes. 

France’s Isabelle Autissier 
announced her retirement 
from single-handed ocean rac- 
ing. She was rescued by Soldi- 
ni when her yacht capsized 
1,900 miles from Cape Horn. 


+ 
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McCann steps up pressure on 




FERGUS McCANN yesterday 
launched another attack on Jim 
Farry by criticising the Scottish 
Football Association chief ex- 
ecutive's refusal to resign. 

The Celtic managing diretior 
has urged other Scottish dubs 
to support Celtic's stance on the 
Farry issue when the matter is 
discussed at SFA executive 
committee level tomorrow and 
by the SFA council on Monday. 

Farry continues to deny 
claims he mishandled the 1996 
registration of Jorge Cadete. 
damaging Celtic's League and 
Scottish Cup prospects. 

This is despite his suspen- 


By Mark Pierson 

sion from the SFA in the wake 
of an independent inquiry 
which ruled in favour of Celtic. 

McCann, speaking at a char- 
ity fund presentation yesterday 
reiterated his impatience at 
Eany'sdedskm to fight oa“Fbr 
the sake of Scottish football l 
would like to see this thing 
over now because it has taken 
too long," he said. 

“We have spent too much 
time to press for an issue that 
should never have required so 
much of our attention. 

“I would hope all the other 


Graham’s 
challenge 
lifts Ginola 


DAVID GINOLA. the artist who 
has been labelled the best foot- 
baller in the world by Dutch 
master Johan Cruyff, knows the 
day may never dawn when he 
earns anything like such a 
glowing reference from George 
Graham. 

But the pin-up boy of White 
Hart Lane willingly accepts 
the challenge that is continually 
being presented to him by Tbt- 
tenham's demanding manage - 
and it is why, even at 32, he still 
has a voracious hunger to live 
up to Cruyff's claim. 

The dying Frenchman was 
again the familiar toast of Spurs 
fans after Ibesday's 3-0 win 
over dismal Southampton in 
which he expertly crafted two 
spectacular goals for strikers 
Chris Armstrong and Steffen 
Iversen and then, in the last 20 
minutes of a one-sided match, 
toyed mercilessly with the col- 
lapsing opposition. 

But although Graham 
acknowledged Ginola's un- 
doubted genius, the Scottish 
taskmaster who makes prag- 
matism seem like an art form 
was still quick to pick out the 
flaw in his game. 

“He should be scoring more 
goals from his side of the pitch," 
said Graham. "We need him to 
be getting into the penally area 
more, where he should be 
knocking in more tap-ins. 

"That's why I brought on 
Jose Dominguez as substitute 
for him in the last few minutes," 
grinned Graham. “He did ex- 
actly that - and scored with his 
first touch." Considering that 
Graham admits he would sell 
Dominguez tomorrow if the 
right offer came along, it is no 
wonder the manager’s com- 
ments provoked a gale of laugh- 
ter. 

And Ginola saw the funny 
side of it. too. He said: *Tm very 
happy because I made two 
goals and, really, the third one 
as well hecausc it was me who 
went off to let Jose come on." 

Bui Ginola was deadly seri- 
ous when he admitted: “We can 
never bo satisfied with how we 
play. The manager just wants us 
to get better and better all the 
time. It was very nice to get that 
trihutc from Johan Cruyff. He 
was my hero when he played 
and it is true Ite tried to sign me 
for Barcelona when I was with 
Faris St Gonna in. 


YESTERDAY 

BfTERNffnOHAL FRIENDLY (Sura Z*go- 
•a|* t'liif m.l 2 (Iiiy^v 7? V.jv,h '.II 'jIuvj 

PONTINS LEAGUE S«co«d DMthn: Lxi. 

.•■Hi..:. ’■ S'.ntOH,ij;h I Not lb L'uulfv t 
V. i--*i.in. . Third Dtvtakm: CnnlrrlWil J 

i*. ■> .Ulwr 2 Awtp—d : 

iV-ipt , Viiiviii. , DLulhi^ton 

Ltagm Cop quartar-flaJd: PMqMwad: 

V» .jvm! . Vmii 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Rnc 
DtvMon: 'Vuimrnx-hHli NOTlumpMn I. 
•- 3 Oillinr.lum 0 . Wvcorttfwr I 

r-MViTi '.1 V*-J H.*n * Miltn.Ol o Pun- 
ponrd WinKIr Jon CiBTltVidfr Util 

TUESDAY 

UEFA CUP QUARTER-FINALS FlrM lor 

I'. ' IS..TK4I S. 69. Hiiwno M) Ly*vn 

J. 3 - Jr .hi- (IkW.vd ,n Wlltoid *5| ftn- 
nji -.Oewo slit fAji-rfSitesTlMawke 33. 

L'rH.i Vico 1 (Movnc* Ml. Allrtko 
UWi'l’id 2 jt'LUTirio 1J. Fiesirdcna 66) 
P;«nj 1 iDi Obipo 7 m 
FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: louenrum S 
■. SimlfiTic IS. liuMf C3. Dounn^ucr Ml 

♦..lu-h.implLin 0 

NffnONWtOE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Rnt 
DhMllM antiintfum Otv 0 Niwwich Citv 
n HidWiUrfM iStUvjtl 3o. lohiKun 61 . 


By Bill Pierce 

“But George Graham is the 
manager I play for now and he 
is such a manager that he 
makes you want to please him 
by improving with every 
game." 

So who deserved the credit 
for the opening goal against 
Southampton, scored by Arm- 
strongand set up by Ginola with 
a superbly disguised free-kick 
reminiscent of the Argentinian 
effort against England involv- 
ing Ariel Ortega and Javier 
Zanetti in the World Cup last 
summer? 

“George Graham, of 
course," said Ginola. “We 
worked on it time and again in 
training and George so badly 
wanted it to work. I watched it 
in theArgentina-England game 
but it was George’s idea to try 
it and that's why I ran over to 
him after Chris scored. 

“We were an delighted but 
maybe it is the kind of thing you 
can use only once. And with the 
free-kick you have to give the 
ball with just the right pace. 

“Chris said afterwards it 
was easier scoring it in the 
match than it had been in train- 
ing. And when we wafehed it on 
television after the game with 
a glass of champagne it cer- 
tainly looked like he was right" 

Cynics still believe the un- 
likely pairing of Graham and 
Ginola will one day aid in tears. 
But there is a fierce determi- 
nation by the Frenchman to 
keep his manager satisfied and 
he is doing that with the grow- 
ing number of goals he is cre- 
ating with early crosses. 

But Ginola has yet to score 
in the Premiership this season 
- his only two goals this tom 
coming in the Worthington Cup 
and the FA Cup - and that sta- 
tistic mirrors Spurs' immediate 
ambitions. 

Victory on Tuesday lifted 
them to 10th in the League and 
ended a frustrating series of six 
consecutive League draws. But 
with a Wembley place already 
booked in the Worthington Cup 
final in three weeks, another 
route to the twin towers beck- 
ons on Saturday in the FA Cup 
quarter-final at First Divirion 
Barnsley. 

Spurs were knocked out in 
the fourth round at Oakwell last 
year but relegated Barnsley 


Afrmnonp 6HJ Salieri 2 fHokfcworm 19. Jo- 
lumen sol. iprsflnch 3 IDver 1 7. Venus 27 
Johnson 76) W.iUorJ 2 |Smith fl2. Mooney 
8M. Sheffield UuJ I (Moms 901 Cry*** RAacr 
I (Rmif. 9|. Sundcitmd 2 iBichro 9. Phillips 
60I Ftotnmurh O. West Hi-wwWi Altnon 3 
IKhn laOeFtawsM. Hughes WiSwJ- 
port I (M.lmo-Ji 75] S tand Division: 
UoumeimuTft I (Vincent 72) FuDuun t 
1 Symons 61) ChesierDekl 2 (Reeves 66. 67) 
MiBwjU 1 (DoUn 57). Northampton 0 Vfte>- 
hjm 2 fWlulk-v '3. Gftnon 831 Third Ohrt- 
alotK Leyton Orient 2 |Lockv«ood 62. Wans 
821 Torquay 0. 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE Third Division: Ross 
County 6 (Ferguson 9. 53. Wood 20. lirrjnr 
381 East Stirling 2 (Minmeod pen 36. Mr 
Nflll MJ 

SEMI-PROFESSIONAL INTERNATION- 
AL: EngLmd 6 Italy Sene C UwkY-21 XI 1 
(at Hayes 1 

ENDSLOOH CHALLENGE TROPHY Oust- 
rar-lliul: DaUSIM 3 Nnllmch 7. 
UNIBOND LEAGUE Pramtar DMskm: 

Oilmlwougti 2 Whitby Town 0 


clubs recognise what we did 
was absolutely necessary. It 
was about the way football is 
governed and being able to 
rely upon the quality of profes- 
sionalism, support communi- 
cations and decision-making 
that we expect of all the people 
in charge of the game." 

McCann’s own Celtic tenure 
is approaching its conclusion, 
and he made it dear that 
progress is being made on a 
hand-over he is teen to ensure 

matrhpg hig vicifir ) of tfift firtur p 

“We are hoping to have a 
new person coming into my job 
fairly shortly with an overlap be- 


fore I go which will be in the 
next few months. We are still 
trying to fill the general man- 
ager’s position on the football 
side but in general terms we 
are going forward,” he said. 

Scottish Flayers’ FA secre- 
tary Tony wigging insists the 
SFA must learn the lessons of 
Ihe Cadete saga, regardless of 
FSrry’s fete. 

Higgins is concerned that too 
many members of SFA com- 
mittees have no public per- 
sona to the point where the 
chief executive has the poten- 
tial to become a scapegoat as 
well as a figurehead. 


While reluctant to comment 
directly on Early's role in the 
dispute with Celtic, Higgins 
agreed the threeyear battle be- 
came too personalised. 

He feels wider responsibili- 
ty must be taken at SFA head- 
quarters for the g wnte which 
surrounded the delayed regis- 
tration of Cadete. 

“The players’ union put 
some proposals to the SFA' a 
coupleof years ago because we 
feel there is a perception that 
one man, the chief executive, is 
responsible for everything. 

“We believed then, and still 
do now, that the diairmen of; all 


the relevant committees, from 
discip line to marfring, are seen 
to take responsibility for those 
individual areas. 

“There seems to be the 
swisAthal pcpty fhing emanates 
from the chief executive, and 
committee heads are not recog- 
nised by the public in the same 
way cabinet members would be 
under a prime minister 

“In my mind, irrespective of 

Fany losing his position or 
not, the SFA needs to have 
more public figures in future 
than their cirinf executive and 
the national coach.”, 

Fbrry remains suspended 


onfiiDpaywithhisfriturefothe 

balance until a firm decision is 
taken by the SFA. 

Celtic midfielder Morten 
Wiegborst, meanwhile, is opti- 
mistic of returning within the 
next month to offer a boost to 
tiis side’s aim of denying rivals 
Bangers a domestic treble. 

Although Celtic remain 10 
points behind in the Scottish 
Premier League, their form is 
such that they cannot yet be 
ruled out of the equation even 

.. Jhom 


“Fm not holding back in 
training now. Quite how l ong it 
will be before Tm back in first- 






Eye od the balk Tottenham midfielder Allan Nielsen flies high in Tuesday’s 3-0 victory over Southampton at White Hart Lane Reuters 


should present few problems 
now and Ginola said: “If we play 
as we have been playing re- 
cently 1 am sure we can go 
through. At least we are win- 
ning again now instead of draw- 
ing." 

Striker Les Fbrtfinand would 
dearly love a shot at revenge 


DhfUMc CLxxcn 0 Egtuni Tom 3. Cheshum 
6 Covdoi Athletic 2. Counmun Casuit? 5 
A«tev l . r*ur) 6 HorrKtnjfcti 3: Wm-0 Fnd 
Utd 2 I had i i id Xvplq tank round: 
looting h MitEtwn 3 Epson ft EweK 2 
UHLSPORT UNITED C OU NT IE S LEAGUE 
r mwiU ir DMsloa: Si Keen 0 Woottan 2. 
JEWTSON EASTERN LEAGUE P writor 
DMGOK FjkentURi I MUtton 1 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Fh*t DMskm: BtfAgtam SynthanU 
2 Crook 2. DunMCfi FB 3 a libitum term 
2 Taw Laiv 3 SeotuiT’ Red Srai I . VJ«r fluck- 
land iCcnscu 2. 

FA OF WALES PREMIER CUP Ooarcer- 

Aiul: CmPiH Qtv 3 5,van«a> Cry 2. 

IRISH COCA-COLA LEAGUE CUP Afl 
rand: Omagh 2 Distillery 3 (a: DtsttOery] . 
Quamr-ltaab: Crusaders 1 CUflonvWe 2 
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after being sent off at Barnsley 
last year but the England in- 
ternational, who had to miss 
Tuesday’s game while still fully 
recovering from concussive 
blows to the head which farced 
early retirement in his previous 
two games, may have to settle 
for a substitute role. 


Armstrong was back on tar- 
get, and back in form, against 
Southampton having failed to 
score since bis hat-trick against 
Everton in December while 
Iversen’s goal was saluted by 
Graham as just reward for an 
impressive display by the 
young Norwegian who has 


underachieved in recent out- 
ings. 

Iversen, who missed much of 
last season with a knee injury 
and then broke his jaw against 
Liverpool in December said: 
“Up to now I’ve not been at my 
best because fve still been a lit- 
tle nervous because of the in- 


juries I’ve had in the past, but 
I’m beginning to feel much 
more relaxed and it is aE down 
to George Graham. He makes 
us all feel so much more confi- 
dent and when we play like this 
everybody lightens up. Now 
I’m totally satisfied with my en- 
tire situation here.” - 


Bologna stake semi-final claim 
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THE BALANCE of power be- 
tween Italian, Spanish and 
French dubs in the Uefa Cup 
quarter-finals is stQl far from de- 
rided - with only Italy's 
Bologna bring overwhelming 
winners on Tuesday. 

They beat the French ride 
Lyon 3-0, but there was all to 
{day for in the second leg of the 
three other matches, which all 
had 3-1 scorriines. Roma fell at 
Atletico Madrid. Marseilles 
beat Celta Vigo at the Stade 
Vfelodrome and Bordeaux won 
at home against Parma. 

It was two goals from Flori- 
an Maurice that earned Mar- 
seilles their win over Celta Vigo 


as the Riviera dub kept on 
course to repeat their Euro- 
pean glory days. Maurice scored 
in the 33rd and 67th minutes with 
the Russian Alexander Mostovoi 
equalising in the 64th minute 

Vigo have already proved 
their pedigree to beat two for- 
mer European Cup winners in 
Liverpool and Aston Villa in 
previous rounds. 

Atletico Madrid dominated 
Roma but had to settle for a 2-1 
victory over the ItaBans in a grit- 
ty match. Romero Jose Mari 
opened the scoring in the 13th 
minute and Roberto made it'2-0 
just minutes into the second half 
vririte Roma Med to create a sin- 


gle dear chance. But their in- 
ternational midfielder; t irigi Di 
Biagio, conjured a goal out of 
nothing in the 75th minute, blast- 
ing a 30-yard free-kick into Atleti- 

co's net to give Roma a chance 
in the second leg. 

Giuseppe Signori all but 
booked Bologna’s place in the 
last four after engineering a 
convincing victory over Lyon. 
Signori scored a goal in each 
half and Him set up the third 
for Janatan E motto. 

A late goal by Argentinian 
striker Hernan Crespo gave 
Banna hope for a semi-final 
berth following their defeat at 
Bordeaux. Johan Micoud and 


then Sytvain Wiltord put Bor- 
deaux 2-0 up just before half 
time and everything looked to 
be going wrong for Parma 
when their captain, Antonio 
Beharriro, was sent off for his 
second yellow card with eight 
minutes to go. But substitute 
Crespo, who has lfi goals to put 

him second in Italy’s top scor- 
ers this season, earned a valu- 
able away goal with seconds of 
the matoh remaining. 

The Bordeaux coach, Elie 
Baup, said afterwards: “I still 
believe we can make it to the 
semi-finals as we have never 
lost away in tbe Uefa Cup all 
season. 


team action I don't know, i ' 
started training only just over ■ 
a fortnight ago," WfeghorstsafcL 

“I haven't spoken to [Celtic 
physio] Brian Scott about a 
date for resuming games. I 
bad mentioned the end oL 
March as a target date for fop 
fitness and for having one 
two games, but it's still tea- 
early to say that will come 
true.” 

Even so, the Danish in- 
ternational, involved at Franc? 
98 but injured in a pre-season 
friendly at fflmarnock, accepts 
he needs to' be sensible and 
make a gradual return. 


McAllister ) 

shows his l 

■ . \ 

gratitude \ 
to Brown 


THE COVENTRY midfielder 
Gaiy McAllister has thanked foe 
Scotland manager Craig Browa. 
for raising his spirits during a : 
miserable izquzy-troubled peri-. . 
od when his international 
future appeared in doubt 

A knee injury threatened 4 
his career, but with BrownVB 
hanking, McAllister is ready to 1 
return to the Scotland fold later 
this month for the Euro 200th> 
qualifying double-header with ~ 
Bosnia at Ibrox on 27 March . 
and the Czech Republic at 
Parkhead on 31 March. 

McAllister was a nan-playing 
member of the World Cup party 
last summer because of his 
frqury. However it was the invj- - 
tation by Brown to base himself i 
with the players in Provence : 
which boasted McAllister during 1 
his long recovery period. 

In Glasgow yesterday to. J 
launch a sponsorship deal,. 
McAllister outlined his gratitude 
to Brown for staying with him. 

“It was a low period and to 
keep that involvement with / 
Scotland kept my chin up be- 
cause there is nothing worse 
than training on your own. 

“Being able to train with the - 
squad helped me the four to five ' 
weeks I was with them and Tm 
grateful to Craig for giving me 
that chance. As soon as the in- ! 
- j^ry happened Craig came up 
, Viih the jdea of me travdling to 
France with the others. 

“All I can say about my own 
form is that IVe come back and .: 
have had no problems with my-~ - 
knee in the first half-dozen 
games. The last game I played V 
for Scotiand was against France ' 
in St-Etienne which is a tong 
time ago. Fve missed it,”he sakL . ... 

One matter that McAQisto - . 
admits remains unresolved is' 
whether he will be bade as * 
captain, with Colin Hendry hav- 
ing taken over the role during - iv 
France 98. 

“The captaincy is an issue I 1 
dotft really want to get dragged 
into. It’s a fantastic honour; 
but I have always felt when I . 
have been captain there have - f 
been three or four captains on 
the pitch,” McAllister said. 

McAllister accepts Scot- 
land’s main concern in their bid ~ 
to make Euro 2000 will be soar- 
ing the goals required with -. 
injuries to Gordon Durie and 
Kevin GaQacher ptnxq^ting him 
to suggest his own alternative. 

He feels Everton striker Don . 
Hutchison, who qualifies 
through Scottish antecedents, 
should be considered. “Hutdrir 
son has been exeellentfor Ever- ’ - 
tonrecenflyin a forward rde. He 
was the difference between 
CtoventiyaiKi Everton in the Cc?) r 
tie when they beat us. He has 
to be somebody for us.” 
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MARK GOLDBERGS dreams 
of building a football club to 
compete with the best in the 
country appeared to be in tat- 
ters last night after be was 
forced to call in the adminis- 
trators to sort out Crystal 
Palace's (fire financial situation. 

At a board meeting yester- 
day afternoon, Goldberg con- 
ceded that Palace needed 
outside professional help. A 
unanimous resolution was 
passed which stated- “Having 
regard to the present financial 
position of the company, the 
board are seeking to reorgan- 
ise their finances and to that 
tip will instruct professional 
advisers with a view to enter- 
ing into a deed of administra- 
tion so as to secure the 
long-term future of the dub” 

Present at the meeting was 


football 


by nick Harris 

and John wdjlcock 


David Buchlei; of Buchler 
Philips, an administration firm 
that specialises in company res- 
cue Buchler was asked to act as 
the administrator for Palace 
and he accepted A dministrating 
is the legal term given to a 
process which offers a troubled 
company protection from its 
creditors for a limited period - 
usually three months -while the 
company seeks solutions. 

It is understood that Buch- 
ler has yet to examine Palace’s 
situation in detail, but the work 
he does is likely to see a com- 
plete restructuring of the way 
Palace is owned, financed and 
run. It is understood that there 


Taylor praises 
FA’s justice 
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GORDON TAYLOR, the Profes- 
sional Ftootballersr’ Association's 
chief executive, has defended 
the Football Association’s sys- 
tem for dispensing justice in the 
light of the S tamfor d Bridge 
Ljpdent involving Graeme Le 
Saux and Robbie Fovdec; bis 
England team-mate. 

The two players have been 
charged with misconduct by the 


P&rettVi for * tsr.: * . FA on the strength of video ev- 

• *ft *&* » )<*» :•• idence, and given 14 days in 

fcffgp jtj wsl Im ..:' , .. . ! ■ which to respond. Taylor be- 

u..,, lieves the cooling-off period is 

sfcrrv therightway to go about deal- 

.. . " ing with the mattei; rather tiian 

1 making an instant judgement 
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was sympathetic towards Le 
Saux over the hidden t, m which 
Fbwier was knocked to the 
ground after earlier appearing 
to make offensive gestures 
towards theChrisea defend®; * 
believes patient?# fe fffe fife^to 1 
properjustice. He said: “Idorft 
want us to administer football 
5| the hoot Thu can act m haste 
md repent at leisure.” 

He added: “Tve had a word 
with Graeme Le Saux in the 
past about how quickly he has 
reacted at times with his tem- 
per; butl think on this occasion 
he deserves some sympathy” 

Taylor explained he had 
seen the television footage and 
said: “It seems to be quite dear 
he had been provoked by ges- 
tures, and in the past he’s had 


chants from supporters to put 
up with on a level on the pitch 
beyond which he should not 
have to take. If we can’t stop it 
from supporters we should be 
able to stop it from players be- 
cause dearly it presents a 
chance of damaging and ruin- 
ing Le Same's careen” 

Southampton are to iwnw*ti 
an appeal after the Depart- 
ment for Education and Em- 
ployment blocked the £ixn 
signing of Marian Pahars. The 
22-year-old Skonto Riga for- 
ward, who has 30 caps for 
Latvia, has Med to be grant- 
ed a British work permit 
West Ham’s Cameroon mid- 
fielder, Marc-Vivien FbA, said 
yesterday he would notplayfbr 

th« national foam again mWfl Ija 

received compensation for the 




lems because I was serving my 
country but in return I have 
received no sign of gratitude. 
FVe been abandoned,” the West 
Ham player said. 

Pad suffered a double frac- 
ture of the knee and was out of 
action for seven months. Man- 
chester City's bid to sign Stan 
Lazaridis from West Ham is on 
hold after the winger asked for 
time to think the move over. 
Richard Williams on 
Le Saux and Fowler; 

Review, page 1 


were potential new owners and 
investors present at yester- 
[5 day’s board meeting, although 

LCOQg their identities have not been 

confirmed. A London-based 
of B uchler company, Trump Oil, have 
strafion firm loaned money to Palace within 
tompauyres- the last year and have a rep- 
sfedtoactas resentafive on the board, but it 
r for Palace is not known whether they are 
^ m i nist ration considering inc reasing their 
1 given to a i n ve s tment 
rs a troubled Ron Noades, the former 

ion from its owner of Palace who sold the 
ited period - club to Goldberg last year for 
hs- while the £22.8m and who still owns the 
lutions. dub's Selhurst Park ground, 

i that Buch- has said that he is not be in- 
line Palace's terested in helping Goldberg 
but the work sort out his financ i a l pm hlpm^, 
) see a com- but it is understood he might be 
g of the way interested in returning in some 
inanced and capacity if the administrators 
3d that there fail to save the dub from goin g 
bankrupt 

Buchter’s first task will be to 
fi go through Palace’s accounts - 

the dub is understood to be £9m 
in debt - and talk to the dub’s 
creators. He will also scrutinise 
the players' contracts to see 
whether cuts are needed in 
the playing staff 
One of Goldberg’s biggest 
irters toput problems has been his wage 
on the pitch biff Although Palace sold then- 
should not promising striker Matt Jansen 
can’t stop it to Blackburn for £4m, ended the 
e should be coaching tenure of Terry Ven- 
1 players be- ables because they could no 
presents a longer afford his £750,000 per 
lg and ruin- year salary, and offloaded other 
ier" players such as Michele 

re to launch Radovano and Attflio Lombar- 
he Depart- do, they retain, numerous play- 
in and Em- ers on contracts that have up 
i the £lm to three years left to run. Craig 
Zahars. The Moore is understood to be paid 
) Riga for- £13,000 per week, David Am- 
0 caps for salem £6^00 per week, Craig 

0 be grant- Fbster £5,000 per week, and the 

lermit dub’s two Chinese players, 

leroonmid- Sun Jihai and Fan Zhiyi, £4,000 
a Fbe, said per week each. 

not play fix - Acconfing to sources dose to 

;ain until he the dub, a broad outline of the 
tion for the administrator’s plans will be- 
st* him a aeran&feiear within a 
finals. “I^TkfysL GcddEergi 
fhadprob- sent position is one common 
serving my a number of other dubs that 
urn I have have gone into administration. 

1 gratitude. To date, all those dubs have 
V the West come through administration 

fitter healthier and more efiz- 
ouble frac- dent to secure their fixture in 
1 was out of the Football League.” 
tnths. Man- Other dubs currently in ad- 

0 sign Stan ministration are Portsmouth 
t Ham is on and Chester. Brighton are 
Tasked for recovering after being in a 
ove over similar situation, as are 
illiams on Bournemouth, who are now 
id Fowler, run on a non-profit basis by a 
sw, page 1 fans’ co-operative. 


Police attempt to control Roma fens during Tuesday’s Uefe Cap quarter-final first leg at Adetico Madrid AFP 


Hoult’s Wembley dream 





RUSSELL HOULT is deter- 
mined to help Derby win this 
season’s FA Cup to end his 
Wembley woes. Hoult .was 
Leicester’s second-choice 
keeper when the Faxes quali- 
fied for successive play-off finals 
1993 and 1994. 

to watch from the 
sidelines as the Filbert Street 
dub lost to Blackburn and 
Swindon before they gained 
promotion to the Premiership, 
ironically, by beating Derby. 

Since Hoult left Leicester in 
February 1995, they have 
reached Wembley on three 
more occasions - including in 
this season’s Worthington Cup 
- but now the 26-year-old has 
the chance to make his bow at 
the national stadium. 

First, they have to overcome 
last season’s Double winners, 
Arsenal, at Highbury on Sat- 


By Steven Baker 


unlay but Hoult can be foigiv- 
en for aflowinghimsetf to think 
about Wembley already. 

*Tve never been able to play 
there because I was only young 

« Leicester got there,” he 
At jtbetim&Td not rest- 
ed at all ibr the first team. 
But to be part of the squad was 
great and hopefully, I can get 
back this year and play. It's 
every kiffs dream to go and play 
at Wembley. If you can get 
there in a cup final and win it 
it’s even better. Haying at 
schoolboy level or whatever is 
not quite as good as the FA Cup 
or anything like that 
“It’s a great relaxed atmos- 
phere through the week. When 
we got there at Leicester; we 
went down in the week and 
training down there 


“If s just another game at the 
end of the day but there’s such 
abigrewardattheendofityou 
don’t really want to lose. If s a 
great day out but we’ve got to 
work hard to get there There 
are only three more games but 
theyfre probably the three hard- 
est games of fee geqsaa But 
there’s no point getting there 
and losing. If s either one end 
of the scale or fee other” 

The broad smiles worn by 
those close to Derby at present 
are an indication of the dub’s 
healthy position, with a chance 
of clinching a place in Europe 
next season through the Pre- 
miership or the FA Cup. 

Despite this, their profile is 
still remarkably low and they 
are seen by many critics as 
merely making up fee numbers 
at Highbury on Saturday. 

But Hoult insisted: “If we can 


attack like we have in the last 
two games against Tottenham 
and Huddersfield, hopefully we 
won’t go too far wrong. We’ve 
got to tighten up a bit more but 
we’re doing well going forward. 

“We’re not expected to win 
when^ we go feere Anythingjye 
get ou£qf i£is g bonus and if we 
can get them back to Pride 
Part; we’ve got as good a chance 
as anybody. We’Ve had our ups 
and downs there- we lost to one 
goal last season and the year be- 
fore we drew after they got a late 
goaL If we can get everybody fit 
and playing the right way we'll 
have a real chance." 

Hoult added: “Europe is 
what the fans are pushing for 
and if s what the pkyors are re- 
ally pushing for But people 
are expecting us to win nearly 
every game with us being so 
high in fee table.” 


Solano hoping to give Gullit a Cup boost 


THE NEWCASTLE midfielder; 
Nolberto Solano, is battling to 
reach fitness for Sunday’s FA 

Cup quarter-final with Everton 

rifer picking up a knee injury. 
Vue 24-year- old Peruvian has 
not trained since injuring his 
knee during the l-l draw with 
Arsenal last Sunday. 

“I picked up a knock on my 
knee and it is quite stiff and 
swollen," he said. “I haven’t 
been able to train since but I'm 
hoping to be bark at fee end of 
the week." 

Solano has found himself a 


regular place on fee right side 
of fee Newcastle midfield since 
his summer move from fee 
Argentinian side Boca Juniors. 

He has quickly adapted to 
fee pace of the Premierchip and 
has scored four goals, including 
fee winner at Leeds a month 
ago. More importantly he has 
helped provide striker Alan 
Shearer with the kind of service 
he missed for so long. 

But while the little South 
American has a chance of bang 
fit at fee weekend, Steve Glass 
is out The 22-year- old suffered 


a knee izquiy in fee 4-1 win over 
Coventry on 17 February and 
was initially expected to be out 
of action for 10 days. 

But his manager, Ruud Gul- 
lit, has confirmed fee setback. 
“He win start training next 
week. The knock caused bruis- 
ing and that takes time. He 
won't be involved on Sunday." 

The former Everton striker 
Duncan Fferguson, is also not in 
contention. The 27-year-old is 
due to start working with a per- 
sonal trainer Paul Whisper 
next week and his return is still 


some way off In spite of fee ab- 
sence of Glass, Fterguson and 
the suspended Gary Speed, 
Gullit is continuing to look on 
the bright side. 

“We have already had a lot 
of times like this,” he said. “We 
had Shearer out, Didier Do mi 
out, Nicos Dabizas out- it hap- 
pens. If s part of the game and 
you have to deal with it 
•The players are happier 
than they were It took time for 
them to adapt to a new regime 
and what we wanted to addeve. 
“But now they’re playing 


better and all of a sudden their 
confidence is back and there’s 
competition between than.” 

Meanwhile, Gullit has grant- 
ed keeper Lionel Perez’s trans- 
fer request and is waiting for a 
move to be finalised. 

The Frenchman, who has 
been ousted as Shay Given’s 
No 2 by Steve Harper appeared 
set to join Lyon but returned 
without signing for than. 

Perez arrived at Newcastle 
on a free transfer from Sunder- 
land under former boss Kenny 
Dal glish during fee summ er 


Batty finally makes 
return for Leeds 
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Bullish 
mood at 
Super 
League 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


by Dave Hadfield 


THE MANAGING director of 
Super League, Maurice Lind- 
say, said this week that he was 
retiring later this year because 
he wanted to “sit down while 
they're applauding, not when 
they’re booing." 

Leaving aside for a moment 
the question of whether Lind- 
say’s retirement amounts to sit- 
ting down or merely standing 
less close to the centre of the 
stage, there is no guarantee 
that anyone will be applauding 
at the end of this fourth season 
of the competition. 

That will depend on whether 
it lives up to Lindsay’s promise 
that it will be the most com- 
petitive and compelling yet, 
one in which a dozen clubs - not 
just Wigan and maybe one 
other - give a good account of 
themselves. 

Well he would say that, 
wouldn’t he? But there are 
enough good signs to support 
the generally bullish mood as 
Super League IV kicks off this 
weekend. 

Last season is best 
regarded as a decent platform 
on which to build. Wigan and 
Leeds were streets ahead of 
the rest and fought out a spell- 
binding private battle, although 
Halifax showed what a group of 
well-organised and immensely 
hard-working players can 
achieve from an untended 
position. 

The standard of play seemed 
to most observers to have im- 
proved and the play-off format, 
culminating in an Old Trafford 
Grand Final that carried areal 
sense of occasion, proved its 
worth in its first yean 

The justification for the in- 
creased optimism this time is 
that so many dubs seem to be 
in better shape, at least on the 
field. 

Lindsay points to the return 
from Australia of two legends 
of British rugby league - Mal- 
colm Reilly and Ellery Hanley 
- to take charge of Hudders- 
field and St Helens, as a 
cataclysmic event 
. : It is fojse expectedfeey will 
bring their forceful personali- 
ties to bear on those two clubs 
and make a noticeable differ- 
enceto them. 

Elsewhere it is a change of 
attitude that holds out promise. 
Warrington and Salford mere- 
ly made up the numbers for 
most of last season. Early in- 
dications are that they will do 
much more this time. 

The most important indica- 
tor of success will be 
Gateshead’s ability to succeed 
where the Newcastle Falcons 
Med by attracting a mass fol- 
lowing on Tyneside. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stacetl 


THE LEEDS UNITED midfield- 
er David Batty is keeping his 
fingers crossed that a night- 
mare eight months is finally be- 
hind him. Batty made his 
long-awaited return to action for 
Leeds on Tuesday, playing the 
full 90 minutes of a Pontins 
League reserve team victory 
ova 1 Derby at Pride Park. 

The road back has been a 
long one for Batty after break- 
ing a rib during his second 
match for Leeds in December 


following a £4.4m transfer from 
Newcastle. Batty was expected 
to be out for a month, but com- 
plications arose, with the Eng- 
land international suffering 
from pericarditis - an inflam- 
mation of the lining of fee heart 
Although still another two to 
three weeks from full match fit- 
ness, Batty is now hoping to 
make a first-team comeback by 
the end of the month to help 
Leeds with their push for a 
place in Europe. 


QlMKTER-nMMLS FIRST-LEG 

Chelsea v ttUereaca (7.45) 

Lofc Moscow « Nlaccabl Haifa (54)). 

Purionlos if Lazio (7.45) 

Vkrteks Varzdln v Real Mallorca 

PONTINS LEAGUE Sacond Division: 
Bradford City v Huddersfield City (7.0). 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
Rrsr Division: Norwich City v Crystal 
Palace. 

RYW1AN LEAGUE Puma Cap Third 
round: Carney Island v Hendon. 
UNIBOND LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP 
Third-round replay: Colwyn Bay v 
Droylsden. 


inter Division: Crochertfiill v Canterbury 
City (7.45). 

SCREW FIX DIRECT LEAGUE Les 
PtaflBps Cop qnartar^finah Tiverton 'fown 
v MeffcSham Town. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Ttmvk s 
K 



basketball 

NBA: Indiana 88 CXnw Bi : Washington 

97 Atlanta 77; Cleveland 1 16Bosron93; 
Milwaukee 94 New Jersey 86 ;M la ml 85 
New Ybrk 84 (ot): Minnesota SS ' Go'dim 


IUJ A 0*1 fww , - 

State 78: Detroit 108 Chicago 7B: Dal- 
las MJ LA Clippers W: San AntonfM 
Houston 82: Portland 102 Utah 100f7nd 
of); Sacramento 111 Vancouver 101. 


BOWLS 


from Brighton in 1 993 and made 35 
rtrst-team appearances. 

Liverpool have taken the 2 4 -year- 
old Austrian international mid- 
fielder Martin Amerhauser on a 
week's trial from SV Sals burg. 
NJOKMINIDE LEAGUE Postponed fb- 
etarws: The 9 Mar: Northampton v 
Wigan: Rochdale v Southend 
AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD fte- 
a r r an ged I ba u re : The 9 Mar: North- 
ern send- final: Rochdale v Wigan. 


WWsham) M J Wilson and P Srom |i£- 
soM 20-1 B; G Wlnsione and I Mofyiteua 
[Oitterd C&O bl M Ptoyle and J Annetts 
(LompncedtHv) 20-15. 1W® Wood TKpta* 
Rntiwod: tiinren &W(j Q^klbt 
Bmwston Hall 0 Butcher} ' 17-14, King 
George Field (H Grimms) bi We of 
Purb^ (VMansdl) 16-12: ftmwwmn* 
So non) bt WeaMen P Hooper) 1 7-2: Dar- 

Banford Stone Lodge (M Stokes) 22-1 8, 
Lincoln (J £ risen) bt DegOTOUgh MaW- 
enhead (M Price) 1 fr-l 3: ISCA (S IjNT!®® 
bt Blackpool Newton Hall (D Hunt) 17-9. 
Essai County (6 Schooling] bt March (D 
Miner) 18-1? (after eufta end). 


ICE HOCKEY 

Peter wtoods will coach Great Britain 
In next month's World Champ- 
ionships. one yea? after almost 
leading the national team to rele- 
gation. He will be In charge for the 
Pool B campaign In Copenhagen and 

Odense from 8-1 7 April. 

NHL: Boston 3 Phoenix 2i MontreN 4 
Philadelphia 1; Washington 8 Tampa Bay 

2-oSwa * NY Wanders 2; NY Rangers 
2 Dailas 2 fof): St Lotes 5 hiashvnieT 


CRICKET 

INDIA PRELIMINARY WONLD CUP 
SQUAD: MAahani^i^Rfelgld!^® 
GanRflu s Ramesn. R S Dravfck AD JxMja, 
V C Krnibfl. H H Kanltkar. A R NnniwA 


« vnamwi. n n wim 
J Srkiaih, Venkatesh Prasad. A Agarkar, 
L * ShuWa. R Slrwh. V Sehwa^NR 
Mongia, a Rumble, n Chopra. G R ranoe. 


POOLS 

■mhtTENS: Treble chance: Itots 
SsfiTofzi: £3-10. 21: EO.SO. hur 

SSm £1 2S0. ftee £1 00. Or* 

{jj^fWOOPS: thebte chance: 2* 
jE&EiSEre. 2S: £459.45. 22: 
V25B5 21: £9.75. HalMnro: 20: 
fi?' ofl Pour drawn £15.15. Nine 
£5235. B» »— ¥« £1 3-65- 
UEicNOttS: Treble c hanc e * 24 pec: 
£U5J»s!aO. 23: £260.50. 13:03.9 5. 


money owed to Wigan rugby league 
dub remained last night. The Super 
League champions are threatening 
court action after the latest 
£150.000 payment In the Va'atga 
Tuigamala transfer fee Failed to 
arrive on Saturday. Newcastle, who 
owe more than half of the £750.000 
fee agreed two years ago. have said 
there should be no problem with the 
money and that they are awaiting 
signatures on the cheque. 
BKSLAMD A (v tedand A. Dnsnubrook. 
Doubt, tomorrow); C CatSog (Gtouc&s- 
Bert: S ffantey (Sate). J E«f«n» (Bedford), 
M Matter pale). S Broun (Richmond); 
M Maptaton (Gioucesier). N Wabte 
(Harlequins): T Woodman (Gloucester), 
G Omtar (Saracens). W Groan (Wasps). 
R FftBer (Gloucester), G Archer (New- 
castle), BOarlte (Richmond). A Uuitfer 
(Richmond). T Uprose (Saracens, opt). 
ReplxamwoR J BaxamteO (Sale). N 
Burrow* (London Irish), M Mood 
{Wk*). GSwy (Northampton). M Corn- 
wall (Gloucester). N Hatley (London 
Irish). R Hfta (London Irish). 

PRANCE (V Mates, state te Franc*, 
Saturday): E NUtaOMk (Tbulwse): P 
Banat-SMlt* (Biarritz). R Dowth* 
(Stade Francais], F Comb* (State Fran- 
cais). T Lombard (State FOrtjas): T Cte- 
talgoada (Castres); P Carbooneau 
(Brive); C OiBfano (Toulouse), R Ibanez 
(Ferplgjijn: cast). F lanatre (Toulouse), 
O Brouzac (BMes-Bordeux). F Feioas 
(foulouac), P D enat t on (Agen), O Marne 
(Brive). T Uevremooc (Perpignan). Ra- 
placamaius: C LaosMtcq (Stade 


(Bedford), S Grimes (Glasgow Cale- 
donians). P Walton (Newcastle Falcons). 
E Peter* (Bath. rapt). M Leslie (Edin- 
burgh Reivers). Replacement*: S 
LosnoiV (Glasgow Caledonians), C 
Chalmers (Edinburgh Reivers). G Borns 
(Edinburgh Reivers), B Ponncney 
(Northampton!. A Reed (Wasps), D 
Htttoa (Bath). S Brotteramoe (EcHnburgh 


1:00.13. 6 C Foot (GBl 1:01.82. 200 
rraestyle: 1 Jacobsen l min 57.81 sec 
2 S Szalal (Ger) 1 58.85; 3 N Chemezova 
(Rus) 1 :58.99. 5 N Jackson |GB] 1 :59.20. 
8 J Craig (GB) 2:0239. 200 nwltey: 1 
Y Ktodihova (Ukrt 2mki 12.01 sec 2 Y«L 


VorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


ma (Japan) 2:1 3.93: 3 E Zakrfason fSwe) 
2:15.15’ 8 N Jackson (GB) 2:18.32. 800 


Resort Area Connent 

open 


I*r Vpr cnoir 


REPRESENTATIVE MATCHES; East 
MJlands 19 Barbarians 51 . Postponed: 
North Midlands v RAF for Worcester). 


rreestyle: 1 E Riszcov (Huns) 8min 
32.40sec 2 R Cooke (GB) S: 36.06; 3 S 


Detailed independent snow and midorra 


32.40sec 2 R Cooke (GB) 
Codings (GB) 8:37.76. 


TENNIS 


w (Saracens). W Groan [Wasps . 5-3; M King (Big) stJ Burnett 1st 
teSSS). G Aroter^S SDavis (&s5 ft D Dale jWaO 
, B Clarke (Richmond). A Winder YJbnana (Thai) bt B Jones (Eng) 


SNOOKER 

THAILAND MASTERS (Bangkok) Hist 
round: S Lee (Ers) bt B Snaddon (Sco) 
5-3: E Henderson pco) bcTDraao (Malta) 
5-4; J Swan (N bi) bt A Hamilton (Ena) 
5-3: M King (Eng) btJ Burnett (Sco) 5-1: 
S Davis (£ig) bt D Dale (VUal) 5-2; J 
Vfenana (Thai) bt B Jones (Eng) 5-3; A 
RobWoux (Can) bt Q Harm (Aus) 5-1; P 
Bbdon (Eng) bcP Hunter (Eng) 5-4; A Mc- 
Manus (Sco) bt M Stevens (Wbl) 5-4; S 
Hendry (Sco) be P Davies (Vlfal) 5-4; J Par- 
rott (Eiw) Dt D Harold (Eng) 5-4: N Bond 


Pete Sampras avenged his French 
Open defeat with a straight-sets wbi 
against Paraguay's Ramon Delgado 
at the Franklin Templeton Tennis 


the resort or your choice. rtenjurgi 

Phone or Fax 0870 SI 00 843 «r 
(the fax lists codes for 180 re- bdlgapia 

sorts) Pamporow 


Classic yesterday. Returning to the 

K ; alter a 10-week bruk. the 
d Noi said; ‘I chink it was one 


Pamperovo 100% Good 
CANADA 


rotr (Eng) DtD Harold (Erig) 5-4: N Bond 
(Eng) bt D Hnbow (Eng) 5-0: J Higgins 
(Sco) be R McCulloch (Eng) 5-2: D 
Morgan (Wal) bt R O'Sullivan (Eng) 5-4: 
M Williams (Wan bt H Abemethy (Sco) 
5-3: K Doherty (frl) bt C w Tat (HK) 5-3. 


of the smartest things I’ve ever done 
for my tennis." he said. ‘I really 
needed to take some time off from 
the game.' 

FRANKLIN TEMPLETON CLASSIC 


weather report: 

Phone 0901 *770051 + code 


Fora fax copy of the latest snow CTALT 
and weather report: — — 


FRANCE 

l£3 ttmmx 100% Good 114 260 

1 ^.— SOI Great higher ip 120 3Q0 


Tonp 

Forecast 

-1C 

Bright 

2C Vjmatic- 
-3CKyaaJ. cold- 

SC Sunny, mild 

-lie 

Snow 

-3C 

-:c 

Cloudy 

K;uy 

-2C 

Light snow 


(Scottsdale, Arizona) Hut rounb F 
Vicente (5p) bt J Stoltenbers (Aus) 7-6 


5tolcenberg (Aus) 7-6 
7-5; M Zafuleo (Arg) be S Dosedel [Cz 
Rep) 5-7 6-2 6-2; J Golnwd iFri bt G 
Kuerren (Br) 6-3 3-6 6-3: J GtevSWob (US) 
bt T Muster (AM) 6-4 7-5: J-M Gan*ill 


'f FOOTBALL 

Mark Beeney. the Leeds U niwO^i fr 
serve goalkeeper, has been tomato 
retire beacuse of Injury. The 31 -year- 
old snapoed his Achilles hi a reserve 


old snapped his Achilles hi a rtterve 
game earlier this season and. ah 
though he underwent surgery- fhe 
repaid injury became 

snapped again. Beeney Joined Leeds 


£*£ &***•. 2* pc*: 

£6,6723? a = ■ .^ rMPD& Sn iir 

£0 &. fteir away® £1 'lOjHgBtboutels 
cai Four draw: £1 1 ■ Easy dB 09. 
Mi drow. trobte cte te* *» P g 

eT71 . 10 . 23: Q.*5. L«*y ***** 37. 
9, 35.8. 26. 11* 


pbcmuitK C Lamircq (Stade 
Francais). D Auuem (Pau). X 
Gzrbujusa (Toulouse). A Raynuod (Nzr- 
bonnej. D AmdOB (Stade Francobl. S 
MaroHHMX (Stade Francais). M Dal 
Mazo (Menders). 


SCOTLAND (v hate MorraylMcL Satr 
■dm dMardri: a Maeodro (Glasgow 
Caledonians); C Murray (Edinburgh 


rugby union 

The threat of a winding-up order 
against Newcastle Falcons over 


Reivers), A TMt (Etfeibuigh Reivers). J 
Leslie (Sanix), K Logas (Wops): G 


Reivers): t 

G BaUed 


> (Edinburgh 


SWIMMING 

WORLD CUP SHORT COURSE (Im- 
peril. ft): Selected; Men: SO breast- 
stroke: 1 D Horauand (It) 28.05$ec 2 
P luksson (Swel 28.41 : 3 K Wing (US) 
28.42. 4. 7 R Maden (GB) 28.72. 100 
rimniili 1 nnm-iniinir(miT) tfllThrr 

2 S AsWkhmin (RusJ 48 25: 3 S Brtm (G® 
49.64. 100 backstroke: 1 S Osrapoiuk 
(Rus) 54.08sec: 2 Vtartg Fu (Chi 54.53; 3 
T Karlo (Crea 54 SZ 8 N ufflley (GB) 
56.07. 400 medtee: 1 M Wbuda (Neth) 
4m in 1 OJ97sec 2 CWflter (Gert 4:12-81: 

3 A BoggiaOD (It) 4:16.12. G 0 Wag (GB) 
4:23. re Woman: 50 backstroke: 1 I 
Hlanckoua (Cz Rep) 2&8Ssec 2 A Cappa 
(It) 29.20: 3 A Kejzar (Sloven) 2931; 4 

Ins (GB) 29.48. 100 batterfly: 1 


sleo (Arg) be S ft 
-2 6-2; J Golmard 


Olmard [Fr) bt G 
:JGimeisttb(US) 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


ft-n i^aaianol I 
SCOT LAUD 


(US) be F SqulHari [Arg) 3-6 6-3 6-4; P 
Rafter (Aus) bt A O'Bnen (US) 6-3 6-4; 
G Ivanisevic (Croa) be S Draper (Aus) 5-7 

6- 4 6-l;CPto8nc [Fri btMPueira (Arg) 

7- 6 6-2: L Hewitt (Aus) bt M Norman 
(Swc) 6-3 7-5: H Gumy (.%g) bt 5 Schafcen 
(Netn) 3-6 7-5 6-1; F Oavet (Sp) bt N 


— 1 0 0 * Plenty o£ seed ste-m; j£ 5 5 l.J -1C 

switzeslai:d 

A detailed four-pMe summary of ^ 90% Great skiing 100 400 2 3.2 iCcr^wabic 

conditions In 1 80 resorts ^nn, states 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 £u3arbuflft..-..80% Wet snow 30 95 20.2 -4CPaftly doudy 

noTii ES aa uc Information supplied by SKI Home 


de (Frt 6-7 6-1 6-2; A Ifie (Aus) be 
od ruff (US) 6-3 2-6 7-6; N Lapent- 


C Woodruff (US) 6-3 2-6 7-6: N Lapenc- 
d (Ecu) bt A ravel (Rom) 6-3 4-6 6-1: M 
Woodforde (Aus) btT Haas (Ger) 6-3 5-7 

6- 2; AAgml (US) bt F MeOgenl (Br) 3-6 

7- 5 6-3; P Sampras (US) b t R Ddgado 

(Par) be 7-6 6-2. * 

COPBlHAdlN MEN*5 OPEN Rr*t 
round: S Grosjcan (Ft) be M*K Goellner 
(Ger) 7-6 4-6 6-3: N Kuld (Swe) be A 
vtndguena (Swe) 6-1 6-3; N Godurin (5A) 
be P Vfcssds (Neth) 6*2 6-3. Second 
roandiF Santoro (Fr) be SKoubek (Auc) 
6-1 6 - 2 . 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 | 

Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 cost £1 per min. 0870 calls are standard rational rate 


Eli (Glasgow Caledonians], 
(Londanseotdsh). S Mum 


(Swe) 5S.63sec 2 H OnlsW 
3 54: 3 M Jacobsen (Den) 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 121 


WORLDCOVER; 


ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 

uMKwoddooveuom The report ad 
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BRACKEN’S CALL TO ARMS P25 O COUNTDOWN FOR 


Chelsea plan 
to overcome 

Olsen obstacle 


HISTORY IS on Chelsea's side, 
but it may be an unreliable ally 
in tonight's European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup quarter-final first 
leg at home to Valerenga. Al- 
though the Oslo club's record 
in European competition is 
wretched, they have been re- 
vitalised since the arrival six 
months ago of Graham Taylor’s 
nemesis, the former Norway 
coach EgO Olsen. 

After retiring from interna- 
tional football following last 
year's World Cup finals, having 
beaten Brazil twice, Italy and 
Taylor's England in the course 
of transforming his country’s 
fortunes, the bespectacled lec- 
turer and former political ac- 
tivist lifted Valerenga from the 
bottom of their league to finish 
seventh. Olsen's favoured direct 
style of play then brought the 
dub a first win in eight seasons 
of European football, on away 
goals over Rapid Bucharest to 


FOOTBALL 


by Steve tongue 

be followed by a remarkable 
comeback against John Tosh- 
ack’s Besiktas: 3-0 down at 
half-time in Istanbul, they 
fought back to draw the game 
and win the tie. 

That second leg. at the be- 
ginning of November, was 
Valerenga’s last competitive 
match, which must be some- 
thing of a disadvantage. They 
have been warming up, in every 
sense, in La Manga, where 
Chelsea scouts watched them 
play three games and were 
particularly impressed by John 
Carew, a tall 19-year-old strik- 
er probably destined for a lu- 
crative move abroad. “Carew is 
faster than their defenders, so 
we could easily geta goal on the 
break." Olsen boasted. 

Carew has played for Nor- 


way in their last four interna- 
tionals, alongside Chelsea’s 
Tore Andre Flo, who said yes- 
terday; “He is a good striker 
and they will be a very well or- 
ganised team. It will be a diffi- 
cult match for us. Egil Olsen 
likes to wait for the opposition 
to make mistakes, but he’s a 
very good manager and I real- 
ly respect what he's doing. 
They will sit back, kick the ball 
into ftlP othw bfllf and p b y fr om 
there. They have tall, strong 
players, who can match us 
physically So we have to play 
better football than them.” 

The huge Continental influ- 
ence in whichever team Gian- 
hica Vialli puts out ought to help 
do that, though the player-man- 
ager would be more confident 
if Chelsea, beaten onfy once in 
three months, had not made 
such hard work of their two pre- 
vious ties in this season’s 
competition, also a gainst Scan- 
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ACROSS 

Take on rugby players? 
This'll restore your 
looks 14-4) 

French location around 
the Parisian island (6) 
Minimal result of 
baling out over the 
Atlantic? 11.4,2,3,5) 

Men taking to slopes in 
French town (7) 

Hectic lifestyle involves 
artist just a little (3.4) 
Bird with egg in 
(lowering plant (8) 
Retiring, finishing early? 
There's objection (5) 
Some skiing holiday 
finally has little point 
here! i5> 

The ultimate employ- 
ment opportunity fora 
bugler? (4.4) 


Metal stick with a 
couple of lines I 
engraved ? (7) 
German bear chewed 
up plant (7) 


club - it is for teenager, 
possibly (12,3) 

4 going round Northern 
French town (6) 

Arab wholly enthralled 
bv peace (an apparent 
change of position) (8) 

DOWN 

Continue to send naval 
message: “Quantity of 
grog here” (6) 

“All or nothing" raised 
in shout as a conse- 
quence (9) 

Encouraging words kept 
pal active (3,4) 


4 Sticks around home 
endlessly (5) 

6 Assumed US lawyer 
turned up and made a 
choice (7) 

7 Field containing new 
stadium (5) 

8 4 upset about sin in 
French town (8) 

9 French town’s cleaner, 
and very French (8) 

14 Leprosy treated with a 
thousand compounds (8) 

16 Worries, when up-ended 
in a scrimmage, may be 
dominating (9) 

17 Composers mind upset 
in French town (8) 

19 Adriatic port goes 
European after a little 
time (7) 

21 No spear to wave for 
character in play (7) 

22 English composer seen 
around the old Universi- 
ty in French town (6) 

24 Fool hogs good 
computer access (3-2) 

25 Golf-ball in water- 
channel, we hear (5) 


' I’liHnhcd h* Inik-fx-iKlcni i L'K) UmticiL I CjiuiLi Square. Corur> Wharf, Linxlon EM 5DL and pruireU w Mirror 

i .‘l.-iir rnni. Alhins PjimI, WaiUiiJ artJ Hi4Iiotu**I Avenue, UJJturu. Back jvaiUMe from Heretic Newspapers 
Ml MSS nnikbi i MsiA XcfurctvJ Jt > ixwtpjfKt •»U8 t&e OIB» 


dinavian opposition. They de- 
feated H pisingh nrg of Sweden 
only 1-0 at home, then hong on 
for a grim goalless draw in the 
return. In the second round, 
Biand Desaiky equalised in the 
last minute against FC Copen- 
hagen to preserve a 40-year-old 
unbeaten home record in Eu- 
rope, before Brian Laudrup 
won the tie in Denmark. 

Laudrup then joined the 
Dam^i club, effectively in part- 
eacchangeforBjarneGoldbaek, 
who had scored his team’s goal 
at Stamford Bridge. That 
means Goldbaek is in eligib le 
tonight, along with the young 

Wiiniati str iker Mitoie l Wnr w»l | 

who appeared in the Champ- 
ions’ T eagn e fnrTT.T K' TTelginlri 

Dennis Wise, currenQy serv- 
ing another domestic suspen- 
sion after his fourth red card of 
th e^a^o.bas piaypd about as 
often as Valerenga recently 
but is in the squad this evening. 
He must compete for one of the 
four midfield pla ce s with Dan 
Betrescu, Roberto Di Matteo, 
Jody Morris and Celestine 
Babayaro. 

Allhough the Norwegians, 
regularMaich of the Day view- 
ers, will be wen aware how of 
to wind up Graeme Le Saux, 
there is no suggestion of the 
En glan d full-back being left 
ouL ViallPs only other decision 
is, therefore, which two strikers 
to start with from himself, Flo 
and Gianfranco Zola. 

It is a testing week for 
Chelsea, who wfll be unable to 
devote any attention to their FA 
Cup opponents, Manchester 
United, until tomorrow morn- 
ing at the earliest Having en- 
sured that they did not fell any 
furtherbehind United at the top 
of the Premiership last week- 
end, however; Vialli sends them 
into tonights game saying: “I 
wouldn’t change Chelsea's sit- 
uation with anybody else’s. The 
more you've got to play foe the 
better you perform. So let’s 
try to win everything." 

Vialli would not be drawn sig- 
nificantly. on the role of Ray 
Wilkins, who has been working 
with the players and is tipped 
to step inif Graham Rix, the as- 
sistant manager; should go to 
prison as a result of his court 
case. “He wants to get back into 
shape,” said Vialli of the former 
Chelsea chib captain. “He’s a 
Chelsea fen so it’s nice to have 
him here. He can help us out in 
different ways, though he still 
has something to sort out with 
FtiDram." WDkins was sacked try 
Chelsea's ambitious neigh- 
bours towards the end of last 
season after only seven months 

85 tpjim manager 

Valerenga have a new goal- 
keeper in the Finn, MikoKaven, 
signed from Motherwell to 
stand in for the long-term injury 
victim Tore Krogstad, while 
the midfielder Bjorn VDjugrein 
is out with a knee injury. 

OflOSEA (pnftabta): De Goey. Fern* De- 
salBjt LetKxur. Le Saw Petrescu. Wise, a 
Mateo. Babayaro: Flo (or VUITtl. Zola. 

More football, pages 26, 27 
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oth these footballers are at the 


si 


pinnacle of their profession. They 
earn hundreds of thousands of k 


pounds every year. They play for 
glamorous, metropolitan clubs. . 



The boy in red is considered 



one of the lads. But the boy in 


blue is vilified by his fellow 


Why? 



just because he reads novels, goes 


to galleries and collects antiques? 




by Richard Williams 




G raeme Le Saux visits art gal- 
leries, often with his wife, who is 
an arte graduate. Eventually no 
doubt, their daughter Georgina, 
bom nine weeks ago, will ac- 
company them. Le Same reads 
The Guardian, has been seen 
sharing a dinner table with Patrick Marber, 
Britain’s most celebrated young playwright, and 
wears a haircut that appears to have come from 
one of the fashionably dishevelled salons of Soho 
rather than A Cut Above on CingweQ High Street 
He is a 30-year-old En glish professional footballer; 
and these thing s make him an exception. 

In English football, nothing sticks out like a 
player who challenges a social orthodoxy inher- 
ited by the professional game from its roots in the 
working class. Those who dare to be different are 
seldom forgotten, even after the memory of their 
. vdeeds on the pitch has faded. 

* '• TWen tv-five years ago, the centre-half Mike 
Fn glflnH was the cmfyDady I&Legraph subscriber 
in a Tottenham Hotspur dressing-room foil of 
Mirror readers. Twenty years ago, when West 
Bromwich Albion toured China, only three mem- 
bers of the team took up an invitation to visit the 
Great Wan (they were Laurie C unnin g h a m , Cyiflle 
Regis and Brendan Batson, the squad’s three black 
players). Fifteen years ago, Pat Nevin became an 
object of suspicion among his Chelsea colleagues 
thanks to his preference for the music of Joy Div- 
ision over that of the footballers’ favourite, Lionel 
Richie. More recently; Brian McCIair’s long ser- 
vice with Manchester United ineludedaway-Ieg 
trips on which he could be found, in Kosice in Slo- 
vakia for example, admiring an ancient church. 

Le Saux is no newcomer to the spotlit scrutiny 
to which New Football - that is, football in the age 
of sateffite^riven ultra-prosperity- sut^ 
performers. He has made almost 300 first-team ap- 
pearances for Chelsea and Blackburn Rovers, and 
has won 21 England caps, including four in last 
summer’s World Cup finals. Eighteen months ago 
®wasthe subject of a £5m transfer which, even 
by football’s present inflated standards, is still a 
lot of money for a defender KBs is a familia r ace 
on the cover of football magazines, and he has 
earned his share of notoriety for losing his tem- 
per and scrapping on the field - usually with 
opponents, such as Paul Ince of Liverpool, but most 
memorably with his own Blackburn team mate, 
David Batty during a dismal defeat in Moscow 

sure that, thante to feanM 
at Stamford Bridge of a squadron of Italians, 
Frenchmen, Nigerians, Romanians, Rustams, 
Spaniards and Norwegians, Le Sautfs 

erences no longer seem so deviant wthmthe 
precincts of bis own dub. But among a section of 
his Mow English professionals the freatmentof 
Le Saux has readied new depths of ^loanee- 
J Last Saturday; during Chelsea s match against 





Liverpool, an incident occurred between Le Saux 
and Robbie Fbwlei; the Liverpool and England for- 
ward, for which both men 1 lave been ordered to 
appear before the Fbotball Association’s disciplin- 
ary committee. Revision pictures revealed an in- 
cident, unobserved by match officials, in which Le 
Saux appeared to run up behind Fowler and strike 
the baCk of his opponent’s head with his elbow. 

Just another spat? Just another example of Le 
Saux’s hot-headedness? Not exactly. ’Vfesterday Le 
Same's side of the case was given in detail by a 
“friend”, using a journalistic convention, popu- 
larised in recent years by the Prince of Wal es and 
his late wife, which encourages the reader to be- 
lieve that these are not the thoughts of the friend 
but those of the player; direct and unmediated 
According to tl^ version, Fbwier bad been taunt- 
ing Le Saux throughout the matr-h, nailing him a 
•‘poof " and a “faggot”. While Le Saux was prepar- 
ing to take a free kick in the second halt Fowler 
turned his back, stuck out his bottom, and shout- 
ed, “Come on, come on, give it to me up the arse.” 
The friend said that Le Saux had complained to 
the referee and linesman, who took no action 
a gains t Fowler but booked Le Saux for time-wast- 
ing. When the Chelsea man further remonstrated 
with his opponent, t elling him that he was a dis- 
grace and that he had insulted his family, Fowler 
allegedly responded: “Flick your family” At that 
point Le Saux decided to exact his own form erf ret- 
ribution, waiting until the ball and the officials’ at- 
tention were elsewhere before striking the blow 
that sent Fowler to the ground 

Le Saux’s friend ‘further claimed that the 
Chelsea man had been the victim of similar abuse 
from players and spectators alike since his arrival 
in league football 10 years ago, and that the blots 
on his disciplinary record were a direct result of 
consistent provocation Le Saux, be said is not gay, 
although he is not anti-homo sexuaLThe foot- 
baller is glad that the issue has finally come to light, 
and hopes that the opportunity to recognise the 
problem and take action will not be missed 
The truth behind at least part of this claim win 
be dear to those who attend Chelsea’s matches, 
particularly away from home, since opposition sup- 
porters are in the habit of directing what might 
kindly be described as ribald chants at him. Only 
those who share foe pitch can verily his accusations 
a gains t other players, although it seems obvious 
that many opponents would use any known vul- 
nerability in order to unsettle a talented but 
volatile player; with the possible bonus of getting 
him sent off for retaliation. And a closer look at 
Saturday's television pictures appears to support 
Le Saux's description of the events. 

Fbwler was lak in the news a little more than 
a month ago, when Liverpool proudly announced 
their success in negotiating an extended contract 
with tbefr striker; who was born 23 years ago in 
Ibxteth. For the next five years, his goal-scoring 
talent will earn him around £40,000 a week. He is. 


in short, the kind of footballer at whom the Pli- 
ers ’Journal is aimed Launched this week, the new 
glossy magazine of the Professional Footballers’ 
Association contains advertisements for yachts, 
villas, luxury cars and exotic holidays, items 
thought suitable for those newly enriched by the 
desire of major companies to pour money for broad- 
casting rights and sponsorship into the sport 

With that kind nfupnnnmrp s tanding hflg ahf>^ dy 

come, at least among English {layers, a significant 
deterioration in behaviour. Not surprisingly the 
sudden arrival of such previously unimaginable 
prosperity along with the associated fawning 
publicity has persuaded some to believe, perhaps 
beneath the level of conscious logic, that they are 
no longer answerable to any kind of authority In 
that they are certainty encouraged by the reluct- 
ance of statutory bodies to deal with their mis- 
demeanours in a recognisably authoritative way. 

Going on its past form, the FA's disciplinary com- 
mittee will hum and haw and eventually hand down 
some ludicrously lenient sentence, along the 
fines of the recent £20,000 fine and three-match sus- 
pension given to John Hartson, the West Ham 

playpr, for rtalih arately ki nking a team matf * in th«» 

head. Recent changes at the top of the FA elevating 
officials anxious to appear decisive, have speed- 
ed up its procedures without improving its judge- 
ment. Nor is it likely to make the crucial distinction 
between Fowler’s offence and Le Saux’s. hi fact 
only one man can provide a proper resolution to 
this unpleasant but highly significant incident, 

Liverpool's manager; Gerard HouQiei; is a 
Frenchman whose record includes a highly suc- 
cessful spell in charge of the education and train- 
ing of his country’s young players. In recent 
seasons his new dub, once ruled by the iron rod 
of BID Shankly, has been noted for a lack of disci- 
pline on and off the field. When it comes to tick- 
ing off his players, the feet that he probably earns 
less than half of Fowler’s salary makes the job 
harder; but not impossible. 

Now is the time for him to earn his money by 
tearing hjmsdf a wa y from the tac tical b larkhnar rl, 
and establishing to bis own satisfaction the truth 
or otherwise of Le Saux’s allegations. 

If he considers Fowler to be guilty as charged, 
Houffier should order him to call a press confer- 
ence without an hour’s delay and publicly own up 
to the insults, withdraw them, and offer an un- 
conditional apology to his opponent Houffier is wise 
enough to know, and may even be able to persuade 
Fbwlei; that the Liverpool player himself would be 
the secondary beneficiary of such a gesture. 

Houffier will have noticed the praise heaped last 
month on his friend and compatriot Arsine 
Wenger Arsenal's manager for offering to replay 
an important cup match which his side had won 
unfairly. The role of Arsenal's chairman, David 
Dein, in the derision has perhaps been under- 
played, but no matter: A Franco -British precedent 
has now been set 


The Liverpool boss may also, if he retains his 
subscription to Paris-Match, have noticed this 
week’s cover of the magazine, a double portrait of 
Amelie Mauresmo, the new French tennis star and 
her girlfriend. Inside, the two women are photo- 
graphed -with their fell co-operation - on the brink 
of exchanging a kiss. When Mauresmo first made 
headlines, (hiring the Australian Open in January, 
the British newspapers typically made the reve- 
lation of her lesbianism into a scandal The 


French treated the news with equanimity wel- 
coming her without reservation into the national 
sporting pantheon. 

Contrast the seemingly calm acceptance of 
Amdlie Mauresmo with the sensatio nalism of The 
Sun’s Gay Mafia on the one hand, and the television 
programme Queer As Folk on the other- with the 
cloddish homophobia erf Robbie Fowler somewhere 
in between. M Houllier’s next move could do us 
all a favour 
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Land of the dumb 


Sir. John Sutherland ("Dumb 
Britannia’'. 2 March) argues there 
is no English equivalent for the 
American phrase “dumbing 
down". Might I suggest 
“vulgarisation’’? it has the 
advantage of indicating that the 
user is still capable of handling big 
Latinate words, and has not been 
dumbed down to a vocabulary of 
transatlantic monosyllables. 

Do 1 win the “small prize"? 
TOBY O’CONNOR MORSE 
Bristol RS75EP 


The curtain falls 


Sir. Melvyn Bragg r Sorry, Sir 
Peter, but things are getting better 
for theatre". 26 February) rejects 
Peter Hall's charge that “it seems 
Arts Council policy to provoke the 
end of many small theatres so that 
resources can be concentrated on 
the big boys”. 

Anyone who looks with a dicker 
of clear-sightedness at the current 
policy for drama in the subsidised 
sector, and not through the rose- 
tinted spectacles Melvyn is 
wearing, will see that Peter Hall is 
giving the facts. The suggestion 
that Peter’s anger could have been 
exacerbated by his failure to 
receive funding could only come 
from someone ignorant of the man. 

In spite of vvhal has been done 
for the flagships, all of which is 
laudable, the spawning-ground for 
the future of drama is now 
suffering from perilous neglect. If 
Melvyn Bragg wishes to 
comm uni cafe the facts he should 
include the threatened demise of 
the King’s Head and some 
examples of organisations on 
standstill funding, such as the 
Black Theatre Co-Op. Tbra, 
Trestle, Theatre Centre. Pop-Up. 


Letters To The Editor 

Post letters to Letters to the Editor, The Independent, 1 Canada Square, London E14 5DL and include a daytime telephone number, 
fax to 0171 293 2056 or e-mail to letters® independent .co.uk. E-mail corresDoadents are asked to give a postal address. 

Letters may be edited for length and clarity . 


Sir Much in John Sutherland’s 
article on Dumb Britannia chimes 
well with the prejudices and 
selective memories of advanced 
septuagenarians such as myself. 

Nevertheless, I have to 
acknowledge that over the past 
few decades such has been the 
expansion in volume of the data we 
seem to require to run our lives 
that the learning processes that 
served us well enough in my youth 
are quite unable to cope with the 
traffic. It is no wonder that today's 
young people find it makes better 
sense to retrieve their data as 
required from external stores 
rather than attempting to load 
their minds and memories. The 
trick nowadays is to know where to 
find your information. 

However a far more important 
indicator of whether or not a 
dunibing-down process is taking 
place is where we are going with our 
data processing. The ability to take 
two or more observed 1 phenomena 
and out of them fashion new and 
reliable data is what makes man 
only a little lower than the angels. I 
have no evidence that todays youth 
are any better or aqy worse in this 
regard than we were. They have 
access to better tools, but does that 
make them better craftsmen? 
DOUGLAS SMITH 
Little Kimble. Buckinghamshire 
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Sir John Sutherland's reflections 
on the English language would 
carry more authority if he did not 
keep referring to the Standard 
English spoken and written in 
these islands as “English-EngUsh” 
instead of “British En glish ", the 
tens normally used 

Despite wide variations in 
accent and minor differences in 
vocabulary and grammar the 
Standard English of Brighton has 
much more in common with that of 
Brecon. Banff and Belfast mot to 
mention Bradford and 
Birmingham) than it does with the 
Standard English of other 
Anglophone countries. 

British English is one of the main 
things that keeps the nations of the 
United Kingdom together; and it will 
continue to do so even if devolution 
leads to the dissolution of the latter 
in its present form. In theyear of the 
Welsh and Scottish parliaments, the 
assumption that England has some 
exclusive claim to its ownership 
seems quaint and defensive. 
ALANMacCOLL 
St Andrews, Fife 


Canals of Birmingham No 4: Trevor Hale, a professional narrowboat artist, at work on his boat Trouble Vision’ moored in Bilston 


AndyFbx 


Kaboodle, Oxford Stage Company 
English Tburing Company. Method 
and Madness. 

I am sorry, Melvyn, things are 
gettinga lot worse, not better: 
THELMA HOLT 
London WC2 


After Lawrence 


Sir: So Eltham is real “white man's 
_ country? (“Streets where race 
" hatred is the norm", 25 February) 
It is true that ethnic minorities 
make up just over 4 per cent of 
Elthazn's population. This does not 
prove that the people of Eltham 
are any different from people in 
any other part of the country. The 
ethnic minority population of the 
UK is also 4 per cent 

Racism is by no means a way of 
life in the Borough of Greenwich, 
which includes Eltham. Greenwich 
has evicted more tenants than ary 
other local authority for 
harassment We operate a 24-hour 
racial harassment hotline. In 
education we have adopted a policy 
of refocusing teaching and learning 
in our schools, as well as using 
theatre, to help bring home to 
children the impact of racism. 

We have worked hard to combat 
all forms of racism in Greenwich - 
overt and institutional. We have 
done this because we recognise 
that there is racism in our 
borough, although we would argue 
it is no worse than anywhere else. 

The council works everyday 
with the community through its 
network of formal and informal 
contacts to eradicate racism. Your 
article may well jeopardise much 
of that work. 

LEN DUVALL 

Leader of Greenwich Council 
London SElS 


other ethnic groups, this would aid 
police because it would indicate 
they should spend more time 
searching for blade suspects. 

May I suggest a different 
approach to identifying likely 
suspects? Hie police could collect 
evidence regardin g a crime and on 
the basis of this, and not 
preconceived notions, narrow their 
search. A novel method perhaps? 
AN OOP SHE TTY 
Manchester 


Sin In the wake of the Stephen 
Lawrence inquiry, the Prime 
Minister suggests that all public 
organisations should review their 
attitudes and practices for 
institutional racism. Noting that 
under the Government's 
Immigration and Asylum Bill, 
Immigration Officers will be given 
new powers to search premises, 
and arrest asylum seekers“using 
reasonable force if necessary", 
and remembering the tragic death 
of Joy Gardner, it has to be asked 
whether the Government’s bold 
stance on rooting out institutional 
racism will apply to the 
Immigration Service. Or not? 

C BRYAN 
London SW 12 


Sir Kate Watson-Srqyth attributes 
to me the statement that “the 
people living there were of the 
same race". (“Celts were Teally 
just a Scotch myth’ ",27 February). 
I did not in fact use the word “race" 
and I clarified my position by 
saying, “No, lam not talking about 
biological race but about shared 
cultural features, language etc." 

Ms Watson-Sznyth seems feirfy 
typical amongst journalists, both 
print and broadcast, in being 
unable to distinguish between 
“race” and “ethnicity". The media, 
as much as anyone must bear the 
responsibility for crimes such as 
the killing of Stephen Lawrence. 
ALEX WOOLF 
Lecturer in Celtic and Early 
Scottish History and Culture 
University cfEdinburgh 


they refused to take sterling on the 
grounds that it wasn't part of the 
euro. Although the price was based 
'in DM, we were asked to pay in 
pesetas. I didn’t know the 
DM/peseta rate or have a 
calculator to hand so I paid the 
amount requested in good faith. 
After alL, their rates were fixed 
permanently on 1 January. 

On the return to the UKI 
checked the figures. We have been 
overcharged hy 9 per cent So 
much for eli mina ting the vagaries 
of exchange rates. Just a little 
foretaste of what is to come. 
MATTHEW BENNETT 
London Wi 


outside Euroland, but stops short 
of arguing for or against British 
membership of the euro since 
“that is a decision that goes far 
beyond economics". 

Very true - the political and 
constitutional ramifications of 
joining are also largely negative, 
not to mention the massive cost of 
conversion. Which leaves what, 
exactly? 

PAUL CLARK 
Truro, Cornwall 


Euro-fiddles 


Sr Whatever else the euro may do 
it won’t stop profiteering during 
the changeover period. It 
happened with decimalisation in 
the UK in 1971 and it happened to 
me with the euro last week in the 
Canaries. 

Wfe happened to stay for a new 
nights in a German-run facility and 


Sir: In your enthusiasm for 
adopting the euro, how do you 
comment on the remark of the 
German Foreign Minister that “for 
the first time in the history of 
European integration, an essential 
element of national sovereignty 
has been transferred to a 
European institution"? 

RUSSELL CLARKE 
Nottingham 


Sir Hamish McRae (Comment, 2 
March) sets out the many 
economic advantages of a life 


No abortion 


Sir A T L Foster-Barnes (letter; 
26 February) might be right in 
asserting that there may be ethnic 
variation in crime perpetration. 

But how could such possible 
differences be “relevant to suspect- 
search in large communities?" 

Perhaps it is being suggested 
that it for example, black people 
were shown to be involved in 
proportionately more crime than 


Sir I was saddened to see in ail 
the media pictures of St 
David's Day that no one in 
Wales now wears a leek. It 
seems that only expatriates like 
me now sport our ancient 
emblem. Have they all gone soft 
in the Principality? Is this why 
our national rugby team now 
does do badfy? The cartoon in 
today’s paper (3 March) 
reinforces my disappointment 
that Prince Charles did not set 
a good example. Would his 
ancestor Henry V have won at 
Agin court if he had been the 
sort of Welshman to prefer a 
daffodil to a leek. 

JOHN EVANS 
Marfoic. Buckinghamshire 


In Brief 


Challenge students who foiled to 
recognise pictures of James 
Joyce, Iris Murdoch and T S 
Eliot (The Joys of Modern Life, 

2 March). Oh dean he’d better 
count me in among those 
spectres of ignorance, because 
in spite of my degree in English 
Literature I haven't a clue what 
any of them look like. Stupid me, 
I always read the words instead 
o Hooking at the pictures. 

SALLY JEFFERYS 
London SW17 


event of a political crisis which 
cannot be resolved in any other 
way, be entitled to manipulate 
the electoral calendar in this 
manner? Isn’t the prerogative 
to do so, subject solely to the 
monarch's formal consent, an 
anachronism - like the 
hereditary principle - which 
bas no place in a modem 
democratic state? Other 
countries, both monarchies 
and republics, get by perfectly 
well with fixed-term 
parliaments. 

WALTER GREY 
London N3 


Sir: Nicholas Lezard is 
“haunted” by the literary 
ignorance of University 


Sin Tony Blair is understood to 
be contemplating an election in 
2001. a year ahead of time. 
Should any prime minister 
these days, except in the rare 


Sin Why all the fuss about Alim 
Michael eating beef on the 
bone? Surely a poodle will 
suffe r no harmful effects. 
HELEN EDWARDS 
Ruthin, Denbighshire 


Age of the saver 


Sir: The Government expects those I 
of us in employment to save for our 
childr en's university education, 
save for private pensions, save for i 
private health care, save for 
periods of unemployment and now i 
to save for residential care in our i 
old age (“Ministers may reject foe* j 
care for elderfy”, 2 March). AH tfafe 
when we are paying high income 
tax and national “insurance"- , 

which is, in effect, nothing buta 
second income tax since it insures 
us a gains t nothing. 

Has the Treasury considered " 
the effects on the economy of all 
this enforced saving? “Disposable” 
incomes will disappear into the 
coffers of insurance companies, 
and building societies. 

Manufacturing and the 
entertainment industry will have to 
do without a high-volume home - - 
market, without which theycanm* 
support export markets. 

When you add to this the 
Government's apparent desire to ~ 
price us off the roads, is it too 
cynical to construe that New 
Labour's millennium ideal is a- ; 
country in which the quietly j 

obedient, poorfy paid masses sitaf j 
home chewing genetically modified 
TV suppers as they reckon up their , 
savings in front of shoddy game j 

shows, docusoaps and animal 
programmes? 

PAMELA GUYATT 
Tavistock, Devon 
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Sir We say we save “for a rainy 
day”; yet when it rains we want 
someone else to buy the umbrella, 
If the elderiy can afford to go intoa 
private nursing home, they should 
pay the total costs: that is what 
they saved up for. 

My mother is paying £447 a week 
to a private nursing home. Of 
course she sold her house: she did 
not need it It may wen be that she 
has little money to leave me and 
my sister But she has loved us, . 
brought us up, given us a good 
education and now is allowing us to 
live profitable lives. I have no wish 
to demand that the state pays fin* 
her nursing care so that I may have 
more of the money she and my 
father saved so that they could stay 
independent of us. 

JOHN D ANDERSON 
Shipley, West Yorkshire 
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David who? 


Sin The British have two choices: 
either they join Europe and accept 
the euro, or they become the Slst 
state of the USA. I hope they 
choose Europe, where neariy ail 
our ancestors came from. Gun- 
happy America already dictates 
how we respond to international 
crises (drop bombs) and it is 
almost too late for Britain to repair 
the damage American decadence 
and lack of family responsibility 
have done to our young people. Let 
us vote for the euro andjoin our 
closest friends. 

JOAN REYNOLDS 
BrighMingsea, Essex 


Sir. Wfiy is it that David 
Aaronovitch thinks the man from 
Guildford's remark about his name 
is racist? (Comment, 2 March) My 
grandmother’s name was 
Margetts and she got call edMrs 
Maggotts so often, everyone told 
her she ought to change her name. 

What an amazing catalogue of 
assumptions to make about 
someone he doesn't know and has 
never met Could it be thathebas 
assumed that the man Is a white, 
Anglo-Saxon Protestant? 

C M ROBERTSON 

Santa Cruz de La Palma, Spam . 
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lay that a 


Sir Goretti Horgan and Anita VLQa 
of Alliance for Choice claim that 
“successive British governments 
have ignored’’ the many Northern 
Irish women who have to travel to 
Britain to seek abortions Getter, l 
March). 

This is unfair Northern Ireland 
was exempted from the 1967 
Abortion Act because of pressure 
from politicians to Northern 
Ireland, and it is such pressure, 
from Catholic and Protestant alike, 
which bas kept abortion illegal 
there. Sectarian politicians may 
oppose each other on the issue of 
sovereignty; but they have been as 
one to forcing theocratic moral 
laws on the province. 

Sinn Fein and the Progressive 
Unionist Party are as much part of 
this conspiracy as anyone else, 
despite their attempts at striking a 
radical pose on the abortion issue 
mow. 

ALEXMACFEE 

Oxford 


Sir David Aaronovitch should not J 
be so sensitive. My grandfathei; an® 
immigrant to this country, did _ "* 
change his name. Not, however to - 
disguise his Jewish ancestry but to 
make his name easier for his new . 
compatriots to pronounce. His . ;-■« 
choice was not entirely successW .-j 
to that respect, but it does have the 
advantage of distinction. 

JOANNA ROSEFF 
(aka Roscoff, Rosetti, RoseH, . . ^ 
Rosess,Rofess..J ,'l-i 

Priddy, Somerset . :: 
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Sin I think I can set David ' ' • rv r.- 
Aaronovitch’s mind at ease. 

Guildford is probably not a racist 
and is probably not called anything & 
like Guildford at alL He may be an ^ 

In dian called Punjabi a Welshman 
called Williams, an eastern 
European called Zatopek, or even a * 
simple En glishman, like myself, 
called Ramsey. 

What unites us all is not racism 
but simple envy of David’s name, fa 
that great list of life whenever * 
anything is banded out, there hers p 
at the front of the queue. And, apart 
from changing our surnames to 
Aardvark. there is not much we can 

do about it 
KEVIN RAMSEY 
Manchester 


The 10 greatest adjectives of the 20th century 


as announced in this column yes- 
terday, I am teaming up with ATP 
- Adjective Trend Plotting, the peo- 
ple who chart the world rankings of 
adjectives - to organise the poll for 
the Adjective of the Century. 

“By this we mean the adjective 
which has most affected lives." 
says ATP boss. Oscar Beussberg- 
er. "We don't mean the adjective 
which has been most widely used. 
I mean, you wouldn't vote for the 
common cold as the Disease of the 
Century would you! In fact, we 
think the most commonly used 
adjective in recent times is ’new’, 
and a boring little adjective it is too. 
No, what we’re after is an adjective 
which is so ubiquitous and yet 
charismatic that it has wormed its 
way into people's conscious, un- 
conscious and subconscious! 

“By the way, I think I have al- 


ready used some of the prime can- 
didates for the adjective of the 
year in my introductory speech, 
namely ‘ubiquitous’, ‘charismatic’ 
and ‘conscious’. Not to mention 
■prime’." 

(fan you vote for an adjective you 
don’t like? 

“Certain^.'!” booms the extrovert 
Oscar Beussberger. (Incidentally, 
did you notice another candidate 
there - ‘extrovert’?) Tm all for it! 
Some of the most unpleasant ad- 
jectives are actually some of the 
most insidiously useful. ‘Inappro- 
priate’ is probably the nastiest ad- 
jective around today but so many 
people hide behind it that I fear it 
will get many votes. ‘Dystopian’ and 
‘dysfunctional’ are two more ex- 
amples of what I call S unday-paper 
adjectives, ie pretentious, over- 
used and near-meaningless. Ghast- 


ly. all of them, but I expect them to 
get votes." 

Oscar Beussberger says that 
most fashionable adjectives tend to 
come from specialised areas and 
then to win appeal on a broad 
front The arts have given us 
adjectives like “mimetic", “aleato- 
ry". “noir 1 *. and “cathartic". Medi- 
cine has given us “chronic" and 
"clinical". The law has given us 
"draconian" and "forensic", as well 
as “proven" 

“Oddly enough.” says Oscar: 
“proven' was never found outside 
Scotland till recently, to the Scot- 
tish verdict toot proven*, butit was 
then taken up by the world of ad- 
vertising, which is always desper- 
ately looking for old-fashioned 
synonyms. Have you noticed the 
way ‘cleanse’ has replaced ‘dean’ 
to ads, for example? ‘Cleanse’ 



Miles 

Kington 

' What we're after 
is an adjective which 
is ubiquitous and 
yet charismatic ' 


sounds more trustworthy doesn’t 
it ? Sounds as if it gets deeper than 
mere ‘cleaning 1 , doesn't it? Simi- 


larly, they have taken to using 
‘proven’ because it sounds more 
solid than ‘proved’. “With proven 
deansing qualities. . .’ 

“Of course, a lot of these words 
change their meaning when they 
become popular tike ‘forensic’ and 
'clinical' - or should I say that peo- 
ple use them wrongly? People use 
the word ‘forensic’ as if it means 
something to do with laboratories 
or post-mortems, but it just means 
to do with the law. People use 
‘chronic’ to mean ‘terrible 1 , even 
though it just means long-lasting’. 

“Another source of potent ad- 
jectives is the sociological field. 
‘Disadvantaged 1 , ‘feminist’, ‘sup- 
portive* and ‘aware' might get a 
look in, thoighall these things have 
a limited shelf life. Not as limited 
as slang adjectives, of course. I 
doubt whether we shall get many 


votes from the young for ‘awesome’ 
or ‘wicked' or 'cool' or ‘mega 1 , any 

more than we shall get votes from 

their parents for forgotten trendy 
adjectives like ‘groovy 1 and ‘fab’ 
and ‘heavy’," 

Oscar Beussberger shudders 
slightly, perhaps at the thought of 
his own youth. 

“Anyway the way the poll works 
is this. You, Mr Kington, ask your 
readers to nominate their choice for 
the 10 adjectives which most en- 
capsulate the 20th century..." 

And then I pass the voting forms 

across to you? 

“You can if you like. It won't 
make much difference, though. We 
at the ATP have already selected 
the io adjectives most symbolic of 
the century. It wouldn’t do to leave 
it to the voters, would it? Can’t re- 
ally trust the public, can we?" 


But surely of all things, adjec- 
tives are things that are used by the 
public? So they should know! 

“Dean oh deai; oh dear. That’s 
like saying that cars are thin^ used 
hy the public, so they should know 
how to use them. But all road 
deaths are caused by the public!" 

Hmm. So what are your pre-se- 
lected top ten adjectives ? 

"Got a list here somewhere," 


The top 10 typical 20th century ad- 
jectives are: Marxist, fascist, glob- 
al modem, genetfe corporate , gaff 
fat-free, user-friendly; carcinogenic 
and..." 

And? 

“Kafkaesque." 

So that’s it, then. At last, a mil- 
lennial poll you don’t have to vote 
in. It's all been settled for you-' 
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Freezing interest 

grates is the right 
decision — for now 

OTE BANK of England’s Monetary Policy Committee 
CMPO has taken the right decision in refusing to lower 
the base rate of interest The members of the committee 
have cut the rate five times in as many months, pulling 
the rate down from 7.5 to 5.5 per cent Its members have 
taken advantage of the mixed signals from the economy 
- including the fact that, in the precise definition of the 
word, there has been no recession - to err on the side of 
caution and wait to see how the economy reacts to the 
stimulus given it so far. 

Tbis will take time. Eddie George, the Governor of the 
Bank of England, doesn’t have a way with words. His recent 
quip about doling out aspirin to help the pain of manu- 
facturing industry was hardly diplomatic. None the less, 
he was right in his argument. Some industrialists might 
think that the pain is already acute and that the Bank’s 
medicine has an unacceptably high cost in terms of British 
jobs. No one denies that industry has suffered but the slow- 
down in the rate of growth has not scythed off as many 
blooms as feared. Business interests will always want lower 
interest rates, but that would not be good for the economy 
as a whole. 

There is a specious argument that the MPC must wage 
a permanent revolution against interest rates while ours 
is 2.5 per cent above that of the euro-zone. The economies 
of France and Germany are in a different part of the eco- 
nomic cycle from that of the UK. Three per cent is a sen- 
sible rate as they pull out of recession. It would be folly 
for the UK while the rate of inflation is outstripped by the 
rise in wage settlements - which has always been the foun- 
tain of inflation in this country Last week in parliament, 
Tony Blair made it obvious that the Government is keen 
to join the euro soon after the next election. While it would 
be better if sterling joined the euro rather quicker, this 
schedule gives plenty of time for . the UK and euro 
economies to converge. In any event, interest rates are 
more of an effect than a cause in the economy, and as the 
UK gets on to a more even keel, they will slope off. 

The French and German governments have recently 
pressured Wim Duisenbezg, the President of the European 
Central Bank, to pull his punches in the fight against infla- 
tion. The benefit to Oskar Lafontaine, Germany’s finance 
minister is obvious, but Mr Duisenberg has wider respon- 
sibilities than Franco-German unemployment; he must 
establish the bona fides of the new currency. Once those 
are secure, euro-land can consider policies more oriented 
to growth. 

Those who criticise the MFC’s decision to freeze rates 
might bear in mind that, unlike them, the MPC knows what 
is in the Budget The wisdom of its decision will be 
revealed when everybody is equally well informed. 



Don’t let big business 
put you off your food 

RESTAURANTS ARE not art Nor are they even the new 
zock’zr'rofl. What they are is big business, and getting bigger 
all the time. 

Which is where the annual. Michelin guide to the hotels 
and restaurants of France, published In Paris yesterday, 
comes in. The award, or withdrawal, of rosettes may make 
good copy. But it also means a 20-50 per cent rise in prices 
and plenty of bank finance for the chef who gets them. Give 
a restaurant one star; and it will change its cellar to sell 
wines only at £20 and above. Give it three stars, and It will 
put its cheapest menu at £50 or more. 

It’s a commercial reality which, though we shouldn't, we 
are importing into Britain. Prices in restaurants are now 
shooting up in direct ratio to the ego of the chefs, who have 


became the superstars of the gossip columns and the terror 
of the poor benighted diner 

There is no call for this nonsense other than the pecu- 
liar game of food guides and their star ratings. In the past 
10 years the British have taken to dining out and improved 
immeasurably the quality of the food in consequence. 
British chefs have produced a style of eclecticism that has 
reflected the growing multiculturalism of the country 
itself and has brought about a distinct style of its own. 

But, in celebrating this success, the British culinary 
industry needs to remember two lessons from France. One 
is that however exalted the establishment for a French 
restaurant the job is always u faire le business” in which 
the customer is king or queen and prices are reasonable. 
It’s a message our restaurants and their chefs are in dan- 
ger of forgetting. The other is the damage that the Miche- 
lin and Gault Mlflau awards system can wreak on the joy 
of food itself If French cuisine has declined in the face of 
the new international style and modern Italian cooking, it 


is in no small part because the homely regional cuisine has 
been undermined in the pursuit of the exotic and refined 
tastes of the expense-account globe-trotting banker. 

Don’t let business ruin the pleasures of the earth, where 
the ingredients come from. Cooking is not an artistic com- 
ment on life, hut a part of it At its centre must be the domes- 
tic kitchen and neighbourhood bistro, with reasonable 
prices - and no one can beat the French for either. 

Coming up for air 

NICE WORK if you can get it; and John Prescott, our 
intrepid Deputy Prime Minister, certainly can. Taxpayers 
will be thrilled that Mr Prescott is to brave the beautiful 
reefs surrounding the Maldives to take a look for himself 
at the plight of the local coraL The fact that Mr Prescott 
is a keen diver is, of course, entirely comcidentaL Perhaps 
he can get a flight out on Concorde? 


Say that again - you love Europe, 
but you want nothing to do with it 


TWO UNSOLICITED missives dropped 
through the door yesterday. One was 
cheaply produced and the other was 
glossy. *Ihe cheap one was freon a body 
called the East Hampstead Associa- 
tion, and sought my support for their 
campaign against local traffic calm- 
ing measures. As far as I can see, 
these experimental measures, by 
closing off several rat-runs, will sig- 
nificantly reduce fast traffic flow dose 
-jjp three junior schools, and make the 
\ .streets around us considerably safer, 
particularly for children and particu- 
larly during the rush-hour 

But this was not the issue that the 
East Hampstead Association (of 
which I had never heard) was con- 
cerned with. Its salmon-coloured 
leaflet asked me: “Do you really want 
to have these very restrictive changes 
to our environment imposed 24 hours 
a day to counter commute' traffic from 
8.30am to 9.30am and from 5pm to 
6pm?" Yes, I replied. If it means my 
children are less likelyto be knocked 
over by a double-glazing salesman 
from St Albans, I do. 

Ah, the EHA averred, but did I 
know that several (named) roads 
would “become m^jor thoroughfares” 
under the scheme? I looked at the 
: map, and decided that they wouldn’t 
But why, then, was the EHA so keen 
on rejecting the plan? There is one 
.®d (with not many people living on 
• . itj that will definitely suffer from in- 
creased traffic under the plan. And it 
is from the residents’ association of 

just this one road that the EHA seems 

to have metamorphosed. 

The glossy mail-drop came from an 
organisation calling itself NewEu- 


rope, and was adorned with little yel- 
low eurostars. Its advisory council 
includes such moderates as Lord 
Healey, Lord Prior, Lord Owen and 
Mary Ann Sieghart of The Times. 

C The Times was, of course, the 
newspaper that counselled readers in 
1997 to vote for the most Eurosceptic 
candidate; arguably the least suc- 
cessful bit of canvassing since 
Vanessa Redgrave went on the stump 
for the Workers Revolutionary Party 
bads in the Seventies). 

Essentially. NewEurope proclaims 
itself as being a group of Eurolovers 
who just aren’t into single currencies. 
In that sense they wish us to 
understand that they have nothing to 
do with Mad Mags or barmy Bill 
Cash. But they think We should wait 
before we adopt the euro. Or they 
think we should never adopt it Or 
they * hink that the euro should be 
abolished. Frankly I can’t tell which 
one of these they believe in, but 
whichever it is, it still means *no" in 
anyone's language. 

First, it’ll be bad for us, economic- 
ally. Our “flexibility will be thrown 
away”. Our “low costs of labour” (due 
to our minimal provision of work 
benefits) would be compromised. And 
we might have to raise taxes dike the 
Germans) to pay for the introduction 
of benefit s Actually; I had thought that 
this was what Healey had spent his en- 
tire career trying to achieve, but I was 
obviously wrong. 

This week, of course, Mr Blair has 
been in Milan trying to persuade his 
European socialist partners (or 
attempting to reassure British busi- 
ness) about the need for labour mar- 



David 

Aaronovitch 

No island is an island. 
This is a dangerous world , 
where speculation can 
ruin an economy overnight 

1st flexibility d VAmericame. But 
even if he failed, the transmission 
System that imports their “inflex- 
ibility” into our miraculous work- 
places isn't at all dear to me. 

But NewEurope has' many more 
arrows in its quivec There is the dan- 
ger of inflation as we seek to reduce 
our interest rates to European levels 
and “paradoxically” there is a simul- 
taneous danger of higher interest 
rates. The pound is, of course, too 
strong (making us less competitive), 
but the euro is too weak (making them 
less stable). Oh, and remember that 
stuff they said just now about inflation? 
Well, Europe is too worried by that 

“The problem," says NewEurope, 
“may not be inflation but deflation. Not 
boom but slump." Even such contra- 
dictory economic dangers are as of 
no thing set a gains t the “pn litfopl dan- 


gers of instability and of insurrection". 

Insurrection? Yep. 

“Would the Spaniards,” asks 
NewEurope, “acquiesce in higher un- 
employment levels as a result of poli- 
cies pursued miles away in Berlin?” 

The ’Spaniards were presumably 
chosen by the pamphleteers for their 
natural exdfaNfity but even so the his- 
tory of the EU and of the IMF seems 
to suggest that the answer is “yes". 
The Spaniards seem to think so any- 
way. And this is the great conundrum. 
How come all these other countries 
are so blind to the insurrectionary, 
economically catastrophic conse- 
quences da smgte currency? Why will 
foe others (including the passionate 
Dons) accept a loss of sovereignty? 

Because: “One government for the 
whole of Euroland is an understand- 
able and legitimate goal given their 
history" asserts NewEurope, “but 
Britain has a different histoty.” 

Germany has the same history as 
Spain and Ireland, whereas ours is 
more like, say, Sweden’s? What idiocy 
Now name me a European war 
involving France and Germany since 
1871 that we have not also been 
drawn into (though some Tories tried 
theirbest in 1938, 1 seem to recalD. Our 
history, in fact, shows that we are in 
this together: 

But NewEurope is not done yet. It 
now deploys the Scottish gambit We 
are going through a constitutional 
change, and membership of EMU 
would, it says, “open many new 
arguments: separatists in Scotland ^ will 
claim that independence becomes 
far easier once they are within the 
single European currency zone." 


This is a bizarre and rather anti- 
democratic argument We should, ap- 
parently, stay out of the euro lest the 
stupid Scottish people decide to vote 
for the SNP as a consequence. And 
here's another paradox: on the one 
hand we are told that aD identity is lost 
within Euroland, and on the other that 
it dangerously enhances confidence 
in national self-determinatioa on the 
part of small countries. 

And finally: “Our capacity for mil- 
itary action would be different if we 
were in the euro currency." Because: 
“Any economic sanction we incurred 
as a result of independent foreign and 
defence decisions would impact on 
others in Euroland." More than it does 
already? What twaddle! 

And it is, for all the yeflow stars, es- 
sentially the same twaddle, modified 
by history, that has been deployed 
against close relations with Europe, 
so disastrously, from the start of the 
EEC. But no island is an island. This 
is a big, dangerous interdependent 
world, in which speculation can ruin 
an economy almost overnight 

Even NewEurope admits that “a 
large single currency zone could 
bring advantages to its participants 
provided that over a period of decades, 
individual economies can remain in 
stable relationship with each other:" 
WeD. good, let's help build that rela- 
tionship then. 

But well have to do it over the 
protests of the frightened, conserva- 
tive people who have wielded power 
in tbe old world, and don't want it 
changed. Neweurope indeed. East 
Hampstead Association indeed. They 
take us for fools. 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

J Contrary to the claim of certain kinds of feminism, 
women above all are dishonoured." 

Dr Carmen 

Archbishop of Dublin, on contraception 

T hought for the Day 

“Let us consider the reason of the case. 

For nothing is law that is not reason." 

Sir John Poivdl, 

1 7th-century English judge 


SEX. POWER and intrigue still 
command attention. In the Wal- 
ters interview; Lewinsky at 
one point compares herself 
with Diana, Princess of Wales 
- another young woman whose 
4U eand affairs became grist in 
uie global media mill. Though 
Lewinsky acknowledges, ‘Tm 
no princess in a royal sense, 
there is more than a casual con- 
nection between them. The 
void Diana's death created on 
ma gayipo covers and tabloid 
TV programs could ^ very wril be 


occupied - at least for a while 
- by the duchess from Beverly 
Hills. 

Modesto Bee 

THERE'S A huge audience for 
Monica’s story stiff Indeed, 

maybe the upcoming interview 

and book tour will shed some 
sort of light on the true nature 
of her presidential servicings. 

But even a little of that will go 

a long way, and quickly go too 
far It is true that sometimes, 
only too much is enough. This, 


MONITOR 

ALL THE News of THE WORLD 
North American comment on Monica 
Lewinsky's interview with Barbara Walters 


however; is not one of them. 
USAlbdoy 

how does she talk? How does 
she compose herself? Is she 
realty the bimbo stalker as 


cfoararterised by President BID 
Cfratotfs sycophants? Or have 
tile spin doctors spunherchar- 
acter into somethfog that bears 
no resemblance to the woman 
on the television? And tomor- 


row? And the day after that... 
Ottawa Sun 

MONICA IS now being used by 
ABC to score huge ratings dur- 
ing the crucial “sweeps” peri- 
od. Their purpose in 
interviewing Monica is not to 
inform tbe American people, 
but to garner big ratings. Mon- 
ica does not need to say any- 
thing to the American peopfe 
We have had enough of Monica 
to last a lifetime. The only per- 
sons Monica needs to speak to 


are Hillary and Chelsea. She 
should apologise to them and 
then shut up. 

Star Telegram 

THE RECORD of former lovers 
of presidents converting fleet- 
ing infamy into long-term cap- 
ital is dismal, but who today will 
blame Ms Lewinsky for trying. 
But please, let it end. Spare us 
the re-runs, the sequels, tteAD- 
Monica-AD-the-Time late-night 
cable specials. 

Miami Herald 
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The Independent International, 
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subscription via air mail. Buy tbe 
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PANDORA 


WHICH IS London’s most 
bankable restaurant? Which 
chef would the metropolitan 
glitterati most want to come 
round and cater chez euxl A 
glittering dinner at the 
Berkeley in Mayfair this week 
provides pointers. 
Philanthropic types from the 
arts, politics, media and 
business gathered there to 
raise fundage for Leuka 2000. 
the Lord Mayor's Charity 
appeal. Guests at the £300- 
perplate jamboree - 
including Peter Blake. Ed 
Victor, Chris Patten, Nicola 
Horlick. Ainsley Harriot 
(pictured) and Julian Barnes 
- didn't know which of the 
stellar cooks on hand would 
cater their table until the 
cheTs card was plucked from 
a silver drum. Names in the 
frame included Albert Roux, 
the River Cate’s Ruth Rogers 
and Rose Gray, Shaun 
Gilmore of Vong. and Giorgio 
Locate hi of Zafferano. 

After the nosh, the auction: 
each foodmeister had offered 
his or her services for a 
private dinner for eight, to be 
auctioned among the 
glitterati. The top bid was for 
Marie Edwards, head chef of 
Nobu, the chic Japanese 
eatery attached to the 
Metropolitan Hotel. Hell be 
cooking for an anonymous 
bidder who forked out &L500 
for the pleasure. Philip 
Howard of The Square was in 
hot pursuit snaring £3£00. 
When all was said and drunk, 
the bash raised £120,000 for 
new leukaemia-treatment 
facilities at Hammersmith 
Hospital Is this doing good by 
eating well? 


by upscale couples heading 
for Splitsville: an American 
female disenchanted with her 
rich spouse registered his 
surname as an Internet 
domain name - and then sold 
it back to him through a third 
party. It's enough to make a 
lawyer blush. 


SCOTT CHISHOLM’S 
Scambusters slot on Talk 
Radio takes a harsh, Roger 
Cook-style stance against 
companies who have short- 
changed their customers. 
But one such stunt seems to 
have exploded in the Kelvin 
MacKenzie minion’s face. A 
surprised guest was 
recently invited on to the 
show at 50 minutes’ notice, 
necessitating an expensive 
10-mile white-knuckle taxi 
ride through rush-hour 
London. A Talk Radio 
employee reassured the 
jaw-for-hire that the cab’s 
cost would be added to the 
appearance fee. A few 
weeks later the guest 
received a cheque from the 
station for the princely sum 
of £5. To whom might one 
complain about such 
I cavalier treatment? 
Scambusters? 


THE PRODUCER pushing 
parliamentary ans.to watch 
Pour Carrier Bags and a 
Buggy, an advocacy video 
about teen pregnancy? One 
David Newborn. 




IS THIS The IndependeTifs 
youngest reader? Seven- 
year-old Nicholas Shakir, 
from Huddersfield, wrote in 
last week. The eagle-eyed 
Shakir noticed that his local 
football team was listed as 
lining up against Arsenal, 
when in fact Che Gunners 
were scheduled to play 
Derby. “I will write back." 
warns the precocious 
Shakir in a crisp PS, “if I 
see one more mistake." 
Mindful of onr younger 
readers' scrutiny, Pandora 
will immediately put her 
hands up to a glitch. A 
“Royal” mysteriously 
appeared yesterday where 
none was warranted: the 
bank getting into bed with 
questionable televangelist 
Pat Robinson is the Bank of 
Scotland. No Royal. No 
problem. And Master 
Shakir - no more 
chastisement, please. 


Contact Pandora by 
e-mail at pandora^ 
independent. 


JERRY HALL is slow-playuig 
her divorce from Mick J agger. 
Word is that she's trimmed 
her bold bid for half of his 
£100ra estate to a modest 
CiOm - and may eventually 
elect to stay hitched. Her 
sister's brush with cancer, 
say the usual suspects, has 
put Jaggcr's tomcatting into 
perspective. 

Meanwhile, here is the 
latest heinous tactic practised 
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Let’s hear it for Melvyn and Cilia 


THAT BERYL Bainbridge: what a 

Cantinn, what a tgasp, r ubbishing thp 

accent of Liverpool, which is where 
she comes from. Stirring it up, 
knowingly I'm sure, just as Ger- 
maine Greer does. Only Germaine 
takes tonges has more side turnings, 
uses longer words and more inter- 
esting references, but is just as potty. 

Beiyl gel rid of her Liverpool 
accent by taking elocution lessons, 
and has not looked back. Sorry 
beds. Joan Bakewefl didn’t take elo- 
cution lessons, but got shot off her 
Stockport accent once she hit Cam- 
bridge. Hard to believe when you 
hear those dulcet tones that Sue 
Lawley is a lass from Dudley. 

Strange how women of that gen- 
eration (fid poshen up. An inferior- 
ity complex or just wishing to 
conform and be accepted? Can’t 
think of any men of that generation 
who did anything similar- Melvyn 
Bragg, after a few diinks, can still 
sound like a lad from Wigton. John 
Birt has lost his overtly Liverpool 
accent, but is certainly not a posho. 
Alan Bennett still sounds Yorkshire 
and John Cole, Ulster. All of them, 
like Beryl, Joan and Sue, have pur- 
sued literary or media careers, 
without going posh 

Beryl is potty because today 







HUNTER 

DAVIES 

Beryl Bainbridge is 
potty because today 
there is no prejudice 
against a regional accent 


there is no prejudice against a 
regional accent The movement is 
the other way. In fact I wonder if 
John Peel has actually taken elo- 
cution lessons in Scouse. He's apub- 
lic school boy. Don’t tell me he 
hasn’t worked up that accent over 
the years. 

Prince Edward has dearly been 
taking Essex elocution lessons. 
He's not there yet but moving in that 
direction. It is now impossible to 
believe he is Prince Charles’s 


brother: The Queen Is probably 
appalled by how he sounds. I bet 
Beryl is as weH 

All the surveys show that today 
a Scottish accent is the most 
acceptable, followed by Geordie, 
Welsh and Irish. Bottom of the pack 
is Cockney, as they are still per- 
ceived as spivs. A Brum accent is 
thought to make you sound stupid. 
Scouse is also towards the bottom 
of desirable accents. 

Scots are so confident, so 

pleased, so proud of their accent that 

you rarely find changing it, 
except in the case of Malcolm 
Rifkind. His was more a case of 
strangulation than change. The 
Scots in the Cabinet today, such as 
Gordon Brown. Robin Cook and 
Donald Dewar, have remained 
unmistakably Scottish, apart from 
Derry Irvine who sold out years ago 
when be became a London lawyer; 
though if you listen hard, you can 
still hear bits. Hard to believe that 
Tony Blair was bom in Scotland, 
brought up by Scots, and went to a 
Scottish school. Bui then he doesn't 
pretend to be Scottish. He consid- 
ers himself English and Durham his 
hometown. 

I longed to have a Scottish accent, 
which both my parents had. We 


moved to Carlisle when I was young, 

so I ended up with a Carlisle accent, 

which is nothing really; at least not 
identifiable. Hold on. Just thought 
of a woman of that generation who 
hasn't changed her accent - Bea 
Campbell. Her accent has got more 
northern with the years. I don't 
remember her talking like that 

when she was a gel in Carlisle. 

When I came south in the Sixties 
and got a job on The Sunday Times, 
1 did feel prejudiced against It was 
all oak-panefled walls and everyone 

seemed to be southern and public 
school. I didn’t think of elocution 
lessons, just of leaving and going 
somewhere else. AD I seemed to do 


Wasnngupiieao&iH 

or bishops who couldn’t understand 
my a<v*>nt I once went to Italy to 
interview a famous En gli sh writer, 
so famous I've forgotten his name. 
The minute I arrived at his house 
in Lena, he said: “which school (fid 
you go to?" 

Then, suddenly in the mid-Sixties 
every thing changed. 1 never had to 
interview another Oxbridge bishop. 
I was able to write about the really, 
realty important people in Britain, 
such as Scousers who played gui- 
tars, scruffy Cockney photogra- 
phers who had never been to school 


and artists who talked about draw- 
ing as if it had an V in the middle. 

I remember once being up fora 
job with an Old Etonian of exactly 
my age and experience. 1 got it be- 
cause prejudice had moved foe 
other way. It was thought that a 
graminar school boy from the norfo 
must be somehow superior. 

filings have evened up today I 
like to think there is little prejudice 
atherway at least based on accents. 
Until Dear Beryl comes along stir- 
ring things up again. 

Not that it’s totally gone away 
Only this week I was personally at- 
tacked for being a northerner: The 
(Hails don't matter and the attacker 
was merely a second-rate novelist 
who went to a minor public school, 
but his form of ridicule was to caU. 
me "Oonter* and go on about how 
I enjoyed “faggots and mushy peas". 
I was amused, of course. Worrala^ 
as Cilia might say And also amused 
by BeryL Did you notice that having 
attacked accents she went home to 

watch EastEnders? 

I don’t actually watch it, bat 
some of my servants (to, and when 
I have chanced to walkthrough thefr 
firing room it seems to me the ac- 
ren ts in EastEnders are not London 
but Latvian. But I could be wrong: 


Every mixed race marriage 



is building a better Britain 


WE HAVE looked, for a good many 
days, at the poisonous worms of 
racism as the Lawrence inquiry 
team turned over the sofl. The cov- 
erage of this event has been un- 
precedented. Usually black issues 
have their small insignificant place 
in the scheme of things. Suddenly 
what happened to one young black 
man became a statement of who we 
are as a nation. 

The onty other event that pro- 
voked similar levels of engagement 
was the Satanic Verses saga. The 

white elite has never tried harder to 
understand how racism, crude as 
well as subtle, violent as well as pol- 
ite, is an abomination. 

But, as we Muslims say on the 
40th day of mourning a beloved, it is 
enough for now. We come out of our 
white mourning clothes, often go to 
the park, smell the flowers and re- 
mind ourselves that there is much 
beauty left in the world. 

There are many good stories to 
tell about how integration has oc- 
curred in spite of racism. In truth 
this real day-to-day integration has 
surpassed our understanding of it 
Look around. Trevor McDonald is 
the nation’s favourite newsreader. 
The other day I went to Soho’s Red 
Fort Indian restaurant and saw 
young English girls in velvet dress- 
es lost as they watched live classical 
Indian dancing. Round the corner; 
in Soho Spice, young, even anorexic 
trendies are eating Indian food as if 
it is suddenly cooL The Victoria & 
Albert Museum is putting on an 
exhibition of Sikh art, thanks to one 
of its curators. Dr Debbie Swallow, 
who is more passionately "Indian" 
than I shall ever be. 

But by far the biggest story is that 
this country has almost the highest 
rate of interracial relationships and 
number of young, mixed-race people 



YASMIN 

ajlibhai-Brown 


Lynchings, imprisonment 
and social exclusion will 
never stop individuals 
breaking racial barriers 


anywhere in the Western world. 
More than half of British-born black 
men have a white partner; as do a 
third of Asian men. The rates for 
black and Asian women are rising. 
And prominent people in mixed 
marriages include Mr McDonald 
himselt Michael Caine, Lenny 
Henry and Dawn French, Baroness 
Scotland. Lord Taylor; Benue Grant, 
Jemima Goldsmith, Salman 
Rushdie, Zeinab Badawl Madhur 
Jaffrey Sayeed Jaffrey Jung Chang, 
Frank Bruno, Ainsley Harriot, Shar- 
ron Davies, Oona King, Hanif 
Kureishl Sade. 

This is not true of the United 
States these days, though it was in 
the hea<ty days of the Sixties. A jour- 
nalist from The Washington Post 
who came to interview our family 
last year was astonished at this as- 
pect of British race relations, and 
equally surprised that we don’t sing 
about it as loudty as we should. Could 
you sing “Coffee Coloured People" 
or “Ebony and Ivory” and not blush? 
He had a point Getting any of the 


famous people listed above to talk 
about this is impossible, perhaps 
because there is a prevailing con- 
nivance of silence. 

Many white people don't wish to 
accept this reality because the Pow- 
ellite nightmare of a nation pollut- 
ing itself is still strong, if not often 
stated. A number ofblack, Asian and 
Jewish people are just as afraid. Fbr 
than it is the fear of cultural anni - 
hilati on- And the irony is that the 
more the fences are broken down by 
the irrepressible forces of lust and 
love, the less acceptance there 
seems to be of what is going on. We 
should have learnt by now that 
apartheid laws, lynchings, impris- 
onment torture and social ggffhisinn 
have never managed to stop indi- 
viduals breaking down the barriers 
of race, religion and culture. 

Read Titus Andronicus and you 
get the most modem debates on the 
identity of a mixed-race child. And 
in this country this has been going 
on since the l$th century In the 17th 
and 18th centuries fashionable rich 
ladies liked to have slaves as orna- 
ments, and Macklovers in theirbeds. 
One of these, Soubise from St Kitts, 
was adored by the Duchess of 
Queensberry and was the least of 
fashionable London. Sane of the ear- 
liest race riots in this country, at the 
start of the 20th century, were over 
the number of white women having 

spmifll relationships w ith hlapfrmgn 

In 1930 an official report said: 
“[Mixed race] families have a low 
standard of life, morally and econ- 
omically. It is practically impossible 
for half-caste children to be ab- 
sorbed into our industrial life." 

There wifl never be a speculative 
film made about what Queen Vict- 
oria realty did with her handsome 
Indian servant Abdul Karim, but she 
did have his portrait painted; their 




Dawn French and Lenny Henry on their wedding day - MSI 


letters were burnt by fusty officials 
after her death. In the Sixties, when 
free sex and false Indian gurus co- 
existed with rampant racism, mixed 
race relationships became the ob- 
session of the media and others. 

Last night I spent a glorious 
evening with Earl Cameron and 
Harry Baird, two black movie actors 
of that period- They talked about 
their roles in Sapphire, one of the 
first feature films about mixed-race 
relationships, and how “carefulty" 
the intimacy between the two lovers 
had to be presented, and how never- 
theless the audience left the cinema 
as if they had been at a funeral. 

Well it is not like that any more. 
Young mixed-race Britons are chal- 
lenging all those who would rather 
they did not exist They include the 
writer Jayne Ifekwunigwe, who has 
just written a marvellous book called 
Scattered Belongings, and stylish 
Chris Cleverly, the youngest bar- 
rister in this country with his own 


chambers, who cannot even under- 
stand my questions about the prob- 
lems of being half-English and half. 
African. His heritage has been, he' 
says, one of his biggest assets. - 

And this message is being passed : 

on to the third and fourth genera- . 
lions in the most unexpected places. 
Such as hard old Bermondsey. At toe 
Snowsfield primary school I saw 
some of the best teachers I have ever 
seen in toy fife, imparting to their toy - 
mixed-race pupils a proud sense nf 
who they were and how they belong 
to this country. As they wrestled 
loudty with the words of “Whata 
Wonderful Weald”, I thought bow tins 
scene would upset Enoch Powell and 
his acolytes -ft shows a far truer pic- 
ture of modern Britain than toe 
racist killing of a young black man. 


The writer’s documentary, ‘Be-* 
yond Black and White\wUl be 
broadcast on Radio 4 on Friday 
at Ham 
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6 IT IS, of course, espe- 
cially gratifying to be 
giving a lecture as part 
of the celebration of the 
150 years since the foundation 
of Bedford College, now an 
integral and integrated part of 
Royal Holloway 
So has it really been an 
age of e nligh tenment, the last 
150 years? 

I suppose that, for women, 
the time when ft seemed most 
obviously so was after the Sec- 
ond World Wan when equality 
of opportunity freedom from 
prejudice seemed almost ab- 
solute in the universities. Here, 
you must .realise, 1 speak auto- 
biographically, with my exper- 
ience drawn from Oxford. 

In Oxford at any rate there 
was, as far as 1 knew, no pre- 
judice against women, and 
though our colleges were aus- 
tere compared with the men's, 
ami we tried to emulate (for ex- 
ample by establishing wine 
cellars) as far as we were able, 
we lived the kind of intellectual 
life of which Elizabeth Garrett 
Anderson and her sister Dame 
Mfllicent Eawcett, and Emily 
Davies, founder of Girton, 
could only dream. 

Yet there still existed, just, 
a kind of collective memory of 


the struggles of the past In the 
college where I became a fel- 
low, St Hugh's, perhaps be- 
cause of a slightly rocky past, 
there were those who could re- 
mind us of our good fortune. 

I remember being thankful, 

when my first two children 
were born, that we had called 
them, for good family reasons, 

Kitty and Felix, since my el- 
derly colleagues could ask 
after them without embar- 
rassment as though they were 
cats, to the keeping of which 
many of them were devoted. 

Minor anxieties apart, I 
have no hesitation in saying 
that the {forties and Fifties 
constituted an age of enlight- 
emnent for everyone in the uni- 
versities. We were free to 
pursue knowiedge. 

So how is it now; 50 years on? . 
In many ways the pioneers 
would be pleased. Since 1989 
women have outperformed 
men at A-leveL The number of 
women going on to higher ed- 
ucation M-time increased, be- 
tween 1990 and 1995, by 66 per 
cent while toe number of men 
increased by only 50 per cent 

Yet I have to express some 
doubts and anxieties, not about 
women, but about higher educ- 
ation in general 



Podium 


Baroness 
warnock 
From the Fawcett 
Lecture delivered by 
the philosopher at 
Senate House, London 


In 1991 Douglas Hague, 
economist and once guru to 
Margaret Thatcher; published 
a pamphlet. Beyond Univer- 
sities: a New Republic of the 
Intellect. He argued that the 
current stage of economic de- 
velopment is strongty based on 
toe acquisition, analysis and 
transmission of information. 

Universities wifi find that 
they have to share or even give 
up their role as what he called 
Ihe “repositories of inform- 


ation.’' Instead, there will be 
increasing numbers of private 
co m panies set up specifically 
to collect, process and transmit 
information globally. This is 
what he calls the Knowledge 
Business. 

Universities will thus be by- 
passed both by students and by 
those in research. The Com- 
mittee otVlce-Chancellors and 
Principals has recognised the 
threat -posed by “for-profit 
providers of information", and 
noted that six companies, in- 
cluding Body Shop. British 
Aerospace and Pricewater- 
houseCoopers, have estab- 
lished or are about to establish 
corporate universities, inmost 
cases entirety online, and with 
degrees or certificates at the 
end of their courses. 

Can the universities, as 
teaching institutions or insti- 
tutions of research, compete 
wito such commercial compan- 
ies, which make up the “know- 
ledge business”? 

The threat lies in the belief 
that information is afi we need, 
or rather that “knowledge" 
and ‘information’' are inter- 
changeable concepts. “Inform- 
ation'’ is, of course, part of the 
voca bular y of cybernetics, and 
this vocabulary has entered 


into our lives with extraordin- 
ary rapidity. 

Many people think not only 
that the brain of an animal any 
animal is like a computes not f 

onty that many of its workings •i- 

can be modelled by a computet; - - 
but that it really is a computes 

Richard Dawkins, for ex- ■. 
ample, in The Blind Watch- • 
♦ncJcer, wrote: “Molecules of (j 
firing things are put together 
in much more complicated pat- 
terns than the molecules of .. 
non-living things, and this 
putting together is done fol- 
lowing programmes, sets of. 
instructions for how to devel- 
op, which the organisms carry 
round inside themselves. What .. 
lies at toe heart of every firing 
thing is not a fire, not warm 

breath, not a spark of life- R is • 

information, words, instruc- 
tions. .. to understand life, don’t 
think about vibrant, throbbing 
gels and oozes. Think alwift in- 
formation technology.” 

We should deliberately 
cultivate learning in its ok* 
sense, the sensein which ft w® 
identical with scholarship and 
was the result of dedication? 
and issued not in - 

information, but in A •. 
knowledge and j 
understanding. ■ w 
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Jan Morris 

Those gorilla-watchers 
paid a fearful penally not 
for rashness , but for 
courage and intelligence 


ONE SAD thing about the a ppalling 
events of this week in Uganda is the 
fact that they happened to the very 
best kind of travellers - the enter- 
prising kind, the travellers with a 
purpose, the travellers of imagin- 
ation who would rather we see gor- 
illas free in their own habitat than 
potter around a cruel zoo. 

It was always so, of course. The 
bolder the wanderers, the more dan- 
gerous their journeys are likely to 
be, and the more ready they are to 
take risks. In a society obsessed 
with safely in which a child may not 
climb a tree without an emergency 
harness or ride a kiddy-trike with- 
out a helmet, these are anachron- 
istic attitudes; but the truth is that 
travel has always been a hazardous 
business, in one degree or another; 
and to a brave minority of our citi- 
zens (thank God) the chance ofperil 
is an essential part of it 
The nation of wimps and grum- 
blers complains now that the For- 
eign Office neglected to warn the 
public about the dangers of travel- 
ling in Uganda. But nobody in their 
senses would suppose that a jour- 
ney into the darkest heart erf Africa, 
land of the Hutus and the Tutsis, 
where the Uganda of eac-President 
'Amin meets the Congo of ex-Pres- 
ident Mobutu, would be like a trip 
to Benidorm. Those gorilla-watch- 
ers, I have no doubt, weighed up die 
risks in their own minds, and paid 
a fearful penalty not for rashness, 
but for courage and intelligence. 

Can you imagine the great trav- 
ellers of the past waiting for a Trav- 
ellers’ Advisory from Whitehall, 
stfll less listening to warnings from 
the US State Department? Their 
colossal journeys of adventure and 
exploration, suross the Gobi Desert 
up the awful" Niger, into dread 
ravines and down nightmarish cav- 
erns, were undertaken in the very 
spirit of liberty, and were all too 
glikely to end in death, ignominy or 
^imprisonment in the rat-infested 
dungeons of malignant despots. 
Often they were undertaken in dir- 
ect conflict with restraining brn^ 
eaucracy; but what pale fimetionary 
could prevent a Gertrude Bell or an 
Isabella Bird from setting off on 
another hair-raising initiative? 

Mind you, few of those tremen- 
dous travellers took unnecessary 
risks. There were unavoidable risks 
enough. Then, as now you^ would be 



Nobotty would suppose that a journey into these hills on the Rwanda-Uganda border, lands of the Hutus and the Tutsis, would be like a trip to Benidorm 


a fool to travel anywhere without 
taking pains beforehand to learn as 
much as possible about your destin- 
ation. You could not learn much 
about the Vblley of Assassins in 
Freya Stark’s day. or about con- 
ditions In upper Dahomey in 
Richard Burton’s, but there is no 
country in the world nowadays 
where conditions go unreportei 
With or without official recommen- 
dations, we all know that travelling 
in Chechnya, say, or Kosovo, or 
Yemen, or Sierra Leone, or 
Afghanistan, or upper Burma, is 
unlikely to be a bed of roses. Fbr 
some, that’s all the more reason for 
going there; for the rest, better go 
to Tenerife. 

And who knows, even in Ttener- 
ife there may be mad camels on the 
run. Not even compulsory travel in- 
surance can protect us against 
every hazard; not even the most im- 


pressively multilingual tour guide 
can stave off every tout 

It is up to travellers themselves 
to use their common sense, and 
thefrprivflege of choice. If they want 
to enjoy the splendid frisson of a 
skulk through the kasbah, well and 
good. If they are not the skulking 
kind, let them join the rest of the 
group at teatime; at least when poor 
Mr Rowbotham returns from the 
souk, ripped-off and resentful, they 
will have the pleasure of saying 
‘‘Well, you were warned...” 

Health warnings, safety warn- 
ings, Government warnings, med- 
ical warnings, warnings from park 
wardens and policemen and tour 
guides and counsellors - contem- 
porary Britain fives in a state ofhav- 
ing-been- warned. In my view we 
should be subject only to our own 
warnings. If, having been alerted to 
the disadvantages of tobacco or beef 


on tiie bone, we decide to ignore the 
advice, that is our own business; and 
similarly m travel it is our own good 
sense and instinct that we should 
obey or disobey. 

Good sense should surely tell us 
not to flaunt our wealth amid 
poverty, or to wave flags or to shout 
slogans amid other patriotisms, or 
get into ideological arguments in the 
blaze of tropical suns. 

Instinct awakens us to signs 
from which even the boldest trav- 
eller usually finds it best to back 
away; the indefinable murmuring 
sense of threat for instance, like the 
first hint of thunder: that heralds the 
start ofariot or the feefing that your 
movements are being monitored by 
young men on motorbikes, or a 
sudden inexplicable profusion of 
policemen on the street or the 
clatter of shop shutters dropping 
long before closing-time, or an 


abrupt rushing of black cars 
through a city hooting their horns. 

Such are intimations of danger 
that everyone can sense; unless 
there is some powerful professional 
or political reason for hanging 
around - to stand in defiance in front 
of a tank, say or to get your report 
on to the nine o’clock news - even 
a Gertrude Bell or a Charles 
Stoddard of The Great Game (who 
ended up in a pit at Bokhara full of 
reptiles and decomposing matter) 
might then find it best to get the hell 
out of there.- 

But if at that moment an official 
from the Embassy were to tap Ms 
Bell or Colonel Stoddard on the 
shoulder and issued a Travel Advi- 
sory, I bet you that in a trice those 
two bravehearts would be off into 
the thick of things. It is in the 
nature of a free spirit to resent 
interference, however well- 


intentioned, but in the Britain of 
today official interference is not 
merely welcomed, it is positively 
demanded. 

What does that say about the sur- 
vival of liberty? The cloudily pow- 
erful protective classes - the 
wardens and the counsellors and 
the experts, encouraged by molly- 
coddling back-benchers and colum- 
nists, conspire to make us ever less 
self-reliant. How long will it be, I 
wcmdei; before Travel Advisories are 
made mandatory and we are al- 
lowed to go only where officialdom 
thinks it’s safe, or where there is no 
smoking? The best citizens, like the 
best travellers, are the free of spirit, 
the rebels, the outsiders, the tort 
who go to see gorillas in Uganda. 

The only warning they need is a 
warning as old as travel itself (and 
life too, for that matter): caveat 
viator -let the traveller watch out! 
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A Belfast pastor 
replies to remarks 
about God by 
Karen Armstrong, 
a former nun, in 
a recent interview 

KAREN ARMSTRONG in her 
interview with Paul Vallely 
claimed that the God of hist- 
ory died for ever in Auschwitz. 
This theme of the death of God 
was raised by the Nobel prize- 
winning Jewish writer Elie 
Wiese! in his book Night, a 
hauntingly moving account of 
an experience he had as a 14- 
year-old boy in Auschwitz. 
The guards first tortured and 
then hanged a young boy. Just 
before the han ging Elie heard 
someone whisper “Where is 
God? Where is he?" 

Thousands of prisoners had 
been forced to watch the hang- 
ing. Behind him Elie heard the 
same voice ask. “Where is 
God now?” Elie then states, “I 
heard a voice within me ans- 
wer him : ‘Where is he? Here 
He is. He is hanging here on 
this gallows.'" 

Elie spoke better than he 
knew. The whole Judaeo- 
Christian position has always 
been that God is not immune 
to pain. Is it not written that 
in the early days of Israel's 
frightening bondage in Egypt, 
*in all their distress he too was 
distressed"? The Christian 
position has always been that 
Christ is primarily known as 
the “Man of Sorrows”. 

Whatever view is taken of 
the Christian position, it can- 
not be denied that its historic 
and central message is God on 
a cross. In a world filled with 
suffering, how could we wor- 
ship a God who is immune to 
it? The cross of Christ is God's 
only self-justification in a 
world such as ours: As Edward 
Shxletto wrote, when shat- 
tered by the carnage of the 
First World War “But to our 
wounds only God's wounds 
can speak and not a god has 
wounds but Thou alone ” 

His suffering makes ours 
more manageable. This is the 
God of history and the Chris- 
tian message is not that He 
died at Auschwitz but that He 
died at Calvary and, at Easter; 
millions celebrate His 
Resurrection. 


The profits of boom and doom 


.‘ViPLAY THE computer game Sim City 
and, as a benevolent dictator cre a ti n g 
a town, you can raise funds two ways: 
either tax the citizens, or issue a 
bond. If you tax your residents too 
heavily, some will leave town; but 
issue too many bonds, and you find 
that the amount of taxes needed to pay 

off the interest explodes -your city will 

swiftly empty and crumble 

The creators of the software obvi- 
ously share the Peter Warburton view 
of debt His preface to his book advises 

readers to pay off all their loans and 
mortgages, and his conclusion urges 
them to spread their savings and in- 
vestments around to safeguard 
against the bank failures he confidently 
predicts will take place this year. In- 
deed, he urges the Government to run 
an advertising campaign with the slo- 
gan; “Lost your home in *89? Don’t lose 
your shirt in ’99." That, and plan for 
urgency powers to maintain pub- 
: order in the wake of catastrophic 
financial failures. 

Unlike many books warning of im- 
pending catastrophe and the collapse 
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DEBT AND DELUSION: CENTRAL BANK 
FOLLIES THAT THREATEN 
ECONOMIC DISASTER 

BY PETER WARBURTON. 

ALLEN LANE/PENGUIN PRESS. £20 


of capitalism. Debt and Delusion has 
the great merit of being written by an 
economist It contains evidence and ar- 
gument rather than relying on breath- 
less prose alone. Peter Wkrbuton is a 
prominent City pundit and has worked 
in the City since 1975. So when some- 
body like this warns that the stock- 
market is massively overvalued and 
banks have lent ludicrously large 

amounts to uncreffitworthy borrowers, 

it would be silly not to pay attention. 

The basic argument is actually 
very familiar. It is that increasing fi- 
nancial sophistication, particularly in 
the use of derivatives, has obscured 
excessive risk-taking. The bottom line 
is that government, corporate and per- 
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THURSDAY POEM 

SKYLARK FEVER 

BY PHILIP CALLOW 


1 miss only this: 
the bare skylark field 
where we used to walk 

under huge skies 
towards the stream of wheels 
buzzing downhill 

High overhead 


a glad speck 
showering us with jpv 

fine thread 

the high bubbling 
of a lost spring 

waking us 
to what we are 


. „ , .... mttprtion ‘Nightshade and Morning Glory', is 

Philip Callows ne ^ Press. 2 A Aireville Road. Frlzlnghall, 

published at £5.95 by wH . 


sonal indebtedness has grown un- 
sustainably since the mid-1980s. The 
longer it takes before the reckoning 
comes, the more cataclysmic the 
shock to the financial system will be. 

Now derivatives - those odd things 
that nobody outside the financial mar- 
kets, and very few inside, really un- 
derstand - have often been blamed for 
cataclysm and crisis. They brought 
down Barings Bank and bankrupted 
Orange County, California. They have 
inspired jolty books with self-ex- 
planatory titles like F1A.S.C.O. and 
Apocalypse Roulette. Because deriv- 
atives are essentialty rearrangements 
of shares and bonds, they can be 
either more or less risty than the un- 
derlying investments; and the pre- 
sumption is that, because they are 
harder to understand, they are there- 
fore risMen 

As Warburton puts it “When the 
next global bear market in equities 
and bonds arrives, the unwinding of 
highly geared derivatives positions 
wifi trigger financial explosions in 
every comer of the developed^ world.” 
Trtraslationrwhen share prices every- 
where Start falling, financial institu- 
tions will make buge losses on the 
large-scale bets they have placed via 
derivatives using borrowed money. 
Some banks win fail, causing panic 
and calamity among ordinary people 
who wouldn’t know a derivative from 
a digestive biscuit 

The trouble with doom and gloom 
like tins is that it makes such extreme 
claims. Logically, it could be right but 
it is hard to know what odds to put on 



Alan Greenspan of the US’s Federal Reserve Bank 


Reuters 


it Last summer saw a world financial 
crisis when, after a year of turmoil in . 
Asia, Russia defaulted on its foreign 
borrowing. This set off a chain of fi- 
nancial reactions that bankrupted 
Long Term Capital Management, a 
speculative investment fund. Bar- 
days was one ofthe banks that had in- 
vested its- our- money in LTCM. For 
a while, some bits of the financial mar- 
kets stopped functioning altogether it 
was not possible for sellers of sane in- 
vestments to find buyers at any price. 

Yet, while the crisis made dear the 
depth of the abyss at whose brink the 
financial system tottered, the plunge 
into chaos never came. The central 
banks blamed in this book for their 
foolish tolerance of financial gam- 
bling managed to stabilise within a few 
weeks what was dearly the most se- 
rious crisis the system has faced for 
a generation. I find this rather cheer- 
ing, but it obviously alarms Peter 


Whrburton. He is not so confident they 
could carry on sorting out the prob- 
lems a Wall Street crash would cause. 

There is a good parallel in the Mil- 
lennium Bug problem. It is a bit 
alarmist to bdfieve that computers will 
fail catastrophically when the dock 
ticks past midnight on 31 December 
But, on the other hand, there is no 
harm in not being airborne at the time 
and in stocking up on a few extra can- 
dles just in case, likewise, a worldwide 
financial meltdown is pretty unlikely, 
but there is no harm in arranging one’s 
affairs to cope with one, should it occur 

Readers mig ht, like to know, there- 
fore, that the maximum amount in a 
bank or buMng society account pro- 
tected by the government’s deposit 
protectum scheme is 90 per cent of 
20,000 euros (or about £13,800). Oh yes, 
and the value of shares can go down 
as well as up. 

DIANE COYLE 




From the exhilaration of Alton Towers, 
to the beautiful Peak District and from 
the world famous ‘ Potteries’ to 
delightful Stately Homes, Gardens and 
Market Towns, Staffordshire is packed 
with great holiday ideas. 

For your free brochure 
with discount cheques 
worth up to C 200 
return the coupon or call us now on 
0990 OO 44 44 
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Dusty Springfield 


DUSTY SPRINGFIELD was one of the 
finest singers to emerge from the 
froth and bubble erf the Swinging Six- 
ties. in many ways she epitomised 
the sound and style of the era Yet 
her unique voice, powerful sensual 
and rich in passion, had a timeless 
quality that has proved appealing to 
new generations of fans. 

. A contemporary of Sandie Shaw, 
CiDa Black and Luiu, Springfield was 
determined to elevate the craft of 
pop singing by careful choice of ma- 
terial Her affinity for soul music en- 
abled her to imbue her own singing 
with its values, without resorting to 
mere shouting and screaming. She 
admired the great American per- 
formers like Aretha Franklin and 
Gladys Knight and was selflessly 
keen to promote their work. How- 
ever Dusty Springfield, more than 
the other girls who put their stamp 
on the Sixties, had a unique power 
and maturity This enabled her to 
interpret songs by composers 
like Burt Bacharach and Carol 
King with such force they became 
definitive versions. 

Even now you only have to men- 
tion songs like “I Only Want To Be 
With You”, “I Just Don't Know What 
To Do With Myself” and “You Don't 
Have Tb Say You Love Me" and 
it's possible to hear Dusty's voice, 
sometimes strident, sometimes del- 
icate. her character imprinted on 
every note. 

Dusty with her blond beehive 
hair-dos and heavy “Panda*’ eye 
make-up was an instantly recog- 
nisable celebrity; an icon of the 
black-and-white Sixties. Yet many 
saw this image as a mask to conceal 
an awkward, insecure woman who 
needed to be reassured In fact she 
was quite capable of defending her- 
self, as critics and detractors soon 
found When interviewed in Music 
Maker magazine in 1966 she was de- 
scribed as Britain's most powerful 
answer to the soul sound then 
sweeping the nation. “Dusty is that 
rare bird - a singer who knows music 
well a singer who has to believe in 
a song before recording it A singer 
with soul Her reputation in music 
circles can be summarised in three 
words: ‘Anything WONT do!' " 

It was Springfield’s determination 
to extract high standards from her 
backing musicians, and to brook no 
nonsense or interference from pro- 
moters - and occasionally waiters in 
restaurants - that earned her noto- 
riety as a “troublemaker". When 
cakes and drinks went flying at pop 
parties and awards ceremonies, it was 
usually Dusty getting stuck into the 
mayhem with an enthusiasm that 
would have won approval from Oasis. 

She hit the front page of the 
Da% Mirror when she threw a cake 
at a waiter whose manner she didn't 
like, at the Melody Maker Poll 
Awards. But her pranks were usu- 
ally good-humoured like her abili- 
ty to mimic her favourite radio 
comics the Goons. 

The combination of high spirits 
and high ideals made hep good com- 
pany and good copy. Dusty Spring- 
field was hardly ever out of the 


headlines during her six years at the 
top and she seemed destined to be- 
come one of the great perennial per- 
formers. This made her slow fade 
into obscurity during the Seventies 
all the more distressing. There were 
some signs of a revival in her for- 
tunes, but the glory days were over 
She was barn Mary O’Brien, in 
Hampstead north London, in 1939. 
She and her elder brother Dion 
began singing together as children 
in their parents' garage, where they 
made their earliest tape record- 
ings. When Mary left school she car- 
ried on singing harmonies with her 
brother; who bad began performing 
at local folk dubs. 

In 1957 the pair gained further ex- 
perience singing at Butlin’s holiday 
camps. Mary later joined a vocal 
group, the Lana Sisters, who made 
some records and backed the singer 
A1 Saxon. In 1959 she returned to 
work with Dion who had in the 
meantime teamed up with Tim Fidd 
A pleasant spring day and Tim's 
surname inspired a suitable name 
for the new trio - the Springs elds. 
It seemed opportune to adopt stage 
names. Dion became Tom Spring- 
field and Mary was now Dusty 
Springfield The group became very 


You only have to 
mention songs 
like T Just Don't 
Know What To 
Do With Myself ' 
and You Don't 
Have To Say You 
Love Me' and you 
can hear her voice , 
her character 
imprinted on 
every note 


popular on the dub circuit with 
their folk-tinged style and in 1961 
were signed to Philips Records. 

The Springfidds had Tbp Five hits 
with “Island of Dreams" (1962) and 
“Sayl Wont Be There" (1963). They 
also eqjoyed American success with 
"Silver Threads and Golden Nee- 
dles" which got to No 20 in Sep- 
tember 1962 and went straight to No 
1 in Australia. The Springfields thus 
spearheaded the so-called “British 
Invasion" before the Beatles. In 
July 1963 they bad their last hit with 
“Come On Home" which peaked at 
No 31. The group broke up in Sep- 
tember 1963 after a farewell show at 
the London Palladium. 

In the aftermath Torn Springfield 
concentrated on writing while Dusty 
launched her solo career in fine style 
with “I Only Want To Be With You" 


by Ivor Raymonde and Mike Hawk- 
er It went straight to No 4 in the UK 
in January 1964 and No 12 in the US. 

In a burst of activity Springfield 
recorded her first solo album, went 
on tour with bands like the 
Searchers and the Ifemeloes, and 
then collapsed from overwork. But 
artists lived or died by issuing a 
steady stream of singles. HerfoDow- 
up, “Stay Awhile", came out in Feb- 
ruary and got to No 13 in the UK 
Then came a trip to the US to appear 
on The Ed Sullivan Show. Her 
debut album, A Girl Called Dusty, 
appeared in April 1964. One of the 
tracks was “WLihiif and Hopin’ ”, her 
next US hit, which got to No 6. Her 
next UK smash was “I Just Don’t 
Know What Do With Myself”, fol- 
lowed by “Losing You” which was 
written by Tom Springfield. 

FTorn 1965 to 1968 Dusty Spring- 
field was rarely out of the charts. On 
Tn the Middle of Nowhere", she was 
backed by Doris Hry and Alan Price. 
After “Some of Your Lovin’ ” and 
“Little By Little” came “Ybu Don’t 
Have To Say Ybu Love Me", her 
biggest hit, which sold a million and 
got to No 1 in March 1966. An Ital- 
ian ballad with English lyrics, it was 
revived by Elvis Presley in 1970. 

Springfield never had another 
chart topper, but many more fine 
performances followed, including 
“Going Back", "All I See Is You” 
(1966), TH Try Anything", "Give Me 
Time" (1967) and “I Close My Eyes 
and Count To Ten" (1968). 

She seemed to be enjoying her 
success. But periodic dust-ups hit 
the headlines. In December 1964 she 
was invited to tour South Africa. Al- 
though dearly against apartheid, she 
agreed to go, but refused to perform 
before segregated audiences. In the 
row that ensued she was deported 
back to Britain. This drew some crit- 
icism from British showbiz artists in- 
cluding Derek Nimmo, who felt that 
Springfield was needlessly offending 
prospective employers. She offered 
them only a sharp rebuke, later 
describing Nimmo as “a prat". 

In 1965 she appeared on the 
Royal Variety Show and headlined 
her own UK tour as well as em- 
barking on a ceaseless round of 
cabaret, dub and television shows. 
Occasionally she blew her top. The 
journalist Keith Altham recalled 
meeting Springfield for an interview 
at ITVs Ready, Steady Go! studio: 



ing wrong and I refuse to invent a 
relationship to appease people." 

By qow her health was poor and 
she suffered from depression. Mov- 
ing to Los Angeles, she spent more 
time campaigning for animal rights? 
than recording. She bought a house 
on Laurel Canyon and tried to fit into 
the suburban scene. “It was sort of 
nouveau riche," said Springfield 
“The trouble was - 1 was not very 
nouveUe and not very riche ” 

In 1973 she signed with ABC-: 
n imhin and recorded her eighth 
album. Cameo, and released the 
singles “Who Gets Your Love” and 
“Learn To Say Goodbye". They 

weren’t a success. “I felt totally alien 
in Los Angeles,” she said, “I wasn't 
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proud of the sounds coming from my 
throat I didn't think I could tefl what 
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things started to go wrong, I got de- 
pressed and lost a couple of years." 

Between 1974 and 1977 she did no 
recording at all and began to drink 
heavily. Then she took a grip ami. 


Springfield: an icon of the black-and-white Sixties 


Pictorial 


She had three wigs for different occa- 
sions. Wig Number Oue was called Cilia, 
Number Twn was Lulu and Number 
Three was Sandie. I found her tossing 
one of the wigs all around the dressing 
room. I said. -Hi Dusty, am I interrupt- 
ing something?’' She said: “Tm just giv- 
ing Cilia a good kicking!” The odd thing 
was you wouldnT recognise Dusty with- 
out her wigs, false eyelashes and make- 
up. 1 think that was a kind of mask that 
helped give her confidence. 


Buddy’s. She climbed a ladder outside 
the theatre to alter the sign. He called 
her a name and she whacked him one! 


However Springfield wasn’t afraid 
of Buddy Rich, the tough-talking 
American jazz drummer who 
insulted her when thqy appeared on 
a show together in New York. 
Altham remembered: 


Springfield, says Altham, had a 
vulnerable, childlike quality: 

She was rather like Marilyn Monroe in 
that sense. She was quite bumble about 
her singing and really didn’t think she 
was any good. But of all the Sixties girls 
she was the best and bad a very special 
talent She later led a rather lonely iso- 
lated existence and I thought it was a big 
mistake to duck oat of the public eve 
when she went to live in America. She 
just seemed to lose aO her confidence. 


There was a row about the billing. She 
wanted her name to be the same aze as 


Springfield toured the world in 
1967 performing in cabaret in Lon- 
don, New York, Australia and Japan. 
That same year her third alhum, 
Where Am 1 Going, included ver- 
sions of Bobby Hebb’s “Sunny” and 
Aretha Franklin’s “Don’t Let Me 


Lose This Dream”. She was voted 
Best Fbmale Vocalist m the New Mu- 
sical Eipress annual awards for five 
successive years, and she was given 
her own BBC television show on 
which she cheerfully introduced 
such favoured guests as Jimi Hen- 
drix, Tina Turner and Scott Walker 
In 1968 she switched from Philips 
to Atlantic Records and in Septem- 
ber cut an album in Memphis . Using 
American musicians, Springfield 
found the funky backing sound she 
had always wanted. These sessions 
produced the celebrated Dusty In 
Memphis album which featured 
tunes by Randy Newman, Goffin & 
King and Bacharach-David. It also 
included the last of ha* big hits, “Son 
ofa Preacher Man". Released in De- 
cember 1968, it got to No 9 in the UK 


and No 10 in the US. Many years 
later the song was featured on the 
soundtrack to the 1994 Tarantino 
movie Pulp Fiction. 

Springfield relocated to America 
in 1970 and thereafter recorded 
only sporadically and received 
practically no recognition in Britain. 
An interview she gave to the Lon- 
don Evening Standard in 1975, in 
which she hinted at her sexual 
orientation, resulted in a cooling of 
popularity at home. Certainly she 
found the intrusion into her private 
life unpleasant 

She said later. “I have been ex- 
tremely hurt by people saying things 
about me. I bare a certain pride in 
myself as a woman and it upsets my 
femininity Icarft stand to be Brought 
of as a big buteh lady- rre done noth- 


even took singing lessons. Howev- 
er “comebacks" in the late Seven- . 
ties and early Eighties failed to 
take off. She needed a kick start to 
her career. Help came from an un- 
likely source. In 1987 she was invit- 
ed to London record with the Pet 
Shop Boys. The result was her first ■ 
chart appearance m years when she 
guested with Neil Tennant and Chris 
Lowe on their single “What Have I 
Done To Deserve This?" a No 2 hit 
in both the UK and the US. “That 
-was a watershed in my life,” she said. 

Springfield hadn’t known who 
the Pet Shop Boys were but liked 
their “West End Girls” when she 

heard ft on the radio. She didn’t know 

quite what the group wanted, but 
T Vmnant explained they just wanted 
to hear that husky hreaffiy voice. She . 
la te r i re nfc on to record “Nothin g Has 
Been Proved", the Pet Shop Boys’ 
theme tune to the 1989 movie Scan- - 
doi -farwhich Springfield made her. 
first promo video. 

Springfield now came back from 
California to fire in England with her 
cat, Nicholas. Her return was cele- 
brated with a BBC biography Dusty, 
screened in May 1994. Anew album, 
A Very Pine Love, was released in 
1995 and showed her singing as well 
as even Then, just after she had com- 
pleted reconfing, she was diagnosed 
as suffering from breast cancer and 
she had to undergo chemotherapy 
at the Royal Marsden Hospital- She 
said: “I remember crying, thinking 
I haven’t got time to be HI" 

In Ftelxiiary 1998 she suffered a re- 
currence ofbreastcancec Her iDness 
turned out to be “a learning curve", 
she said. “Ifs a long time since 
being a star was the most important 
thing to me. I dntft need to be adored, 
to hear that applause. If I never 
heard it again, I would stffl be fine" 
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Mary Isabel Catherine Bernadette 
O’Brien (Dusty Springfield), 
singer, bom London 16 April 1939; 
OBE 1999; died Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire 2 March 1999. 


Professor Allan Maccoll 


ALLAN MACCOLL was a distin- 
guished academic well-known for 
his applications of physics to chem- 
ical problems. He was an Aus- 
tralian who spent over 50 years or 
his working life in London. 

His chief scientific legacy comes 
from the Fifties and Sixties, when he 
established the surprising fact that 
in chemical reactions in gases in 
which one component of a molecule 
is eliminated there can be on 
intermediate stage in which the 
separation of electrical charges is 
important. He enlarged our under- 
standing of chemical processes in 
gases into a comprehensive scheme 
that is largely unchallenged after 40 
years. His work adds to the funda- 
mental basis of knowledge from 
which technological advances arise. 

Maccoll was born in Edinburgh in 

19H His family migrated to Aus- 
tralia when he was eight They lived 
in the Sydney seaside suburb of 
Manly with its famous beaches and 
outdoor opportunities. He became a 
weekend surf lifasaver and repre- 
sented Sydney University in water 
polo. Throughout his life he re- 
mained unmistakably Australian; 
he was gregarious, robust, genial 
and a bon viveur. He graduated 
from Sydney with first class de- 
grees in Mathematics and Chem- 
istry and was appointed lecturer 
there as a very young man. 

After the Second World War he 
was one of the first winners of the 
ICI and Turner and Newall Re- 
search Fellowships awarded to 
overseas students for postgraduate 
research. At this time there were 
no PhD programmes in Australia, 
and graduate students almost with- 
out exception were attracted to 
Britain. He arrived in 1945 with his 
wife Margaret, an economist, and 
joined Sir Christopher Ingold, one 
of the greatest chemists of the 
century, in his laboratories in 
University College London. 



Maccoll: 50 years at UCL 


Allan Maccoll liked to tell of his 
reception in London. The illustrious 

and fully occupied Professor Ingold 
took immediate personal charge of 
the new boy, showing him the worst 
and the best of what there was left 
of the college after the 1941 bomb- 
ings - the space where Physics had 
been, the near-destroyed library', 
the dreary and Hi-maintained De- 
partment of Chemistry, and finally, 
with pride, the genius loci the auto- 
icon of Jeremy Benffiam, seen as the 
founding father of the university The 
tour concluded with a glass of 
exceedingly weak post-war ale. 

Maccoll’s quality’ was quickly 
recognised soon after completing 
his PhD he was appointed to the 
teaching staff and became the leader 
of the group of young chemists 
whom Ingold selected to restore the 
departmental research effort after 
a disruptive move to Aberystwyth 
and Bangor during the war. He rose 
through the academic grades, be- 
coming professor in 1963. He spent 
his entire career in London at UCL. 
He was active in college and uni- 
versity affairs, serving on the Sen- 
ate and Academic Council of the 
university in the years 1965-74. 


He had taken to University Col- 
lege a research project stemming 
from his first work in Sydney with 
Thomas Iredale. It was to study the 
speed of a class of chemical reac- 
tions taking place in gases. Visitors 
to the laboratory he now set up saw 
a formidable apparatus spread 
across an entire laboratory walL An 
enthusiastic Maccoll explained that 
It was centred on a reaction vessel 
containing the target gas. This ves- 
sel was joined to a complex array of 
glass tubing that allowed gases to be 
fed in and drawn out and the pres- 
sure measured. The construction 
was itself a technical feat of glass- 
blowing that few could have managed. 
Conclusions were built on large 
numbers of precise measurements 
of reaction rates made over months. 

Following indications that were at 
first tenuous, then more and more 
inescapable, Maccoll showed that, 
against all received wisdom, some 
well-known reactions involved 
pulling apart electrical charges, and 
he developed a unified theory that 
brought together reactions in the gas 
and in solution in a single explana- 
tory framework. It has proved a 
durable accomplishment 

Maccoll was one of the first in 
Britain to exploit the mass spec- 
trometerm organic chemistry In the 
mass spectrometer molecules are 
hit ty fast electrons, 'typically they 
become positively charged and 
break into fragments. The frag- 
ments are spread into a spectrum 
according to their masses and elec- 
tric charges and can be identified. 

His central purpose was to find 
the steps the original molecule took 
in its passage to the final frag- 
ments. He worked with instrument 
manufacturers in solving the tech- 
nical problems of getting low- 
energy electron beams of precisely 
defined energy, doing less damage- 
to the molecules and making easi- 
er the detective work of relating 


fragments to original targets. He 
thus illuminated fragmentation 
processes in broad classes of mol- 
ecules. The achievement was recog- 
nised by tee award in 1989 of the first 
Aston medal of the British Mass 
Spectrometry Society. 

Maccoll’s influence on mass 
spectrometry was great He was the 
founding editor of the journal Or- 
ganic Mass Spectrometry , which 
was of high importance in turning 
mass spectrometry from a poorly 
understood analytical art into a 
soundly based discipline, hi the Six- 
ties and Seventies he rarely missed 
a conference; his mastery of the 
subject and his gently phrased but 
incisive comments were looked for 
and respected. 

He had many research students 
from developing countries and was 
sensitive and sympathetic to their 
problems of science education. He 
took the opportunity given by Lon- 
don University’s scheme of Special 
Relationship to lecture in Ibadan, 
Ghana, Make re re, Nairobi Dar es 
Salaam and Rhodesia, and for the 
British Council in countries of East- 
ern Europe, Chile and Venezuela. 

Allan Maccoll made his contri- 
bution to chemistry through the 
originality of his research, but those 
who were lucky enough to have 
been his colleagues and his friends 
will remember him for his generous 
spirit bonhomie and loyalty, and 
for his pride in and devotion to the 
institution he served. 


DAVID CRAIG 


Allan MaccaU, physical chemist 
bom Edinburgh 25 July 1914; Lec- 
turer in Chemistry, University 
College London 1947-53, Reader 
1953-53, Professor of Chemistry 
1963-81 (Emeritus); Editor-in- 
Chief. Organic Mass Spectrometry 
J969-3I,- married 1940 Margaret 
Riley (tm daughters); died 
Claygate. Surrey 16 February 1999. 


John Casson 


JOHN CASSON, like most writers, al- 
ways needed a day job. The art is to 
find employment compatible with 
your off-duty vision. After various at- 
tempts, including a stint as a fountain- 
pen salesman, he found his niche in 
the quondam BBC World Service 
newsroom at Bush House. “Day job", 
given the shift system, infect involved 
evenings, and sometimes nights. 

Around this routine, for some 22 
years, the 6ft 5in son of a Rotherbithe 
docker built a quiet, modest life in 
different parts of London, mainly 
south of the riven On his days off or 
before coming into work for a late 
shift, he wrote his radio plays, some 
of which were broadcast on Radio 4. 

It is only a slight exaggeration to 
say that his entire writing life in- 
volved radio plays, a medium which, 
as Samuel Beckett and tee pre- 
television Goons well understood, ho- 
nours the imagination as no other. 
Casson had one play performed in 
a pub theatre but the retinal aspect 
took away from tee absolute sim- 
plicity and poetical purity of his 
aural imaginings. 

Casson's plays never had more 
than three or four characters and 
usualty deployed south London vil- 



Casson: one move ahead 


lains, boxers, tipsters and other 
working-class types. Menace, be- 
trayal disappointment, grief, com- 
munication failure, survival: these 
were his themes. 

In Strawberry and VardUa, his 
last play (inexplicably turned down 
by Radio 4), an old Jewish couple are 
at the beach on holiday. He sent me 
this play a new departure in terms 
of language register for comment, 
and we had an instructive discussion 
about his use of Yi ddish inversions 
in English. Not until the very end of 
tee play does tee old wife admit to 
her husband that she has cancer. 

Casson wrote the play before he 
discovered his own lung cancer “The 
bastard,” he called it, and his friends 
and partner Lesley, a diminutive 
photographer (mind you, even his 
six-foot friends were diminutive be- 
side him) were privileged to witness 
his brave but ultimately unavailing 
struggle against a heavyweight op- 
ponent without gloves. 

He was a radio playwright pure 
and simple. Nor were there any 
satellite activities such as book re- 
viewing, translation, art criticism, 
obituaries: nothing but his art, his 
private life and his day job. Casson 
was not a journalist in the newsroom. 
He started out as a typist, and then 
progressed to shift-leader typist or 
“clerk", ending up as the news- 
room manager, a sergeant-major 
figure between the service staff 
and tee journalists, and between tee 
journalists and tee management 

His performance on tee (fay job 
was a class act, an art form. Con- 
noisseurs of how to get through the 
day in an office when you would 

rather be at home writing plays -ob- 
served a man who did his assign e d 
tasks well above the level of com- 
petence required but whose every 
word, every inflection, every move- 
ment, was an implicit and enter- 
taining critique of his situation. 

He would tease his interlocutor 


and himself fay playing at being 
himself, hy playing hlTTlS *^! Ip gfffe ct 
this quintessential member of the 
support staff had the leading role in 
one of his own pfays, wiffiseniarjour- 
nalists and presenters as walk-on 
parts as well as audience. 

Something else, too, was going cm 
big John was (unconsciously?) re- 
hearsing speech rhythms and re- 
actions, in order to recycle them in 
his plays. At the same time the con- 
summate manufacturer of highly in- 
flected rhythmic speech could not 
but deploy his artistic skiffs in daily 
life, and in this he had an advantage 
over newsroom poets, novelists, 
painters and other “double-lifers" in 
the pre-Birt newsroom. 

like the painter of Las Meninas 
in tee Prado, Casson was always (me 
move ahead of the cast If you dared 
to build an awareness of his behav- 
iour into your reaction he would 
trump you. If you spotted the trump 
card the game would continue in tec 
bar and even on the phone after 
work, a Velasquezian series of re 1 
fleeting mirrors. Had Casson 
been real Marrano, he would have 
outwitted Torquemada. 

You couldn’t miss the big felloe 
painfully thin even in health, a 
lantern-jawed cheroot-smoking in- 
dividual who was not particularly 
happy but whose life was M of 
meanings. He had a deep under- 
standing of human foibles, and a bril- 
liant ear for their gg pn^smnn, bote 
in the office and in his real work. 

John Casson Insisted on entering 
a hospice in order to give Ms loved 
companion a break, and died a few 
days later. 


i i * y* 


*ths, 

S^HS «■ 1 1..,..,., 




.*'■ T— list! 


«&■>- 




W: 


\. — ‘jSrsH 

5 ‘ 1 ' ” ‘ 2 


E?eu Ir * W 




Vu 1 "- 




* c- » ; ’V— 

.. ' . ” *'•>> V 

> 

§.,L 

" ir Hi. 

IS- 





Anthony Rudolf 


John Casson, radio playwright 
and newsroom manager, bom 
London 29 July 1937; married 1960 
Gwen Arrenberg (two daughters; 
marriage dissolved 1983); died 
London 1 March 1999, 


.2* 




'i*.. 










- ■ T 








> 3k c*> 


-IManh \ 


Zsgeir-r f 


?-**3rf: f 


ll^ia ui.v! 

SSttteE'c 

as2a&*i>’'»» 


gajsjgnwfcf 

‘-HWaritBjl.SlirU.y.iH ., 


btatftirittn amir “Hun-; . J “ 

wm m-ncheS \*u\ Si«-:-.V-,-‘ ( VJ 

hwwS"»«* iwmiisi ho;- f .;:.i; 

fttefi, OSfwn. Aral ivlfiiM-d’iw 

Ito Say (KhhUwv ■ 'j k 
SH^ rtaWw-P** -1 irlt titiSK .h.I 
m *r*uj - 


ft* »bunifc wmi!U' 


MMtft U tinl I t*.jj 

te^joamSSiWen-.itn »uirv w;,^ 
rtSCHtenwi to #. ftwn,;. { SCl . d , 
Mtturi and k*t * couple «i <, ,. a ^ - 
; 8 et*«wn WT 4 arnl :«jtt sh. - . ^ Hu 
«<nn£iKBt all and la-tun: :,, ; j rilk 

unM tsiwcrmT Ou tihVSivr Shi- 
«a took ringing lessons lW n 
r "wmobacta'’ m tin* kite Stv.-n 
ns «wd mrfy Kighims Luted i 0 
Iteatt She needed a kick su-n 
<r c areer. H elp came irons ;m un . 
Wy souive. In t¥BT she* u~.is iu\ij. 
# to Irfmton ivconi with zlu- i\. t 

bap tops. Hw result ua% her jy-st 
h*rl appearance in years \vi:««i she 
pwrtwf with Neil TViuvui! and Cfcns 
0 pvdr their Ktngh? "Wat h ;: v,. j 
Mm ’foDerave Thi* n \ a \,» - hr. 
ft both thr UK ant! the i s • T!u: 
(Bus wrterahrd as my lifo. >.);,- .. I!tl 
Jfprtflgfyrid hadiH knuusi uhi> 
bi tts Slop torn- Si:,: i:s«r 
End liUls" rti.IT. ■>,■» 
NPrdlt an ti* rartw Sute:', hr.* 


Wlrwhri the group uju:. ;, K : 

WlTHM WBHrinni'dthi V .'o: w. 

B h oa r IhAt hurifr faVa'J >> $ J:i . 

4 ttr_ weftton to m*«ti V-: !:;■ v. • L> 
KaWl lPKrtwr. for IVt S::.-V‘ i«>*‘ 
hilliw Timmi Tnllu tUKU tM.v.i .<•.-. 
Itffrfer which Spring i'i* v Jar 
Mt^mpa video 
flB tlmgftfto !*•* «*;!!*• •'*•!.>• T;'“i 
^riwyrtii to Sw tfi KjvJw-’ n r 

BitAdtttoa Hn irJcrv •■.. .t.i- 

gSadld»aB>K-h«fV«^;-lv- 
gpnmodtoMiit liHi A.VJI 
tl h|ft» ten*-. U.v. ••(•■. . 

h*'< 

mvm VliMhjHKiaitn * . 
ieiw AlMWtfbg. ilia- -A .;* .' .. . r. ' • - 

AttdhH^nglHcftiHV.: 

Mte«MiprtMMraSr ; 1 H- -i .•?... >•• 

g9< *WSr *■* N ’•• 
,ls : n*hBtfyl?»s*.’' ■•'■■•••’ 
igwas^rfhrwwt.-.*:.^ ■ ;*»' 

lobe fl lr.,;- 

«e M«d ■••»•» *»•*-:•• 

WTdAiii* 1 :*••" 

MrigtbiW I Am ; •• - 1 

» hww tturt-TO>>awM !; ’ 
MtrdUAAWWlM O' •■ ■’ 

t ill.!' v> ' 1 1 !! 


>1tmt iiiUf-tH >' 
srar Ota-^ 

te^brrfahfec V ’ 


>n 


,iw» H *, •'*•■? "• 

Nstr :»*.*;! a»r:Z " : •" 

is-nn; 

Jtatl 

ft V 

rthu as***' 
sn m ** 

«|<rvil* "• " 

bv.WSK’ :■• * •'- 
tjTC.i- , :' a -■ 

iltst h« fl ,; ■ 
nHTi*’<' ■ 

» hIkI - • 

■ftitl Hr **'*- •■■"• 

(fjf jw^iitr ->' ■ 

vikVi V»i' vC " ’*'■ ■' 

pOH - L "' 

Kgn>.M sm'- 1 '" 
3 ’»•***< : 

i totahifrr 

% / ' 

ed tW’.j.ir «ti.-w.. 

■' 

;h *- •' 

i * 

if »<»*• ■ •' ■ 

tort - ;r 

^gb Hr ( \ 

a tot 1 

j^r.^ ia»i <•-- * ‘ 

i Cm** 


«.S'. « S 




**■*«*••* 



™. E THU RSDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 4 March 19gg 


Callum Macdonald 


lN2tHKidyears after the Second Worid 

War. Scottish literary culture went 
through a curious agony. The last 
fi™ 1 ^Presenting the great era when 
Edinburgh had vied with London as a 
publishing centre still had headquarters 
i^the cits where a stupendous Inter- 
national Festival of the arts was 
launched in 1947. But Scottish writers 
of poetry and serious fiction were pau- 
pers at the feast “Lallans verse" was 
the butt of facetious London literati. The 
great MacDiannid was alive and ful- 
minating, but his poetry was only scaqt- 
V in print In a review article in New 
Saltire, a typically short-lived periodi- 
cal. printed in 1961, Edwin Morgan 
asked, “When are the leading Scottish 
publishers going to do something about 
modem Scottish poetry?" 

He went on to notice three pamphlets 
self-published from Edinburgh ad- 
dresses -and two items produced by M. 

Macdonald, printer and publisher in 
that city He praised “Malcolm” Mac- 
donald for his struggle “to keep Scottish 
poetry in print”. 

A potent mythological Gestalt shows 



g^h»cn?a*manywhiddesin]N!BIne’sBar 
at the intersection of Rose Street and 
Hanover Street in the centre of Edin- 
burgh and somehow creating the waves 
which buoyed up a literary Renaissance. 
It is true that Robert Garioch was usu- 
ally present and that Tom Scott, George 
Mackay Brown and Alan Bold did join 
them on occasion, though in fact Mac- 
Diannid was rarely in town and the oth- 
ers were as likely to be in the Abbotsford 
It is also true that Callum Macdonald 
would often quietly be of the company. 

It was he who persuaded MacCaig to 
cease to be “McCaig". He published Iain 
Crichton Smith's first slim volume of 
poems, them decades later; the collect- 
ed poems of Garioch, and of his fellow 
Gael Derick Thomson. When he set up 
Lines Review in 1952, MacDiannid, 
Soriey Maclean, MacCaig and Goodsir 
»£nuth were on his editorial board 

But the first editor of Lines was Alan 
Riddell, an Austr alian Scot recently 
associated with Alexander Trocchi in 
founding the avant-garde, internation- 
alist magazine Merlin in Paris. That 
orbited with Beckett and Neruda. Mac- 
donald’s outlook was never parochiaL 
He was a man of wide vision, not a 
Milne's Bar groupie A reserved, digni- 
fied Gael, he stood, feg and glass in hand, 
on the verge of many a literary gather- 
ing.^ where, with his immaculate suit and 
tie he might have passed for a modest 
Highland draper accidentally present, 
but was actuary a subject of awe among 
those who knew how devoutly he had 
obeyed his ruling passion for poetry so 
that, while he was a shy man himsetf, 
others felt shy in his presence 

Behind Iris courteous mien was a 
spirit which stood for no half mea- 
sures. He worked ferociously hard him- 
wtelf and demanded equal commitment 
from others. Incorrigibly generous, he 
could not thole the sight of anyone’s 
empty glass. He despised filter-tip cig- 
arettes and stuck with high-tar Virginia 
Trevor Royle, a distinguished editor of 
Lines in the Eighties, recalls how pack- 
ages from Macdonald Printers always 
announced their arrival with a strong 
whiff of tobacco. 

Macdonald \fas born in 1912 on the 
island of Bemera, off the west coast of 
Lewis, and grew up in a Gaelic-speaking 
community. Because it produced so 
many ministers. Iris branch of Clan Don- 



ald was nicknamed “Knox". Through- 
out his life, “Callum Knox” reread the 
Bible in Gaelic. Via the illustrious Nlcot 
son Institute in Stornoway, he pro- 
gressed to Edinburgh University, where 
he was an enthusiastic and talented stu- 
dent of history. He married WflHamma 
(“Winnie") Ross, from Harris, in 1934, 
a union which produced six children. 

Before the war they lived in London, 
where Callum marketed lobsters for 
Highland fishermen. His war service in 
the RAE in which he rose to be Squadron 
Leader, took trim to Iceland and Gibral- 
tar Afterwards, owning a stationer's 
shop in E dinb urgh., he taught himself 


dl Award in 1972, an exhibition at the 
National library of Scotland in 1987, an 
MBE “for services to Scottish literary 
publishing” in 1992. And his vision, it may 
be said, was fulfilled. 

In 1984, Tessa Hansford set up the 
Scottish Poetry Library. Winnie died in 
1986 and three years later Tessa became 
CaOum's second wife. She was also the 
10th and last editor of Lines Review. 
When they finally laid the magazine to 
rest in 1998, it had published most sig- 
nificant Scottish poets of its day, many 
useful writers in En glish from other 
countries (a late issue, for instance, was 
devoted to verse from India) and much 


A reserved, dignified Gael , fag and glass 
in hand at a literary gathering he might 
have passed for a modest Highland draper, 
• but was actually a subject of awe 


how to operate a Heidelberg Automat- 
ic Platen printing press by trial and 
error He became a sizeable printer with 
scores of notable clients, ranging from 
file rather likely National Library of 
Scotland to the almost implausible 
Scottish Widows and Standard Life. 

Macdonald Printers - the last of bis 
many “retirements” from the business 
was as late as 1997 -subsidised his pub- 
lishing vCTbnes. Profit was certainly not 
the point of these. Though page layout 
was exemplary, cover design was aus- 
terely basic. But the books earned him 
honour - a special Scottish Arts Coun- 


poettym translation. The Rjetrylihraiy 
is about to move to custom-built new 
premises bang next door to the site of 
the brand-new Scottish Parliament It 
is a shame that Callum died before he 
could see either; but good that he knew 
that thejr arrival was certain. 

Lines ended with issue 144. In the 
Seventies, new outlets for verse were 
born with similar durability. Chapman 
is approaching its 100th issue, Cen- 
crastus is well past its 50th. Regional 
ma gazin es of good standard have pro- 
liferated. After the great 19th-century 
tradition at Scottish publishing stuttered 


Malcolm (CaUvm) Macdonald, print- 
er and publisher born Breadete, Isle 
cf Bemera 4 May 1912 ; MBE 1992; 
married 1934 Winnie Ross (died 1986; 
three sons, two daughters , and one 
daughter deceased), 1989 Tessa Rans- 
ford; died Peebles 24 February 1999. 


Gazette 


BIRTHS, 

Marriages 

& DEATHS 


Birthdays 


deaths 


MAURICE; Phyllis, HM1 [Educa- 
tion 1947-70. died 20 February 
1999. Her Chief Inspecwr of the 
time said of her work Idonol 
know of any infant school in the 
Country which did not looxlor 
ward to her visit and feel better 
for her presence fa then - 
adworThe thanksgiving ser- 

■J -r. nf Rnmw 


lice win take place at Borrow 
Parish Churcn. Barrow. Bury St 
Edmunds. Suffolk, at 2pm on 9 
Starch followed by the committal 
®ifae Crematorium. Risby- 


NUTTING: The Right Hon Sir 

An Chons Bl PC. The ™ 

be held at 3pm today. 4 March. 


IU.IU Bl 

at Holy Trinity Brampton, family 
and friends welcome. All 
enquiries to Lcverlon and sons 
Ud, 0171-387 607S. 


Announcements for BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Births. Adoptions, Mar- 
riages, Deaths, Memorial 
services, Wedding anniver- 
saries, In memoriam) are 
charged at £6.50 a line (VAT 


Sir David Barnes, chief 
executive officer, Zeneca, 63; 
Mr Michael Barrett 
(“Shakirf Stevens"), rock 
singer, 51; Sir Alan Batters- 
by, organic chemist, 74; Sir 
Arthur Bryan, former Lord- 
Lieutenant for Staffordshire, 
76; Mr Kenny Dalglish, foot- 
ball player and manager; 48; 
Mr Basil Eastwood, ambas- 
sador to Syria, 55; Mr Har- 
vey Goldsmith, pop music 
presenter, 53; Mr Bernard 
Hai tink, music director of 
Covent Garden Opera House, 
70; Mr John Hunt, former 
Headmaster of Roedean, 67; 
Lord Johnston of Rockport, 
former chairman, NW Area 
Conservatives, 84; Mr Fran- 
cis King, writer and drama 
critic, 76; Mr Ralph Kfrsh- 
baum, cellist, 53; Mr Ivan 
Lewis MP, 32; Miss Miriam 
Makeba, singers 68; Mr Stu- 
art Mawson, otolaryngolo- 
gist, 81; Mr Patrick Moore, 
astronomer; 76; Miss Paula 
Prentiss, actress, 60; Mr 
Chris Rea, rock musician, 

48; Mr Alan Sillitoe, play- 
wright and novelist 71; Mr 
Peter Skellern, composer 
and singer; 52. 


Thomas Sturge Moore, poet 
and wood-engraver, 1870. 


LECTURES 


Deaths; Sir Thomas Malory, 
writer of Morte d' Arthur, 
1470; Nikolai Vasilyevich 
Gogol playwright and novel- 
ist 1852; Antonin Artaud, 
actor; playwright and stage 
director, 1948; Sir Charles 
Scott Sherrington, neurolo- 
gist, 1952; William Carlos 
Williams, physician and poet 
1963; Richard Hums Church, 
poet and novelist 1972. 


On this day: Pennsylvania 
was granted by charter to 
W illiam Penn, 1681; the 
Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution was founded, 

1824; the Forth Bridge was 
officially opened, 1890; the 
Comintern (Communist 
International) was formed, 
1919; British commandos 
raided the (German-occupied) 
Lofoten Islands off Norway 
1941; German radio declared 
that Dresden had been 
“wiped off the map of 
Europe” by Allied bombing, 
1945; North Sea gas was first 
piped ashore near Durham, 
1967; Edward Heath resigned 
and Harold Wilson became 
prime minister; forming a 
Labour government 1974. 


National Gallery: Marion 
Carlisle, “Writers and 
Painters G): Rubens, Portrait 
qfLudovicus Nonnius , ', 1pm. 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum; Catherine Wilson, 
“The Raphael Cartoons”, 
2pm. 

Tate Gallery: Jennifer Gor- 
don, “Never Mind the Pol- 
locks: the other Abstract 
Expressionists", 1pm. 
National Portrait Gallery; 
Professor Leone Ormond, 
“John Everett Millais Series: 
Millais, Ms predecessors, 
and the tradition of portrait 
painting", LI 0pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard's 
Inn HaU, London ECL Pro- 
fessor Thm Cannon, “New 
Learning for a New City; 
ciphers and codes”, 1 pm. 


ROYAL 

ENGAGEMENTS 


LUNCHEONS 


The Queen 

The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh held a lunch party 
yesterday at Buckingham 
Palace. The guests wene: 


The Queen visits the Young Vic 
Theatre, London SE1, the 
Lyceum Theatre, London WC2, 
the Almeida Theatre, London 
Nl, and Rada, London WCl; 
and. with The Duke of Edin- 
bturgb, visits Angels & Berman, 
Camden Street, London NWl, 
attends a lunch hosted by the 
Society of London Theatre at 
the Ivy Restaurant, London 
WCL and attends a perfor- 
mance of Oklahoma at the 
Lyceum Theatre, London WC2. 
The Duke of Edinburgh visits 
the Royal National Theatre. 
Loudon SEL the Adelphi 
Theatre, London WC2, the 
Royal Court youth Theatre at 

the Duke of York's Theatre, 
Loudon WC2, and Central Saint 
Martin's College of Art and 
Design, London WCL The 
Prince of Wales undertakes 
engagements in dwyd. Whies. 
The Princess Royal President, 
Riding for the Disabled Associa- 
tion, attends the Council Meet- 
ing at Saddlers’ Hall London 
EC2; and, as Patron, the Baric 
Skills Agency, attends a Resi- 
dential Meeting at Cheltenham 
Park Hotel Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire. 


•extra). OTHER announce 
-merits (notices, functions. 
Forthcoming marriages. 
Marriages), art charged at 
£10 a line. VAT extra. 


anniversaries 


Births; Sir Henry Raeburn, 
portrait painter; 1756; 


Today is the Ffeast Day of St 
Adrian and his Co m pa n ions, 
St Casimir of Poland and St 
Peter of Cava. 


Mrs Untey Driscoll Oofidiori: Dame 

Diana Rigg (actress); Professor Sir 
David Danes (Chief Scientific Advisee 
MinisliT of Defencel; Mr Richard Dor- 
ment (Art Critic. The Daily Tekgraph)-, 
Mr Jeff Hamblia (CUeTEocative, 
British Ttodrist .Authority); Sir Donald 
IrviaetPr«id«ttoftheGeiiewlMed- 

ted CotmaD; Mr Charles Mak** SmiUi 
4cbief csecutne, iCD; Air Mmshal Sir 
Ptter Sqmre fAir Officer Connnamfiofr 
in-Chief Strike Command (dtsgoaten. 


Changing of the Guard 


The Household Cavalry Mount- 
ed Regiment mounts the 
Queens Life Guard at Horse 
Guards, 11 am; F Company 
Scots Guards mounts the 
Queen's Guard, at Buckingham 
Palace, lLSOam, band provided 
by the Scots Guards. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
^4 hour answering machine 01 71-293 201 1} or fax to 01 71-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 
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Historical notes 


ROB RYAN 


A city built round 
lavatory bowls 


Macdonald suspecting a title-page proof for lain Crichton Smith’s first collection of poems. The Long River, 
1955. The printer/publisher’s daughter Ann Marie, with him, had handset the book The Scotsman 


to a complete halt in the Sixties, new im- 
prints of distinction gradually emerged 
- Canongate, Polygon. There are now 
five publishers operating in Edinburgh 
with good lists of new books of poetry. 
It is most unlikely that any fresh poet 
of great talent will fail to achieve the de- 
cisive first slim volume. The dearth of 
the Fifties and Sixties must seem almost 
inconceivable to people who weren't 
alive at the time 

The day Callum Macdonald died, 
Christopher Harvie was launching his 
latest collection of essays about Scotland 
in Thin’s Bookshop, by Edinburgh Uni- 
versity. After his speech was finished, 
an assistant stepped forward with a tele- 
phone message from Tessa, apologising 
for her absence and ex plaining why. 
Harvie called for a minute's silence. 
Then more wine was poured and con- 
versation flowed, as Callum would > 
surely have wished- I 

Perhaps some of that throng, politi- 
coes and historians, were not aware of 
his contribution. But the small burn , 
which sprang from Callum Macdon- ' 
aid's friendship with MacDiarmid and ' 
Goodsir Smith has swollen and has 
joined and fed the substantial river 
which bas carried us to the Holyrood 
Parliament and towards a miflenninm 
which in Scotland, so to speak, will be 
rather peculiarly “new”. 

ANGUS CALDER 


RARELY CAN a catastrophic 
fire have been as welcome 
as the one which engulfed 
downtown Seattle on 6 June 
1889. Strangely, not a single 
person died in the confla- 
gration, which was caused by 
an overturned pot of flaming 
glue. The glue was in a paint 
store, and the immediate re- 
action of the storeman - to 
throw a bucket of water over 
the adhesive, which caused 
the initial explosion - was, 
perhaps, foolhardy. 

John Beck, the bucket- 
thrower; helped initiate the 
process of converting a 
pestilent, sewage-filled cess- 
pit into the outdoor-loving, 
caffeine-fuelled, Frasier- 
obsessed Pacific-rim port 
of today. 

Seattle had not been well 
sited. The original settlers 
in the 1850s positioned this 
would-be waterborne trad- 
ing post adjacent to waters 
too shallow for shipping, 
so it was quickly shifted 
across the bay to its present 
site. However the new 
Seattle was soon thriving as 
a centre of timb er and 
coal production but had 
problems of its own - the 
wooden buildings were 
sited on mudflats that were 
tidal in nature, and this 
played havoc with the 
primitive sewage system. 

The only way a person 
could use the lavatory in the 
certainly that he or she would 
not get a free douche thrown 
in athigh tide was to elevate 
the whole contraption, to the 
point where access was via 


ladders. Even then, the waste 
products refused to drain 
away properly. 

It is no surprise that with 
a combination of mud and 
effluent sloshing around 
the sticky streets, typhoid, 
dysentery and tuberculosis 
were common. This was no 
place for gentlefolk, and such 
was the egregious state of 
downtown that the thor- 
oughfare along which the 
logs from the sawmills were 
chuted - Skid Road - gave 
rise to the phrase Skid Row, 
a soon universal term for 
the seedy haunts of the 
down-and-out. 

So, despite damage esti- 
mated at $15m, it was prob- 
ably with some measure of 
relief that the good burghers 
of Seattle surveyed the 
smouldering remains of tbeir 
city when, after 13 hours, the 
fire was finally brought under 
control and immediately set 
about rebuilding. In brick. 
They also raised the town to 
the level of the lavatory 
bowls, by building the whole 
city one storey higher; on top 
of the charred remains. 

This meant that for a good 
number of years the new 
roads were at a higher level 
than the shopfronts, which 
remained subterranean, ac- 
cessed by ladders, but an in- 
creasing number of deaths 
caused by people faffing down 
these unfenced holes where 
the pavement should be (17 
died in all) meant that in the 
eariy part of this century the 
pre-fire city was sealed up 
once and for alL 


Well not quite. They didn't 
fill it in, but in most places 
simply covered it over. So 
the original framework of 
streets, the skeletal remains 
of shops, hotels, whore- 
houses and saloons remains 
down there. Some of the 
areas were used by boot- 
leggers during prohibition 
to store their booze, then, 
in the 1980s, the city’s im- 
pressive bus tunnels with 
their grand, shiny, almost 
Stalinist stations, were 
built within the old remains, 
destroying some of the 
subterranean fabric. 

However, even today you 
can take guided tours 
through a small part of this 
underground reminder of 
Seattle's somewhat more 
salacious past, from Doc 
Maynard’s Public House on 
Pioneer Square. This is a 
Penny Dreadful experience, 
which tends to concentrate 
on the lives of the ladies who 
moved to Seattle to pleasure 
the loggers and miners and 
graphic descriptions of the 
plumbing problems caused 
by those high tides. 

But despite the “Cany On 
Seattle” tone, it is worth the 
few dollars to take the tour; 
because as you slip beneath 
the pavements and leave the 
Starbucks and Timberland 
signs behind, and take those 
first few breaths of fetid air; 
you, too, might feel like Alice 
slipping down a very curious 
rabbit-hole indeed 


Rob R^au is the author of 
‘ Underdogs’ (Headline, £939) 


Damages not precluded 
by failure to notify 


AN EMPLOYER’S common 
law right to damages for 
breach of contract was not 
removed by his failure to 
notify a contractor of defects 
in building work within the 
time limit specified in clause 
2.5 of the JCT form for 
Minor Building Works. 

The Court of Appeal allowed 
the appeal of Mr and Mrs 
Baxter against a preliminary 
ruling that they had no cause 
of action against the respondent 
builders,, in respect of defects 
in the works which had not been 
notified to the builders within 
liie contractual liability period 

The works were carried out 
under a contract in the JCT 
form for Minor Building Wbrks. 
A certificate of practical com- 
pletion and a penultimate cer- 
tificate valuing the works at 
£35,442.80 excluding VAT were 
issued by the architect. The net 
sum payable under fire certifi- 
cate after allowing for earlier 
payments was £3,919.23 ex- 
cluding VAT The plaintiffs is- 
sued proceedings in the county 
court in respect of that and 
other amounts. 

The' district judge directed 
that four preliminary issues, all 
of which raised questions as to 
whether the defendants could 
rely in their defence to the 
daim on alleged defects and 
omissions in the works, be de- 
termined As a result of file de- 
rision of the House of Lords in 
Beaufort Developments (NI) 
Ltd v GUbert-Ash (Nl) Ltd 
[1998] 2 All ER 778 it was con- 
ceded that two of those issues 
were no longer relevant. 

The r emaining issues were 
whether the defendants re- 
tained a cause of action in re- 
spect of defects which had 
become apparent during or be- 


Thursday 
law Report 


4 March 1999 


Pearce & High Ltd v 
Baxter and another 
Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Evans, Lord 
Justice Rtckey and Mr 
Justice Hidden ) 

15 February 1999 


1990 CLJ 319, that the judge 
had erred 

Martin Gibson (James S. Bar- 
nett, Hungerfordi for the plain- 
tiffs; Michael Daiches (Morrison 
' & Masters. Swindon) for the 
defendants. 


fore the defects liability period, 
but which bad not been notified 
to the plaintiffs until long after 
that period had expired; and 
whether or not the plaintiffs 
were entitled to summary judg- 
ment under Order 9, rule 14 of 
the County Court Rules. 

Clause 2.5 of the JCT form 
provided: 

Any defects, excessive shrinkages 
or other faults which appear with- 
in [six months) . . . of the date of 
practical completion and are due 
to materials or workmanship not in 
accordance with the contract or 
frost occurring before practical 
completion shall be made good 
by the contractor entirely at his 
own cost unless the architect shall 
otherwise instruct The architect 
shall certify the date when in his 
opinion the contractor’s obliga- 
tions under this clause 25 have 
been discharged 

The Recorder ruled that 
clause 2.5 made it 


a condition precedent for the right 
to recover damages that the budd- 


ing owner has notified tbe building 
contractor of patent defects with- 
in the six-month liability period 


The defendants appealed 
contending, in reliance on the 
derision in William Tomkmson 
and Sons Ltd v the Parochial 
Church Council of St Michael 


Lord Justice Evans said that 
on the true construction of 
clause 25, “defects [etc! which 
appear” was a description of 
those defects to which the 
clause applied. Whilst the 
clause gave the contractor a 
right during the six-month pe- 
riod to make good the defects 
at his own expense and a li- 
cence to enter the property for 
that purpose, and also gave the 
employer a right to require the 
contractor to return to remedy 
the defects, it did not remove 
the common law right of the 
employer to employ another 
party and to recover damages 
for breach of contract 

Where, however, the con- 
tractor had been denied the 
right to return in order to repair 
the defect the employer could 
not recover more than the 
amount which it would have 
cost the contractor himself to 
remedy the defects. The em- 
ployer's failure to comply with 
clause 2.5, therefore, whether 
by refusing to allow the con- 
tractor to carry out the repairs 
or ty failing to give notice of 
the defects, limited the amount 
of damages he was entitled 
to recover. 

That did not, however, ex- 
clude the empUyeris right to re- 
cover consequential damages 
for the contractor’s breach of 
contract in failing to carry out 
the works with appropriate 
materials and workmanship. 

Kate O'Hanlon, 
Barrister 


WHAT GOES through coucfa- 
potatoes’ minds when an 
episode of something is an- 
nounced by cable compa- 
nies as “all-new” - a phrase 
not in the OED - but proves 
to be a reran? Even if it 
were a fresh instalment, it 
should be described as 
brand-new or fire-new for 
an all-*ieuj episode suggests 
that others - weirdly - mast 


WORDS 


CHRISTOPHER 

Hawtree 

all-new, adj. 


be partly new and somehow 
incorporate stock footage 
which would give every 
narrative an unlikely, 
Groundhog Day-twist. 


Bat, no, the prevalence of 
this claim m America has 
led to complaints - and to 
one cable company’s chief 
making the bizarre expla- 
nation that all-new means 
an episode not previously 
shown by that company- as 
if anybody were enthralled 
by a particular transmitter; 
Let ns resist a phrase which 
could creep here. 
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The one-eyed hypnotist 



M 




H as television 

dumbed down? 
If you believed 
some people you 
might doubt that 
down was a dir- 
ection that was 
even available to it: “Radio and 
television have succeeded in lifting 
the manufacture of banality out of 
the sphere of handicraft and placed 
it in that of a major industry,” wrote 
Nathalie Sarraute in i960. But her 
remark hardly had the character of 
a stunning apersu even then. Dumb 
was what television was about, after 
all It had already been fingered as 
the assassin of conversation, as 
cheap gin for the unlettered, as a 
one-eyed hypnotist that would brain- 
wash your children and blue-rinse 
your judgement. Its hostile nick- 
names rboob tube", “idiot box”) 
cemented the association between 
the machine and moronism. Like 
most received opinions, this one 
wrapped a core of error in a coating 
of truth. Television could easily ap- 
pear banal and lowering, it was 
true, but it also offered a dramatic 
enlargement of most people’s hori- 
zons, socially and intellectually. 

The education could take odd 
forms because television was such 
a universal and indiscriminate cul- 
ture - with no strict conditions of 
entry. Coronation Street remained 
the favourite viewing of Sir John 
Betjeman until his death, and you 
could take that regular rendezvous 
between a Poet Laureate of the sub- 
urban upper crust and the inhabit- 
ants of a working class Manchester 
street as emblematic of television's 
powers of social miscegenation. 
Television opened this country 19 to 
itself in a way that had never been 
possible before. That needs stating 
bluntly, given the prevailing current 
of opinion: the general population in 
1999 is better informed and educated 
than it was in 1947 and that is in large 
part due to television. It is an aston- 
ishing cultural resource and only 
long familiarity can have bred our 
contempt for it Only the truly dumb 
could watch it and learn nothing. 

This isn't to imply that the past 
constitutes a golden age. All golden 
ages are tricks of the light an era 
seen as it dips below the horizon, so 
that high points are gilded with 
sunlight and low points disappear 
into a forgiving obscurity. However, 
it doesn’t mean that there is noth- 
ing to be anxious about in current 
television culture. The truth is 
slightly more complicated than 
either formulation - television today 
is both better and worse than that 
of the past more practised and pol- 
ished in its means but frequently less 
ambitious and enterprising in its 



There are those who insist 
that the idiot box’ is the 
century's great instrument of 




dumbnation. Yes. TV has 
its limitations, but let’s 
not be stupid about 

_ it. Bv Tom Sutcliffe 



05 ? 


*• 






Paxman vs Howard on ‘Newsnight’: it isn't by adhering to conventions that TV wQl keep its intellectual edge, but by seeking to overturn them Alistair McDonald 


ends, lb use a geographical 
metaphor, you might see this as the 
difference between a young vol- 
canic landscape and one that bears 
the impression of long years of 
weather. In its infancy television of- 
fered a kind of romantic ruggedness 
- the peaks were high but rarely 
strwolfa, and ttegulfe were often pre- 
cipitous. Now the undoubted high 
points that remain rise from great 
alluvial plains of mediocrity - 
smooth mid well-cultivated medi- 
ocrity, it’s true, but mediocrity none 
the less. Good television is better but 
there’s less of it; bad television is less 
incompetent but far more extensive. 

This is partly a simple truism - 
five networks broadcast 24 hours a 
day. and that doesn't even begin to 
take account of the vast proliferation 
of cable and satellite channels. Des- 
pite the best efforts of media stud- 
ies courses, the talent available to 
broadcasters has not expanded at 


anything tike the same rate. Some- 
thing odd has happened to compet- 
ition too - which has increasingly 
become a debilitating rather than 
invigorating force. This wasn’t al- 
ways the case - the arrival of ITV 
saved the BBC from itself- but that 
dynamic tension obeyed specific 
local conditions. Because a public 
service broadcaster had been first 
on the scene in Britain and had been 
allowed to flourish unhampered 
until its roots were deep, the arrival 
of competing flora could not kQl itoff 
In the United States, where public 
service broadcasting was an after- 
thought, it has always struggled in 
the shadow of the big commercial 
networks. 

Now competition in this country 
is more likely to provoke sameness 
than freshness - if you doubt that, 
look at the wall-to-wall makeover 
programmes, or the endless copy- 
cat soap docs. Even Channel 4 has 



Dumb Britannia 


3. television 


increasingly pursued die route of 
imitation rather than innovation. 

Some of this is due to what you 
might call the cabling of terrestrial 
television - the intrusion of a homo- 
genising instinct into a culture that 
previously had plenty of room fin- 
idiosyncratic demographics. And 
again our local circumstances make 
Britain a special case in global tele- 
vision culture: If you live in Turkey 
or Australia there's a fair chance that 


the Discovery Channel will provide 
your best part of call for serious doc- 
umentaries. The benchmark of qual- 
ity they represent will often exceed 
that to be found from domestic 
broadcasters. Even in the US, cable 
channels mate a fair claim to 
haveliftedtfaestandardsofterres- 
tnal broadcasters: with The Simp- 
sons, the best sitcom of the last two 
decades, fbx demonstrated that in- 
telligence was not incompatible with 
mass popularity; with The Larry 
Sanders Show, HBO showed that 
there was an audience for a darker, 
more edgy kind of comedy. 

In this country, though, the 
example and demands of cable are 
more likely to drive standards down 
than up. Cable here has demon- 
strated that cheap and cheerful 
television can draw large audiences, 
particularly if its cheerfulness is 
sauced with sexual titiUatitm. You 
can find terrestrial imitations of 


Sky's Uncovered series (drunken 
British tourists getting their tits 
out for the lads) on most channels. 
And cable has also suborned British 
film-makers by providing a new and 
insistent overseas customer The 
most conspicuous example of this is 
the BBC’s recent deal with the Dis- 
covery Channel, an international 
broadcaster which, according to the 
remarks of one executive, regards 
a curious 12-year-old boy as its pla- 

tpnif ideal of the average viewer. The 

Discovery deal is not the end of civil- 
isation exaetty, but' its effects are al- 
ready discernible - an explicatory 
caution that assumes very little of 
the audience and which prizes in- 
teresting facts above provoking ar- 
gument Anecdotes are notoriously 
insubstantial foundations for any 
large-scale judgement but the story 
of the British film-maker who was 
asked by another international cable 
supplier whether his documentary 


HOW DUMB ARE WE? 



“In my view, whilst TV people 
spend a huge amount of money 
rpaking d ramas and will often 
adapt classic works, or prize- 
winning authors, publishers will 
print whatever is going to sell 
the most L for instance, have 
often been asked to simplify my 
books or rework them with 
pictures and speech-bubbles.” 
Helen Cressnell. 
children's author 


“Art is viewed as airy-fairy, whilst 
practicality is thought to be a 
good thing. I was taught theatre . 
at university, which you could say 
was pointless, but it prepared my 
wits, flexibility and personality 
for the work I do today. If I were 
to return to my old college now, 
however; I would see people 
training to be art administrators, 
because these jobs make money. 
In the long run that’s not 


practical I may have had a 
classical education, but I saw 
what happened to the Greeks 
and the Romans, and I see what 
will happen to us." 

AL Kennedy, writer 


The speakers are contributing to 
a conference, Culture Wars, 
Dumbing Down, Wising Up? at 
the Riverside Studios, London 
W8, 5-7 March 



series about Jerusalem needed} 
quite so much of that stuff about tfe 
conflict between Arabs and Jewsh* 
a certain illustrative force. 

British terrestrial television ha» 
its own native vices, and when ft 
comes to the presentation of coo. 
pies ideas two stand out Hie firs 
is the importance of the celebrity fa 

our culture - which affects notary 

the way in which popular raiddfe. 
brow programming is made (safer* 
for Robin Williams with dolphins?) 
but also more intellectual produc- 
tions. Arts television in particular 
has become fixated on the life over 
and above the work. Marketing, too, 
has come to play an increasing rofa 
in d ictating the agenda of televidai 
- it would be remarkable now to fioj 
a single documentary about a dead 
cultural figure that arrived un- 
attached to a blockbuster exhftifeo 
or a new Hollywood adaptation 
“Because Titian is fascinating 1 
would no longer be a satisfactory 
answer to the question, “Why doyco 
want to make a film about Titian?* 

The second besetting sin of cur- 
rent television is the apparently 
unbreakable conviction that adver- 
sarial debate is the best way to pre- 
sent intellectual content Thfa fa 
partly an expression of our e& 
grained passion for dialectic, party 
a belief that disagreement is a kind 
of spice that will make even fee 
dullest matter palatable. Most jow- 
nalis ts will have had the experience 
of being rung up by a researcher vrtn 
doesn't ask “what do you think 
about X?" but rather “would you fed 
able to argue against X, because 
we've already got someone in fetor 
of it” In truth controversy an tele- 
vision is a neutralising force, a kind 
of blandness in itself - it's a way of 
taking the sting out of any argument 
by supplying it in a banded pack wife 
its own analgesic. \bu don’t fifae what 
this person is saying? Well here is 
someone saying precisely the op- 
posite. Choose your champion and 
let your brain relax. In this world of 
artificial confrontation, intelligence 
is sometimes forced to adopt a mul- 
ish dumbness to make itself frit at 
all For my money one of the smart- 
est moments on television in the last 
five years was the Newsnight inter- 
view in which Jeremy Paxman re- 
peated the same question to Michael 
Howard over and over again —tnn- 
porarDy refusing to play the game 
by its established rules and thus es- 
tablishing just how artificial the 
game was. It was a moment that 
demonstrated, rather better than 
blockbuster series or serious late- 
night documentaries, that it isn't by 
adhering to conventions that tele 
vision will keep its intellectual edge, 
but by seeking to overturn them. 
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Why can’t I make decisions? 


Glenn finds decisions very difficult to make. Not just whether to move house, but whether 
to go to the movies or out to dinner. He’s tried making plus and minus lists, but it doesn’t help. 

How can he stop being the eternal ditherer? 


VIRGINIA S ADVICE 


Dilemmas 


READERS’ SUGGESTIONS 


W hen exception- 
ally low. I've 
sometimes 
stood on the 
landing outside 
my bedroom for five whole min- 
utes. wondering whether to go 
upstairs or downstairs. It's only 
when I remember my father's 
dictum: "If you can't mate a de- 
cision between two things, then 
it probably doesn't matter much 
which decision you take. What 
matters is to moke a decision", 
that I make a move. 

It sounds as if Glenn’s a little 
bit depressed, or lias, as they say, 
“low self-esteem". Like Balaam's 
ass, who starved to death be- 
cause he couldn't decide whether 
to eat the hay on the right or the 
hay on the left. Glenn is be- 
coming stuck. He thinks: Til go 
to the movies.” But he's got such 
a low opinion of himself that he 
believes any decision he makes 
must be wrong. So he changes 
his lack: "HI go out to dinner" 
But as soon as he's decided, he 
doubts that, as well. He ends up 
doing nothing. So one bit of ad- 
vice to Glenn is not to worry what 
decision to make, but mate a de- 
cision and stick with it. 

Alternatively, Glenn could get 
more information about the op- 
tions. He should find out what 
films are on nearby and sec if any 
appeal. He should ring the 
restaurants he might want to 
have dinner in and find out if 
they're booked. Often you spend 
ages trying to make decisions 
about things, then find there is 
onty one answer in practice. 
This was with every new bit of 
information decision -making be- 
comes a process rather than a 
frightening leap into the dark. 


But management training 
sometimes encourages employ- 
ees to think about “decision 
trees" when faced with difficult 
decisions. So Glenn should first 
of all go back to the root, which 
is “Do you want to go out 
tonight?” U the answer's “No", 
then small wonder he can't de- 
ride on movies or dinner. 

Perhaps Glenn learnt in the 
past to associate derisions with 
anxiety and pressure. If his par- 
ents were overbearing, it would 
be easier to please them by 
agreeing with their decisions 
than put his own point of view, 
which would end in a row. Rather 
than suffer the disappointment 
of having his opinion squashed, 
he's learnt to have no views. 

Or he nitty associate deci- 
sion-making with bullying. If his 
parents took decisions, stuck to 
them through thick and thin and 
never compromised, Glenn may 
have forgotten that you can take 
derisions and adapt them later 

Decision-taking is putting 
yourself into the arena and tak- 
ing responsibility. Glenn may 
need to realise that he's grown 
up now, and he doesn't have to 
please adults. He can do what he 
likes at last True, he may some- 
times decide not to take a deci- 
sion. But there’s a world of 
difference between this and just 
throwingyour hands upin the air 
and leaving everything up to 
late in a "Gawd-'eip-us" way. 

The art of derision -making 
can be learnt, but only up to a 
point Glenn does need confid- 
ence as welL So how can he get 
it? Well confidence can be built 
up. And it can be built up partly 
by making derisions. Yes, deri- 
sions. Right or wrong. 


WITH VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 







Pace the feet: life's not perfect 
One of the problems with deri- 
sion-making is not being able to 
face up to any unpleasantness. 

But we just have to face the 
feet that any decision means 
losing the advantages of an al- 
ternative. Once we give up the 
Idea that life is perfect and that 
anything we do is a bit mired, life 
becomes much more straight- 
forward. It is also important to 
become accustomed to some 
unpleasantness and this ran be 
done by practising doing some- 
thing unpleasant every day. 
MARY GIBBENS 
Tonbridge, Kent 


Next Week's Dilemma 


Dear Virginia, 

All my life Fve wanted to 
go to India, and Tvejust 
booked a holiday there. 
But for the last feu: years 
foe had a sort of phobia 
about going away. I can’t 
sleep the night before, Fm 
frightened erf travelling, 
and I spend most of the 
holiday uxrrryinglusedto 
be an intrepid traveller, 
Fve been walking in 
Nepal, and when I was 25 
I went round the world. 
Now Tm suddenly starting 
to dread going to India. I 
don't want to cancel the 
holiday, but hom can I 


stop these irrational 
fears? Do others have 
them, to o? 

Yours sincerely, Mona 


Anyone whose advice is 
quoted wHL be sent a 
bouquetfrom Interflora 
Send letters and 
dilemmas to Virginia 
Ironside, “The 
Independent", 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf 
London E14 5 DL,fex 
0171-293 2182, or e-mail 
ddemmas@ 
independents, uk- 
giving a postal address 
for the bouquet 


My father was just like you 
Tate heart (term. I was brought 
up by thelites of you. We moved 
into a rented house when I was 
11 - my poor father couldn’t de- 
cide which house to buy until I 
was 18 and bad left: home! 

The end result is that I am 
fantastic at making decisions. I 
can’t stand the dithering and ag- 
onisin g. Often there isn’t a "best’ 
or “right" choice. Sticking a pin 
in a list has directed my career 
choice on occasion. Just try it 

Don’t get hung up on tryingto 
be a success all the time. “Oops, 
dropped a danger!” and “OK it 
didn’t work, but at least I tried” 
are useful phrases. 

ANI HARRIS 
New Mills, High Peak 


down shoe shops, trying differ- 
ent pairs. For larger questions, 
such as changingjobs or moving 
house, I wrote endless lists of 
pros and cons, more reflective of 
my mood at the time than 
objective realities. 

Yet, I am slowfy getting bet- 
ten My technique is to say to my- 
self “well what after all is at 
stake?” With the smaller deci- 
sions - what to eat for fHnnw, 
where to go on holiday, etc - life 
is quite long enough frn* other op- 
tions to be explored at another 
time. When you remind yourself 
of this, the pressure is removed 
and the decision is easier 

The larger questions can be 
resolved with a slight shift of 
philosophical perspective; at the 
end of your life you are more 
Efeefy to regret the things you (fid 
not do than those you did. if only 
on the basis that well never 
know the outcome had we acted. 
The worst form of your problem, 
which you must resist at all 
costs, is the “Hamlet Syn- 
drome, ” whereby chronic dither- 
ing spirals down into despair. 
JAN BURNS 
Girton, Cambridge 


Fbcus on the big decisions 
I too had a recurrent tendency 
to dither hi a restaurant, as part 
of a group, I was always last to 
ordeq changing my mind sever- 
al times; I was late going out, un- 
able to deride what to wear, and 
spent hours walking up and 


Tossing a coin helps 
Tty a solution I used with my 
children when they couldn't 
mate their minds up. Deride 
“Heads I go to the movies, tails 
I stay at home.” Toss the coin. 
Whichever way ft landsyou have 
a decision. Ifyou feel good about 
il fine. Go with the coin and faring 
a little serendipity into your life. 
Ji you don't like it your true 
preference has become deai; 
and it's not too late to act on it 
ALAN SILVER 
Whetstone, London 



POETIC LICENCE 


Return to Beano Town 

by Martin Newell 


A copy of the first edition of The Beano’ from 
1938 sold for a record £6,200 at auction this week. 
Of the strips within, only Lord Snooty will be 
familiar to today’s ‘Beano’ readers 



By battlements at Bunkerton, the castle 
The remnants of an untouched “topping spread” 
Since Scrapper, Doubting Thomas and Lord Snooty 
Were ambushed by the Gasworks Gang instead 
And Bunkerton is falling down 
When I return to Beano Town 


The Menace lies in wait for softy Walter 
His catty and the shock of hair the samn 
And after the denouement, still shouts, “OqyahT 
When punished by his dad in final frame. 

A weekly thrashing on the bum 
No social workers ever come. 


Where Teacher wakes to mortar-boarded bedposts 
Cane-patterns on his curtains, teeth in glass 
A wife who calls him “dear” and is his double 
Will make him tea and send him to his class 
Tb teach what arid stuff he knows 
And leaden-hearted, off he goes 


Past Biffo, lateral thinker/style disas ter 
His weekly-catch phrase: “Ah the very thing!" 
Who’s busy solving problems for a butcher 
With giant magnet, fishing-rod and string: 
The large white fiver which he’s won 
Not quite enough to buy a gun. 


Then back in Bash Street, Danny Plug and Fatty 
Mil watch resigned, as Smiffy gets it wrong 
The Three Bears grow obese on mash and bangers 
while Roger dreams up dodges all daylong 
And little Plum, your redskin chum 
Prefixes every noun with “Urn” 






















SHfip ^ % 













mmmm 


Hmmkm 






Hie 


ascen 


BttATRF 





Ks;-. ■■ 

. tiTl,. 

.. , ’ 


i&t-: ■ 















-• ,v- 




.*>■ 

\ 


' Vri- 

s-h i: 


hCa *.."■■■ ■ : 
. ’ ■ 

;v ,, .. *• ■ v 


1 




kC - ”-’ 




Where mums remain at home to do the housework 
And dads all have moustaches and a job 
Where slipperings and canings come routinely 
And slap-up feeds still only cost ten bob 
Where order never quite broke down 
hor long decades in Beano Tbwn 
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Incredible string band 



, where virtuosity gets physical. By John L Walters 


F rom time to time, the arts 
and sciences experience a 
“paradigm shift", a funda- 
mental change in the way 
things are experienced and 
practised. This can be 
caused by a technological 
Phenomenon, such as photography, or a 
perceptual, aesthetic one, such as ab- 
stractkm in the visual arts. I think another 

para<figm shift is happening right nowin 
the actual physical performance of music. 
And i n this country, the eccentric seven- 
piece string group Gogmagogs may turn 
out to be the prime movers. 

When Nell Catehpole and Lucy Bailey 
put the group together in 1995 , they b egan 
to explore an entirely new form of “music 
theat re", based on the movements and 
drama that can be matte by Tmigirfam^ play, 
ing instruments. Instead of the static 
positions of conventional musical perfor- 
mance, Gogmagogs’young, athletic string 
players leap, dance and run around the 
stage while they play. They change cos- 
tumes, grimace, grunt and sing. They col- 
lapse in tangled heaps ofbodies and bows 
and mime a shaking bus or the back seat 
of a flea-pit cinema. Each work has a dis- 
tinct dramatic and musical character, 
and is a collaborative creation of the com- 
poser; the musicians and their director. 

Their object is to create pieces that, in 
the words of their company credo, “re- 
invent the role of the classical string 
player by removing the music stands, 
memorising the music and releasing the 
physical expressiveness of their ensem- 
ble playing". They create a whole show 
which they prepare, rehearse and promote 
m away that’s more Eke a theatre or dance 
company - playing a residency of several 
nights or weeks at one venue - than a con- 
ventional straight-music ensemble. 

There have been three big shows to 
date: “Introducing the Gogmagogs", “The 
Gogmagogs gigagain" and “The Gogma- 
gogs a'go-go”. A fourth. “The Gogmagogs 
gobbledygook'', for which they are stfll rais- 
ing money and support, will run for five 
nights at the City of London Festival in 
June this yean This is the first show to in- 
corporate words, and they have commis- 
sioned pieces from writers and composers 
such as, Caryl Chur chill, Gerard McBur- 
ney, Zinovy Zinik and Nell Innes. 

The Gogmagogs comprise double 
bassist Lucy \^nj 'cellists Chris Allan and 
Matt Sharp, violist David Lasserson and 
violinists Matt Ward, Alison Dods and Nell 
Catehpole, who fa also joint artistic director 
with Lucy Bailey. Catehpole grew up in a 
musical household: her stepfather, Hugh 
McGuire, was involved with Aldeburgh and 
the Britten-Fears school As a teenager die 
attended Pro Corda courses at which 
“young string players from all over the 
country... hang out together and get very 
over-exdted and play Mozart quartets". 

She lived in this classical world, com- 
fortable in a dear perception “of what ^xxl 
music was", until her mother bumped into 
her art-school contemporary Brian Eno in 
a supermarket So when Eno needed 
violin overdubs, the 16 -year- old Catehpole 



Hie Gogmagogs: they have been drawn towards chamber music rather than being soloists or in a symphony orchestra 


John Haynes 


went along to his home studio, eventually 
playing on albums by Michael Brook, 
John Cale and U2 (Achtung Baby}. 

“That was a completely new experience 
for me," says Catehpole “having a studio 
and being able to just create new music. 
I began to improvise. Suddenly being told 
there's a lot of other stuff worth listening 
to - that was a real catalyst for me." 

She then expanded her listening and 
performing further by reading Social An- 
thropology at Cambridge and travelling, 
violin at the ready to the Middle East and 
Africa, establishing collaborations that cod- 
tinue to this (fay with Madagascan musi- 
cian Hanitra Rasoanaivo (with whom 
Catehpole plays in the trio ^feave) and Said 
Murad of Palestinian group Sabreen. 

Bailey is a director with a background 
in classical music and a theatrical track 
record that indudes the world premiere 
of Beckett’s Lessness, work at the RSC and 
Glyndeboume and music-theatre by mod- 
ernist heavies such as Alexander Goehr 
and Harrison Birtwistle, whose work she 
directed at an impressionable age. “I re- 
member going to a lot of contemporary 
concerts and being very distressed by the 
lack of communication. Music-theatre 
was a way to make music accessible 


through telling stories.” But even then, she 
realised that such events drew only a tiny 
group of people from a small world, and 
that many people were alienated by the 
music. “I knew I had to find a way of work- 
ing with m usicians, to extract something 
of the excitement I felt In trying to make 
music and theatre work together” 

The Gogmagogs idea came into being 
when a bunch of string players, Catchpole’s 
Pro Corda friends, worked with Bailey in 
workshops which explored playing and 
moving involving the whole body and per- 
sonality of the performer. “AH the Gogs 
have been drawn towards playing cham- 
ber music, rather than being a soloist or 
in a symphony orchestra,” says Catehpole. 

“1 remember one residential workshop 
which included a lot of improvisation,” says 
Bailey. “One night the string players sat 
down and did a Mendelssohn octet These 
people had known each other for years. I 
couldn't believe the level of communica- 
tion that was going on beyond the music, 
but within the music. They had this 
extraordinarily sexy chemistry!” Bailey’s 
vision was that if they coul d shift that qual- 
ity to an “equally sensitive physical chem- 
istry between the players”, they could 
make something very special. 


And this is exactly what they have done. 
Through hard work, talent and an inspired 
choice of collaborators, they have created 
their own, remarkably flexible genre. 
“In any performance, even If you are just 
sitting in a chair playing, the audience is 
affected by everything you are giving out 
physically," says Catehpole. “I was 
brought up to believe that only the sound 
matters." 

“I was astonished," says Bailey, “when 
Nell said that in classical training the op- 
timum point of playing was to be actually 
stiff" Catehpole has left this aspect of her 
education far behind: “You start to accept 
that your whole personality and way of 
moving feeds into the performance” 

“We try to make the performer re- 
sponsible for actually communicating the 
music,” says Bailey. “What we're doing, 
rather than make ‘music-theatre’ pieces 
that might be profoundly untheatrical, is 
saying that the vsy act of playing can itself 
provoke and become theatre. If you find 
a composer who understands spatial 
ideas and working off bodies in space, 
you've got something that’s really excit- 
ing... and quite rare." Among the com- 
posers who have taken the Gogmagogs 
challenge are John Tavener; Mike West- 


brook, Jane Gardner; Errollyn Wallen, 
Said Murad and Haukur Tomasson. 

Gogmagogs have done this so well, and 
to so much acclaim, that it is easy to for- 
get how revolutionary they are. There is 
no real precedent for what they are doing. 
“1 don't think there's another model of a 
theatre director working with musicians,” 
says Bailey. “But we want to pursue it be- 
yond just choreographing movement to 
music. My interest has been to somehow 
express tee movement within the music.” 

Perhaps Gogmagogs are an example of 
the “destructive minds” Walter Benj amin 
said were needed for the development of 
culture. They may seem jolly and acces- 
sible, but they are on a serious mission. 
Bailey muses: “somebody said that when 
we look back on this period of ‘classical 
music' it will be a kind of blip in time that 
meant nothing to tee overall movements 
of music: one tiny fraction of tee popula- 
tion had this thing called ‘classical music'. 
Now tee hierarchies are breaking down, 
becoming more organic, hence the mix- 
ture of different artforms and people 
seeking collaborations rather than a kind 
of tight structure. Music is about music- 
makhag and performing -not about study- 
ing hard scores!” 


Romeo 
in a blur 


Dance 


ENGLISH NATIONAL BALLET 

MAYFLOWER 

SOUTHAMPTON 


WE NEED a moratorium on 
performances of Prokofiev's Romeo 
and JvUet Radio 3 seems to play bits of 
it about three times a day, although this 
programmatic music only makes sense 
in the theatre, and the stages of Britain 
are Uttered with ballet companies 
presenting innumerable versions. 

Take English National Ballet, for 
instance. They already had two distinct 
productions of Romeo, which are 
among tee four best of the 30 or so I 
have seen: Ashton's for the finest 
choreography, Nureyev’s the most 
dramatic. Only the Lavrovsky and 
Cranko versions rival teem. But not 
content, ENB has put on a third 
Romeo, and a third-rate one at that 

It’s understandable that artistic 
director Derek Deane was obliged to 
cobble together a special production for 
the vast arena of the Albert Hall last 
year, but why adapt that for ordinary 
stages, as he has now done? I note, 
having studied tee small print of the 
lavish programme, that tee word 
“choreography" nowhere appears in 
connection with his contribution. That 
at least indicates a realistic modesty. 
There are steps in plenty, often too 
many of teem at once, and much heavy 
histrionics, but choreography in the 
sense of imaginative, expressive and 
musically patterned dances? Fbrget it 

Deane's production of Romeo looks 
like a smudged copy of too many 
others, with the poor dancers milling 
around trying to make sense of tee 
action. They are not helped by Roberta 
Guidi di Bagno's elaborate new decor; 
which overwhelms them with 
oversized painted figures, and 
infuriates with the fidgety gimmick of 
having tee front curtain in seven 
vertical strips, showing sections of 
different tapestries, which go up and 
down during the scene changes. 
Howard Harrison's lighting puts 
disruptive shadows everywhere. 

The performers do their best The 
orchestra under Patrick Flynn’s 
direction was in better form than it has 
been. Tamara Rojo again makes a 
sweetty passionate Juliet, just as at the 
Albert Hall, so good as to make me wish 
she were in a better production. 

She has a new Romeo in Boris de 
Leeuw: no great shakes as an actor but 
eager enough, and an able, personable 
dancer with his slim legs and curly 
brown hair. Mereutio and Benvoho are 
not very sharply delineated by Deane, 
but Dmitri Gruzdyev and Ruben Martin 
jump about energetically. Some roles 
are oddty conceived: a shifty Lord 
CapuJet, his wife over the top except 
where it matters, after Tybalt’s death, 
and this latter looking like a refugee 
from BJackadder. 

JOHN PERCIVAL 


The ascent of Man 


Theatre 


THE DISPUTE 

RSC THE OTHER PLACE 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 


«e 


SUPPOSE YOU had been reared 
in solitary confinement by a pair 
of minders of a different colour. 
Well, just about the only prob- 
lem you’d be in a prime position 
to avoid, I suppose, would be 
peer-pressure. Then suppose 
that, at the age of 18, hormones 
raging, you were suddenly un- 
leashed into a world where it 
turned out that there were 
three other guinea pigs like 
yourself; forming a mixed-dou- 
bles replay of Eden. Suppose, 
in addition, that unbeknownst 
to you, there was a balconied 
aristocratic audience watch- 
ing, hoping to decide a bet 
about which sex would, through 
infidelity; be the first to cause 
a re-enactment of the Fall- 
This is the perverted set-up 
in Marivaux’s exquisitely know- 
ing tragi -comedy, written in 
1740, about the victims of an ex- 
orbitantly’ heartless experi- 
ment. Neil Bartlett’s superb 
revival - set on the edges of a 
costume ball in the 1930s and 
using his own cannfly nuancea 
translation - is brilliantly alive 
both to the philosophical tonK- 
iness and the physied fara- 
cality of this monitored descent 
into emotional 
deed, it's the achievement pf fas 
production to show that these 
two aspects are amusingly 

divisible. . . - 

Patrice Chereau s celebrat 
ed 1970s production mad? 
heavy weather of expen; 
ment's affinities with. 

forms of institutionalised tor 

ture.ItwasostentatwustyPgt 

de Sade, Freud, and Hitier. 



Charlotte Handle and Haydey Carmichael Gerumt Lewis 


Without one whit distracting 
from tee cruelty ’tee piece 
dramatises, Bartlett's staging 
allows room for the ditzy de- 
lightfulness of tee blundering 
innocence to make an impact 
even as it succumbs to cor- 
ruption. Playing Egle, Hayfay 
Carmichael - a young actress 
who, amazingly, seems to pool 
the talents of Judi Dench and 
Kathryn Hunter - Winks and 
gropes her way into apparent 
freedom like one of tee prison- 
ers at the end of Fiddio and 
with a degree of fearful, won- 
dering openness that makes 
Miranda in The tempest look 
about as unworldly as Mar- 
lene Dietrich. From tee mo- 
ment that Martin Freeman’s 
wonderfully winning Azof shuf- 
fles on, resembling one of the 
Lost Boys from the not-so-dis- 
tant territory of Peter Pan, tee 
proceedings beautifully chart 
the novices’ fumbling forays 
into verbal and body Language. 

“He's a friend Fve made. 
He’s called Man and he’s from 
a worid near here,” declares 
one of tee foursome in tee ca- 
sual Estuary accents teat work 

so well for this production. 
Meanwhile, on the physical 


front, Freeman and the excel- 
lent John Padden are busy 
che cking each other out for 
breasts in little prods that then, 
just to reassure themselves 
about their sexuality; become 
thumps as they dance around 
like boxers. Carmichael and 
an hilariously peevish Charlotte 
Randle are seen c o mpeti t ively 
shoving compact mirrors in 
one another’s faces and inse- 
curely aping their rivals’ ges- 
tures. It reminds you, if in an 
irreverent context, of Auden’s 
lines: “Syes, in which I learn/ 
That I am glad to look; return/ 
My smile". “Return” here, 
though, as in return to sendee 
It all ends in tears. The pro- 
duction transmits an awful 
sense of bewildering loss and 
. danger as the quartet, jetti- 
soned by their now-disgusted 
carers and by tee Prince and 
his estranged fianc& advance 
on a newly introduced young 
couple who ding to each other 
and cower as though from 
predatory wild animals. This is 
a devilishly clever staging of a 
diabolically potent play. 

PAUL’DffLOR 
Tb March 20. Bar office: 01789 
295623 
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Leisure Activities 


WHY NOT BE 
A WRITER? 


As a freelance writer, you can earn very good money in your 
spare time, writing the stories, articles, books, scripts etc. that 
editors and publishers want Millions of pounds are paid annual- 
ly In fees and royalties. Earning your share can be fun, profitable 
and creatively most fuififlng. 

To help you become a successful writer we offer you a first class, 
home study course from professional writers - individual guidance 
from expert tutors, and flexible tuition tailored to your own require- 
ments. You are shown how to make the most of your abilities, where 
to find ideas, how to turn them into publishable writing and how to sell 
them. In short, we show you exactly how to become a published writer. 
If you want writing success - this is the way to start! 

Whatever your writing ambitions, we can help you to achieve them. 
For we give you an effective, stimulating and most enjoyable creative 
writing course... appreciated by students and acclaimed by experts. 
We are so confident that we can help you become a published writer 
that we give you a full refund guarantee. If you have not earned your 
course fees from published writing by the time you finish the course, 
we will refund them in full. 

H you want to be a writer send or call for your free copy of our prospec- 
tus. now. 


[ FREE CALL •s 0800 856 2008 J 

YOUR COURSE 



• 30 MODULES 


NAME 

-8 HANDBOOKS 
-AUDIO CASSETTE 
-20 ASSIGNMENTS 


ADDRESS 

* FLEXIBLE STUDY 
- 15 DAY TRIAL 



- FULL REFUND 


POST 

GUARANTEE 


CODE 

Tr Unfr»A jWiilf r> 

The Writers Bureau 
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SOMETHING COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT FOR 1999 

Learn to work with metal. Decorative or practical, 
whatever your idea, our Scottish Highland metal-craft 
holidays will make it a reality. No previous skill 
required. Traditional crofthouse and large studio set in 
14 acres with superb seaviews. Get away from it all. 

Expert, patient tuition, a warm welome, stunning 
scenery and hearty food await you. Weekly courses 
include accommodation and all meals. 

For a truly inspired holiday please call 
DUNBEATH ARTWORKS 

on 01593 731458 
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House & Home 


FABRIC 

WORLD 

Largest stockist of 
designer 

curtain/upholstcty 
fabrics in London. 
Fabric that would 
normally cost from 
f 15 - £30 per metre is 
sold at £5.50 - £14.30 
per metre. 

Full interior design 
and m akin g up 
service available. 

FOR ALL 
ENQUIRIES 
TELEPHONE 
0181 643 5127 
or 

'0181 688 6282 

287 -289 High St, 
Sutton. Surrey. 
6/10 Brighton Road, 
South Croydon, 
Surrey. 

‘BOTH SHOPS ARE 
30 MINUTES FROM 
CENTRAL 
LONDON! 


To advertise in this 
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Siobhan Me Caul 
on 0171 293 2347. 
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PEP AND ISA 
IIIVESTMBfT TRUST PLC 
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decs, 1642-1999, most tides avsl- 
ablo. ideal blnMay gffl- Ram am- 
bar WhsfL Tel: 0181-783 6363. Or 
CALL FREE 0500 520 000. 


No. 001263 of 1999 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
ZENECA GROUP PLC 
AND IN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that a petition was on 
ISUi February 1999 presented 


to Her Majesty's High Own 
dcciortnc coour main® 


of Justice for 
of the caocdlauoa of all ofibc 
share capital of the above- 


named Company By a special 
inn of Un “ 


resolution of the Co 
expressed fo lake eflect 
immediately upon the 
cancellation of the Company's 
share capital the capital of 
the Compaav will be 
increased to £j(l000 divided 
into SOJXXI ordinarv shares, of 
£] cadi and USS&OCOUiOO 
limited uilo 2.-HIUOO.QOO 
shares or USS025 each. 

AND NOTICE IS 
FURTHER GIVEN that the 
said petition is directed lo he 
bean before the Registrar of 
Ibc C omp ani e s Court at Ihc 
Royal courts of Justice. 
Strand. London WC2A 2LL 
on Wednesday 17th March. 
I9W. 
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of the 


said Company desiring 
to opjxKc ibe making of an 
order lor the confirmation of 
the said reduction of capital 
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Counsel Car itni purpose. 
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be furnished in any such 
nun requiting the same 
the under-mentioned 
ilon on payment of the 
regulated charge lor the same. 
Dated 2nd dav of March 
1999 
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the THURSDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 4 March 1999 


FILM 


Tasteful, all 


too tasteful 


H ave you noticed how 
long movies are these 
days? One of die more 
alarming repercus- 
sions of James 
Cameron’s Titanic is 
the way the film’s suc- 
cess has sanctioned not just the runaway 
budget but the runaway length. It now 
seems that three hours is perfectly ac- 
ceptable as a running time. While this 
might be justified in the case of a Malick 
or a Spielberg, it feels like bad news as a 
trend: why on earth was Meet Joe Blade 
allowed to snail past the three-hour mark? 

Time can, of course, play tricks in the 
dark. It's not how long a movie lasts, but 
how long it seems. I recently sat down to 
watch a movie at 10.30 in the morning. TWo 
hours later I sneaked a look at my watch: 
it was 10.45. Jonathan Demme’s Beloved 
isn’t in that category, but it does last dose 
to three hours, and once it's over you can’t 
quite understand why it should have taken 
so long. It isn't exactly boring, but it lacks 
any of the qualities that could sustain its 
inordinate length: narrative drive, pas- 
sionate engagement, thematic complexi- 
ty. And this is a film about black slavery! 

That it fails to work is certainly no fault 
of the source material. Tbni Morrison's 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel was 
remarkable both for its haunting, mythic 
resonance and its lyrical, metalled prose. 
Oprah Winfrey who stars in the film, op- 
tioned the rights to the book when it was 
published in 1987. and the potency of the 
material is there for all to see. It’s a blade 
American version of Medea set against the 
tumultuous backdrop of slavery, spooked 


The Big picture 



ANTHONY QUINN 


BELOVED (15) 
DIRECTOR: JONATHAN DEMME 
STARRING: OPRAH WINFREY, 
DANNY GLOVER. THANDIE NEWTON. 
KIMBERLEY ELISE 
171 MINUTES 


with guilt and a grippingly morbid inten- 
sity. Morrison’s story operated on a dual 
time-scheme, either side of the Civil War 
in 1873, Sethe (Winfrey) is a one-time slave 
and mother of three scraping by in rural 
Ohio, where she fled 18 years previously 
from the Sweet Home farm in Kentucky. 
Memories of that place (“It wasn't sweet, 
and it sure wasn’t home”) are painfully 
reawakened by the reappearance of Paul 
D (Danny Glover), a fellow fugitive who 
shows up after years of wandering. 

Sethe is happy enough to see him. but 
what Paul D finds on entering her house 
isn’t anything he’s prepared for The walls 
glow orange, the floorboards shake, the 
windows rattle: it’s the ghost of Sethe's 
infant daughter murdered 18 years ago and 


stffl play in g haVOC With ttip family fhmitant * 
Only Settle and her other daughter Den- 
ver (Rjmbexfy Elisej, have remained in the 
house. Paul D refuses to be cowed by the 
outraged revenant, and after weathering 
i*mri»[y- siwwhing and table-turning, dri- 
ves the ghost away. I guess this is intend- 
ed to be high drama. All it reminded me 
of was Sterve Martin in The Mon Wttfi Two 
Brains confessing a new-found love before 
a portrait of his dead wife and asking for 
a sign if she disapproves. (The portrait 
starts spinning, lightning flashoc etcj 

With the bouse becalmed, a romance 
springs up between Sethe and Paul D, who 
turn out to have matching scars on then- 
backs from the white man’s whip. In the 
novel one senses the urgency of their 
connection: a communion of two grateful 
survivors with stories to tell one another: 
It's here that we expect the film-makers 
to shift back to the time of Sweet Home in 
order to detail the misery and suffering of 
the slave past this, we’re sure, will be the 
heart of the movie. 

Instead, past and present have been 
turned back to front Sethe’s escape from 

Kgnfaifky and t h e birth rtfhpr daughter nn 

the banks of the Ohio are condensed into 
amber-lit flashbacks t expertly done 
finely played by lisa Gay Hamilton as the 
young Settle, yet much too fleeing for then- 
significance to be felt Jonathan Demme 
concentrates instead on the present - the 
Winfrey-led sections - in which a beauti- 
ful young woman (Thandie Newton) 
dressed in black shows up at Sethe’s 
home, drooling and talking in a voice that 
sounds like a demonic frog. This is Beloved, 
the ghost of the murdered daughter in 



Too serene to malm the pulse race: L to R, Kimberley Elise, Oprah Winfrey, Thandie Newton 


human shape, and armed to the teeth with 
vengeful schemes. 

It is also, rm afraid, an absurd mis- 
judgement Newton, memorable in John 
Duigan’s lovely coming-ofage movie Flirt- 
ing, is here allowed full rein to make a fool 
of herself, wobbling her head, twisting her 
mouth and slowing her voice to Fbrrest 
Gump pace. Her introduction also has die 
effect of slowing the picture. Demme, who 
possibly played second fiddle to fellow pro- 
ducer^ Winfrey, seems to be tiptoeing round 
the scenery - a strange turnaround from 
the man who brought us The SQence of the 


Lambs. Slots of butterflies and birds pro- 
liferate throughout like last week’s The 
Thin Red Line, much is made of the enig- 
matic beauty of nature. I kept waiting for 
the boots most horrifying scene - one 
which has stayed with me in the 10 years 
since I read it involving a chain gang stand- 
ing in a trench while their white owners 
sexualfy abuse them. And, wouldn't you 
know, the film completely overlooks it (It's 
on pages 107-1 08 of the Picador paperback, 
in case you’re interested). 

Perhaps people will find a meaning or 
even an uplift in Beloved which I missed, 


ALSO SHOWING 


HESTEN THOMAS V1NTERBERG (1 5) ■ KN AND ADAMS IDRISSA OU^DRAOGO ■ SGHPAAA ERIC POPPE (1 8) | THE 39 STEPS ALFRED HITCHCOCK (PG) 


WE'VE ALREADY had one great 
traumatic father-and-son movie 
this year in Paul Schrader’s 
Affliction: now there is a 
second in Fes (cn. The young 
Danish director Thomas 
Vinterberg spends the first 
half-hour slyly confusing us as 
to what sort of film we’re meant 
to be watching. Ostensibly it’s 
about an affluent, bourgeois 
family gathering to celebrate 
the 60th birthday of their for- 
midable patriarch (Henning 
Maritzen). Here come dutiful 
son Christian (Ulrich Thom- 
sen). now a successful chef in 
Paris; younger brother Michael 


(Thomas Bo Larsen), dieating 
husband and ne’er-do well; 
their free-spirit sister Helene 
(Paprika Steen), plus sundry 
other relatives and friends. 

The one notable absentee is 
Christian’s twin sister, Linda, 
whose recent suicide rever- 
berates through the family 
house and unexpectedly be- 
comes the focal point of the 
birthday celebrations. Picture 
the scene: the guests are done 
up to the nines and making 
merry over the dinner table 
when Christian rises to toast his 
father; as agreed Only it’s not 
a fond filial tribute -it’s a calm 


denunciation of the old nun for 
sexualfy ahusin g him and his 
dead sister when they were 
kids. The silence that falls over 
the assembled, followed by a 
stifled clap, is ghastly perfec- 
tion. It’s impossible to imagine 
a more horrible accusation. 
What we urgently need to dis- 
cover is whether it’s true 
Vmterberg’s distinctive vi- 
sual style - a shaky verite look 
- is governed by the Dogme 
code of film-making, whose 
rules he formulated with fellow 
Dane Lars von frier: In effect 
it means using only hand-held 
camera, natural light and 


W A triumph of form and emotion. A film destined 
to capture our hearts and fortify our spirits.” 


untreated sound. More impor- 
tantly it’s tiie boldly naturalis- 
tic performances he draws 

frnm his rast that malm thftfihn 

soar; from bit parts all the way 
up to Moritzerf s paternal mon- 
ster tit’s testament to the film’s 
extraordinary subtlety that, by 
the end, you may fed a terrible 
shiver of sympathy for him.) 

At times, this terrific party- 
on-the-verge-of-a-nervous- 
breakdown recalls Robert 
Altman’s A Wedding, and there 
are shades of Bufiuel in the way 
the veneer of respectability is 
peded away to reveal vicious- 
ness and hypocrisy. Yd Vin- 
terberg has no reason to stand 
in anybody’s shadow: his film 
has a confidence all its own, and 
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and farce wifi be hard to forget 
fSni and Adams is a tale of 
two friends who long to es- 
cape their tumbledown exis- 
tence in the remote Zimb- 
abwean countryside. Kini (Vusi 
Knneni) and Adams (David 
MohlokD have spent the last 
five years patiently repairing an 
old wreck of a car which they 


hope will transport them to a 
brighter future in the dty. But 
fissures in their friendship 
begin to show when Kini, the re- 
sponsible family man, is pro- 
moted to foreman at the quarry 
where they both work, and 
Adams, a dreamy type, falls 
helplessly prey to a rapacious 
working girl Idrissa Ouddrao- 
go’s film has a storybook sim- 
plicity; and makes good use of 
the parched landscape. What 
hobbles it is some amateur- 
hour acting and a script that’s 
distinctly programmatic the 
constant exchange of dismal, 
heavy-handed jokes is particu- 
larly unfortunate. 

Norway’s main newspaper 
Dqgblodet called Schpaaa “ the 
most important Norwegian film 
of the decade", so I was braced 
for something out of the com- 
mon rude Erik Poppe’s feature 
debut turns out to be an ener- 
getic, though hardly ground- 
breaking, portrait of disaSeded 
youth on the streets of Oslo. Its 
focus Is the friendship between 
13-year-old Jonas (Mattel An- 
dressen Abou-Zelof) and 15- 



‘Ftesten’: a seamless melding of tragedy and force 


year-old Emir CJalal Zahed- 
jekta), a war child from former 
Yugoslavia; along with three 
other mixed-descent Norwe- 
gian kids they hang on the 
fringes of the Oslo underworld, 
bunking off school, stealing 
and, in the time-honoured tra- 
dition of youth, smashing things 
up. But they get in over their 
beads when a heroin deal back- 
fires and gang loyalties reach 
critical mass. The filmmakers 
reveal a n a m bivalent sympathy 


for their tearaway subjects, 
which is fine, but there’s noth- 
ing especially insightful about 
the treatment of teenage crim- 
inality. And the doomy techno- 
soundtrack protests “urban 
jungle" with galumphing self- 
importance. If you want the 
dope on Oslo’s peculiar drab- 
ness, try Pal Sletaune’s won- 
derful Junk Moil 
Graham Greene once com- 
plained of Hitchcock’s “inade- 
quate sense of reality”, and 
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though I cant see how it would enthrall any- 
one. It’s somehow too strait-laced, too dreg- 
gy, too solemn in its reverence to make the 
pulse race. The film's preferred method of 
signallin g high emotion is to have a massed 
choir warbling out an ethereal hymn. 
While Winfrey and Glover haven't di^paoed 
themselves in tiie central roles, there’s oo 
sense of a performance being wrenched out 
of them: they look oddty serene for former 
slaves. Aside from a handful of brief flash- 
backs, nothing much ruffles the stately 
progress of an adaptation which misguid- 
edfy glosses terror with tastefulness. 


!<aeu.-'" 


it’s true that The 39 Steps ( 1935). - 
has its fair share of inconsis- 
tencies and plot-holes. Yet no : 
matter how many times you 
watch it, there’s something ir- 
resistible about this creaking 
melodrama. Part of the appeal 
Ues in its comedy: the opening 
music-hall scene is a hilarious 
view of the London masses at 
leisure, barracking the MC 
from the stalls and brawling 
over nothing. It also emerges in 
Hitchcock’s sense of mischief - 
his handcuffing of suave Robert 
Donat to the prissy Madeleine 
Carroll injects an erotic un- 
dertone that’s typically per- 
verse. Yet what modern 
audiences will most respond to 
is its innocence, the glimpse of 
a bygone age when it was OK 
to smoke in theatres, wear fab- 
ulous overcoats and invite a 
mysterious woman back to 
your pad withouta hintof sala- 
dousness - and then cook her 
a piece of haddock. In those , 
pre-Delia days that most have 
required some style. 

AQ 

AU films released tomorrow 


BAJFTA NOMINATION 

BEST FOREIGN FILM 



★ ★★★★ 

“Remarkable, poignant... Life-Affirming. 
Magnificently enthralling... Don’t miss it.” 


Fernanda Montenegro Marilla Pfira Vinicius de Oliveira 


CENTRA! STATION 


(Central do Brasil) 


A Film by Walter Salles 
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Starts 


Marchl!iE%fl= 

and at selected cinemas nationwide 




RUSHES 


Mike Higgins 


TODAY’S RUSHES feels it 
should give the Human 
Rights Watch Film 
Festival a belated 
mention. After two weeks 
at the Brixton Ritzy, 
London, the festival 
shows a final programme 

today. Why plug it now? 
Who, Rushes has been 
pruned to proclaim the 
HRWFF to the free world 
for a while, but lost the 
battle for page space. 

To re-cap, then, the 
festival gave Jonathan 
Demme’s adaptation of 
Toni Morrison's novel its 
UK premiere. It also 
featured the Chilean film- 
maker Patricio G uzman’ s 
long-term documentation 
of Chile’s political turmoil 
over the last 30 years. The 
second part of his epic 
Battle qf Chile trilogy 
(1973-79), on the build-up 
to the coup, made for 
ffluminating, if grim, 
viewing. Alende’s desire 
to pacify the privileged 
right wing of his country 
now seems utterly 
misguided and Guzman 
allows the tension to build 
with almost savage grace. 
Impressive, too, was the 
film of Guzman’s return to 
Chile in 2996 after 23 years 


of exiles Chile, Obstinate 
Memory. Will there be 
another chance to see 
these films? Last year 
HRWFF showed Waco, the 
Rules of Engagement, 
causing such a stir that 
BBC2's StoryvULe strand 
picked it up. Let’s hope the 
same happens here. (As 
for Guzman, he’s just been 
awarded $100,000 by the 
US-based Soros Institute 
to raalrfi “the last film 
about Pinochet”). 

Anyway, do the right 
thing and get down to 
Brixton this afternoon: 
Sacrifice (a documentary 
on Burmese child 
prostitutes) plays at 
430pm, followed by 
Windhorse (a Tibetan 
political drama) at 7pm 
and I7ie City (a tale of 
New York working-class 
struggle) at 930pm. 


JUST A couple of weeks 
into his post-ER career; 
gorgeous George Clooney 
is dose to landing a role 
in a Coen brothers 
project Brother, Where 
Art Thou, will be the 
literary adaptation to end 
them all, based as it is on 
Horner’s Odyssey. 
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It could have been a contender 


Boxing s compres sed and explosive drama has made some great movies. Southpaw isn’t one of them. By Jonathan Rendall 



ddie, the fight game in this 
country is felling apart 
The boys are getting too 
smart. They all wanna go to 
college and be doctors and 
. .. . -f . Dwyers. They don’t wanna 
fight for a hvm no more.” 

Thie, true. Everyone in boxing is 

nrinBthPRflmpfhitur 'rkic n ■ 


■ r wvi UM , *iC 4 c jj ciuumer Pimp tola 
Eddie: “The fight game today is all about 
show business. The best showman be- 
comes the champ." See? On the button. 
And Nick wasn’t even saying it today. He 
was saying it in 1956 to Humphrey Boga- 
rt, who played Eddie in The Harder They 
Pan, in the opening scene of the best box- 
ing film ever made. 

Eddie is a fallen former big-name 
sportswriter. He sells his soul to Nick (Rod 
Steiger), boxing promoter and seriously 


a mac of impeccable if con- 
stantly buffeted integrity, has to master- 
mind the hype surrounding Toro Moreno. 
El Toro is a ©ant, a freak of nature. He can’t 
fight a lick and smarts- wise he’s no more 
than an innocent child, but it doesn’t 
matter His every victory will be fixed until 
he reaches the golden payday of a heavy- 
weight title challenge. There, of course, he 
will be annihilated. But it wiD be a veiy good 
bit of business for Nick, and Eddie will get 
a big slice, too. 

Just putting down the trails cripted 
quotes of this old film can make you fbel 
engaged, perhaps a little Runyonesque, 
intoxicated by the extremes of the boxing 
world; its compression of our lon g exis- 
tences, the barely perceptible dips in our 
graphs where aspiration turns to man- 
ageable disappointment Not like boxing: 
there you get a jagged graph like a light- 
ning bolt, always endin g in that steep 
^descent, you get white heat and icy dark- 
ness in one tbree-minute round, multiple 
tear-stained lifetimes all in the space of 
one fighter's six-year career You can un- 
derstand why film-makers and writers get 
drawn to it There’s more material than 
you can use. There’s guaranteed pathos. 
It's so easy. 

And, the best thing is, it’s still there. In 
a town near you: the boxing gym. 
Crammed with eager kids - invariably the 
majority win be the poorest kids -just start- 
ing off on that doomed rollercoaster ride. 
Why not slip back to 1956 for a while? In 
the early 90s I showed a tape of 3he Hard- 
er to a young London middleweight I 
knew, a medium-ranking pro. As the cred- 
its rolled, he leapt up and unleashed a four- 
punch combination at the air excitedly. 
“That film has got it man!” he exclaimed 
“Nuffin’s changed! rm tellinyah! Nuffini" 

That’s the key, you see. Boxing is the 
^ same story, over and over again. It’s only 



Centre: Robert De Niro in 'Raging Boll’: clockwise, Tat City’, Francis Barrett in ‘Southpaw’ and Rod Steiger with Bogart in The Harder They Fall' 


the names of the boxers that change. So 
if you're going to tell the story on film 0. 
mean, tell it with a view to saying some- 
thing) you'd better be good, because 
you’re going to be directly comparable 
with every other film that’s told the story 
before: not just The Hoarder, but films such 
as Raging Bull and fid City with Stacey 
Keach and Jeff Bridges. 

Actually, Raging Bull might have 
eclipsed The Hairier but for a terrible piece 
of casting that gives the role of Sugar Ray 
Robinson, the pound-for pound slickest, 
deadliest handsomest boxer-puncher ever 
to lace them on, to a novice actor who not 
only obviously can’t fight but is ugly, too. 
Otherwise, of course, it’s a magical, beau- 
tifully shot truth-ride; and, speaking as 
someone who's watched the ref's fingers 
unfurl over him from a canvas-prone 
position, also replicates better than any- 
thing the strange, dark, neurone-popping 
mood of the ring when you’re bring ren- 
dered semi-conscious in public. 

As for Fed City it too is a gem and is a 
solid No. 3. It’s director; John Huston, a for- 


mer amateur boxer; was a fight nut who 
also understood the ring’s tragic grandeur 
with true, regretful wisdom. 

What all three films have in common is 
that, like the best fighters, they know ex- 
actly what they are doing. The Runy- 
onesque stuff is there but it’s just a feint, 
to lead you in, to take you down into the 
real trade, the meat end. 

Which brings me, finally, to South- 


wrong in that A decade ago the photog- 
rapher Bruce Weber; made a beautiful 
documentary. Broken Noses, which also 
passed the art test and that's not even 
mentioning When We Were Kings. But if 
you're going to talk the talk, you've got to 
walk the walk. 

Francis Barrett can fight He’s a young 
brawler who's all over you from first bell 
to last His defence is not the best but he 


Boxing is the same story over and over again . 
It's only the names of the boxers that change 


paw. I would have put it in higher but 1 
wanted Southpaw to know what it’s up 
against Southpaw comes with all the ap- 
parel of a feature film, it’s title is preceded 
by the words, “Downtown Pictures Pre- 
sent." It's bring represented by a PR 
company and its getting a dnema release. 
In fact, its a documentary about an Irish 
amateur fighter; Frauds Barrett Nothing 


is all heart and, win or lose, he won’t let 
you down. Ybu may remember him from 
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. 

He was said to be the first ‘‘traveller" 
to be picked for Ireland- He carried the 
flag at the opening ceremony; onfy tobe 
eliminated in the second round by a use- 
ful African jab-and-mover. Southpaw cov- 
ers this journey and his subsequent 


ongoing struggle to get in shape for the 
Sydney 2000 games. You can’t go wrong 
with a subject like Francis. Fbrget 1956, 
his living conditions are more 1930s de- 
pression: a muddy Galway caravan site, 
each wagon stacked with relatives cling- 
ing on to dignity, no hot water. And out- 
side the ring Frauds is a shy channel; with 
an innocent smile. If I recommended that 
you saw Southpaw, it would be just for 
Francis. His material’s so good. He is a 
star: But then again, this is boxing. It’s the 
least you expect It's not the criteria. 

Unfortunately all the rest -the film-mak- 
ing part - is bad, oh, bad. The director; a 
Mr Liam McGrath, gets sidetracked by his 
sub-theme, that Francis's rise to brief 
Atlanta fame shattered “traveller" stereo- 
types and was good for everyone, includ- 
ing Francis and his folks. Well, this may be 
an admirable idea, but as McGrath well 
knows - but does not indude in the film, 
even as a written postscript - it is partic- 
ularly inappropriate in Francis's case. 

About two-thirds through, just as the 
pathos should be kicking in, you realise 


that the film-makers don't even know the 
story. And if you don’t know the story, bow 
can you even attempt to get down to the 
meat? Instead, you realise they want to 
make a nice bitter-sweet, but ultimately 
happy end. There’s a big white flower 
strewn traveller's wedding in London, and 
then after a bit the screen goes black 
except for some written information, to 
bring us up to date, which says that 
Francis is happily back in training and 
gunning for gold in Sydney. 

Let me say what actually happened. 
The publicity Francis Barrett received in 
Atlanta seriously offended the macho 
wing of Ireland's traveller community. To 
them, it’s bare-knuckle fighting that’s 
the thing. Frauds was invited to prove 
himself but he refused. This was taken as 
cowardice. Finally, last year, his father 
agreed to take Francis to a meet with the 
traveller honchos where they could ex- 
plain their reasons. There they were 
jumped and stabbed, though both have re- 
covered. I asked Southpaw's PR compa- 
ny about this and was told: “Liam is saving 
itforthesequeL" 

Sequel, eh? Well, I’m sorry, Liam, but 
you blew’ it You had the real story but you 
censored itfor the sake of your happy su- 
perficial one. 

As for sequels, the truth doesn't wait. In 
boxing, it moves jast And by the way 1 hope 
Downtown Pictures paid its star Did they? 
rd just like to know. 

Anyway, it's Francis I'm more worried 
about In these Prince Naz days, his hon- 
est lack of showmanship could make him 
an antidotal showman. But from South- 
paw it’s clear Francis is still fixed on glory 
and also guilt - how he let his fans down 
in Atlanta and how he’s going to make it 
up to them. Well, that too is noble but in 
his sphere it’s also damaging and naive. 
The boxing game gets almost everyone 
in the end - even All - and the one thing 
you can’t afford is naivety. 

It may be innocence-shattering but 
someone really should tell Francis the 
story, that actually a few have got out sol- 
vent and intact by throwing off their ego 
and their boxing-addiction and walking 
away young enough for the punches to 
leave only slight imprints. 

It's what Eddie says to Toro Moreno 
about the fans: “Have you seen their 
faces? They pay a few lousy bucks to see 
a man get killed. To hell with them. Think 
of yourself. Take your money and get out 
of this rotten business." 


‘Southpaw 1 is released in selected cine- 
mas from March 1 7. Jonathan RendaM's 
book, ^isBkx>dyMw^ Is TheLast Thing 
I Own - a journey to the end erf boxing', 
is published by Faber and Faber, price 
£6.99. 




Double Bill 


DAVID KANE, DIRECTOR OF THIS YEAR’S LOVE’, CURRENTLY ON RELEASE, ON HIS IDEAL CINEMATIC PAIRING 


HAROLD AND MAUDE 

(HAL ASHBY, 1971) 
BEING THERE 
(HAL ASHBY 1979) 


HAL ASHBY is a really great 
director; and these are both 
black comedies, which is 
why I thought they would 
be good as a double bill. 
They are such well-made 
and original films. 

Harold and Maude is 
about a young man 
obsessed with suicide, who 
drives around in a big 
hearse, and stages his own 
death. He wants to scare 
people. He meets a 79-year- 
old woman at one of the 
funerals, a concentration 
camp survivor, and falls in 
love. It explores the love 
affair between two 
eccentrics. 

The film appeals because 
they are two eccentric 
people who must relate to 
one another. She teaches 
him to enjoy life more - he 
doesn't have much of a Life 
because he is obsessed 
with death. She brings him 
out of himself. And he gives 
her love and affection. 



Some found the physical 
relationship between an old 
woman and a young boy 

shocking at the time, and it 
is still highly unusuaL But it 
is filmed decently and shot 
in a subtle, restrained way. 
It’s dassy. 

In Being There a man 
has grown up in a huge 
house where he’s worked in 
the garden since he was a 
child. He has never been 
outside the walls of the 
garden, until the rich old 
man dies and he is evicted. 
To make things worse, the 
only way he has seen the 
real world is through TV- 
through fantasy - makin g 
the film a modem parable. 


He gets picked up by a 
milli onaire politician's wife, 
becoming an adviser to the 
politician and by proxy to 
the President Everything 
he says is taken as wisdom. 
In fact, he is almost a 
moron. He is just thought to 
be a wise man who has 
come out of a paradise 
existence. He talks in a 
really childish way about 
his garden, because that is 
all he knows, but people 
think he is being clever and 
wise. He is literally talking 
about his garden. It’s very 
funny. 

I think Being There is 
the more cynical film, 
representative of an 


attitude to society that was 
growing at the time. It's 
about how society is 
desensitised to suffering. 
The rn?f n f*hfl r acier doe sn ’t 
really have any emotions; 
he doesn't know about 
relationships and feelings. 
In Harold a nd Maude, hfe 
is about love and affection. 

But they each make 
heroes of outsiders. I don’t 
thmk outsider films would 
get made in the 
mainstream studios these 
days; thing s have changed 
so much. Hollywood has 
dumbed down a lot; films 
aren't nearly as inte lligen t 
Interview by 
Jennifer Rodger 
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The boy from Brazil 


Director 






Shot on a shoestring and starring a former shoeshine boy, director Walter Salles’ Central Station 
is set to scoop an Oscar and prove that size doesn’t always matter. By Geoffrey Macnab 


Feelgood 


I 


| you 


T he film Central 
Station (Central do 
Brasil) tells of a jour- 
nev into the hinter- 
land of the South 
American country. 
Dora, a retired Rio 
schoolteacher (Fernanda Montene- 
gro), accompanies Josud, a nine- 
year-old street kid (Vinicius de 
Oliveira) in search of his father It has 

already toon a Golden Globe award 
and is widely expected to win an 
Oscar next month (it’s nominated far 
Best Fbreign Language Film; Mon- 
tenegro is up for Best Actress). 

The boy’s quest is not an excuse 
for sub-Disney whimsy. Bather, it 
stands for a national quest for self- 
identity. “All countries that have 
been colonised and then abandoned 
have this sense of the Joss of the 
father figure," says the film's writer- 
director Walter Salles. 

His own father - a banker - may 
be one of the richest men in Brazil, 
but evetything about Salles suggests 
austerity. He is an earnest 43-year- 
old who sometimes seems more tike 
a priest than a film-maker as he 
unravels the secret meanings of his 
deceptively simple parable. 

“Obviously I come from a very 
privileged background but since I 
was 13 or 14 1 have realised how re- 
moved I was from social reality. 
That’s why I yearned to become a 
documentarist - to plunge into that 
social reality." 

Central Station had an unusual 
gestation. In 1996, Salles sent his 
screenplay to Robert Radford 1 s Sun- 
dance Institute. He had written it in 
Portuguese when it should have 
been in English and it arrived late, 
but Salles won a cash prize that en- 
abled him to develop the project 
“Somebody managed to read it . . 
what 1 think interested the Sundance 
Institute was the multi-layered qual- 
ity of the plot" 

Salles explains that Dora, who 
makes a living writing letters for 
illiterates, which she often cruelty 
fails to send, stands for “a certain 
culture of indifference and cyni- 
cism which characterised our coun- 
try in the Seventies and Seventies". 

Josue, the boy represents the 
opposite. “He stands for the possi- 
bility of change. Through his fierce 
desire to meet his unknown father 
he grants himself a new future. The 



. 

Jim Carrey. Robin Williams and Bob' 1 
Hnnp all ha ve one thing in common^ 
Tom Shadyac. By Liese Spencer 



Whiter Salles: 'When I was 13 or 14 1 realised how removed 1 was from social reality 1 


diameter of the boy has to do with 
the desire of the country to shape 
itself into something new.” 

By travelling away from the city 
- which is characterised by its vio- 
lence and squalor - the unlikely, 
hardened travelling companions 
are able to “resensitise" themselves. 

The story of how the director 
found his leading man could inspire 
a film in its own right He was look- 
ing for a boy who “knew what fight- 
ing for survival on the streets of Rio 
meant but on the other hand, had 
not lost his innocence”. Enter Vini- 
dus de Oliveira. 

“One day I went to the airport at 
7am. It was pouring with rain. I was 
drinking coffee, trying to wake up,” 
Salles remembers. “I felt somebody 
pulling my sleeve. I looked down and 


it was this nine-year-old kid trying 
to attract my attention. He said he 
was the shoeshine boy." 

The bid couldn't drum up any 
business because of the rain. He 
knew that he couldn’t shine Salles’ 
shoes - Salles was wearing sneak- 
ers. Even so, he asked for a small 
loan. “He said he was an honest guy 
and that when I was back from my 
journey, he’d pay me back." 

Salles was fascinated. When be 
asked the boy to do a film test, Vmi- 
dus said that he had never seen a 
film. Salles auditioned him anyway. 
“And I had found the bqy for the film. 
Or to be fain he had found me.” 

Vinicius, Salles points out, wasn't 
realty a street kid. “He was a little 
warrior fighting for survival, work- 
ing - not stealing. He came from a 


very solid farmty." Since completing 
the movie, Vinicius, now 12, has re- 
turned to school. (The producers are 
paying his fees through college.) 

The boy also introduces a daity 1 TV 
programme for children who 
couldn't make it to schooL “He talks 
about geography, history gram- 
mar... the programme isa great suc- 
cess and his life has been 
transformed. He lives in a good 
apartment He's making a substan- 
tial amount of money. But he has 
kept the integrity he had when I met 
him. He realises his own social re- 
sponsibility in regard to other kids 
who didn’t have the chance he had.” 

If you ask Salles to pinpoint the 
appeal of Central Station, he sug- 
gests that it lies in the film's open- 
hearted quality. Its technique harks 


back to the Italian Neo-Realist 
a genda and to Brazil's own Cinema 
Novo rather than to “the neon real- 
ist agenda of Hollywood cinema”. 

Salles follows the advice that 
film-makers should find their stories 
out on the streets, from real people. 
It’s no coincidence that Central 
Station was produced by the 
veteran Arthur Cohn, who has also 
worked with the Neo-Realist 
Vittorio de Sica. 

Bor all his modesty, the writer- 
director cant resist a little crowing 
about the film’s reception in Brazil. 
“It has the best screen average of the 
year Titanic is second and GodaUa 
is third. So you see, size doesn't 
matter after all" 


’Central Statunf is out onl2 March 


“I CANT remember the joke 
exactly, but I remember the 
punchline had to do with two 
scoops of ice cream,” says Tom 

Shadyac. ThedirectarotAceWen- 
tura : Pet Detective, The Nutty 
Professor and Liar, Liar is think- 
ing back to 1982, when he sold his 
first wisecrack to Bob Hope. 

At 23 years old, Shadyac was the 

youngest in Hope's script- 
wri t in g sweatshop. “Even when I 
was on vacation,” says Shadyac ), 
“he would call me up and say 
something like: ‘I got to speak at 
a dinner for these football players, 
got any football jokes?' It was tike 
being a doctor; you had to be on 
call 24 hours a day.” 

Then one day after two and a 
half years, the phone stopped 
rin g in g “I had to call another 
writer to find out what happened,” 
remembers Shattyac. “Bob had 
heard J was doing my own stand- 
up and that was that In a way it 
was aback-handed compliment It 
was Bob saying: ‘1 don’t want you 
to be great fbryou, Ijust want you 
to be great for me.’ ” 

Seventeen years later Sbacfy- 
ac’s still spookfly young-looking, 
with an elfin face and flowing 
black locks. Meanwhile, he has 
also launched the film career of 
0 scar-contender Jim Carrey and 
relaunched the career of Eddie 
Murphy. His latest movie, the 
Robin Williams vehicle Patch 
Adams, was phenomenally suc- 
cessful in the States. Even if 
you’re no fan of Williams’s honey- 
baked ham, you have to admire the 
efficiency with which Shadyac 
tugs the audience's heartstrings. 

But Em intrigued. Shadyac saw 
through the bonhomie of Bob 
Hope. What about Hollywood’s 
latest crop of funny guys? Shady- 
ac looks uncomfortable. When he 
received the script for Ace Ven- 
tura, Shadyac rewrote it, arranged 
a meeting with the studio, then 
pitched them the “radical idea” of 
casting Jim Carrey. 

Him says he’d been offered Ace 
Ventura before and kept turning 
it down,” says Shadyac. That is 
not my recollection, a couple of 


directors wouldn't even see Kg, 
Jim was a TV Stan” 

But he's unwilling to saynmj 
more. Jim Carrey is "a-qiQ 
guy”, Eddie Muipfay is “swe* 
and Robin Williams “is simp 
one of the most generous meals! 
ever met as a human being". 

“Robin would have hog 
almost every day with a kid fr* 
a charity. People don't know hm 
good he is,” Shadyac says. 

But surety there must be ana 
million -dollar egos r agin g a&g 
sometimes? “You're digging fa 
dirt” Shadyac snaps. Tm no 
going to criticise the 
because people like to heacife 
negative. Ijust think it’s sad. 11 

When I suggest that report^ 
an on-set stand-off is hardly fa 
cen diary, he becomes icy. 

“Wbll, Robin is like his chanc 
tec; and that character gets angj 
sometimes because he’s a faunm 
being. Does Robin walk on airtjfa 
But if you’re looking for when I* 
screamed at me in his trafler.oK 
time - which Fm not even saying 
he did - 1 won’t share that Ufa 
violation of our relationship. 1 
have to protect the freedom foyefl, 
because the creative processes 
be challenging.” • 

Certainty, it must be 
ing when “Robin and EdcBe”\md 
rehearse or when Carrey spenfa 
five hours going over one tine, 
for Shadyac these foibles ‘ 
point to professionalism. 

“It’s no accident that peoplehl 
in love with these stars,” J« 
argues. “These guys are showq 
you some pretty likeable charac- 
ters and that’s just how they arc.’ 

Shadyac’s description of is 
actors feels dishonest -n* 
because of what he says, butd 
what he doesn't say. In the feartt 
feelgood universe which Shady* 
inhabits, there’s no room fa. 
messiness or complexity. TH 
equals negativity. No, stais are 
“exceptional creatures" and 
Shadyac will serve them 
side up, off screen and cm. I 
what Bob Hope thinks of that.- 


f 


“Patch Adams’ w out on 12 Afani 
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\Vhat they say abo ut the film industry is true: it’s who you know that counts. By Hilde Syversen 
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D on’t give up the 
night job. If you 

■want to get into the 

film industry, that 
is. After all, finan- 
cial hardship is 
inescapable in any 
sector where people are queuing up 
to work for free. The good news is, 

. however that cinema attendance is at 
its highest since 1974, and consumer 
spending in this area is expected to 
double between 1997 and 2007. And 
with new sources of funding, such as 
the lottery, the jobs on offer are in- 
creasing fest- and they’re not just for 
hands-on, creative types. 

The general belief - overwhelm- 
ingly backed by research - is that the 
three key ways into film are contacts, 
contacts and contacts. If you haven’t 
got any you’ll have to get some by 
going to courses and conferences 
and by getting work experience in the 
industry. Any work. 

“On the production side, running is 
the best way in, and you get that by 
persistence,” says Joanie Blaikie, 
head of production at the BBC de- 
partment for films and single drama. 
“Sometimes that means accepting 
an office runner job before getting a 
production runner job. The qualific- 
ations for being a runner are enthus- 
iasm, a capadly for hard work and, 
often, the ability to drive a car.” 

On the editorial side, she suggests, 
the best entry position is as a reader; 
reading scripts. And for this, a degree 
is fundamental “Readers are usually 
people with English degrees. Vfe have 
taken on people straight from uni- 
versity, but usually they have some 
other experience.” 

Blaikie advises norices to start 
looking for work where production 
volumes are high - for example, a tele- 
vision series. “Films happen only 
every so often, and don't employ so 
many people on a regular baas.” 

Ym may want to go for secretarial 
work, she adds. “I have four graduates 
working here as secretaries.” 

Some BBC films are made by in- 
dependent production companies, 
some in the regions and some in- 
house. But don't assume that just be- 
cause a company makes films, it 
employs staff on a permanent basis. 
“For each film, we take on freelance 
staff - from the runners up to the pro- 
ducer;" says Blaikie. 

Emil Ebnei; 27, is one of three full- 
time production staff at Miramax in 
London, and his experience mirrors 
BlaiMe’s advice. “Tty the temp 
agencies, or send in your CV and get 
work experience or an internship,” he 
says. Indeed, Elmer - who has a busi- 
ness degree and a year of film stud- 
ies behind him - first entered the - 



Anna NicolL* The industry is foil of people who want to get into the creative side, but it is a business’ 


Kaipesh Lathigra 


industry via an inte rnship - Some film 
schools will arrange these for their stu- 
dents, but it is also worth approach- 
ing the companies direct 

For the graduate who isn’t inter- 
ested in production, the main areas in 
which to seek work: are finance, con- 
tracts, sales, marketing, and PR. 

“The industry is full of people who 
want to get into the creative side, but 
it is a business, and most people 
working in it are involved in the busi- 
ness side of things,” emphasises Anna 
Nicoli, 28, who works for DDA, one of 
the top PR agencies in the industry. 

“You have to be willing to do what- 
ever comes your way in tire beginning, 
but once you’ve made a start it’s 
easier” she advises. She believes her 
BAmphotographywasoneofthebest 
things she ever did, but a degree is no 
door-opener in this industry. They 
don’t want people who think they 
know anything. They want someone 
who is young and will work for free.” 

Nicoli sent out as many CVs as was 
physically possible and, through a 
contact, got a junior job in a film sales 


company. There she stayed for six 
months, but found it too tough. Speak- 
ing fluent Spanish, however; enabled 
her to move on by getting work help- 
ing out at a film course in Madrid. 

“Suddenly I met lots of producers 
and people in the industry on all 
kinds of levels, and I realised there are 
manyjobs unlike the one I had. I made 
lots more contacts, which is the single 
most important thing in this industry. 
My boss on that course gave my 
name to the next boss.” And he was 


a film consultant. Four years on, 
Nicoli was able to move on to DDA. 

“DDA has huge offices in London, 
Newark and LA,” she continues. Tt 
does PR for films, has a huge presence 
in Cannes, organises events such as 
the European FQm Awards and is in- 
volved in the London Film FestivaL I 
do research into the European film in- 
dustry and films, and work on other 
specific things, like the London Film 
FestivaL It’s the kind of company 
where you can shape your own job.” 


Getting started 


Read: the newspaper media pages 
for job ads and the trade press, such 
as Screen International and Sight 
and Sound, to find out when films 
are going into production, and to 
learn more about the industry. 

T bP a detour via T\; theatre or pub- 
lishing. You could also think about 
starting out in educational or corpo- 
rate films. 


Other sources: the industry train- 
ing organisation, Skillset, publishes 
a useful handbook on its website, 
www.skillset.org. And there's the 
KFT Film and Television Handbook, 
costing £18.99. 

Short courses: Skillset and the 
British Film Institute (BFD run 
courses. A list is available from the 
BFT (0171-255 1444). 


NicolTs advice is to be flexible, to 
be able to eqjoy different things, and 
to put any previous work experience 
on the CV particularly sales or busi- 
ness experience. “If s amaging what 
things turn out to be useful even if 
you've only worked in a shop or a bar 
or looked after children. It's an in- 
dustry where how you relate to other 
people matters so much.” 

Angela Jackson works on the legal 
side. The people I meet are produc- 
ers, bankers, accountants and other 
lawyers, but also directors, actors 
and their agents,” the 37-year-old 
solicitor explains. Haring got her law 
degree, Jackson managed to get a 
training contract with a firm of solic- 
itors specialising in media work. Eight 
years later she started her own prac- 
tice, hoi ding producers’ hands through 
contract signings. 

“The film industry’s a free-for-all, 
where it matters a lot whether you can 
thrust your way to the Majestic bar in 
Cannes, and throw yourself at some- 
body.” And yes, even lawyers get to go 
to Cannes. 


Access to justice is 


not just a gimmick 


NO ONE can ignore the 
revolution happening in the 
civil justice system. The 
aim is to create a system 
that is cheaper; quicker 
and simpler than the 
current one, and to 
increase access to justice 
“for ordinary people”. But, 
as the Access to Justice 
Bill of Lord Irvine, the 
Lord Chancellor; moves 
through Parliament, there 
are signs that the reality 
may fall well short of this. 

A whole package of 
reforms has been trailed 
and is now on the way. The 
court system is being 
redesigned following Lord 
Woolfs report on access to 
justice. In April, new court 
rules come into force 
marking the start of the 
biggest shake-up of the 
civil justice system in more 
than 100 years. 

The way legal services 

are organised and 

delivered is also being 

changed The legal aid 

system is to be replaced by 
two schemes run by a 
Legal Services 
Commission: thfe 
Community Legal Service 
and the Criminal Defence 
Service. Conditional fee 
agreements have been 
extended to nearly all 
areas of civil litigation, ana 
will be updated to increase 
their uptake. Legal aid for 
personal injury cases iooks 

likely to be scrapped as a 

consequence. 

The Government s 
programme has a 
theme: better targeting of 
how money is spentand 
meeting pe°P Ie J nee j| f s h 

legal sen-ices. Mmy of ^ 


Our Learned 
Friend 



ASHLEY HOLMES 


changes are 

SSSSSSSS 


in rules and guidance 
made by the Lord 
Chancellor and the various 
new bodies created by the 
Bid This has caused some 
concern - eyebrows were 
raised at initial attempts to 
give the Lord Chancellor 
sweeping new powers. 

And alarm bells started 
to ring when the Bill was 
considered in detail by the 
House of Lords -an 
attempt to promote equal 
access to justice had a 
frosty government 
reception. During the 
report stage of the Bill, a 
new clause - backed by a 
coalition of consumer and 
legal bodies - was 
introduced to protect 
access to the justice 
system for vulnerable 
people, such as the 
disabled. 

That danse sets out the 
principle that legally aided 
consumers are placed on 
an equal footing before the 
law with privately paying 
clients. It also guarantees 
that, under the reformed 
legal aid system, 
individuals will not be 
discriminated against on 
the basis of disability or 
where they happen to live. 


This new safeguard was 
adopted with a majority of 
71 peers from all sides of 
the House. But the 
Government dismissed the 
proposal as a “gimmick” 
and now threatens to take 
out the clause when the 
Bill reaches the House of 
Commons. 

When money is tight, 
tough decisions have to be 
made, but surely treating 
people equally before the 
law is a fundamental 
principle of justice. That 
has been central to the 
legal aid system since its 
birth more than 50 years 
ago. The Lord Chancellor 
has* said that the present 
clause is self-contradictory 
and has conflicting 
objectives - but he has yet 
to propose a viable 
alternative. 

This Bill is all about 
access to justice - but it 
has to live up to its title. If 
a principle in this Bill to 
protect the weak is a 
gimmick, then all 
legislation needs such 
gimmicks. Clear objectives 
have to be put into the law 
and foe Lord Chancellor 
cannot escape his 
responsibility to ensure 
that high-quality legal 
services are provided, and 
on an equal footing. 

Lord Irvine’s initial 
reaction was that the 
dause is “quite 
unrealistic”. If that is the 
Government’s considered 
view, then the conclusion 
must be that from now on, 
those on legal aid can be 
expected to receive a 
second-class service. 


Ashley Holmes is head of 
legal affairs at the 
Consumers Association 


A-Z of Employers 


NORTHERN FOODS 


Age: 27 


History: Essentially 
began as a dairy 
operation at Holme on 
Spalding Moor in 1937 and 
became Northern Dairies 
in 1942. Expanded rapidly 
from foe Sixties - initially 
in partnership with Marks 
& Spencer; but now with 
all foe major UK retail 
multiples. The company’s 
name changed to 
Northern Foods in 1972 to 
reflect the widening 
interest in other product 
areas. It now has a 
balance of brands and 
private-label businesses, 
the former including Fox’s 
Biscuits, Ski Yoghurt and 
Goodfella's Pizzas, as well 
as producing for all the 
major retail brands. 


Nevertheless, any degree 
discipline is considered 
for careers in personnel, 
commercial, distribution 
and operations 
management For 
technical jobs, 
engineering and finance, 
however, a more specific 
background is preferred. 


Glittering alumni: Chris 
(now Lord) Haskins 
joined the company in 
1962 and became 
chairman in 1986. He also 
works for the 
Government's Better 
Regulation Task Force as 

chairman. 


Address: Headquarters 
are in Hull, with an 
additional 60 sites in the 
UK and Eire. 


Pay: Starting salary for 
graduates in 1999 is 
£17,500. Salaries are 
reviewed every six 
months during the 
training period. 


Ambience: “Friendly, 
supportive, demanding 
and challenging” is the 
description given in the 
graduate careers 
brochure. Lynne Waters, 
graduate recruitment 
manager; adds: “All of the 
sites operate 
autonomously, which 
makes it a very informal 
organisation.” 


Vital statistics: The 
company currently has 18 
operating businesses, 

pm pln y ing more thaw 

20,000 people nationwide. 
The operating profit last 
year was £94 -3m. 


Lifestyle: “As a graduate, 
you can expect a fast- 
moving and demanding 
career;” says Lynne 
Waters, adding: “Expect 
early responsibility with a 
real job to stretch and 
excite you from day one.” 
The company encourages 
graduates to work within 
their local community 
early on into their career: 
Most undertake a two- 
week community-based 
project, with the aim of 
developing personal skills 
and assisting people in 
foe locality. 


Training: The graduate 
training programme - 
which lasts between 18 
months and two years - 
comprises five basic 
courses: introduction to 
Northern Foods, 
manufacturing 
management, commercial 
awareness, outdoor-based 
self-development and 
career management. 
Graduates are also 
encouraged to study for 
professional 
qualifications. Those 
wishing to pursue a more 
general business degree 
will be given the 
opportunity to study for a 
Northern Foods diploma 
in management studies. 

“Courses are hard 
work but fun, and also 
provide a forum for 
graduates from different 
functions and businesses 
to meet, mix and 
exchange ideas,” says 
Joanne Dodge, a graduate 

tr aining manager 


Facilities: There are 
canteens or restaurants 
on all main manufacturing 
sites, but- surprisingly - 
they do not serve 
Northern Poods! 


Easy to get Into? No. 
Last yean about 30 
graduates were recruited 
from among 18,000 
applications. 


Who’s the boss? Jo 
Stewart, 49, is chief 
executive. He initially 
joined Northern Foods in 
1989, as fhj> managing 
director of Jbx’s Biscuits. 
He was appointed to his 
present post in March 
last year. 


The heart of the matter 


The law is in a muddle over who owns our bodies after death. By Grania Langdon-Down 


WHO OWNS your body? Alive, 
you can control what is done to 
you through giving consent to 
medical treatment But what 
about when you are dead? Who 
•owns or has control then? 

For the parents of foe babies 
who died after cardiac surgery 
at foe Bristol Rpyal Infirmary, 
the discovery that the hospital 
had kept the children's hearts 
came as a devastating and 
grisly shock It will be one of foe 
many issues under investiga- 
tion when the public inquiry 
starts on 16 March. 

More generally it is a matter 
of growing concern that, as re- 
search techniques become 
increasingly sophisticated - 
with the poskbDity that parts of 
■ your body could become foe 
raw material for very profitable 
treatments - legislation has 
fallen behind the times. Four 
years ago, the Nuffield Council 
for Bioethics called for foe law 
to be clarified as Its uncer- 
tainty may impede legitimate 
treatment”. 

But there are no specific 
legal provisions in statute on 
the ownership ofbodies or body 
parts, except for an ancient 
common law principle that no 
nrw> ran Hahn legal ownership 
of a body. Current legislation in- 
cludes foe Human Organ 
Transplants Act 1989, which 
relates foe removal of organs 
for transplant John Harris, 
professor of bioethics at Man- 
chester University, suggested 
that bodies shouldbecome pub- 
lic property on death so that 
consent to organ donation 
would be automatic, unless 
someone chose to opt out 

The Human Tissue Act 1961 
regulates foe removal of body 
parts “for therapeutic purposes 
or for the purposes of medical 
education or research” and the 
Anatomy Act 1984 regulates 
foe conduct of anatomical ex- 



Protesters demand a public inquiry info the deaths of babies at the Bristol Royal Infirmary Michael Stephens 


animations. Both refer to “the 
person lawfully in possession of 
foe a body” as the person who 
can give consent to the re- 
moval of body parts, post 
mortems and anatomical ex- 
aminations. But neither de- 
fines who that person can be. 

Relatives of foe deceased 
have some rights of possession 
of the body, but only to ensure 
proper buriaL It is implicit in the 
Human Tissue Act that where 
someone dies in hospital, the 
hospital is “lawfully in posses- 
sion" of foe body. The hospital 
can then authorise the removal 
and use of body parts, if it be- 
lieves foe deceased or any sur- 
viving relative would not object 


In foe case of foe babies who 
died at Bristol Royal Infirmary, 
their famili es have little Chance. 
of redress because proving that 
a hospital has acted unreason- 
ably is too difficult to be viable. 
Laurence Vick, solicitor for 
some of the families, aims to 
showaEnk between their men- 
tal trauma and foe hospital’s 
original negligence. But the 
parents’ primary concern is to 
ensure the practice of retaining 
body parts is better regulated. 

The line of authority “twists 
and turns”, says solicitor Mark 
Stephens, who acted far 
Anthony Noel-KeUy, the sculp- 
tor jailed last year for stealing 
human body parts. The prose- 


cution aigued that the common 
law stating that no one could 
own a body derived from a 
misunderstanding. A 1614 case 
of alleged burial-shroud theft 
ruled that a corpse could not 
own property, but was wrong- 
ly taken to mean that a corpse 
itself could not be owned. And 
two years ago, the case of Deb- 
orah Dobson, who died from 
brain tumours, also tested the 
question of ownership. Her 
grandparents sued Newcastle 
Health Authority for destroying 
a part of her brain which meant 
that they could not establish 
whether the tumours had been 
malign ant judges held that 
there was no property in a 


corpse and no duty on a hospi- 
tal to preserve body parts in- 
definitely. Richard Hone QC, 
counsel for foe family, said: 
“The law is in a fearful muddle 
about this.” So muddled, says 
medical negligence specialist 
Dan Brennan QC, that people 
are - less protected in terms of 
medical research than animals. 

He is concerned that very 
few research ethics committees 
have lay members, while the 
medical profession is increas- 
ingly being subjected to com- 
mercial pressures. His own 
view is that there must be 
tighter controls “Patients must 
be put at the forefront, whether 
they are alive or dead" 
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THU RSDAY REVIEW* 
The inrimcndent, 4 March 1999 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


RECRUITMENT & PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Congratulations to: 


Maria Katkowska of London and Stuart Carroll of Falkirk who have each won £250 worth 


Mana natKows^a oi LK)naon ana smart oarrou or raimrs wno nave eauu wuu — which will be packed 

Independent Graduate competition from Ilth February Look out for the next issue on 15 th April, 
with information and advice for final year students, as well as pages of jobs and courses. 


%THl INDEPENDENT 

London Recruitment Fairs 1 999 


TECHNICIAN 




Your opportunity to 


meet 






■ ’■ • ! w. - jf V r. 


The Ophthalmic Division of Pentax U.K. Limited now requires 
a Senior Process Technician who will be responsible for the 
Coating Process used in the manufacture of precision 
spectacle lenses. 

The ideal candidate will be qualified to degree level, 
preferably a combined Honours in Physics and Material 
Science, with a minimum of three years' experience in a 
production environment 

Familiarity with rheological, viscosity, solvent replenishment 
thickness measurement in thermoplastic silane based 
hard coating systems would be an advantage. 

Good communication skills, self-motivation and attention to 
detail are essential requirements for this role. 

We offer a competitive salary with private medical insurance, 
contributory pension scheme and subsidised restaurant 
facilities. 


Banking and Accountancy 
Recruitment Fair 

14 April, Cabot Hall, Canary Wharf, London 


tf you wish to build a career in a professional and friendly 
team which is part of a world-class company please apply in 
writing, enclosing your CV to:- 

Loma Vannan, Personnel Administration Manager, 


IT Recruitment Fair 

9 June, The New Connaught Rooms, London 


PENTAX 


IT Recruitment Fair 

8 September, The New Connaught Rooms, London 


WHE INDEPENDENT 


IT Recruitment Fair 

3 November, The New Connaught Rooms, London 


TOM 


For further in fo r m ati on about this exciting opportunity 
Cad Tom Nelson on 0171 323 4409 
or Andy Gordon 0171 323 4564 


VASSOS 


AUTHOR OF 

'Strategic Internet Marketing’ 



The Independent Recruitment Fairs are sponsored by 


YTHE INDEPENDENT 


WILL PRESENT A HALF DAY SEMINAR 
IN LONDON ON 

WEDNESDAY 21st APRIL 1999 


and organised by Independent Magazines (UK) Ltd, 7-9 Rathbone Street; London W1P 1AF 


Principal Scientist - 
X-ray Diffraction 


Surrey 


Based at Philips Research Ids, RedbiH, the successful applicant will be working 
mainly in ihe field erf simulation studies in diffuse X-ray scafering, hold a relevant 
PhD or international equivalent and have at least 5 years' post doctorate experience 
m a relevant field. * 


Tom Vassos is back in Europe to deliver his highly 
acclaimed seminar on Internet marketing 
strategy. Tom is a globally renowned Internet 
authority and travels the world speaking at major 
Open Systems and Internet conferences. This 
seminar is a ‘must’ for all those involved in sales 
and marketing and interested in website 
development. You will learn the five phases of 
business transformation with up-to-date 
examples and leam how to implement your own 
leading edge applications. 


The group in Philips Research Labi worts on die experimental metiiods of ultra high 
resolution <£ Fraction and pioneers ihe simulation software modeling a wide range 
of materials and optical design. There are four man creas al interest where previous 
experience would be advantageous: 

• Grazing incidence diffraction (in plane G® from thin layers, exfeemefy asymmetric 
diffraction, multiple diffraction with grazing X-rays) 

• Grazing bode diffraction 

• X-ray stanctng waves end diffuse sc aB eri ng from defects in afl the above geometries 

• Experience in the simulation of refledomeiry end diffuse scattering from roughness 
at grazing angles. 

This is (Hi exerting opportunity to join a world doss oompaiy where a competitive 
salary and benefits, together with an excellent career structure, ^ will be provided. 


Dont miss it! This will run from 1.00 - 5.30 pm 
with lunch served from 1.00 - 2.00 pm. 


Location: IBM Southbank, 76 Upper Ground, 
London SE1. 


Tickets are £95 including lunch. 


For further information or to book your place call 
Jane Stephenson on Freefone 0800 9176534 


Or e-mail janejsa@indigo.ie 


o 


To apply please send a lull CV, quoting ref ASCI , together wife supporting mofcrid 
and presenf salary/beneftts level toe The Personnel Department, 

Philips Analytical, Cromwell Road, Cambridge CB1 3HE 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


LefimielWiys bettor 

Philips Analytical ® PHILIPS 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER 


£30k 


MAIL ORDER 
MERCHANDISING 


Manager required for international mail order 
business to plan and manage mail order 
slock* in the UK and USA. Candidates must 
have a strong academic background with at 
least ten years experience of the US catalogue 
mail order market, and with knowledge of the 
MACS mail order system which the company 
has recently installed. 

This new position is based in Witney, 
reports to the Merchandising Director, and is 
responsible fora small team, so management 
experience is also important. Salary will 
depend on age and experience. 

Please send your CV to Angela Haskell 
at Historical Collections Croup Pic, 

Park House, Witney, Oxford 0X8 6BA 
or e-mail Angela HaskelKSpasttimes-coin. 


BFH INCINERATION 
LIMITED 


International steel components trading company 
seeks a person with a business related degree, 
experienced in sourcing and marketing of high 
quality components including ball bearings and 
power transmission products for a wide range of 
industries. 


Based at our clinical waste incineration facility at 
Alexandra Hospital, Red ditch, we have the 
following vacancy: 


GENERAL 

MANAGER 


Applicants will have a proven record of success in the 
Russian, Asian and Far East markets in these 
products, and a relevant language ability to develop 
new business in the specified regions. 

Apply to: Commerce International (GB) Ltd, 

14 Dalston Gardens, Stanmore, Middx HA7 IDA 


We have an excellent opportunity for a General 
Manager, with experience of mechanical 
engineering plant, continuous process 
operations and sound commercial awareness; a 
person with drive and determination and the 
ability to represent the Company and 
communicate with customers. 


HEAD and SECOND CHEFS 
HEAD WAITERS 
and RESTAURANT MANAGER 


For the above position we offer an attractive 
salary and benefits package. 


Appty In writing with full career details and 
CVto: 


required for two Indian Cuisine Restaurants and 
Banquet Hall In Vest London. 

Must have relevant supervisory experience in busy 
environment and top level skills in Indian cuisine. 

Salaries itt range of £13.000 to £16.000 
Apply to: Mr Lamba, Kbyber Restaurant, 
56 VResxbonrae Grove. London W 2 


Mr W. D. Blyde, Managing Director, . - 
BFH incineration Limited, f 

1st Floor, Lindfield House, S 

Stuart Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 OSZ 


Top class Thai restaurants require 
Head chefs @£14,000 
2nd Chefs @£12,000 
Manager/ess @£14,000 
Head walter/ess @£11,000 
Must be fluent in Thai, have 5 years top 
class experience and management skills. 
Apply in writing to: 

Mr K Raiva, S&P Restaurants, 

181 Fulham Rd, London SW36JN. 


field sales EXECUTIVES 

£16-£22K plus bonus of up to 35% of basic salary 


■feute familiar with the ins and outs of the recruitment marketplace, 
probably working for a trade or local publication - and youTe ready for 
your first move into National Press. 


Here's a chance to boost your career and expand your experience as 
part oi a quality national newspaper group with media interests in 
Austr alasia, South Africa and Europe. 


TmPypwlFtit Newspapers is a young, dynamic and exciting comply. 
yhuTI be joining a large, dedicated sales team and will be encouraged 
to appjy creative selling techniques to ensure ads like this get booked 
in our recruitment pages. 


Any agency or client contacts will obviously be useful, but more vital 
is a backgro und in recruitment advertising and face to face selling 
techniques. 


Ib apply, coll Linda Tumbridge on 0J71 293 2675 and teil her 

toby you should be consideredjbr an interview. 


COME BACK TO 
NURSING 

WITH BETTER PAY 
AND CONDITIONS 


Crediendo 
Children's Hoygyms 

Fun, unconventional 
company seeks bright 
enthusiastic admin/ 
customer core assistant 
with on eye for detail 
and on excellent 
telephone manner for 

our friendly office 
based In London full 
or port-time 
£1 lk aae 


THE NEW NHS NEEDS 
MORE NURSES. 

TWO THIRDS OF QUALIFIED 
NURSES WILL EARN £20.000 
OR MORE 


Coll Scarlet on: 
0181 675 6611 


THAI CHEF 


IF YOU'RE THINKING 
ABOUT RETURNING AFTER 
A CAREER BREAK. THE 
NEW NHS RETURN 70 
PRACTICE COURSES 
WILL SCON HELP YOU 
REFRESH YOUR SKILLS. 


| Cfcrf nCrdrd »il> Itfey ml 

cut* Ugh imbud Thai Ciolarala)' 
uu—mi L O hm i mm i a be taaanOe 
k 1 inooduce new Hum. YiM wfl . 
stperene nd nup tuD of d paiffc 
Mon spnL. teal nod wri* 

Tkai QocMK. AOP— adawn ■ 

putklaL&dB} lppnnsS3ld<rU4. 1 

j| IHephoneiMneHnglfcai *1 
6181 (80 MSI dHE 


APPOINTMENTS 

DIARY 


THE NSW NHS IS ALSO 
INVESTING IN NEW 
BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 
TO HELP YOU GIVE THE 
BEST CARE TO YOUR PATIENTS 


Monday 
IT. Science. 
Engineering 


AND IT WILL BE EASIER 
70 BALANCE YOUR HOME 
AND WORKING LIVES. 


Tuesday 
Media, Marketing, 
Sales 


TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT 
RETURNING TO NURSING. 

CALL 0245 60 60 655 QUOTING 
CS1 ANYTIME OR CONTACT 
YOUR LOCAL NHS TRUST 


Wednesday 
Finance, Legal 
Secretarial 


Thursday 

Education, Graduate 


Sunday 
Public General 


czza 

NURSES MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


0845 60 60 655 





Me 


THIS 

NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU 




FAX: 0171 293 25 J 
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' The Bert Summer of Tour Lifer 


CCUSA/WEUSA 

B Richmond HO, Richmond, Sorrqj, TWJ0 BOX 
Tot 0181 332 2852 

__Einaifc T 00744. iy54#compuBCfwjom 


EASTER COURSES 

AT 

Hertford College, 
w OXFORD 
A-LEVEL and GCSE 

Cherwcll Tutors [png established Easter Course. 
Intensive tuition in a demanding yet stimulating 
and meatfly environment. 

Tel: 01865 242670 
Bias: 01865 791761 


j If you have a complaint I; 

about an item in this |! 
! newspaper which |! 
! concerns inaccuracy, 1 
| intrusion, harassment | 
or discrimination, write ! 
to the editor about it. | 

| If you're still dissatisfied ] 
you can wile to the 
Press Complaints * 

' Commission, 

; an independent 
j organisation established 
j (o uphold an editorial i 
j Gxle of Practice I 
for the Press. i 
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THE THURSDAY REVIEW 

Jt, 11w Inde P endent 4 Marrh 1999 



New Films 


LOVED (15) 

Director: Enn Dignam 
Stoning: Robin Wright Penn. William Hurt 

T\iflnnm'n F nuaaJ L_ . 1 




L wuT . flean y two years now. Not 

because it's t^one tmagmes, but because i fs so 

subtly unclassifiahle. so removed from the stock 

€ ds of tackling its volatile subject 

Might Penn stars as an abused ex-girifiiend 
upon by William Hurt's lawyer to testify 
against her brutal forme: boyfriend Yet Loved 
deliberately evades the hectoring quality that 

AiafeounanolVmiaiiM T 1 1 «. . * _ 


« - ■ — upturns pnaTTO/i 

and troubled relationships for what they are; 
complex, personal and inextrica% entwined 
Wfesf Eti&: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue 


TITANIC TOWN (15) 

Director. Roger Michell 
Starring: JuDe Walters. Nuala O'Neil! 

AD aboard for Troubles-hit Belfast, circa 1972. The 
CRA and British forces are taking potshots at each 
other: Civilians are dying in the crossfire. JuDe 
Walters’s local mum lobbies for a ceasefire and is 
caught between the opposing factions. MfchefTs fact- 
based table is well-intentioned, but it’s faintly light- 
weight, too. Fbr a film impDcitfy about rage, waste 
and human passions, ift low on dramatic oomp h 
Wfest End- ABC Swiss Centre. Local; KEbum 
Tricycle Cinema 


PAINTED ANGELS (15) 

Director. Jon Sanders 
Starring: Kelly McGillls, Brenda Fricker 
The angels are whores; the paint from the 
gloomier end of the palette. Jon Sandere’ revisionist 
western revolves around a frontier brotbel presided 
over by Brenda Flicker’s no-nonsense madam. 
Earthy, naturalistic acting goes hand in hand with 
Gerald Packer’s evocative visuals, though the 
downbeat handling makes it slow going at times. 
Wfest End- ABC Piccadilly, Renoir 


URBAN LEGEND (18) 

Director Jamie Blanks 
Starring: Jared Leto, Alicia Witt 
As 1978’s Halloween spawned a crop of shabby 
1 wannabes, so Wes Craven’s Scream is siring its own 
breed of movie runts. Enter Urban Legend, Blanks’s 
stalk-and-slash romp, which dunes Scream's tics, 
twists and in-jokes in much the same* way that its 
campus killer mimics the crimes of popular myth. 
The result is strangely hlanri and incon sequential 
West End- UCI Whiteleys, virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village West End 
And local cinemas 


t ERDVTA DURANGO (IS) 
rector: Alex De La Iglesia 
Starring: Rosie Perez, Javier Bardem 
Ales De La Iglesia’s quasi sequel to David Lynch’s 
TOW at Heart is a strutting Tex-Mex capei; 
tequila-ed to the gills and running on a kind of 
posturing waddness. Rosie Pdrez acquits herself 
well as the vixenish heroine who abducts a pair of 
aD -American virgins, while Live Flesh’s Javier 

Baidan simply dowers fhmhenegfh a r<viW| y wig 

It’s camp, garish and annoyingly entertaining. 
West End: Clapham Picture House, Metro. Odeon 
Camden Tbwn, Virgin Haymarket 


THE THIN RED LINE (15) 

Director: Terrence Malick 

Starring; Sean Penn, Nick Nolle 

See The Independent Recommends, right 

West BhuL Odeon Leicester Square 


YOU'VE GOT MAIL (PG) 

Director: Nora Ephron 
Starring: Tom Hanks. Meg Ryan 
Biffing off her earlier more assured Sleepless m 
Seattle, Ephron ushers seasoned pros Hanks and 
Ryan through a contrived romantic comedy that’s 
zapped out of its old-fashioned rut by a shrewd 
Internet plot hook. Hanks and Ryan squabble in 
daily life and get an gooey on-line, resulting in a 
brew that is soft, sludgy andjust slightly on the tarn 
West End- ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Barbican Screen, Cfapfcam Picture House, Odeon 
Camden Tovm, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Screen on 
Baker Street. UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Haymarket, 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village West 
End. And heal cinemas 


Xan Brooks 


General Release 


AFFLICTION (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End : ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Chelsea 
Cinema, Renoir 


ANTZ CPG) 

if nothing else, this computer-animated trifle is 
surely the most unlikefy Wboriy Allen movie we 
will ever see. Repertory: Prince Charles. And 
local cinemas .. 


I THINK I DO (15) 

Ah, the wedding caper An excuse for reunions, 
for an ensemble cast, for the tensions of etiquette 
against emotion. Writer-director Brian Sloan 
ticks all the right boxes during this spry baby- 
boomer outing, and yet ift too hyperactive and 
ingratiating. West End: ABC Swiss Centre 


BUFFALO 66 (15) . 

As premising as it is, Vincent Gallo’s film about 
^*^0 ex-con (played by himself) who kidnaps a 
> :5faancer (Christina Ricci) in order to convince his 
parents that he is married, doesn't measure up 
to its influences. West End: ABC Swiss Centre 


JACK FROST (PG) 

.The respective, trajectories of two stars meet in 
tins out-afseason Yuletide caper On the way down 
goes Michael Keaton as a self-obsessed blues-man 
who dies and is reincarnated as a snowman. And 
on the way up is The Full Monty's Mark Addy as 
his salt-of-the-earth best mate. Fbrmula fun is had 
by afl. West End: UCI Whiteleys, Warner Village 
West End. And local cinemas 


A BUG’S LIFE (t)> 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
UfestEnd ABC Tottenham Court Road, Qnpham 
Picture House, Odeon Camden Tbwn, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. Odeon 
Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero , Warner Village West End. 
And local cinemas 


LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VTTA E BELLA) (PG) 
See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End: Clapham Picture House, Curzon 
Mcn/ftdr; Gate Nesting Hill OdemKer^ingtm. Ritzy 
Cmerna, Screen on the HiU, UCJ Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea, Virgin Haymarket And local cinemas 


BULWORTH (18) 

Warren Beatty's satire is crude and 
condescending on occasion, yet genuinely 
and committed, too. Wferf End: Odeon 
Kensington, Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Trocadero 


DON’T GO BREAKING MY HEART (PG) 
i^Jrhis arthritic antique of a romantic weepie 
‘wheezes on towards a finale so predictable that 
you'd have to be dead not to see it coming. West 
End: Odeon Kensington. Warner Village west 
End. And local cinemas 


LITTLE VOICE (15) 

Holed up in her bedroom, timid North Country 
sparrow LV (Jane Horrocks) perfects strident 
Shirley Bassey/Judy Garland impersonations. 
Bracing black comedy, Horrocks’s vocal 
pyrotechnics, plus a marvellously weighted turn 
from Michael Caine push it through to the final 
curtain. West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Odeon Camden Tbwn, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
OdeonWestEnd,VirginFidhamRjciad.Rjepertory: 
Riverside Studios Cinema. And local cinemas 


ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Will Smith’s fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman's pensioned-off Pentagon warhorse, 
probes a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
all manner of Big Brother-type trouble. West 
End : Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington. 
Odeon Marble Arch. Virgin Trocadero. And 
localcmemas 


THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

Don ROCS’s harum-scarum trip through American 
gender politics leans heavily on a fire-cracker 
performance from Christina Ricci as the dastardly 
teen whose precocious antics send the adults 
(Martin Donovan, Lisa Kudrow) into a state. 
West End: UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Warner Village West End. And heal cinemas 


HIDEOUS, KINKY (15) 

Through the teeming orange/red/turquoise 

backdrop of 1970s Morocco treads Kate Winslet’s 
hippie single mum, her two daughters unwilling- 
ly in tow. Winslet does well with a change-of-pace 
role as the tale’s permanently strung-out, unsated 
matriarch and the child stars are startlingly 
jjbd. West End* Curzon Soho, Curzon Minema. 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road. And heed cinemas 


It (PI) (15) 

What sustains 7t is the pure-blood ingenuity of its 
central conceit, its ongoing “mathematics is the. 
language of nature” mantra and the louche, too- 
cool-for-school demeanour It all adds up. West 

End : ABC Pcmton Street 


PRACTICAL MAGIC 02) 

Essentially a sibling soap- opera with a dash of 
m umbo-jumbo. Practical Magic sees Sandra 
Bullock and Nicole Kidman cast as two 
mismatched sisters raised from a line of 
witches. West End- Warner Village West End 


HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

Fhll-throttle playing from Rachel Griffiths and 
Emily Watson sustains Anand -nicker’s warts^nd- 
all biopic of the Du Pre sisters. West End: 
Curzon Soho. And local cinemas 


HOLY MAN (PG> „ . 

JeffGokJbhimptoysRickyascuzihallTVejkficutive. 

Fearful for his job, Ricky uses spiritual wanderer 
G (Eddie Miophy) as a frontman on his shopping 
show and sales go through the root Om 
teaches Ricky a fevsoulfol lessons;youkixiwabout 

lifeand stuff Parts ofHolyMa^veiyl^^ 

, #the film nex^r quite finds the nghtt<me.V^M. 

t^Odeon Mart*? An*, Ifcgtn Trocadero. Warner 
Village West End. And local cinemas 


SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
Wtost End ABC TbtterdiamC<ntrtRoadtClapham 
picture Hcnise, Empire Leicester Square, Nottmg 
HiU Coronet, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. Odeon Swiss 
Cotl^e, Rit^ Cinema, Screen on Raiker Street, 
Screen on the Green, UCI Whileleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero. Repertory: 
Phoenix Cinema. And local cinemas 


HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE 

American spin but Angela Bassett 

make an Spression among the shd^howrf 

tourist-brochure visuals. Was * 

Cfncma, Virgin Trocadero. And healememas 


THIS YEAR’S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke, Ian Hart, 
Doug Hensball et al) weave to and fro through 
David Kane’s Camden-set essay on urban 
romance. Kane’s screenplay is generally witty and 
web-observed but the film cranks what might have 
been a sublime one-hour teleplay into double its 
natural length. Still, that’s modem romance for 
you. Ibu can’t fit it into tiefy boxes. West End L - 
Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture House, Odeon 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West 
End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea. And local cinemas 


THE INDEPENDENT RECOMMENDS 


The Five best films The Five Best Plays the Five Best shows 


The Thin Red Line (15) 

Terrence Malick returns to the screen after a . 
20 -year absence with a hugely ambitious film 
about the battle of Guadalcanal. A war movie of 
a sort, though what that sort might be is uncertain. 


Life is Beautiful (La Vita e Bella) (PG) 
Roberto Benigni directs and stars in this tragicomic 
fable about an Italian Jew who tries to shield his boy 
from the horrors of a Nazi concentration camp by 
pretend mg that it is an elaborate game. 


Toast 

(Royal Court ac The 
Ambassador’s. London) 

So you thought that the 
comic fascination of a 
mass-production bakery in 
1970s Hull was somewhat 
limited? Richard Bean’s delightfully 
play (above) proves you wrong. 7b 6 



Monet in the 20th Century 

(Royal Academy) 

He lived until 1926. The gardens and lily ponds at 
Givemy dissolve into elemental visions; fiery lights, 
haze. liquid reflections, voids and depths. The 
strange last works of Impressionism. 7b IS Apr 


Shakespeare in Love (1 5) 

This enjoyable romp suggests how romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Juliet. Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 

Paltrow head a multi-star casL 


Copenhagen 

(Duchess Theatre, London) 

Michael Frayn's profound and haunting 
meditation on science, morality and the mysteries 
of human motivation. 7b 7. Aug 


Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 
Some of the in os intense portraiture ever. Women: 
exquisite melanges of flesh and fabric, dreams of 
sex and money. To 25 Apr 


A Bug’s Life (U) 

Less sophisticated and more child-friendly than 
Amz, this animated feature spins an enjoyable yam 
about an ant colony and its battle to survive. Kevin 
Spaary provides the voice of the chief grasshopper. 


Hushabye Mountain 

(Gardner Arts Centre, Brighton) 

Dying of Aids and living with 'Aids: Jonathan 
Harvey's winy, sad and uneven new play looks at 
the disease in two eras. To 6 Mar 


Patrick Caulfield (Hayward Gallery) 

The modem-object world made luminous. Caulfield 
is a virtuoso of many styles, and this retrospective 
offers the range - notably, those fat, laconic outlines 
flooded with translucent colour. To II Apr 


Affliction (15) 

Paul Schrader’s bleak study in 
fatherhood and fatalism 
(right), adapted from Russell 
Banks’s novel, stars Nick Noire 
as a man struggling to escape 
the influence of his violent dad 
(James Cobum). 



Oklahomal (Lyceum Theatre, London) 
Widely regarded as the best ever, this glorious 
production by Trevor Nunn of the Rodgers and 
Hantmerstein classic fuBy deserves its West End 
tranter. To 26 Jim 


Peter Doig & Udomsak Krisanamis 

(Fruitmarket, Edinburgh) 

Two painters collaborate. Doig s sizzling, curdling, 
overloaded landscapes mix with Krisanarais's 
collages of cultural detritus and noodles. To 2" Mar 


The Winter’s Tale (RSC, Stratford) 

An amazingly rich and complex performance 
from Antony Sher in Gregory Doran's Romanov- 
style production. Ends toniglu 


Aubrey Beardsley 

(Walker Art Gallery, 
Liverpool) 

Drawings, prints and posters 


from the short and brilliant 
career of the 1 890s aesthete and 
illustrator, with uniquely sinuous, 
florid line (right). To 11 Apr 


Anthony Quinn 


Paul Taylor 



Cinema 


west End 


ABC RANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) O Piccadilly 
Gras Elizabeth 2.15pm. 5.15pm.' 
8.15pm Lock, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1.15pm, 3.40pm. 
6.10pm, 835pm My Name is Joe 
6.20pm. 8.40pm rc (PI) 130pm, 
3.35pm. 6.15pm, 8.45pm 


Shakespeare in Love 12.30pm, 
3.25pm, 630pm. 9.15pm This 
Year's Love 1.40pm. 430pm, 7pm, 
9.40pm Ybu’ve Got M@il 
12.45pm. 3.40pm, 6.35pm. 

9.30pm 


ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square The Thin Red Line 
12.40pm, 4.10pm. 7.45pm 


ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from IpmJ) -e 
Piccadilly Circus Ha mam: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm. 6.15pm 
Runted Angels 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 
6.05 pm, 6.30pm There's 
Something About Mary 3.35pm, 
8.20pm 


ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) • Leicester 
Square/Toicenham Court Road 
AfFtktkm 1.10pm, 3.40pm, 

6.05pm. 8.30pm Loved 1.35pm, 
4pm. 6.25pm, 8.50pm 


ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) e Marble Arch 
A Bug’s Life 1.55pm. 4.20pm, 
6.45pm, 9.10pm Enemy of the 
State 12.40pm, 3.25pm, 6.15pm. 
9.05pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.50pm, 3.35pm. 6.20pm, 

9.10pm This Year's Love 
135pm. 4pm. 6.40pm, 9.15pm 
You’ve Got M@il 12.45pm. 
3.30pm, 6.10pm, 9pm 


VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) O South 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 230pm, 
4.40pm, 7pm, 9.20pm Little Voice 
1.30pm. 3.40pm. 6.20pm, 8.30pm 
The Opposite of Sex 2pm, 
4.10pm, 6.35pm, 8.50pm 

Shakespeare in Love 1 pm. 
3.30pm, 6.10pm, 8.55pm Urban 
Legend 2.10pm. 4.30pm, 7pm, 
9.30pm Ybu’ve Got M@il 1.15pm. 
3.55pm. 6.30pm. 9.15pm 


VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) O Piccadilly 
Circus La Vita e Bella 12.50pm. 
3.20pm, 5.50pm, 8.25pm Perdita 
Durango 12.25pm. 3.05pm, 

5.45pm. 8.30pm You've Got 
M@fl 12.40pm, 3.15pm. 5.55pm, 
8.45pm 


WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon A Bug's 
Life 2.30pm, 3.40pm. 4.50pm, 
6.1 Opm, 7.1 Opm. 8.30pm, 9.30pm 
Holy Man 7.20pm, 9.50pm Jack 
Frost 2.40pm, 5pm Madeline 
3.50pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.10pm, 5.50pm. 8.40pm Stepmom 
6pm, 8.50pm- This Year's Love 
2pm, 4.30pm. 7pm, 9.40pm Urban 
Legend 1.50pm. 4.10pm, 6.30pm, 
9.05 pm Ybu've Got M@il 1.10pm, 
4pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm 


GOLDERS GREEN 
ABC (01 81 -455 1 724) Q Golders 
Green You've Got M@il 2.45pm. 
5.30pm. 8.15pm 


GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) BR: 
Greenwich A Bug’s Life 4.45pm. 
6.45pm Shakespeare in Love 
8.40pm This Year's Love 4.10pm, 
6.30pm. 8.50pm You've Got M@i1 
3.30pm, 6pm. 8.30pm, 11pm 


ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) «- Leicester 
Square/PSctadiUy Circus Buffalo 66 
4 pm, 8.40pm Hotel du Nord 
.40pm, 6.30pm 1 Think I Do 
,10pm. 3.10pm, 5.10pm. 7.10pm, 
9.10pm Titanic Tbwn 2.05pm. 
4.25pm, 6.40pm. 8.55pm La Vie 
Revee des Anges 1 .25pm, 
3.45pm, 6.05pm, 8-2 5pm 


ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square A Bug's Life 2.10pm, 
4.20pm, 6.35pm, 8.40pm 

Elizabeth 12.35pm, 3.05pm, 

5.35pm. 8. 20pm Lock, Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 
3.55pm. 6.20pm, 8.45pm The 
Siege 1.15pm. 3.40pm, 6.05pm. 
8.30pm There’s Something 
About Mary 12.45pm, 3.15pm. 
5.45pm, 8.20pm 


VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) O Ptaxflly Circus 
A Bug’s Life 12.50pm. 3.10pm. 
5.40pm. 8.10pm Bu (worth 1 pm, 
330pm, 5.50pm. 820pm Enemy of 
the State 12noon. 250pm, 5.40pm, 
8.30pm Holy Man 1pm, 3.40pm, 
620pm, 9pm Shakespeare m 
Love 12noon. 2.40pm, 5.30pm, 
820pm Urban Legend 12.50pm. 
3.30pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm Ybu've 
Got M@fl 12.10pm. 2.50pm. 
5.40pm. 8.50pm 


DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181 -592 2020) 
O Dagenham HeathwayA Bug’s Life 
2pm. 2.40pm. 4.10pm, 4.50pm, 
620pm. 7pm, 8.30pm. 9.10pm 
Don't Go Breaking My Heart 
7.10pm Holy Man 1.40pm, 4pm, 
620pm, 8.40pm Jack frost 2.40pm. 
4.50pm Little Voice 920pm Made- 
line 2pm. 4pm Shakespeare in Love 
2pm. 4.30pm, 7pm, 9.40pm Step- 
mom 6.10pm, 8.50pm This Year's 
Love 2.40pm, 5.10pm, 7.30pm. 
950pm Urban Legend 3pm. 5.1 0pm. 
7.20pm. 9.30pm You've Got M@U 
1.40pm. 4.05pm. 6.30pm, 9pm 


HAMMERSMITH 

VIRGIN (0870-907071 8) O Raven- 
scourt Park A Bug’s Life 1.30pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
1250pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm, 9.10pm 
This Year's Love 9pm Urban Leg- 
end 1pm. 3.40pm, 6pm, 8.30pm 
You've Got M@i1 1pm, 3.40pm. 
6.15pm. 8.50pm 


HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) e Beisize 
Park A Bug's Life 4pm. 6.20pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.35pm. 
5.1 5pm. 8.1 5pm This Year's Love 
1 .25pm. 8.30pm You've Got M@it 
2pm, 5.40pm, 8.20pm 


ABC TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) ■©■ Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug's Life 1 ,20pm, 
4.05pm. 6.45pm Little Voice 9pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1.10pm. 
3.45pm. 6.30pm, 925pm Ybu've 
Got M@n 1pm. 3,50pm. 6.30pm. 
9.15pm 


BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) O Moorgate 
This Year's Love 6pm. 8.40pm 
Ybu’ve Got M@il 6pm, 8.40pm 


ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) ■©■ Swiss Cottage 
A Bug’s Life 12.15pm. 2.30pm, 
4.45pm. 6.55pm Hideous Kinky 
1.55pm. 4.05pm. 6.35pm, 8.55pm 
Little Voice 9pm Shakespeare In 
Love 12.10pm. 2.55pm. 5.40pm. 
825pm Stepmom 120pm. 
6.15pm This Year’s Love 
12.55pm, 325pm. 5.55pm. 

8.35pm Ybur Friends and 
Neighbors 4pm, 8.55pm Ybu've 
Got M@fl 12.15pm. 2.45pm, 
5.30pm. 8.15pm 


CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) & Stoane Square 
Affliction 1.35pm. 3.55pm, 

620pm, 8.45pm 


ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Little Voice 1.55pm, 
4.10pm, 6.30pm. 8.55pm This 
Year’s Love 1.15pm. 3.40pm. 
6.15pm, 8.50pm 


WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) O Leicester Sq. A 
Bug's life 12,t0pm. 2.30pm. 
4.50pm. 7pm Don't Go Breaking 
my Heart 1 .50pm. 420pm, 6.35pm. 
8.50pm Holy Man 1.10pm, 3.50pm, 
620pm, 9pm Jack Frost 1 1 50am, 
2.05pm The Opposite of Sex 
1250pm. 330pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
Practical Magic 1.30pm. 4.15pm. 
6.55pm Urban Legend 11.55am. 
2.10pm. 430pm. 6.50pm, 9.10pm 
Vfery Bad Things 1.40pm, 4.10pm 
You’ve Got M@S 12 noon. 1pm. 
23ppm. 3.40pm, 5.40pm. 6.30pm. 
8.30pm. 920pm, 935pm 


EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
90707 1 9) BR/O- Ealing Broadway A 
Bug's Life 2pm. 4.30pm. 6.55pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.30pm. 
5.20pm. 8.20pm This Year's Love 
920pm Ybu’ve Gbt M@fl 2.20pm. 
5.40pm. 8.50pm 


HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (01 81 -426 0303) 
■O Harrow on the Hill Fire 8.45pm 
Hum Aapke Dil Mein Rehte Hain 
1 .30pm. 5pm. 8.45pm 


EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) O 
Edgware A Bug’s Life 2.10pm, 
4.15pm. 6.15pm Daag phone for 
times Holy Man 2.20pm. 5.20pm. 
820pm Kachche Dhaage phone for 
times Kuch Kuch Hoca Hai phone for 
times Aa Ab Lauc Qialaln phone for 
times Zakhm phone for times 


CINEMA 


LONDON LOCALS 


CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) €► dapham 

Common A Bug's Life 1.45pm. 
4.10pm La Vita h Bella 6.40pm. 
9.10pm Perdita Durango 930pm 
(+ Shore Grandpa) Shakespeare in 
Love 1.45pm. 4.15pm, 7pm This 
Year's Love 1 .30pm, 420pm. 
630pm. 9.10pm {+ Shorn Tunnel 
of Love) Ybu've Got M@fl 1.15pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 


PEPSI 1MAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) O Piccadilly 
Grcus Everest 4.45pm. 9.05pm L5 
((MAX) 2.40pm, 7pm T-Rex: Back 
to the Cretaceous (3-D) 1.35pm, 
3.40pm. 5.45pm, 8pm. 10.05pm 


CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) O Green Park 
La Vita & Bella 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm, 8.40pm 


PLAZA 

(0990-888990) ■©■ 4 Piccadilly 

Ore us Babe: Pig in the City 
12.40pm A Bug’s Life 1.35pm. 
4pm, 6.30pm, 9pm Saving 
Private Ryan 3pm. 7.30pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1.20pm, 

3.40pm, 6pm, 6.30pm The 
Truman Show 1pm. 3.15pm, 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 


CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) «■ Hyde Park 
Comer Hideous Kinky 3pm, 5pm. 
7pm. 9pm 


CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm)) 
O Leicester Square Hideous Kinky 
1.45pm. 4.15pm, 6.45pm, 9pm 
Hilary and Jackie l .30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 9.15pm Ybur Friends 
and Neighbors 1.15pm. 3.15pm, 
5.15pm. 7.15pm. 9.30pm 


RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) O Russell Square 
Affliction 1.35pm. 335pm. 

620pm. 8.45pm Fainted Angels 
130pm. 4.10pm, 6.35pm. 8.55pm 


ACTON 

RARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) © Park Royal 
A Bug’s Life 12.05pm, 1.10pm. 
2.30pm, 3.30pm, 4.45pm. 530pm, 
7.05pm, 8pm. 9.25pm Don’t Go 
Breaking my Heart 6.35pm Holy 
Man 1.55pm. 4.35pm. 7.15pm. 

. 9.45pm How Stella Got her Groove 
Back 7pm, 9.55pm Jack Frost 
2.05 pm, 4.20pm Madeline 
12.40pm. 2.45pm. 4.50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.15pm, 4.05pm. 
6.45pm. 9.35pm Stepmom 8.45pm 
This Year's Love 12.1 5pm, 2.40pm. 
4.55pm. 6.55pm. 9.05pm Urban 
Legend 2pm. 4.15pm. 6.35pm. 
9.1 5pm Ybu’ve Got M@il 12.10pm. 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 


EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UO 12 (0990-888990) 
O Tottenham Hale Blade 1 1 20pm 
A Bug's Life 1.40pm. 2.15pm. 
3.05pm, 4pm, 4.45pm. 5.35pm. 
6.20pm. 7.15pm, 8.15pm, 9pm 
Don’t Go Breaking my Heart 
530pm, 3.10pm. 10.30pm Enemy 
of Che State 10.15pm Holy Man 
7.25pm. 10.05pm How Stella Got 
her Groove Back 6.40pm. 9.25pm 
Jack Rost 1 .10pm. 3.40pm Kachche 
Dhaage 6pm La Vita e Bella 235pm. 
5.45pm, 8.40pm Little Voice 9.35pm 
MadeEne 2.45pm. 5pm Shakespeare 
in love 1.05pm. 3.50pm. 6.50pm, 
9.1 5pm Stepmom 3.30pm, 6.30pm, 
9.55pm This Year's Love 320pm, 
6.10pm, 8.50pm Urban Legend 
2.35pm, 520pm. 7.40pm. 9.55pm 
Ybu’ve Got M@H 1.20pm. 4.15pm, 
7pm, 9.45pm 


WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009] O- Harrow on the HiU A Bug’s 
Life 1 lam, 1230pm. 1 20pm. 3pm. 
3.45pm. 5.50pm, 6.20pm, 8.30pm. 
9.10pm Don’t Go Breaking My 
Heart 6.40pm Holy Man 1 2.40pm. 
3.1 5pm Jack Frost 1 1 .40am. 2pm, 
4.20pm La Vita 4 Bella 6pm. 
8.40pm Madeline 1 1 ,50am, 2.10pm. 
4.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
10.55am. 1.35pm, 4.15pm, 7pm. 
9.50pm Stepmom 7.1 0pm, 9.40pm 
This Year’s Love 1.30pm. 4.T0pm. 
6.50pm. 930pm Urban Legend 
1.40pm. 4pm. 6.10pm. 9pm Very 
Bad Things 830pm \buVe Got M@I 
12.20pm. 3.25pm, 6.30pm. 9.20pm 


HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Hol- 
loway Road A Bug's Life 12.05pm. 
12.30pm, 1.05pm. 2.1 0pm, 2.40pm. 
3.25pm. 4.15pm. 4.50pm, 5.45pm. 
620pm. 6.50pm, 8.05pm Holy Man 
1.15pm. 3.45pm, 6.15pm. 8.45pm 
How Stella Got her Groove Back 
825pm Little Voice 835pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.20pm, 3.05pm, 
5.50pm. S.35pm This Year’s Love 
1pm, 3.35pm. 6.10pm, 8.50pm Ur- 
ban Legend 1.50pm. 4.10pm, 
6.35pm, 9pm Ybu’ve Got M@fl 
12.40pm, 3.20pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 


EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O Leicester Square 
Meet Joe Black 12noon, 3.40pm 
The Prince of Egypt 3.15pm. 6pm, 
8.15 pm Shakespeare in Lowe 
12.15pm, 3pm. 5.50pm, 8.45pm 


RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/O Brixton A 
Bug's Life 1 ,50pm, 4pm. 6.05pm. 
8.10pm The City 7pm. 930pm (+ 
Q & A) La Vita i Bella 1.45pm. 
4.15pm, 6.45pm, 9.15pm Sacrifice 
4.30pm + Soldier's Bride + Seven 
Lucky Charms Shakespeare in Love 
2pm, 4.25pm, 6.50pm, 9.25pm 
TWs Year’s Love 2.15pm. 4.35pm. 
9.10pm, 9.30pm Ufindhorse 7pm 
(+ Q & A) 


BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) O High 
Barnet A Bug’s Life 2.20pm. 
4.50pm. 7pm. 9pm Hilary And 
Jackie 12.30pm. 6pm Litde Voice 
3.15pm, 8.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 1 pm, 325pm. 620pm. 8.40pm 
This Year's Love 1.30pm, 3.45pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm You've Got M@fl 
1.15pm, 3.45pm, 6.15pm. 8.45pm 


ELEPHANT ft CASTLE 

CORONET (0171-703 4968) ■€► 
Elephant & Castle The Acid House 
3.45pm, 6.05pm. 8.25pm A Bug’s 
Life 4pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm Hideous 
Kinky 4.25pm, 6.30pm. 8.35pm 


ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Gants 
Hill A Bug's Life 2pm. 4.20pm, 
6.40pm, 8.50pm Little Voice 4pm. 
8.45pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.50pm, 5.25pm. 8.10pm Stepmom 
1.30pm, 6.15pm This Year’s Love 
2.55pm. 5.40pm. 3.35pm Ybu've 
GotM@il 2.40pm. 5.30pm. S.20pm 


GATE HOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) ■& Notting Hill 
Gate La Vita £ Bella 4.05pm. 
6.30pm. 8.55pm La Vie Revee 
des Anges 1 .50pm 


SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) Q Baker Street 
Shakespeare in Love 3pm, 6pm, 
8.30pm You've Got M@il 
3.35pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm 


BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction A Bug's Life 1pm, 
3.45pm. 6.15pm Little Voice 
8.50pm Shakespeare In Love 2pm. 
5.40pm, 8.30pm Ybu've Got M@il 
1.45pm. 5.45pm. 8.35pm 


METRO 

(0171-734 1506) «■ Piccadilly 
Circus Perdita Durango 3pm, 5pm. 
7pm. 9pm Your Friends and 
Neighbors 2pm, 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 
8.45pm 


SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520] * Angel 

Shakespeare in Love 3.35pm, 
6.20pm. 9pm 


NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) ^ Notting Hill 
Gate Shakespeare in Love 2.45pm, 
5.45pm. 8.30pm 


SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) & BeJsIze P&rk 
La Vita e Bella 2.15pm. 4.30pm, 
6.50pm, 9.15pm 


ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O Camden Town 
A Bug's Life 1 2 noon, 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 6.50pm Little Voice 
8.50pm Perdita Durango 
12.20pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.45pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.15pm, 
2.55pm. 5.45pm. 8.25pm This 
Year’s Love 12.55pm, 3.25pm. 
6.05pm, 9pm Ybu've Got M@i( 
12.25pm, 3pm, 5.50pm. 8.35pm 


ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) O Piccadilly Circus 
Scepmom 12.35pm. 3.10pm. 

5.50pm, 830pm 


UO WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) O Bayswater A 
Bug's life 1.40pm, 4.40pm, 
7.10pm, 9.40pm Hideous Kinky 
2.10pm. 4.30pm. 7pm, 9.30pm La 
Vita h Bella 12.10pm, 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.40pm Madeline 

1.20pm The Opposite or Sex 
935pm The Prince of Egypt 
10.45am Shakespeare in Love 
12.50pm, 3.40pm. 6.35pm, 

9.20pm Scepmom 3.30pm, 
6.45pm This Ytear's Love 1pm. 
3.50pm, 6.20pm, 9.10pm Urban 
Legend 230pm. 4.50pm, 7.20pm, 
9.40pm You've Got M@il 
12.30pm, 3.20pm, 6.10pm. 9pm 


BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: BexJeyheath A Bug's Life 
T.1 5pm. 2.05pm, 3.30pm. 4.1 5pm, 
5.40pm. 6.50pm. 7.50pm, 9-50pm 
Enemy of die State 9pm Holy Man 
12.30pm, 3.05pm. 9.50pm La Vita 
e Bella 1.25pm. 4.05pm. 6.45pm. 
9.25pm Little Voice 5.30pm. 
7.35pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm 
Stepmom 1.20pm. 4pm, 6.45pm. 
9.35pm This Year's Love 2.10pm. 
4.30pm. 730pm. 9.40pm Urban 
Legend 12.45pm, 2.55pm. 5.10pm, 
7.25pm, 9.45pm You've Got 
1.30pm, 4.05pm, 6.50pm, 9.20pm 


FEITHAM 

ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR: Fatham A Bug’s Life 
11am, 1.10pm, 2.15pm, 330pm, 
4.30pm, 530pm, 6.45pm. 9pm Daag 
3.1 5pm, 7.40pm Holy Man 1 1.1 Cbm. 
430pm. 7.05pm. 9.40pm Hum Aap- 
ke DU Mein Rehte Hain 11.15am. 
2.45pm. 6pm, 9.25pm Kachche 
Dhaage 11am. 2.40pm, 6.05pm. 
9.30pm Kaun 1.30pm. 10.10pm Aa 
Ab Laut Chalain 1 1 .10am. 2.35pm, 
6.15pm. 9.45pm La Vita 6 Bella 
1.10pm, 3.50pm. 6.35pm. 9.10pm 
Little Voice 12.30pm. 2.45pm. 5pm. 
7.10pm, 9.20pm Shakespeare in 
Lome 1pm. 3.45pm. 6.45pm. 930pm 
Shahhed-E-Mohabbat 12 noon. 
6.45pm Stepmom 11.15am. 2pm, 
4.45pm, 7.30pm TWs Year's Love 
11303m. 1.45pm, 4pm. 6.30pm, 
8.55pm Urban Legend 12.05pm, 
225pm, 5pm. 720pm. 9.40pm Ybu've 
Got M@B 11.10am, 1.50pm, 425pm, 
7.10pm. 9.35pm Zakhm 11.40pm 


KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston A Bug’s Life 1.20pm. 
3.40pm. 6.05pm Little Voice 
8.30pm Shakespeare in Love 
5.25pm. 8.10pm You've Got M@il 
2.10pm, 5.30pm, 8.10pm 


IU1USWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705 050007) O High - 
gate A Bug's Life 2.40pm. 
4.50pm. 7pm. 9.05pm This Year’s 
Love 2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 
8.45pm Ybu've Got M@il 1pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 


BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: Brom- 
ley North A Bug's Life 2.10pm, 
4.35pm. 6.50pm. 9pm Shakespeare 
In Love 1225pm. 3.05pm. 5.55pm, 
8.40pm This Year's Love 1.25pm 
4pm. 6.25pm. 8.50pm Ybu’ve Got 
M@tl 3pm. 5.45pm. 8.30pm 


FINCHLEY NORTH 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) 0 East Finchley A Bug's Life 
2.30pm, 4.40pm, 520pm, 7.40pm. 
10pm Don't Go Breaking my Heart 
6.30pm Holy Man 6.20pm, 9pm Jack 
Frost 1 ,30pm, 4pm La Vita i Bella 
2pm, 7pm. 9.45pm Madeline 
1.50pm. 4.05pm Shakespeare in 
Love 1.10pm, 3.50pm. 6.50pm. 
9.40pm Stepmom 8.50pm This 
Ypar’S Love 1pm, 3.30pm, 6.10pm, 
9.30pm Urban Legend 1.40pm. 
4.10pm, 6.40pm, 9.10pm Ybu've 
Got M@H 230pm. 6.30pm. 920pm 


PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Feckham Rye A Bug’s Life 4.40pm, 
7pm. 9.20pm Holy Man 1.45pm. 
4.15pm, 6.45pm, 9.25pm How 
Stella Got her Groove Back 
6.20pm. 9.05pm Madeline 4.30pm 
Shakespeare in Love 4pm, &.3Dpm, 
9pm. This Year's Love 4.20pm. 
6.50pm, 9.1 5pm You've Got M@ii 
3.55pm. 6.35pm, 9.10pm 


PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Puriey 
A Bug's Life 6pm Shakespeare in 
Love 8.20pm This Year's Love 
5.25pm, 8.25pm You've Got M@il 
5pm. 8pm 


ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) & High Street 
Kensington A Bug's Life 1 1.45am, 
2.15pm, 4.45pm. 7.15pm, 

9.45pm Don't Go Breaking 
my Heart 2.40pm, 5pm. 
720pm, 9.40pm La Vita 4 Bella 
1.40pm, 4.20pm, 7pm. 9.40pm 


VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) -G Sloane Square 
A Bug's Life 1225pm. 2.35pm. 
4.55pm, 7.10pm, 9.30pm La Vita 
b Bella 1.15pm, 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 
9pm This Year’s Love 1 .45pm. 
4.1 5pm, 7pm. 9.20pm Ybu've Got 
M@n 12.30pm. 3.15pm. 6pm. 
8.45pm 


CATFORD 

ABC (01 81 -698 3306) BR: Catford 
A Bug’s Life 6pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.30pm, 8.20pm Ybu've Got 
M@ii 2.15pm, 5.15pm. 8.15pm 


CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: East Croydon Hilary and Jackie 
1pm, 3.15pm. 5.50pm. 825pm 


SAFARI (0181 -688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon A Bug's Life 5.40pm. 
8pm Little Vbke 5.45pm. 8.10pm 
Stepmom 5.30pm. 8.15pm 


FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059) e Finchley Road A Bug's Life 
1pm, 3.10pm, 5.55pm. 820pm 
Don’t Go Breaking my Heart 
2.1 Opm. 7.30pm Holy Man 1 .50pm. 
4.20pm, 6.50pm. 9.40pm The Op- 
posite of Smx 12.40pm. 3pm. 
5.20pm, 7.40pm, 10pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1 2.50pm. 3.40pm, 
6.30pm. 9.20pm Stepmom 

4.30pm. 9.50pm This Year's Love 
1.10pm, 3.30pm. 6.05pm. 8.40pm 
urban Legend 2.20pm. 4.40pm, 
7.10pm, 9.30pm Ybu've Got M(§H1 
12.30pm, 3.20pm. 6.15pm. 9pm 


PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) «■ Putney 
Bridge A Bug's Life 4pm Little 
Voice 1.15pm, 6.30pm, 8.45pm 
Shakespeare In Love 2.15pm, 
5.30pm, 8.1 5pm You've Got M@ll 
2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8.30pm 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/O 
' Richmond A Bug's Life 2.30pm, 
4.50pm, 7.10pm, 9.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.30pm, 3.20pm, 
6.30pm. 9.10pm Ybu've Got M@U 
1pm. 3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm 


ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/O Richmond Don't Go Break- 
ing My Heart 1 ,30pm, 7pm Hilary 
And Jackie 3.40pm. 9pm Holy 
Man 3.20pm. 9.20pm Little Voice 
7pm, 9.30pm Stepmom 12.50pm. 
6pm This Ytear's Love 4.10pm, 
6.40pm. 9.20pm 
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ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
A Bug's Life 2.10pm. 4.15pm. 
6.20pm Jack Frost 6pm Stepmom 
8 .2 5 pm Thb Yfear's Love 2.15pm. 
8.35pm You've Got M@9 2.25pm. 
5.30pm, 8.10pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC [0870-902041 5) BR; Streatham 
Hill Hideous Kinky 2.10pm, 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 9pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.25pm, S.35pm. 8.25pm Step- 
mom 2.20pm, 5.25pm. 8.15pm 


ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Streatham Hill/© Brixton/Clipham 
Common A Bug's Life 2.30pm. 
4.50pm. 7pm. 9pm Holy Man 
12.30pm, 3.10pm 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
How Stella Got her Groove Back 
12.20pm, 3pm, 5.45pm. 8.25pm 
This Year's Love 1.30pm 3.50pm, 
6.20pm. 8.40pm You've Got M@U 
12.40pm. 3.15pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 


SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
ton/e- Morden A Bug's Life 1 pm. 
2pm, 3.30pm. 4.30pm. 6pm. 7pm. 
8.30pm Enemy Of The State 9pm 
Little Voice 9.30pm Madeline 
1 2.45pm, 3.1 5pm Shakespeare in 
Love 1.15pm. 3.55pm. 6.35pm. 
9.20pm Stepmom 6.25pm This 
Year's Love 1.45pm. 4.45pm. 
7.15pm. 9.55pm You've Got M@II 
1.30pm. 4.t0pm. 630pm. 9.40pm 


TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (01 ST -888 2519) © 
Turnpike Lane A Bug’s Life 4pm. 
6.30pm, 8.40pm This Year's Love 
4.05pm. 6.20pm. 8.35pm Ybu’ve 
Got M@il 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.25pm 


SURREY QUAY5 
ua (0990 888990) © Surrey Quays 
Antz 12.50pm A Bug's Life 1pm. 
2pm. 320pm. 430pm, 6pm, 7.10pm, 
8.30pm. 11pm Holy Man 3.30pm. 
6.10pm, 8.50pm. 11.30pm How 
Stella Got her Groove Back 9.55pm 
Jack Frost 2.50pm. 5.10pm Little 


Voice 7.30pm Madefine 1.40pm, 
4.20pm The Opposite of Sex 
10.10pm The Prince of Egypt 

I. 10pm Shakespeare In Love 
1 2.40pm, 3.40pm, 6.20pm. 9pm. 

I I , 30pm St e pmom 6.35pra 9.30pm 
This Year's Love 3.50pm. 6.30pm. 
9.10pm. 11.50pm Urban Legend 
2.40pm, 5pm, 7.20pm. 9.45pm 
You've Got M@B 1 ,30pm. 4. 10pm. 
6.50pm. 9.30pm. 1 1 .55pm 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) © 
Uxbridge A Bug's Life 1.30pm. 
4.15pm. 6.20pm Shakespeare in 
Love 8.25pm Ybu've Got M@H 
1.05pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) O' Waltham- 
stow Central A Bug’s Life 1 -40pm. 
3.50pm. 6pm Stepmom 8.10pm 
This Year's Love T.25pm. 3.40pm. 
6pm, 8.25pm You've Got M@H 
1 55pm. 5.05pm. 8.10pm 


WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
252825) BR. Walton on Thames A 
Bug's Life 4.20pm Hilary and 
Jackie 3.30pm. 8.25pm Shake- 
speare In Love 6pm You've Got 
M@i! 2pm. 6.T 5pm. 8 40pm 


WEU. HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
Eltham A Bug's Life 4pm. 6. 30pm. 
8.40pm Stepmom 3.25pm. 
5 50pm. 8.25pm 


W1LLESDEN 

BELLE-VUE (0181-830 0822) © 
Willesdcn Green A Bug's Ufe 
4 45pm Holy Man 6.30pm, 9pm 
Kachche Dhaagc 1 pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007} BR© 
Wimbledon A Bug's Ufe 12.1 5pm. 
2.25pm. 4 35pm. 6 45pm, 8.55pm 
Little Voice 4.15pm, 8.50pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.10pm. 
2 55pm, 5.35pm. 8.20pm St e pmom 
1 -45pm, 6.25pm This Year’s Love 
1 .20pm. 3 40pm. 6 1 0pm. 8 40pm 
You’ve Got M@ll 12.25pm. 
3.10pm, 5 50pm. 8.30pm 


WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) © South 
Woodford A Bug’s Ufe 1.20pm. 
3.40pm. 6pm Shakespeare In Love 
2.45pm. 5. 30pm. 8. 1 0pm Stepmom 
9 20pm You've Got M@l! 2.30pm. 
5.20pm. 3.15pm 


WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) e 
Turnpike Lane Daag 2pm Kachche 
Dhaage 8.45pm A a Ab Laut Chalen 
5.30pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal A Bug's Life 
4pm. 6 30pm. 8.40pm Yau’ve Got 
M@il 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 


Cinema 

Repertory 


LONDON 

CINE LUMIERE Queensberry Race. 
SW7 (0171-838 2144} Jeanne et ie 
Garcon et Formidable (NC) 8.30pm 


PHOENIX CINEMA High Road. N2 
(0181-444 6789) Shakespeare In 
Love (15) 3pm, 6pm. 8.45pm 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 
050007) BR: Romford A Bug's Ufe 
12.15pm, 2pm. 2.30pm. 4.20pm. 
4.45pm. 6.30pm. 7pm. 8.40pm 
Holy Man 1 2.45pm, 3.30pm. 6pm. 
8.40pm Uttle Voice 9pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.20pm, 3.10pm, 
5.45pm. 8.20pm Stepmom 

12.20pm, 3pm, 5.40pm, S.20pm 
This Year's Love 1 .30pm, 4.1 5pm. 
6 30pm, 8.50pm Urban Legend 
12.10pm. 2.20pm. 4.3Qpm. 

6.40pm. 9pm You’ve Got M©J1 
12.30pm, 3.15pm. 5.45pm. 830pm 


StDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR; SfdcupA 
Bug's Ufe 6pm Mrs Doubtfire 
11. 30am. 2.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 8.20pm You've Got M@il 
5.15pm, 8.15pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Crick- 
lewood A Bug's Ufe 1 pm. 2. 1 5pm. 
3.30pm. 4.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
Holy Man 6.45pm, 9.20pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.30pm, 3-1 Opm, 
5.50pm. 8.50pm This Year's Love 
1 30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm Urban 
Legend 2pm, 4.20pm. 6.45pm. 
9.15pm You've Got M@3I 1pm. 
3.45pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE HOUSE 
(0181-555 3366) BR/© Stratford 
East A Bug's Ufe 2pm. 4.15pm. 
6.45pm. 9.10pm La Vita 6 Bella 
1.25pm. 3.55pm, 6.20pm. 6.50pm 
This Year’s Love 1.30pm. 4pm, 
6.30pm. 9pm Yau’ve Got M@il 
1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 


JCA CINEMA The Mall. SW1 (0171- 
930 3647) Des Nouveiles du Bon 
Dleu (18) 6.30pm. 9.15pm Bky- 
clcran (U) 9pm Khomreh (NC) 7pm 


NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank. SE1 (01 71-928 3232) La Vie 
I ta li c des Anges (18) 2.30pm Too 
Many Crooks; Strictly T-T (NC) 
6.15pm Ybaba (PG) 6.30pm Jezebel 
(PG) 7.30pm Brief Encounters (NC) 
8.30pm Sammy and Rosie Get Laid 
(NC) 8.45pm 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) On Connait la Chanson 
(PG) 2.30pm. 7.30pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW HARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Hilary and Jackie (IS) 
3.15pm. 8.45pm La Vita 4 Bella 
(PG) 6pm 


IPSWICH 

IPSWICH FILM THEATRE (01473- 
2 1 5544) Ybur Friends and Neigh- 
bors (18) 2.30pm. 6.15pm. 8.30pm 
n (Pi) (15) 6pm. 8.15pm 


NORWICH 

CINEMA ary (01 603-622047) Hi- 
lary and Jackie (15) 2.30pm. 
5.45pm, 8.15pm 


PLYMOUTH 

PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE 
(01752-2061 14) La Vie Reutedes 
Anges (1 8) 6pm. 8.30pm The Add 
House (18) Bpm 


Cinema 


COirNTRYWIDE 


BOURNEMOUTH 

ODEON (08705-050007): A Bug's 
Ufe (U); Don't Go Breaking my 
Heart (PG): Enemy of the State 
(1 5): Fear and Loathing In Las Ve- 
gas (18): Godzilla (PG): HDary and 
Jackie (15); Uttle Voice (15): 
Madeline (U); Mulan (U): The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): Small Soldiers (PG): 
This Year's Love (1 8): Ybu've Got 
M@fl (PG) 


BRIGHTON 

VIRGIN CINEMA (0541 -555145): A 
Bug's Ufe (U); Enemy of the 
State (15): Harriet the Spy (PG): 
Holy Man (PG): Jack Frost (PG): Ut- 
tle Voice (15): Madeline (U): Shake- 
speare in Lowe (15): Stepmom (12): 
This Year's Love (18): Urban Leg- 
end (IS): Ybu’ve Got M@I1 (PG) 


BRISTOL 

GNEWORLD THE MOVIES (01275- 
831099): Ant* (PG): Baby's Day 
Out (PG); Don't Go Breaking my 
Heart (PG); Elizabeth (15); Enemy 
of the State (15); Hilary and Jack- 
ie (15): Holy Man IPG); Hu Tu Tu 
(NC); Jack Frost (PG); Kachche 
Dhaage (PG): Uttle Vbice (15): 
Madeline (U); Practical Magic (12): 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Shake- 
speare In Love (15): Stepmom (12): 
This Year's Love (18): ThumbeUna 
(U): Urban Legend (18); Very Bad 
Things ( 1 8) : You Ve Got M@il (PG) 


SHOWCASE (0117-9723800); A 
Bug’s Ufe (U): Elizabeth (15): En- 
emy of the State (15); Holy Man 
(PG): Jack Frost (PG): U Vita 6 Bel- 
la (PG): Uttle Voice (15): Madefine 
(U): Practical Magic (12): Shake- 
speare in Love (15); Scar Rule In- 
surrection (PG): Stepmom (12): 
This Year’s Love (18): Urban Leg- 
end (18); Very Bad Things (18): 
Ybu’ve Got M@il (PG) 


CAMBRIDGE 

WARNER VILLAGE <01223- 
460442): A Bug’s Ufe (U): Don’t 
Go Breaking my Heart (PG); Eliz- 
abeth (15); Holy Man (PG): Jack 
Frost (PG); La Vita 4 Bella (PG): 
Uttle Vbice (1 5): Madeline (U>; The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Shakespeare 
in Love (15); Stepmom (12): This 
Year’s Love (18): Urban Legend 
(18): Very Bad Things (18): Ybu've 
Got M@il (PG) 


CARDIFF 

CAPITOL ODEON (08705-050007): 
A Bug's Ufe (U): The Horse Whis- 
perer (PG): The Land Girts (12): Prac- 
tical Magic ( 12): Shakespeare m Love 
( 1 5): Stepmom (12); This Yfear's love 
(18); You've Got M@a (PG) 


UO 12 (0870-603 4567): Antz 
(PG): Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): A 
Bug's Ufe (U): Sulworth (18): En- 
emy of the State (15): Hilary and 
Jackie (15): Holy Man (PG): Jack 
Frost (PG); Kachche Dhaage (PG): 
La Vita & Bella (PG): Uttle Vbice 
(15): Lock, Stock & Two Smoking 
Bartels (18): Madeline (U); The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Saving Private 
Ryan (1 5): Shakespeare in Love (1 5); 
Stepmom (12); This Year's Love 
(18); Urban Legend (18): Very Bad 
Things (18): You've Got M@U (PG) 


PORTSMOUTH 

UO 6 (0870-603 4567): Antz (PG): 
A Bug's Ufe (U): Enemy of the State 
(1 5); The Land Girts ()2): Ude Vote 
(15): Madeline (U); The Prince or 
Egypt (U); Shakespeare in Love (l 5): 
Stepmom (12); This Year's Love 
(18); You've Got M@fl (PG) 


REJUHNG 

ABC CINEMA (0870-9020417); 
Antz (PG); Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas (1 8) : Hideous Kinky ( 1 5): Jack 
Frost (PG): Uttfe Voice (15): Shake- 
speare In Love fi 5): Stepmom (1 2) 


Theatre 

WEST END 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Lolita (18) 
1 pm The Exorcist (25 th Anniversary 
Rerelease) (18) 3.30pm Out of 
Sight (IS) 6pm Switchblade Seteri 
(18) 9.15pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road. W6 (0171-420 0100) 
Oscar and Lucinda (15) 6.15pm -I- ■ 
Elizabeth 8.45pm 


Ticket availability details are fbr to- 
day. times and prices for the week; 
running times include Intervals. • 
— Seats at all prices H — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1]: Sun, (3): Tue, (4): 
Yted. [5]: Thur. (6): Fri. (7): Sat 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street, Brentford. Middlesex (01 81- 
568 1176) La Vita e Bella (PG) 
1.30pm, 9.15pm Hideous Kinky 
(15) 1 ,30pm, 9.1 5pm 


BRIGHTON . 

DUKE OF YORK’S CINEMA 
(01273-602503) Pecker (18) 
1.45pm. 6.30pm La Vita 6 Bella 
(PG) 4pm. 8.45pm 


BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (01 1 7-925 3845) La 
Vita 4 Bella (PG) 3pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 
Ybur Friends and Neighbors (18) 
61 Opm The Apple (Sib) (PG) &20pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS GRISHA (01 223-504444) Hi- 
lary and Jackie (1 5) 1 2 noon La Vi- 
ta * Bella (PG) 2.15pm. 4.45pm. 
7.1 5pm Ybur Friends and Neigh- 
bors (18) 9.30pm 


SOUTHAMPTON 
ODEON IBSURE WORLD (01703- 
222111); Antz (PG); Blade (18): A 
Bug's Ufe (U): Don't Go Breaking 
my Heart (PG): Dr Doiitde (PG); En- 
emy of the State (! 5): George of die 
Jungle (Uj: Godzilla (PG); Holy Man 
(PG): Jack Frost (PG); U Vita * Bd- 
la (PG): Little Wee ( 1 5): Lock. Stock 
&TiraSmolu^BiaiTEte(18): Made- 
fine (U); MouseHunt (PG); Mulan (Uj; 
The Parent Trap (PG): Practical 
Magic (12); The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Shakespeare in Love (15); The Siege 
(1 5); Small Sokflers (PG): Star Urate 
Insurrection (PG); Stepmom (12); 
There's Something About Mary 
(15): This Year's Love (18); Urban 
Legaid (18): Very Bad Things (18): 
You've Got M@fl (PG) 


• BLOOD BROTHERS WfllyRus- 
setTs long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (01 71 -369 1 733) 
6 Lek Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon -Sat 
7.45pm. [5] 3pm. (7) 4pm. El 1 .50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 


I BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy HoQy 
Strand Aldwydi. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) © Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm & 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm & 8.30pm. mats 
[1)4pm. £10- £30. half price Friday 
matinees. 160 mins. 


I CATS Lloyd Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot's poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (01 7 1 -405 
0072/cc 01 71 -404 4079) © Coven r 
Garden/Hoibom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
(3|(7] 3pm. E10.50-E35. 165 mins. 


3 CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical Adeiphi Maiden Lane. 
WC2 (0171-344 0055) © Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm. I4jf7] 3pm. £16- 
£36 (inc booking fee). 130 mins. 


• THE COLOUR OF JUSTICE 

Dramatisation of the headline-grab- 
bing Stephen Lawrence case. Vic- 
toria Palace Victoria Street, SW1 
(0171-834 1317) BR/© Victoria. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5] 2pm. [7] 
4pm. ends 13 Mar. E5-E15.50. 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shake- 
speare Company fast-forward 
through 37 plays. Criterion Pic- 
cadilly OroiS.WI (0171-369 1747) 


© Pkx Qrc. Wed-Sat 8pm, [5( 
3pm. [71 5pm. [II 4pm. E10-Q5. 


• COPENHAGEN New drama from 
Michael Frayn about the discovery 
of the atom. Duchess Catherine 


Street WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 
01 71-344 44441 © Covent Garden. 


0171-344 4444) -e- Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5] [7] 2.30pm. 
E10-E30. 145 mins. 


•DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark little stars in this wiity and 
wise comedy about the sexes. Apol- 
lo Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171- 
494 5070) 6 Picc Qrc. Mon-Thur 
8pm. Fri -Sat 6pm & 8.45pm, £10- 
£25. cones available. . 


• DR DOLTTTUE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the a n i m als. London Apol- 
lo Hammersmith Queen Caroline 
Street. W6 9 (0171-416 6022) © 
Hammersmith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4J[7| 2.30pm. E12.5O-E32.50. 
150 mins. 


• GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film. (With Darren Day from 
Mar li Cambridge Eariham Street, 
WC2 (0171-494 5080] ©Covent 
Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4)[71 
3pm. E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 


• JIN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah York 
in E^ter HalTs acclaimed production 
of Wilde's comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (0171-494 5045) © 
Picc Qrc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (41 
3pm. [7] 4pm. E7.50-E29.50. 165 
mins. 


I AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldrv’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thriHec Garrick 
Charing Cross Roail WC2 (0171-494 
5085) o Leic Sq. Mon -Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.1 5pm, |4| 2.30pm. [7| 5pm. 
E12-E29 50. 110 mins. 


7 LIFT OFF Issues of race are ex- 
plored in Roy Williams's new piece. 
Royal Court Upstairs (at The Am- 
bassadors) West Street WC2 (01 71- 
565 5000) © Leic Sq. Mon-Sar 9pm. 
ends 1 3 Mar. £10. cones £5. 


I UTTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stars as the 
revolutionary activist in David Hal- 
tiwell's drama. Comedy Pa nr on 
Street. SW1 (0171-369 1731) © 
Picc Grt/Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
[51[7| 3pm. ends 13 Mar. £7- 
£27.50. 


» MACBETH Rufus Sewefl and Sal- 
ly Dexter portray thwarted ambition. 
Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue, WT 
(0171-494 5040/cc 0171-344 
4444) © Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[7J 2.30pm. ends 5 June. £10.50- 
£28.50. 


• THE MEMORY OF WATER Al- 
ison Steadman and Julie Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother's funeral vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BFVG Charing X. Mon-Sac 8pm. 
[5][7] 3pm. E8-E27.50. 


• OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars in the IfetkmaTs acclaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stain’s cowboy v farmhand irmsical 
Lyceum Wellington Street, WC2 
(0870-606 3446/cc 606 6446) © 
Charing X/Embankment. Mon£at 
7.30pm. [4] [7] 2.30pm, ends 26 
June, E10-E35. 


• ALARMS & EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
hy mysterious messages stars Fe- 
licity Kendal and Jose Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171 -494 5065) ©Picc Grc. Mon- 
Sac 7.45pm. [5)[7] 3pm. ends 6 Mar. 
E19.5Q-E27.50. «1 250-El 7.50 (re- 
stricted views). 1 30 mins. 


. I LES MJSERABLES Musical 
drama t isation of Victor Hugo's mas , 
terpiece . Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
W1 (0171-434 0909) © Picc Qrc. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. I51I7J 2.30pm. 
E7-£35. 195 mins. 


• MSS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (01 7! - 
494 5060) ©Covenc Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4J[7J 3pm. £fl.50-£35. 
165 mins. 


• AMADEUS David Suehet stare 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer's ac- 
claimed drama. Ok! Iric The Cut. 5E1 
(0171-928 7616/cc 420 0000) 
BR/© Waterloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4] [7] 2.30pm. £7.50-£30. 180 
mins. 


I ART Tbm Mannion, Danny Yfebfa, 
Gary Olsen in Yhsmina Reza’s com- 
edy about art and friendship. Wyn- 
dham’s Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-369 1-736/cc 0171-867 
1 1 1 1 } © Leic Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm. [4| 
3pm. [71(1] 5pm. E9.50-E27.50. 90 
mins. 


» THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit St Martin's 
West Street. WC2 (01 71-836 1 443) 
• Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3] 
2.45pm. [7J 5pm. E10-E24.S0. 1 35 
mins. 


For Lefty Luise Rainer talks about 
her life with playwright Clifford 
Odets. Tonight, 6pm. 


O BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 


cartoon version of the favourite fahy 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road.WI (0171-656 1888) ©Tott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4)[7) 
2.30pm. E1S.50-E35. 150 mins. 


» THE BARBICAN: The fern pest 
Adrian Noble directs Shakespeare’s 
romance drama. Last performances 
today 1.45pm & 7.15pm. 165 mins. 


• THE Pm Shadows: Riders To 
The Sea & The Shadow of The C9en 
& Purgatory Triple-bill ol drama 
by WB Yeats and JH Synge. 
In rep. today 2pm 6 7.15pm, ends 
27 Mar. Barbican Theatre: E5-E26. 
The Pit: £11 -£18.50. Barbican 
Centre. EC2 (0171-638 8891). 
BR/G Barbkan/Moorgace. 


• YOUNG VIC Thlk Of The Gty 
Stephen Poliakoff’s drama explores 
media control in the e arty dags ofTV 
ami radio. In rep. today 2pm 6 
7.15pm. £1 4-00. The Cut. SE1 
(01 7 T -928 6363) . -©/BR: Waterloo. 


O SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium Ar- 
gyll Street, W1 (0171-494 5020) ©■ 
Oxford Grc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4J[7] 
2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 135 mins. 


I SHOCKHEADBJ PETBI Brilliant 
junk opera, featuring the Tiger Lil- 
lies. Lyric Hammersmith King 
Street. W6 (0181-741 2311) ■© 
Hammersmith. Mon-Sat 730pm, [7) 
2.30pm. ends Apr 10. £5-£18. 


» SLAVAS SNOWSHOW Slava 
BAxmine returns to London vrith his 
mesmeric show that takes all ages 
back to the realms of chikfish delight 
Piccadilly Denman Street. W1 
(01 71 -369 1 734) OPfcc Grc. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. 151(7] 2.30pm. EIO- 
£27.50. 


• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s hi-tech rofieMnua- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SWi (0171-416 6070) BIV®- Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (31(7) 3pm. 
E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 


' O AMERICAN IMPORTS: THREE 
DAYS OF RAIN Drama about the 
strange legacy left to two children hy 
their father Donmar warehouse 
Eariham Street. WC2 (0171-369 
1732) ©■ Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
8pm. ends 1 3 Mar. E8-E1 5. macs £8. 


O TOAST Richard Wilson directs 
Richard Bean’s new drama set in a 
Hull bakery Royal Court Upstairs 
(at The Ambassadors) West Street. 
WC2 (0171-565 S000J e Leic Sq. 
Man-Sat 7pm. (7] 4pm, ends 6 Mar, 
£10. cones E5. 


• VASSA Howard Davies directs a 
new stage version of Maxim Gorky’s 
tale of a matriarch and her down- 
trodden family. Albery Sc Martin’s 
Lane. WC2 (01 71-369 1 730) Le- 
ic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [5I(7| 3pm, 
ends 27 Mar 4 £5-£29.50. 


• THE WEIR Conor McPherson’s 

dr ama hi wt in Ir plwnH an d 

ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Or 
York's) Sc Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) O Leic Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (41(7) 
3.30pm. E5-E25. 90 mins. 


9 WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production or Bernstein's classic 
musical attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit. 
Prince of Wbles Coven try Street. W1 
(0171-839 5987) O Leic Sq/Plcc 
Grc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [51(71 3pm. 
E1S.50-E35. 160 mins. 


I WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber's new musical based 
on the film of the same name. Ald- 
wydl AJdwych. WC2 [0171-416 
6000/CC 0171 -836 2428) ©■Hol- 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5][7| 3pm. 
E10-E32.50. 120 mins. 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
Hill's chilling ghost story. Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238/tc 0171 -344 4444) ■©■ Covent 
Garden/Hoibom. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3) 
3pm. [7] 4pm. E8.5O-E23.50. 110 


Theatre 

Beyond The West end 


FIRST CaluLasilCall 


> THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OrtKA Andrew Uoyd Webber’s 
Gothic musicaLHer Majesty’s Hay- 
market. SWI (0171-494 5400/cc 
01 71-344 4444) ePkxGrc. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [41 [7[ 3pm. E1Q-E35. 
1 50 mins. 


» RENT Musical inspired to La Bo- 
heme and set in modem day New 
Ybrk. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue, WC2 (07000-2 11 221)0’ Hol- 
bom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4][71 3pm. £12.5O-£32j50. 160 
mins. 


ALMEIDA THEATRE Speer Movie 
star Klaus Maria Brandauer makes 
his West End debut in Esther Vaaris 
tantalising new drama. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, mats Sat 3pm, ends 27 Mar. 
£9 -50-El 9.50. cones available. 
Almeida Street. N1 (0171-359 
4404) O Angel. 


KING’S HEAD, ISLINGTON Jack- 
son Ward Dark comedy about retired 
Surgeons. Tue-Sun 1pm. ends 7 Mar. 
£5. cones £4. 

The Vagina Monologues Eve Easier 
performs her own acclaimed off 

Broadway hit Tue-Sat 8pm. mats Sac 
& Sun 3.30pm, ends 6 Mar. £12-£1 3. 
Upper Street. N1 (0171-226 1916) 
G Angel. 


RICHMOND THEATRE The Pris- 
oner of Second Avenue Richard 
Dreythss and Marsha Mason ropfag 
their U K stag e debut in star in Neil 
Simon's witiy and wise comedy about 
a mhMife crisis. Mon-Sat 7,45pm. 
mat Wed 2.30pm. ends 6 Mar. 
phone for prices. The Green, Rich- 
mond, Surrey (0181 -940 0088) BR: 
Richmond. 


Fir st Cal l 

IN ’I' hkih NATIVE Australia, Sfiverchair are already 
famous, but the UK could soon also learn to love their 
grunge rod: sound after a helpful endorsement from 
D J Chris Evans. The three-piece guitan drum and 
vocal combo, who are only just out of school, have 
already completed two multi-million-sdling albums. 
So to experience their fresh rock energy, yon should 
book earty for one of their East-selling spring gig dates. 
Nottingham Rock City (0115-912 9122) 6 Apr; The 
Garage, Glasgow (0142-339 3333) 3 Apr; Manchester 
University (0161-832 1111) 9 Apr; Brixton Academy, 
London SW9 (0171-771 2000 ) 30 Apr 



I RICHARD ■ Robot Lindsay stare 
as the historical v illain. Savoy 

Strand. WQ (0171-836 8888/cc 
01 71 -836 0479) ■© Owing X/Em- 
bankment. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. (7] 
2.30pm. £10- £27 JO. AS 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
• LYTTELTON: NT2000: Waiting 
For Lefty Luise Rainer talks about 


• The Forest Alan Ayckbourn's new 
version of Ostrovsky’s black social 
satire stars Frances de la Tbun In nep. 
tonight 7.30pm. 


Last Call 

HAVING DELIVERED a monologue of two halves to 
approving critics, Howie the Bookie is set to end 
its aedaimed London run. Aidan Kelly (right) and Karl 
Shiels bring to life Mark 0 'Rowe’s gritty urban drama 
set in Dublin’s underworld. It’s an nnpleasant land- 
scape populated by alcoholics, down-and-outs and 
the sexuaDy maimed - a kind of drugless Trainspotting 
with an Irish twist Make sure you catch this potent 
production before it disappears. 

Bush Theatre, London W12 (0181-743 3388) to 13 Mar 



9 COTTESLOE: The Riot Nick 
Darke's drama from Kheebigh The- 
atre. In rep. today 2.30pm & 
7.30pm. Lyttelton: £8-£27. 
Cottesloe: E12-E18. NT2000: £4. 
cones £3. Day seats from 10am. 
South Bank. SE1 (01 71-452 3000). 
BR/ 1 ©' Waterloo. 


Theatre I Exhibitions classical 


Countrywide 


BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL Loot Michael Et 
phkfcandLetitiaDeaastarinJoeOr- 
ton’abfackcomecfe Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
mat Thur 2.30pm, ends 6 Mar. 
E7.50-E1 5.50. cones available Bond 
Street (01273-328488) 


NEWBURY 

CORN EXCHANGE EJectra Haunt 


des' story of tonid famlfy ooofllcL 4 
& 5 Mar, 7.45pm. £10, cones £8 
Market Place (01635-522733) 


WATERMILL THEATRE More Talk- 
ing Heads Janet Brown, Patricia 
England and Sophie Lawrence per- 
form Alan Bennett’s monologues. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm, mats Thur & Sat 
2.30pm. ends 13 Mar. E6-£ 16.50 
Bagnor (01635-46044) 


NORTHAMPTON 
ROYAL -THEATRE Dombey and Son 
Stage version of Dickens' rhay nov- 
el. Mon-Sac 730pm, mats Thur 2J50pm, 
Sat 5pm. ends 6 Mac E4-E14.50 
Guildhall Road (01604-632 533) 


NORWICH 

MADOERMARKET THEATRE Sa- 
lonika An octogenarian World War 
One war widow visits the beach at Sa- 
lonika where her husband perished. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, ends 6 Mar. £4- 
£6J50 St Johns Alley (01 603-62091 7) 


PIYMOUTH 

DRUM THEATRE, THEATRE ROY- 
AL The Impostor Witty adaptation 
of Moliere’s comedy: Mon- 

Sat 7.45pm. mat today 2.45pm. 
ends 6 Mar. £6-£9, cones available 
Royal Rarade South (01752-267222) 


POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE China Song 
Fhntasy based on a Hans Christian 
Andersen tale. Today 1 .30pm. ends 
6 Mar. E5-E7.50. cones available 
Klngland Road (01202-685222) 


REJUMNG 

THE MILL AT SONMNG Laura Stage 
adaptation of the 1940s film thriDer 
Mon-Sat 8.15pm (dinner 6.15pm), 
mats Sat 2.15pm (lunch 12.30pm). 
ends 27 Mar. £21 £5-£32.95 ind meal 
Sonning Eye (01 18-969 8000) 


SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE The 
Birthday Party Timothy 'West and 
Prunella Scales in Pinter’s modern 
classic. Mon-wed 7.30pm. Thur-Sat 
8pm. mats Thur & Sat 2.30pm. ends 
6 Mar. £8-£15 Mai chouse Lane 
(01722-320333) 


SOUTHAMPTON 
THE GANTRY Macbeth Phyaral pn> 
duetkm of Shakespeare's tragedy 4 
& 5 Mar, 8pm. E6. cones £4.50 Off 
Biecftynden Terrace (01 703-229319] 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
THE OTHER PLACE The Dispute 
Marivaux's quaa-srieotific drama. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. phone for mats, 
ends 20 Mar. £ 10-£ 19. cones avail- 
able Southern Lane (01 789-295623) 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
Die Winter's UUe Tale of obsessive 
jealousy directed hy Gregory Doran. 
Today 1 .30pm & 7.30pm. £7-£30 
Waterside (01789-295623) 


TRURO 

HALL FOR CORNWALL Hamlet 


Danish family Today 1 .30pm & 8pm. 
E5-E9 Back Quay (01872-262466) 


BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Mary PoUer (1900-1981) 
Major retrospective of the artist’s 
painting*. Mon. Tue & Thur-Sat 10am- 
5pm. Sim 2 pm- 5 pm. ends 28 Mar, 
free. Church Street (01 273-290900) 


GARDNER ARTS CB4TRE Huahabye 
Mountain Jonathan Haney's new 
play with the twin setting of Heaven 
and Earth. Wed-Sat 7.45pm. ends 6 
Mac E7B5-EB3S, concsanBabie Uni- 
versity of Sussex, Lewes Road 
(01273-685861) 


CHELMSFORD 

CIVIC THEATRE Lanza - The Last 
Serenade A musical tribute to leg- 
endary singer Mario T-anra Mon-Thur 
7.30pm, Fri 8pm. Sat 5pm & 8pm, 
ends 6 Mar. E9.50-E1 2, cones avail- 
able Fairfield Road (01245-606505) 


CAMBRIDGE 

HTZWUJAM MUSEUM Picasso and 
Matisse Prints, drawing, and ce- 
rauacs from the collection. Bids 1 1 Ape 
Recent Acquisitions of Contempo- 
rary American Prints Earty etching, 
lithographs, woodcuts and screen- 
prints. Ends 2 May. 

Rembrandt and the Passion Out- 
standing collection of prints. Tue-Sat 
10am-5pm, Sun 2.1 5pm-5pm, ends 
20 Jun, free. Trumpfngton Street 
(01 223-332900) 


CHELTENHJUH 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Twelfth Night 
Northern Broadskfes's accessible 

production, directed by Barrie Rutter. 

Mon-Frf 7.45pm, Sat 8pm. mats Tue 
& Thur 2pm, ends 6 Mar. £5-£1 5. Re- 
gent Street (01242-572573) 


LEICESTER 

THE CITY GALLERY Tongues of Di- 
amond Pointings exploring myth. 
Tue-Fri 1 1am-6pm. Sat 10am-5pm, 
ends 27 Mar. free. Granby Street 
(0116-254 0595) 


U|l~|| lUW Aksnr 

WYCOMBE SWAN The Rocky Hor- 
ror Show Twenty-fifth anniversary 
tour of the dassic rockfn’rofl musicaL 
Mon-Thur 8pm. Fri 6pm & 9pm. Sat 
5.30pm 6 8.30pm. ends 6 Mar. £1 5- 
£23.50. cones available St Mary's 
Street (01494-512000) 


LONDON 

ANTHONY lyOFFAY Andy Warhol 
Sculpture and paintings Mon-Frf 
10am-530pm, Sat 10am- 1pm. ends 
11 Mar, free. Dering Street W1 
(0171-499 4100) -©Bond Street 


OPERA 


LBCESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE A Passion- 
ate Woman Comedy about a Leeds 
mum coming to terms with her son's 
imminent marriage. Tue-Sat 730pm. 
ends 20 Mac £6kSO€1 450, cxncsanft- 
abie BeJ grave Gate (01 1 6-253 9797] 


BARBICAN ART GALLERY Africa 
By Africa: A Photographic View 
More than 200 images from snb-Sa- 
haran Africa. 

Picasso and Phooo^aphy; The Dark 
Nfinror Explores Picasso’s refationshfo 
with photography. Mon. Thur-Sat 
10am-6.45pm, ftje 10am-5.45pm, 
Wed 10am-7.45pm. Sun 12noon- 
6.45pm. ends 29 Mar. £5. cones £3. 
Mon -Fri £3 after 5 pm. Sit Street EC2 
(01 71 -638 41 41 ) « Bartiican 


DANCE 


NEW MILTON 

FOREST ARTS CENTRE Paradise 
A visual performance inspired by a 
true story of misplaced inheritance. 
Tonight 8pm. £6.50. ooncs £5.50 Old 
Milton Road (01425-612393) 


DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: 40 Years 
of a Design Icon Marks the 40th an- 
niversary of the vehicle. Ends 9 May. 
Modem Britain 1927-1939 fodude 
works hyFTands Bacon, Paul Nash 
and Barbara Hepworth. Phone for 
dmes, ends 18 JuL £5-25. ooncs £4. 
Shad Thames SE1 (01 71-378 6055) 
-e-IbwerlCll 


7.30pm. Sac mat Z.30pm. 
Wheeler Street (01223-357851) 


NEWARK 

PALACE THEATRE The Tempest 
Stimulating production from Jactito 
Theatre. Tonight 7.30pm. £6. cones 
£4 Appleton Gate (01636-671 1 56) 


HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caulfield Paintings by the leading 
British artist Mon. Thur-Sun 10am- 
6pm. Tue & Wed 10am -8pm. ends 
1 1 Apr. £6, cones £4. family £1 2. 
Belvedere Road SE1 (0171-960 
4242} BR/© Waterloo 


SADLERS WELLS AT THE PEA- 
COCK THEATRE Paco Pena Fla- 
menco Presents La Musa Ghana 
flforid class flamenco show Tue-Sat 
8pm. mat Sat, Sun 3pm. ends 7 Mar. 
£7JS0-£35. Portugal Street. WQ 
(01 71-863 8222) Hofoom. 


PLACE THEATRE Shobana Jeyas- 
high Dance Company: Double Bill 
Double bill of new work. Tonight 
8pm. £10. Duke's Road, WC1 (01 TI- 
BS? 0031) ■O Euston. 


NATIONAL GALLH1Y Portraits by T 

sssSSfSI's&’E&'S Literature 


ism-century French artist Ends 25 
Ape £6. cones £4. Wed £4 7pm-10pm. 
In the Light of Fira Angelico: 
Zanobi Strorzi Study exhibition ex- 
ploring the paintings of the 15thrcen- 
tuiy artist. Ends 7 Mar. free. 
OrazioGentflesdil at Che Court of 
Charles I Rare exhibition exploring 
the work of the 17th-century Italian 
artist Mon & Tue. Thur-Sun 1 0am- 
6pm, Wed 1 0am- 9pm, ends 23 May, 
free. Trafalgar Square WC2 (0171- 
747 2885) ■© Charing Goss 


BATH 

RABBI LIONEL BLUE The media- 
friendly Rabbi shares his views on 
fife. Guildhall - 1999 Bath Litera- 
ture Festival (01225-463362) 
Tonight 7pm, £7, cones £6. 


NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 
The Art of Cooking: Barry Mars- 
den Photographs otefaefs displayed 
in the cafe. Ends T Apr, free. 
Gerald Scarfe at the NPG Ftofitical 
cariacatures. Ends 6 Apr. free. 
Millais: Portraits Major retrospec- 
tive of portraits by the Pre-Raphadite 
artist Mon-Sat 10am-6pin. Sun 
12noon-6pm.ends6Jun. £4. cones 
£3. Sc Martins Place WC2 (0171-306 
0055) ©■ Charing Cross 


LONDON 

JERRY SPRDNKXR BOOK SIGNING 
The American talk show host signs 
copies of his book Ringmaster. Sd- 
frtdges Oxford Street W1 (0171-629 
1234) ■©• Bond Street. Today 
5.30pm-7pm, free. 


Comedy 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Mon- 
et In the 20th Century Eighty paint- 
ings made after 1900. Mon-Thur. Sun 
9am -6 pm. Fri & Sat 9am-1 Opm, ends 
18 Apr. £9, cones £6. child £3. 
Burlington House. Piccadilly WI 
(0171 -300 8000) ©■ Green Park 


BRISTOL 

MADHOUSE COMEDY CLUB AT 
H0J & CHICKEN Withlrishstory- 
teffingocBnic Owen O'Neill, phis Nick 
WUty. Tonight 8.30pm, North Street 
(0117-922 3683) £5. cones £4. 


CARDIFF 

RICHARD MORTON AND JUNIOR 
SIMPSON A T THE WHARF The ge- 


TATE GALLERY Ak Now 17: 
Thomas Demand's Tunnel Film ex- 
ploring urban life. Ends 25 Apr. free. 
Works on Papa- and Printings: Fran- 
cis Bacon Timings and drawings 
previously unseen. Ends 2 May free. 


the star of TVs The Real McCoy. 
Tonight 9.30pm. Schooner Way 
(01222-405092) £6 ddv. £7 door. 


When Robots Rule - The One 
Minute Airplane Factory: Chris Bur- 
den Installation of flying planes. 
Mon-5un 1 0am- 5 -50pm, ends 13 
Jun, free. Millbank SWI (0171-887 
8000) ■© Pimrico 


LONDON 

THE COMEDY STORE Stand up with 
Dominic Holland, Tracy Brothers, 
Rhona Cameron, Mike Gum and Tim 
Oark. Tonight 8pm, Onsndon Street 
SWT (01426-914433) -©Piccadilly 
Grcus. El 2. cones £7. 


OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM The 
Painterly Brush Oil sketches dating 
from the 18th to the early 20th cen- 
tury Ends 21 Mar. 

Buddhist Art from Tibet The EM 
Stratton Coflection Collection nrtable 
for its diversSy Tue-Sat 10am-4pm. 


OXFORD 

JONGLEURS OXFORD With Andre 
Vincent, Roger D. Jeff Atiza and 
Sean Meo. Tonight 7.45pm, Hythe 
Bridge street (0845-6081318) £8. 


Sun 2 pm -4pm. ends 2 May: free. 
Beaumont Street (01 865-278000} 


STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partner sb^ isand Practice 
Paintings w a rninn fm m Bn> 
second half of the century. 

Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Snifrh iro Unkin g SI .fawt with Mmntov - 
raL Mon-Sat 1 1am-7pm. Sun 11am- 
5pm, ends 1 1 Apr. £330. cones £2. 
Porthmeor Beach (01 736-796226] 


SOUTHAMPTON 
CLIP JOINT COMEDY CLUB AT CUP 
JCHNT ATTHE UZARD LOUNGE Wfth 
Marcus Brigstocie, Drew Barr and 
LjhS Alberta Tonight 9pm, Bedford 
Place (01 703-220091) £5. NUS £4. 


Clubs 


SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ART GALLERY 
Venice Through Canaletto's Eyes 
Vforbs by the Venetian artist Tue-Sun 
10am- 5pm, ends 14 Mar. free. 
Alexandra Road (01792-651738) 


BfBGHTON 

PHON I C HOOP AT THE ENIGMA 
sook strangeness for adventurous 
10m -2am. £3. cones 
£2. Ship Street (01273-328439) 


LONDON 

at bar RUMBA 

lonigw: 9pm-330am. Shaftesbury Ay- 
^1 ( 0171-287 27 ^^ 1 ?: 
cacflDy Greus. E5. £3 before 1030pm. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
WOUfERHAMPTTXNI ART GALLBIY 
Disasters of war. Callot, Goya. 
Dlx The artists' war etching. Mon- 
Sac 1 0am -5 pm, ends 20 Mar, free. 

Lichfield Street (01902-5520551 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

TOTTY AT THE CANAL Pumping 

JS^^.ShiartOielay andsEtt 

2Sj^'tf‘” 0 Pm-2.30am. £3. 

BriCl ^ 1 W&terways Yard. 
Broad Street (01902-71 1 545) 


Events 


BASINGSTOKE 

THE ANVIL Orchestra of the Age 
of Enlightenment/Elder Brahms s 
ABd Rhapsody and Liszt s_ Faust 
Symphony. Torfeht 7.45pm. £10.50- 
£24750. Churchill Way (01256- 
844244) 


LONDON 

miM.B T7RBPTH HALL Emerson 
String Quartet Quartets by Mozart, 
and Schubert. "Knight 7.45pm. 
E6-E18. South Bank Centre, SE1 
(0171-960 4242) BR/O Waterloo. 


BEDFORD 

IN THE LIMELIGHT NORTH 
THROUGH THE MAGIC LAN 
Exhibition based on 

tensive magic lantern 

ticuiarty the work of pioneer! 
Henman. Bedford Museum £ 
Lane (01234-353323) fti 
1 1am -5pm. Sun 2pm-5pm.Tr 


WIG MORE HALL Andres Sehiff An 
aD -Schumann piano recital Tonight 
7.30pm. £10- £22. Wigmore Street. 
WI (0171-935 21 41 )« Bond Street. 


LONDON 

A CENTURY IN THE MAKING jg 
hibitioa drawn from the aitndl 
sign archibes, drawing tc^efiein 
by students and staff spamajgata 
dred years. The London fasti* 
Gallery Davies Street W! (0171-3 
6000) O Bond Street. 
10am-8pm. ends 10 Mar. bee..' 


PETERBOROUGH 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 
Northern Slnfonla/Humphreys 
Mozart's Clarinet Concerto and 33rd 
Symphony Tonight 7.30pm. £5- 
£12.(01733-452336) 


SWANSEA 

AMBITION IS CRITICAL? Aifaq 
sion on the pros and cons of nfrjg 
in Welsh theatre. The Dylan Thai 
Centre Somerset Place (0Y7Si 
463993) Tonight 7.30pm, 
availability. 


MUSIC 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM The Barber 
of Seville Rossini's enduring com- 
edy in an ENO revival. Tonight 
7.30pm. E5-E55. St. Martin's Lane. 
WC2 (0171 -632 8300] B Leicester 
Square/Charing Cross. 


CARDIFF 

GENE Martin Rossiter^post-Bdt 
outfit tour to coincide with therde 
of their new album, fieoekitfa 
Coal Exchange Cardiff Bay «M2 
330220) Tonight 8.30pm. E7. 


CAMBRIDGE 

CORN EXCHANGE The Royal Bai- 
lee Dance Bites New woks by Mark 
Bakriwinand Wffliam TUckett Tbnjght 
7.30pm. Sat mat 2.30pm. £7-£22. 


IPSWICH 

ERROL BROWN Theex-HatChn 
late vocalist's StiS Sexy touz The Ik 
gent St Helens Stm 
(01473-281480) Tonight 8pn.ptol 
for prices. . '■! 


LONDON 

SPEED OF SOUND. ROONttOG 
MA Soundtrack lo-fi with.|j j q} 
punk twang from the heafiaa 
Dublin Castle Parkway. NWTwJ 
378 6095] O Camden Tbwn.'TBnS 
8.30pm. £5. cones E3.50. 


BOOM BOOM SATEUJTTS 
from Japan. Mass, St Mattbemil 
Church Brixton Hill SW2 (0171-7*3. 
6470) BIV®: Brixton. TbnjrtK.MpSlff-, 
£9. £6 before 1 1 pm. NUS £3. «.| 


PHILIP JEAYS The rated 
songwriter. Troubadour Cofn 
House Old Bnxnpcon Road 5N 
(0181-354 0660) 49 Earl's Co# 
Tonight 9.30pm. £5. cones £4.^ ;: 


CAKE US alt-rocksters. Unherdfl 
of London Union Malec St7eetJflCI 
(01 7 1 -664 2030) e GoodgeSbefr 
Tonight 8pm. £8. .. < , 


OXFORD '• ; J 

ROCK SAG AND NAILS 
young folk-rock band from the aeBisf] 
Mas. The Zbdbc Cowley Road (01 8&1 
420042) Tonight 7.30pm. E6-£7. '■] 


1 W. -< 


SALISBURY . Xi 

THE HOLUK Metotfo rods fr<*n 0*1 
veterans, with orignalmenibCT t.<M 
Han Maithouse Lane (01 722-3276IM 
Tonight 7.30pm. £12.50-£15J0r.;3 


SWANSEA - i 

HARP & SOUL Harp musk: in®, 
around the globe. Tbllesfai Arts OfiS 
tie Singleton P&rk (01792-2968W1 
Tonight 7.30pm. £8. cones Q-S-rj 


WORTHING . Jfj 

SOLID SILVER SIXTIES SHOW Wy 
Peter Noone, Freddie and ^ 
Dreamers, BD^J Kramer and 
an Pbole. Assembly Hall Stoke /8H3 
bott Road (Ol 903-820500) ThriS?*i 
7.30pm, phone for prices. '-^S 


Music 4 

Jazz, World, Folk^ 


HARTFORD , 

DEREK NASH Sax Appeal’s dbM 
in bebop mode. Daren to 
Green Street (O1474-703203T-J 
Tonight 8pm. phone for prices. . j 


DORKING 

ANN ODELL TRIO WITH B** 


guest trumpeter Hancock. The Wfr j 
fermffl Reigare Road (01 306-88783'J. 
Tonight 8.30pm. £7. concS E5. * 


LONDON 

STEVE WILLIAMSON'S DNA^^ 
saxist of Jazz Warriors fame.^11 
bridge Town Hail Parade, Brixtcn 
SW2 (0171-326 S100)BRfOBr«P%i 
Tonight 9pm. £7. free before 


ISABEL ROBERTS Jazz vocag^ 


launching her debut CD, Lctwel*? 
ManAbme. Mezzo Uttnlour Snefit^ *5 


(01 71 -314 4000) O-Letaesttr 
Tonight 10pm, £5 cover for 


GEORGE MELLY AND JOHj] 
CHILTON'S FEETWARMElSjJg 
veteran raconteur and Satc^g 
styled singer. Pizza on the 


Knlghtsbrldge SWT (017J-2 
5273) ©-Hyde Rark Comer. WW 
9. 1 5pm fr 1 1 .1 5pm, £20. ad*tj 




MONTY ALEXANDB? TRIO 
tnaican piano populist 
Scott’s Frith Street, Wl (0T7Mg.ro: 
0747) © Leicester Square. 

9pm & 1 1.30pm. £12. men 


ml. a 


NORWICH • 

WWTAZIA Afro-Oriental 
neaca Norwich Arts Centre 7: . 
Vbrd. St Benedict's Street (016^;... 
660352) Tonight 8pm. £6. CP"®** 
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I^ETHU^DAY review 

The Independent 4 March 1999 



Thursday Radio 


RADIO 1 

(97&-998MHZ FM ) 

6-30 Zoe Bat 9.00 Simon Maya 
1 ZJOO Jo Whley. 2J» Mark Rad- 
cfiffe. 44)0 Chris Moyles. S45 
Newsbeat 64)0 Dava Pearce. 04)0 
Steve Lamac. 104)0 Trade Update. 
1040 John Peel 124X> Andy Ker- 

. 24)0 Cfive Warrea 44» ■ 

Scott Mils. 

RADIO 2 

(08-9Q2MHzFM) 

&00 Sarah Kennedy. 7430 wake 
Up to Wogan. 9-30 Ken Bruce. 

124>0 Jufet Morris 24)0 Ed Stew- 
art 54)5 Johnnie Vtalker. 74)0 
David Aten 84 X) Paul Jones. 9XK) 
Punt and Demis: tos Been a Bad 
Week. MO Comedy Showcase: If 
Symptoms Persist See Pick of the 
Day. 104)0 Mefly Talks Jazz. 1030 
Richard Affinson. 124)0 Lynn Par- 
sons. 34)0 - 44M) Alex Lester. 
RADIO 3 
(902-924MHZ FM ) 

64M) On Air. 

94K) Master-works. 

KL30 Artist of the Week. 

1100 Sound Stories. 

124)0 Composer of the Week: 
Tchaikovsky. 

JtpO The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
\Jrt A concert given last October at 
St George's, Brandon H31 Bristol in- 
troduced by Chris de Souza Arme 
Queffetec (piano). Ravel: Mroirs. De- 
bussy: Images (Book 1). Debussy: 
Etudes: Pour les degres chroma- 
tiques; Pour les quartos: Pour les oc- 
taves 

24)0 The BBC Orchestras. 

44K) Ensemble. 

4-45 Music Machine. 

54K) In Tuna 

7.30 Performance on a Live from 
the Bridgewater Hall Manchester. 
Conductor Vassfiy Sinaisky, GSan 
Callow (cor anglais), Martin Roscoe . 
(piano). MacMfflan: The Wbrfcfls Ran- 
soming Beethoven: Piano Concerto 
No 5 'm E fiat (Emperor). 

835 The Politics of the Romantic 
Hera The heroes and heroines of ro- 
mantic art have traditionafty been 
1 as exles from politics 
society, visionaries who enter a 
; other world of the pure 
imagination But now the cult of the 
romantic hero is viewed drfferentfy: 
as part of a committed response to 
industrialisation, toe rise of mass cul- 
ture and dslusionmerrt with toe con- 
sequences of the French Revolution 


pick of the day 


THE AFTERNOON PLAY (2.15pm 
R4) today is the second in David 
Pownall’s inspired dramatic 
trilogy on famous assassinations. 
“A Mere Thousand Pounds" 
revisits the murder of the Prime 
Minister, Spencer Perceval, in 
1812 by John Be llingham, a 
merchant, whose demands for 
compensation for the min he 
suffered as a result of a trade 
embargo, had fallen on deaf ears. 


Julian Sim's sitcom pilot about 
a bachelor doctor trying to crawl 
out from under his mother's 
thumb. If Symptoms Persist 
(9.30pm R2>. is full of prickly 
Jewish humour and one-liners. 

Time into Night Waves 
110.45pm R3) for the verdict 
on Oprah Winfrey (right) in 
Jonathan Demme's version of 
Tbni Morrison's Beloved. 

Dominic Cavendish 



Nicholas Roe of St Andrews Univer- 
sity explores toe pofitics of toe ro- 
mantic hero In toe Golden Age of 
romanticism - from the French Revo- 
lution in 1789 to the exile of 
Napoleon in 1815. (R) 

835 Concert, part 2 Strauss: Ein 
Heldenjeben. 

9-45 Postscript 4: ‘Padaroa' is toe 
wcxJd-be country of northern Italy 
demanded by toe separatists of Mi- 
lan and Venice. Has Gartoaldi fafled 
after 150 years, or can Italy remain 
united? Joe Farrell interrogates toe 
Lombard League 

1040 Music Restored. Viva la Fofia'. 
Lucie Skeaping introduces various 
treatments of an old Portuguese 
dance, including Marin Maraisb fa- 
mous variation tor bass viol, 'Les 
fofies d’Espagne', performed by toe 
Bottom Line; and Juan Cabanfllesb 
■Diferendas de tofias’ for harpsichord, 
played by Terence Chartston 
10^5 Night Waves. How might ws 
five in toe future? Pad ABen discuss- 
es toe winning design 'm this yearfc 
Concept House competition. And a 
first novel from toe rural heart of 
America: Paul ABen talks to Karla 
Kuban about her book 'Marchtands', 
the disturbing story of a young girft 
coming 'of age set against toe harsh 
realties of the contemporary west 
See Pick of the Day. 
tL30 Jazz Notes. 

124)0 Composer of the Week: Cop- 
land. (R) 

100 • 64K) Through the I'fight 
RADIO 4 
(924-946MHZ FM ) 

64)0 Today. 

94K) Melvyn Bragg - in Our Time. 


MOO&A 
9-45 Serial: Zarafa. 

104)0 NEWS; WbmanS Hour. 
tLOO NEWS; Crossing Continents. 
tL30 Fat Chance. 

124)0 NEWS; You and Yours. 

12-57 Weather. 

14)0 The World at One 
130 Open Country. 

24M) NEWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: Assassins “A 
Mere Thousand Pounds" See Pick of 
the Day. 

34)0 NEWS; Call Ybu and Yours: 
0870 010 0444. 

3430 First Nights, (R) 

145 This Sceptred Isle. 

44M) NEWS; Nice Work. 

4-30 The Material Wbrid. 

54)0 PM. 

64K> Six OCtock News. 

6430 Yes, Minister. (R) 

74)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

735 Front Row. Frandne Stock with 
the arts programme: 

745 The Cry of toe Bittern. An envi- 
ronmental drama by Tim Jackson. 
With Sean Baker, Rachel Atkins and 
Marian Kemmec Director Peter Lesfte 
Wild (14730). 

84)0 NEWS; On Tap: A History of 
Drinking Water, 

8430 The Waek in Westminster. 
Jonathan Freediand of The GuartSan 
takes a look behind the scenes at 
Westminster. 

94)0 NEWS; Testbeds As toe 
teams make their final preparations 
before toe first Formula One Grand 
Prix in Australia, Vanessa 
CoJBngridge takes a look at toe tech- 
nology which could make any car a 
potential winner. 


9430 Melvyn Bragg - in Our Time. 
Melvyn Bragg and guest cfiscuss 
ideas and events which have influ- 
enced our time. 

104)0 NEWS; The World Tonight 
With Roger Hearing. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime (4/1 0). 

114)0 NEWS; The way It Is Satre, 
sketches and a hard look behind the 
weefcb media events Starring Simon 
Evans Tracy-Arm Oberman, Dave 
Lamb and Chris Pavla 
tL30 A Good Read. (R) 

12.00 News. 

12430 The Late Book: Stories by 
Anton Chekhov. (R) 

1ZA0 Shipping Forecast 
lOO As Wbrid Service. 

5430 Wbrid News. 

5435 Shipping Forecast 
540 inshore Forecast 
545 Prayer for the Day: 

SL47 - 64)0 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

945 - 104)0 Daly Service. 124)0 
- 124)4 News; Shipping Forecast 
5-54 - 5457 Shipping Forecast 
11430 - 124)0 Today in Parliament 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW) 

64)0 Breakfast 
94K) Nicky CampbeL 
12-00 The Mdday News 
14)0 Ruscoe and Ca 

4.00 Drive. 

74)0 News Extra. 

730 On toe Lina In-depth investiga- 
tion of controversial sporting issues 
84)0 Inside Edga Rob Bonnet in- 
vestigates sporting issues 
94)0 Hoops Fiat Freddie M rounds 


up toe latest news from toe British 
basketball scene and looks back at 
last weekend^ al-star game at New- 
castle. 

9430 SportshopL Trixie Rawiinson 
presents toe sports consumer pro- 
gramme, inducing sporting investi- 
gations and news of all toe latest 
sporting gadgets 
104)0 Late Night Live. With Nick 
Robinson. tncJ 1030 Sport UQQ 
News TL15 The Rnanciai Wbrid 
Tonight 

UOO Up All Night 

54)0 - 64X) Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

CKJQO-IOISMHz FM ) 

64)0 Nick Bailey. 84)0 Henry Kelly. 
124>0 Requests 24)0 Concerta 
34)0 Jamie Crick. 6430 Newsrfight 
74)0 Smooth Classics at Seven. 
94)0 Evening Concert Nicholas 
TresSan introduces a programme of 
works by VrvaldL The Four Seasons 
Tafeimusik/ Jeanne Lamon. Ombre 
vane inguisti orrori Emma Kirkby 
(soprano), Brandenburg Consort/Roy 
Goodman. Trio in A minor Academy 
Ensemble Oboe Concerto in C, 
RV447. Hansjorg ScheUenberger, I 
Softsti Itafiani Laudato PuerL Lynne 
Dawson (soprano), King's 
Consort/Robert King. tLOO Alan 
Mann. 2.00 Concerto 34)0 - 64)0 
Mark Griffiths 

VBGIN RADIO 

(1215, tt97- 1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) 
630 Russ Wifllams 930 Mark For- 
rest LOO NBck Abbot 44)0 Harriet 
Scott 6^5 London CaSng with 
Harriet Scott/AM Pate and Geoft 
730 Pete and Geoft 104)0 James 
Merritt LOO James Merritt 430 - 
6430 Richard Allan. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW) 

LOO The Wbrid Today. L30 West- 
way. L45 Performance. 24)0 The , 
Wbrkl Today. 2^0 Focus on Faith. 
34)0 The Wbrid Today. 3^0 Sports 
Rowidup. 330 Wbrid Business Re- 
port 3-45 Insight 44M) - 74)0 The 
Wbrid Today (400-700). 

TALK RADIO 

64)0 Big Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & Nick Ferrari. 94)0 Scott 
Chishokn and Sally James 124)0 
Justice with Jacobs LOO Anna Rae- 
burn. 44)0 The SportZona 7J00 
One to One with Andy Gray. 84M) 
Jackie Mason 104)0 James Whale. 
124)0 - 64K) Ian Collins 


Satellite and Cable 


SKYPREMER 

6-00 The Vteddng (1997) (STBTJ. 8j00 The 
Stone Boy (1984) (88988^ ttUMJ Tixbo: a 
Power Raigera Movie (1997) (47568). 124)0 
The Directors (<0655). LOO Femmes fti- 
taies (2607^ 24)0 The Waddng (1997) 
(7)549) 44)0 The Stone Boy (1984) 
(56715946). 5 j* 5 Turbo: a Fmer Rangers 
Movie (1997) (4612003®. X30 Thacey Ttites 
On_ (6297). BjOO HolywcxJCi Buzz (9278). 

, ^30 The Chamber (1996) (17809568). See 
...-Jck of the Day. 10u 2S Mistrial (1996) 
(559278). tLOO Some Mothers Son (1996) 
(120768). L55 The Star Maker (1995) 
(573495). 3-45 - 04)0 Bounty Hunters 
0996) (27B73W7). 

SKY MOVEMAX 
7S5 Tom Between Two Lowers (079) 
(73196704). SuDO Laura Lansing Slept Here 
(1968) (93810). 114)0 Too Close to Home 
(1997) (80704), LOO Steel (1997) (37W6). 
3-00 Tom Between Two Lovers (1979) 
(92452). 54)0 Too Ctosa to Home (1997) 
(99487). 74)0 Steel (1997) (18617) 9-00 
Space Tnxkere (097) (60487). tLOO 
Adrenafo: Fear the Rush (095) (36384). 
12-30 Withaut Warning (1998) (35700). 

240 Blue Velvet (086) (586W7). 440 Em- 
maruefie 5 (1986) (8691389). 5430 - 740 
Laura Unsiig Slept Here (088) (80309292) 
SKY CMEMA 

44)0 Road to Singapore (040) (7390839). 
GjOO Can Northside 777 (048) £2793988). 
B4» 92 in the Shade (075) (2798433) 

104)0 Jlfc (087) (4645636) t24» MASH 

(070) (861256^. L55 The Btfrift Day 
(096) (223723Q. 3J5 m Be Seemg Ybu 
(^44) (96089785) S20 Ctosa 

F1LMFOUR 

64H) Pick-Up on South Street (053) 
(1895384) 7.25 Bus to Queens (B811278). 
BjOO Darkness fit TaBn (1983) 

(874203 64) 9.40 Wired (5861520) 104)0 
The Usual Suspects (1995) (9 27175^ . 
1L50 Fteservoir Dogs fi^i) (7923384) 
L30 City on Fire (087) (6761105) 345 - 
64)0 ftftckey One (065) (48848872) 
DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
44)0 Rex Hunt's FsWnQ Adveraures 
(1379655) 4410 Wafeeris Wbrid (137583^. 
54)0 Time Travelers (9736425) 5*0 Terra 
X (1358891) BJOO W tdffe SOS (1356704) 
&30 Adventures of the Quest (3272891) 
L30 The Quest (1375568)04)0 Discover 
Magazine (8062723) 94)0 SdenceFron- 
tiers (8155487) 104)0 invisible Places 
(8052346) noo Forensic Detectives 
(8949297) 124)0 £M»r St ructures 
(9563327) 14)0 Terra X (9367327) 130 
Time Travelers (3523211) 24)0 Ctosa 


PICK OF THE Day 


THE BEST-SEUJNG novelist John ' 
Grisham has proved irresistible 
. to film-makers in recent years - 
Francis Coppola has directed 
John Grisham’s The Rainmaker 
(the author’s name in the title 
is indicative of his real clout) 
and Sydney Pollack has helmed 
The Firm. Now director James 
Foley turns his attention to The 
Chamber (8.30pm Sky Premier), 
in which a young lawyer (Chris 
O’Donnell) attempts to save his 
unrepen ten tly racist grandfather 


from the death penalty. Gene 
Hackman (right) brings bis 
customary sense of magnetism 
to the role of the unapologetic 
criminal in this satellite premiere. 

Thirty and fortv-somethings 
everywhere have been rejoicing 
recently at the chart-topping 
comeback of their teen post-punk 
heroes, Blondie. You can wallow 
in further nostalgia with them 
by catching Blondie Uncut 
(10pm VH-l). 

James Rampton 



SKY ONE 

74)0 Count DuckuSa (36013) 7J30 Trie 
Simpsons (1550Q) 84H) The Simpsons 
(17839) 8-30 Hollywood Squares (68510) 
94)0 Saly Jessy Raphael (26297) 104)0 
The Oprah Winfrey Show (TT704) ttoo 
GuJtyl (31568) 12JD0 Jenny Jones (JM6T7) 
14)0 Mad about \bu (35384) 130 Jeop- 
ardy (37181) 2JD0 Safiy Jessy Raphael 
(99094) 3-00 Jemy Jones (55013) 44M) 
Qufityi (3452Q). 54)0 Star Trek; Voyager 
(9891) 5-00 America’s Dumbest Criminals 
(3723) &30 Dream Team (4075) 74)0 The 
Simpsons (1920) 7.30 The Simpsons 
(8487) 84)0 Americas Dumbest Criminate 
(6568) 8L30 Woridte Weirdest TV (5075) 
94)0 Friends (30704) 9 4)0 E R (91433) 
1030 Veronicas Ooset (07075) UOO 
Dream Team (42549) 11JK) Star Trek: \toy- 
ager (98636) 12L30 The Commteh (BWM) 
130 - ZOO Long Play (4558673) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

74)0 Sky Sports Centre (4122029) 745 
World Wresting Federation Shot Gun 
(943471) 845 Ybulre on Sky Sports 
(5586538) 94)0 Racing News (65029) 

9-30 Aerobics - Or Style (96433) 104)0 

Ringside (92988) 1L30 Unbelievable 
Sports (73487) 124)0 Aerobics - Oz Style 
(72365) 1330 European Tbur Golf Maga- 
zine (87609) 14)0 Euopean Tour Golf 
(8363384) 54)0 Wbrid Wresting Federa- 
tion Superstars (B91) 64)0 Sky Sports 
Centre (5723) 630 Football League Re- 
view (6075) 74)0 Euopean Tour Golf 


(72839) 94X1 Spanish Footbal (M278) 
104)0 Sky Sports Centre (909075) 1045 
You're on Sky Sports (130636) 114)0 Trans 
Wbrid Sport (61723) 124)0 Sky Sports 
Centre (8005563) 1245 You're on Sky 
Sports (6540765) LOO Footbal League 
Review (67872) L30 Spanish Footbal 
(86124) 2-30 Trans World Sport (30209) 
3^30 The Rugby Ctub (80704) 4-30 Sky 
Sports Centre (82729143) 4-45 Ctosa 
SKY SPORTS 2 

74)0 Aerobics - Oz Style (1816407) 730 
Sky Sports Centre (2621666) 7415 Racing 
News (8696384) 845 Unbeievable Sports 
(5565452) 8-45 Sports Centre (95W297) 
94N) Fish TV (5618029) 9.30 Golf Extra 
(7396926) 12J0 Pool (3973549) L30 
Rugby League Wbrid (1036029) 34K) Mo- 
tor Sport (531283^ 3JO Unbefievable 
Sports (9960448) 44» Pool (3415075) 
54M9 Footbal League Review (5317384) 
5-30 Wbat a Weekend (4103764) 6.00 
Rjtbol Mundtel (3560407) &30 The Rugby 
Ctub (3806907) 7.30 Dans World Sport 
(8868433) 8J30 Futbol MuncfeJ (5392075) 
&00 Ford Gotf USA (8439538) tLOO Cy- 
cfing (3416704) TL30 The Rugby Club 
(9334636) 12J0 Tight Lines (4203376) 
-L30 What a Weekend (939956^. 24M) Ice 
Hockey (1764195) 4k30 Sports Centra 
(36418476) 4-45 Close. 

SKY SPORTS 3 

124)0 World Wresting Federation Super- 
stars (t9838K£$. LOO Fish TV Fishing 
Texas (3184810CD 130 Rsh TV The IBS- 


mate Fishing Show (19856925) 24K) FA 
Cup Classics (33006297) 34*0 V-Max 
(14333384) 44)0 Rugby League World 
(26876452)530 Inside the PGA Toir 
(M332655) 6-00 Cycling (14339568) 830 
Fish TV: right Lines (717^162) 730 Ice 
Hockey (48744075) 104M) Bobby Chart- 
tons Footbal Scrapbook (4916654 9) 1130 
Closet 
Eurosport 

730 Athletics (73100) 830 BiatHon 
(27013) 104)0 Luge (32723) 1030 Sted 
Dog (76181) 1L00 Footbal European 
Championship Legends (75926) 1 24)0 
Athletics (6W33) 1230 Snowboardtog 
(92617) LOO BfetfUon (13100)24)0 
Biathlon (33273) 330 SkBng (1907) 44W 
Ski Jumping (T1403162) 5^5 Swimming 
(8803094) 74)0 FOotbal (9882926) 845 
Footbal (192365) 1045 Football (5750013) 
1130 SW Jumping (32094) 1230 Ctosa 
UK GOLD 

74)0 Crossroads (0932907) 730 Neigh- 
bors (6006075) 755 EastEndera 
(3832984) 830 The B« (3652723) 94)0 
The B3 0643075) 930 When the Boat 
Comes In (5466278) «30 Rhoda 
(3795487)114)0 Dalas (44966SS) 1L55 
Naghbous (<5686988) 1235 EastEndera 
(2321742) LOO Jufiet Bravo (1993723) 24)0 
Da&as (7229346) 235 The BB (1231617) 
335 The B1 (1450146) 335 EastEndera 
(3331891) 430 Rhoda (1377297) 54W AI 
Creatures Great and Smal (4986128) 64)0 
Dyrasty (IQS64B7) 7JOO The Comedy Al- 


ternative'. 2point4 Children (760094) 730 
The Comedy Atternativa: Ctecfe Army 
(4528617) 830 The Comedy Alternative: 
The Brittas Empire (2759365) 94» The 
Young Ones (2680723) 9 j* 5 Bottom 
(6340988) 1035 Common as Muck 
(12451365) 1135 The BO (1171636) 124)5 
The B9 (6045495) 1235 Black Adder the 
Third (3981312) 140 French and Samders 
(9927766) L45 Dangerfield (2152766) 
2j*S ■ 700 Shopping (76367853) 

LIVING . 

BJOO Ttoy and Crew (79811384) 630 10 
plus 2 (482526T7) 6v40 Ptiberl the Frog 
(96821297) 6^45 Greedysauus and the 
Gang PB820568) 830 Pofca Dot Shorts 
(9880(433) 74)0 Practical Parenting 
(3680100) T4>5 Professor Bubble (1755891) 
730 CaBou (62826S5) 735 Bug Alert 
(7233487) 735 Practical P a r enti ng 
£5285549) 84)0 Barney and Friends 
$295926) 835 Bababos (1684365) 830 
riny Tales (3469348) 835 Try and Crew 
(4399384) 830 Practical Parenting 
(8826013) 94M CfflVt Cook, WDrTt Cook 
$503452) 930 The Roseame Show - 
hfigtights (7480636) 104>0 The Jerry 
Springer Show (9711100) 1030 Maury 
Povich (3127278) 1L40 Brookskle 
(23577T00) 1240 Animal Rescue 
(21829297) 1230 Rescue 911 (68757510) 
140 Special Battes (3905636) 140 Be- 
yond Befief (60670094) 240 The Jerry 
Springer Show (1002075) 340 Living Room 
(0847365) 44)0 Michael Cote (2555617) 
430 Rotonda @786988) 5-40 Ready, 
Steady, Cook (6471907) 845 The Jerry 
Springer Show (1125013) 74)5 Rescue 9t1 
(4983839) 735 Animal Rescue (7816617) 
840 Mairy Povich (2681471) 94)0 FDm: 
Dying to Love Ybu (1993) (2795346) UOO 
The Sex Ftes II (7754094) 12JOO Ctosa 
TNT 

94)0 SktfackBd (1972) (33153810) 1130 
Take the High Grand (1953) (23083346) 
14)0 Brarherty Love (1969) (23074898) 
34)0*530 Skyjacked (1972) (17492230) 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
730 Jenny (3902) 730 Grace Under Fire 
(6029) 8.00 Blen (9310) 830 Spm City 
(5617) 930 Drop the Dead Donkey 
(876%) 930 Whose Lne Is It Anyway? 
(18655) 1030 Frasier (71636) 1030 
Cheers (80384) UOO Seinfeld (82181) 
1L30 The Larry Sanders Show (34B1) 
124)0 Late Mc^rt with David Letterman 
(88292) 130 T&xi (B5414) 130 FrontEne 
(79105) 24X) Dr Katz (65563) 230 Tbs 
and FttB (84698) 34)0 Mghtstand (45650) 


■4S 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 



BBC1 N IRELAND 

As BBCl London owsept! 830 

Newsline 6L30 1723) 930 Making a D^- 
torence (949433) 930 Ptoying 
(541433) 1030 They Tfonk ItfcAfl Over 

1230 FBm: Incident in a SmftBTown 
(37230) 230 BBC News » (30B259) 

BBCl SCOTLAND 

As BBCl London tttcepti 1230 

Data man (92639297). lf£5]Vean Se- 
unta (Enchanted Lands) (21719839) 
630 News (471) 830 Reporting Seoj- 
land; Weather (723). 10-20 Ufa Accord- 
ing to Red 1932758) 

BBCl WALES „ e «- 

As BBCl London oxcwp* 5 6 * 3 ° 
JUaies Today (723) 1030 Damon 
T&nefen Tomght (531365) tJLM , ^ ea ' 
non Time (288487) 1230J Wm. Jnci- 
dem si a Small Town (569766) 1 * 35 
Joins BBC News 24 (50158196) 

ANGLIA 
A* Carlton 

News and Waather (7599346) LOOShort 

land Street (Tiitioo) 135 Home ana 
Away (35042029) 2 -OO^The Jerrv 
Sponger Show 15648704) 330 An^a 
News and Weather (41974B7) 84)0 Angia 


News (839) 630 About AngOa (891) 
1030 Angfe News and Weather (507549) 
tL40 Crime Night (621988) 1L55 First 
Take (903094) 1240 Thles from the Cterk- 
side (39852S9) 12^0 The Jerry Springer 

Show (7860940) 125 Pop down the Pub 
(9644563) 155 Box Office America 
(7481921) 230 Cybernet (7618853) 230 
Murder, She Wrote (B600W7) 335 Potty 

about Pets (86880263) 440 Coach 

(41827650) 435 Judge Judy (59647414) 
4-55 ITV Mghtscrean (3634853) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 1230 Central 
News and weather (7599346) i.«K) 
echo Point (71182) 330 Central News 
Mig7467) 5J0 Shortiand Street 
(7199181) 6.00 Home and Away 
(455278) 835 Central News and 

Weather (463297) 635 Ltefine 

(596384) 1030 Central News and 
weather (507549) «L40 Thursday. 
Night Uve (9618C&3) The Wnght 
VwdiCts (839669) 440 Jobfinder 
(6255921) 5-20 Asian Eye (3639230). 

HTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Mominfl (44863636) 1245 HTV News 
aSi27S) LOOaSband Street (71162) 
130 Home and Away (97S49) 230 The 


Jerry Springer Show (5648704) 540 A 
Country Practice (7199181) 6.00 Home 
and Away (45527?) 835 Wales Tonight 
(309636) 730 Wales This Week (42fi) 
1140 We Can Wbrk It Out (748094) 
1240 Ttiles from toe Crypt (398S2S9) 
1240 The Jerry Springer Show 
(7860940) 125 Pop down the Pub 
(9644563) 155 Box Office America 
(7481921) 2420 Cybernet (7618853) 
230 Murder, She Wrote (8600747) 3*45 
Potty about Pets {86€80263) 440 
Coach (41827650) 4.35 Judge Judy 
(59647m) 435 Mghtscreen (3634853) 
HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 635 HTV 
West Waaher (794704) 630 The West 
Tonight (891) 730 We Can Work It Out 
(425) H40 Anatomy of Disaster (445365) 

MERIDIAN 

As Caitton except: 1030 This Morn- 
ing (44863636) LOO Shortiand Street 
(7111100) 135 Home and Away 
(35042029) 2-00 The Jerry Springer 
Show (5648704) 330 Mendan News 
(4197487) 540 Home and Away (7199181) 
537 Crtmestoppere (180452) 630 
Meridian Tonight (539) 630 Getaways 
(691) 1140 New \brfc News (445365) 
12^10 Jerry Springer Show (7860940) 


125 Pop down the Pub (9644563) 155 
Bck Office America (W81 921) 230 Cy- 
bernet (7618853) 230 Murder, She 
Wrote I86Q0H7) 3.45 Potty about Pete 
(86680263) 440 Coach {41827B5Q) 435 
Judge Judy (5964WM) 435 Mgfuscreen 
(43262872) 5-00 Fred&creen (17786) 
WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 10.30 This 
Morning (44863636) 1237 IRuninations 
(7507365) 100 EmmerdaJe (71162) 
630 Westcountry Live (90687) tL40 
The Wright Ve refers (445365) 12-40 
The Jerry Sprtoger Stww (7860940) 
135 Pop down the Pub (9644563) 

1-55 Box Office America (7481921). 
230 Cybernet (7618853) 2-50 Murder, 
She Wrote (8600747) 3^45 Potty about 
Pets (86680263) 440 Coach (41827650) 
435 Judge Judy (59647414) 435 ITV 
Mghtscreen (3634853). 

YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except: 1030 rite 
Morning (44863636) 100 Home and 
Away (41014075) 135 The Jerry 
Springer Show (4403094) 2.10 Em - 
merdale (9515452) 5.40 Newfi; Weather 
M 90100) 5-55 Calendar (347623) 6.30 
Tonight (891) 11.40 Anatomy of Disaster 
(275278) 445 Jobflrtder (T121105). 


TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 1245 North 
East News and Weather (4351278). 330 
North East News and Weather (4197437) 
5.55 North East Weather (177988) 

6.00 North East Tonight (90687) 1030 
North East News and Weather (507549) 
1130 Around the House (219162) 1245 
Tales from the Darkside (70292) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: B.oo Ysgo- 
lon/Schoob (84719988) 12.00 Be- 
witched (97315365) 1230 Sesame 
Street (26133810) 100 Planed Plant 
(67187704) 130 FBm: Background to 
Danger" (58150013) 3-00 Doors to 
Manual (68530013) 430 Ricki Lake 
(67428907) 5-00 Planed Plant Uned 5 
(90403433) 530 Countdown 
(67515487). 6.00 Newyddfon $3751520) 
640 Heno (86247723) 7.00 Pobol y 
Cwm (90423297) 730 Nawyddion 
(67429636) 830 Slaymakfir (90409617) 
830 Pam Ft Duw? (90411454 930 i 
dot (Part II (6B515704) 1035 i dot 
(Part 2) (35073013). 1135 Father Ted 
(B87S9810) 1135 Friends (92569075) 
1235 King of the Hill (71662921) 1235 
Prey 199169389) 130 Fusion 
(36736762) 235 Qcsa 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 

CHESS 

Jon Speelman 


AFTER A dearth of diagrams, there 
are three today to catch up. 



Nxe8 QxeS! with advantage) 34 
...Kh8 (and Black can't vary since 
if 34 ...KfB?? 35 Qf4! threatening 36 
Nxh7+ is immediately decisive) 35 
Nf7+ KgS 36 Ng5+ etc. 

The following two positions are 
from early rounds of the Dutch 
Blitz Championship in Dordrecht. 
I was Black in both but I'm afraid 
I don’t have a record of my oppo- 


Michael Adams Gary Kasparov 

First of all, the critical position 
from Adams vs Kasparov at 
Linares, which I gave on Tuesday. 
In my somewhat somnolent lucub- 
ration on Sunday night 1 produced 
rather woozy analysis, (my excuse 
is the semi-infinite number of blitz 
games on Saturday, followed by a 
simultaneous display on Sunday). 
Adams played 29£f4 and eventually 
lost. But the critical line was: 

29 Rxf7 Nxf7 30 Be6 Bf6 31 Qg4! 

Much better than 31 Bxf7+? 
which I gave. 

31 ...Kbl 32 Nxf7! Rxfl+ 33.KxfI 

Now if 

a) 33 ...KfB? 34 Bf4 is most 
unpleasant, eg Rb6 35 a5 Rbl + 36 

Rb2+ 37 Kh3 and wins. 

b) if 33 ...Rf8 34 Nxd6+ Kh8 35 
Nf7+ Rxf7 (otherwise White has at 
least a draw) 36 Bxf? Qxf7 37 Qc8+ 
Qg8 38 Qxa6 Q£B39 Ke 2 and though 
Black has an extra piece in view of 
the powerful h6 pawn and the awful 
bishop on a&, only White has legit- 
imate winning chances. 

c) So Black’s best is 33 ...Re8! 
Both sides should repeat moves: 

34 Ng5+ (not 34 Nxd6-t- QxeS 35 
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Fd just recaptured 1 ...Qd6xc5?. 
After 2 Rd8+! Rxd8 3 Qxc5 1 soon 

resigned 
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The game concluded 23 ...e5!? 
24 fxe5 Nxe5 25 Nxe5 Bxd4 26 RxfS 
Rxf627Nd7Be328Nxf6+?Qxf629 
Qa2 Qxal + ! 0-1. But 28 Qa2! Qd6 
29 NsdO-i- Qxf6 30 Rfi would have 
been good for White. 


POKER 

David Spanier 


I CAME, I saw, I concurred. Bella- 
gio is everything they said it would 
be. I would rate Steve Wynn’s 
newest property on the Las Vegas 
Strip as as much of an advance on 
the Mirage next door to it, which he 
opened nine years ago and is still 
verybuzzy, as that resort was over 
the , conventional Vegas hotel- 
casino. It’s that good. 

Bellagio’s quality is aesthetic. 
Of course, it does not resemble a 
lakeside villa on Bellagio - how 
could a 3,000-room hotel ever do 
that? - but ft does have elegance, 
with its fountains and gardens, its 
colonnades of gambling, its restau- 
rants (10 of them), and its seem- 
ingly endless expanse of marble 
floors, which is worthy of its name. 

You might say that any place 
costing $l.6bn ought to be pretty 
good. But in a city that celebrates 
bad taste and vulgarity, as Vegas so 
unashamedly does, that was by not 
means assured. Overall, Bellagio 
has a sense of space and proportion 
that (you will gather) won me over. 

I also won a little money, you will 
be glad to know. The poker room, 
30 tables, is run in tandem with the 
room at the Mirage, which has 31 
tables. The limits are supposed to 
rise like alternate rungs of a ladder 
between the two rooms - for ex- 


ample $8-$l6 and $15-?3 O-limit 
Hold ’em at Bellagio, and $10-$20, 
$20-$40-limit games at the Mirage. 

In practice BeUagio’s room, run 
hy Doug Dalton, has a big edge, 
because this is where the high 
action is. There is a pot-limit 
Omaha game with maximum bets 
of $50,000. The players - mostly for- 
mer world champions, with an 
occasional high punter - some- 
times repeat these $50,000 bets. 
For instance, if a flush outdraws 
two pairs, the players concerned 
may decide, if they really want to 
gamble, to take a second shot at it, 
by dealing out the last two cards of 
the flop again for a new bet I 
myself did not play in this game. 

The poker room at Bellagio is 
not yet the dear; silent state-of-the- 
art space that the advance notices 
proclaimed it would be. The elec- 
tronic system whereby the dealers 
were to communicate directly from 
the table to the main desk- to call 
for chips or signal a seat open - 
failed to work as planned- If and 
when that is fixed, the room will be 
tops. I paid $99 for my hotel room, 
$108 at the weekend, which is the 
“casino rate”, half the normal tar- 
iff. If you are a regular player; just 
ask to be rated. 
d.5panier@netmatters.co.uk 
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ACROSS 

I Container for money (5) 

4 Quick kisses (5) 

10 Veiling of emotion etc (7) 

II Sweet on stick (5) 

12 Meeting (5) 

13 Large bird (7) 

Place of wedding-feast (4) 
Secret store (5) 

Estimate (5) 

Stone (4) 

Required lo attend (7) 
Conscious (5) 

29 Snow-leopard (5) 

30 Board game features (7) 

31 Expanse of water (5) 

32 Oneness (5) 


15 

17 

19 

22 

25 

27 


DOWN 

2 Take back one's words (5 1 
Withdraw from contest (7) 
Brilliance (3) 

Murder (7) 

Well-endowed (5) 

Criminal (5) 

Legends (5) 

14 Heroic story (4) 

16 Long period of time (4) 

18 Annual publication (7) 
Pantomime character (7) 
Racecourse (5) 

_ Religious song (5) 

24 Celebration ( 5 ) 

26 Musical drama (5) 

28 Skilful (5) 


20 

21 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 


Marina. _ _ _ 

DOWN; 1 Steed. 2 Plaid, 3 Sleep, 4Veoial, 6 Marriage, 
gotstn, 14 Ear. 15 Keg, 19 Averse. 21 Spear, 22 Train. 23 Pygmy. 
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